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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1871. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1871  there  were  twenty-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  affiliated  Master  Masons  in 
Michigan.  These  were  divided  among  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
lodges.  Up  to  this  time  the  present  Grand  Lodge  had  chartered  three 
hundred  and  four  lodges,  but  seventeen  had  become  defunct,  and  in 
most  instances  their  numbers  had  been  given  to  new  lodges.  The 
largest  lodge  in  the  state  at  that  time  was  Detroit,  No.  2,  with  three 
hundred  and  sixty-three  members,  Zion,  No.  1,  following  close  behind 
with  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  No  other  had  as  many  as  three 
hundred  members  at  that  time.  Among  those  who  were  Masters  of 
their  respective  lodges  then,  and  who  are  still  active  in  Masonry  now,  a 
quarter  of  a  century  later,  are  J.  V.  Lambertson,  Rochester;  A.  D. 
Eldred,  Tekonsha;  David  Bovee,  Coldwater;  John  W.  Finch,  Adrian; 
A.  T.  Metcalf,  Kalamazoo;  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint;  A.  B.  Aiken,  Union 
City;  D.  E.  Wilson,  Constantine;  Daniel  Striker,  Hastings;  James  H. 
Farnum,  Cassopolis;  Thomas  G.  Greene,  Three  Rivers;  Arthur  M. 
Clark,  Lexington;  Julius  C.  Burrows,  Kalamazoo;  James  Findlater, 
Detroit;  George  H.  Durand,  Flint;  David  Woodward,  Clinton;  Henry 
Chamberlain,  Three  Oaks,  George  N.  Mead,  Camden;  and  George  H. 
Greene,  Lansing.  The  Grand  Lodge  then  had  funds  on  hand  to  the 
amount  of  $11,109.54,  and  on  every  hand  could  be  seen  masonic  pros- 
perity. John  W.  Champlin  had  been  chosen  Grand  Master  and  a  sketch 
of  his  life  is  appropriate  in  this  place. 

* 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  W.  CHAMPLIN. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1871. 

John  W.  Champlin  was  born  February  17,  1831.  He  is  a  lineal 
descendent  of  Geoffrey  Champlin,  who  in  1638,  came  to  this  country 
from  England,  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 
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FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


Jerry  C.  Champlin,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married 
Ellis  Champlin,  a  descendent  of  another  branch  of  the  same  family,  who 
in  early  times  settled  in  Connecticut.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Kingston,  New  York,  where  Judge  Champlin  was  born. 
Soon  after  the  family  removed  to  Harpersfield,  in  the  same  state,  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  here  John  W.  Champlin  continued  to  reside 
until  he  was  of  age.  In  summer  he  worked  beside  his  father  and  broth- 
ers on  the  farm,  laying  up  stores  of  health  and  strength  for  the  trying 
demands  of  his  professional  career. 

In  this  home-life,  under  its  firm  but  kindty  parental  government, 
was  acquired  that  habit  of  industry  and  those  principles  of  integrity, 
independence  and  love  of  justice,  which  have  been  marked  characteris- 
tics of  the  man.  In  the  winter  time  he  attended  the  village  school;  at 
thirteen  he  entered  the  academy  at  Stamford,  and  afterwards  the  acade- 
mies of  Rhienbeck  and  Harpersfield.  After  leaving  Harpersfield  Aca- 
demy, he  took  a  course  of  civil  engineering  at  Delaware  Literary  In- 
stitute, and  commenced  the  practice  of  that  profession  in  his  native  state. 
Seeking  a  wider  field,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  in  1854,  he  came 
to  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  where  his  brother,  Stephen  G.  Champlin, 
afterward  General  Champlin,  was  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 
Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  that  profession  in  the  office  of  his 
brother,  passed  his  examination  before  Judge  Martin,  afterward  Chief 
Justice  of  the  state,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S55. 

1856  Mr.  Champlin  was  chosen  to  prepare  a  revision  of  the  charter 
of  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  results  of  his  work  form  the  basis 
of  all  charter  legislation  for  that  city  since.  He  held  at  different  times 
the  office  of  City  Recorder,  City  Attorney,  and  in  1867  was  elected 
Mayor.  From  this  time  on  he  pursued  the  practice  of  the  law  with  an 
assiduity  that  withdrew  him  entirely  from  other  pursuits.  His  busi- 
ness became  so  varied  and  extensive  that  it  demanded  his  entire  time 
in  the  trial  of  causes  and  in  the  examination  of  the  many  and  delicate 
questions  arising  in  the  course  of  a  large  general  practice.  The  years 
of  conscientious  work  brought  with  them  not  only  increase  of  practice 
but  also  that  growth  in  legal  knowledge  and  that  wide  and  accurate 
judgment,  the  posession  of  which  constitutes  the  most  marked  excellence 
of  a  lawyer. 

In  1883  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  for  Judge  of 
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the  Supreme  Court,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  which  was  so  far  in 
excess  of  his  own  party,  that  it  furnished  very  strong  evidence  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  the  State.  He  took 
his  seat  as  a  member  of  that  court  in  January,  1884,  and  served  until 
December  31,  189 1.  At  the  semi-centennial  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, in  1887,  the  Board  of  Regents  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  In  politics  Judge  Champlin  is  a  Democrat. 
He,  however,  declined  to  follow  that  portion  of  his  party  who  opposed 
the  war,  and  for  the  past  few  years  he  has  taken  part  in  public  affairs 
only  as  one  does  who  would  not  shirk  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  On  the 
first  of  October,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Ellen  More.  The  union  has 
been  a  singularly  happy  one,  three  children  having  been  born  to  them. 
The  Judge  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  resides.  Since  his  return  from  the  bench, 
he  has  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Law  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  position  he  still 
holds. 

Brother  Champlin  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Grand  River 
Lodge,  No.  34,  April  14,  1858,  and  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  in 
1864,  serving  two  years.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in 
1870,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  1S71  was  chosen 
Grand  Master,  a  position  which  he  filled  with  signal  ability,  and  since 
retiring  from  this  exalted  station  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  members  of  Grand  Lodge,  one  whose  counsel  is  sought  upon 
the  most  weigh t}r  questions  of  Masonic  Law. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No. 
7,  on  March  4,  1863,  and  served  as  High  Priest  of  that  Chapter  in  1868. 
He  is  a  member  of  DeMolai  Commandery,  No.  5,  K.  T.  and  of  DeWitt 
Clinton  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  and  in  all  of  these  bodies  he  is  high- 
ly esteemed  and  greatly  loved,  and  his  brethren  delight  to  do  him 
honor. 

A  number  of  events  of  importance  to  Michigan  Masonry  occurred 
during  the  year  187 1.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  Past  Grand  Master 
William  M.  Fenton  died  at  his  home  in  Flint,  an  account  of  which  was 
given  in  his  biographical  sketch. 


8 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


July  30th,  R.  W.  Carlos  G.  Curtis,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  died  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  many  members  of 
Oriental  Lodge  and  Detroit  Commandery,  in  both  of  which  bodies  he 
held  membership. 

* 

A  series  of  destructive  fires  visited  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  leaving  ruin  and  desolation  in  their  pathways.  The  report  of 
the  great  Chicago  fire  had  but  just  been  received  in  Michigan  when 
these  followed  with  a  suddenness  that  was  startling.  A  number  of 
cities  and  villages  were  mostly  or  partially  destroyed,  and  in  some 
cases,  so  quick  was  the  work  of  destruction  that  in  half  an  hour  great 
numbers  of  people  saw  everything  they  possessed  swept  away,  and  many 
who,  but  a  few  minutes  before  were  wealthy  or  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, were  reduced  to  want.  The  cities  of  Holland  and  Manistee 
were  among  those  fire-swept  places. 

In  common  with  the  other  people,  the  masonic  fraternity  in  those 
places  shared  the  general  loss.  The  lodge  rooms,  with  their  furniture 
and  charters,  were  destroyed  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  lost 
everything  they  possessed. 

Fires  also  swept  over  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state,  destroying 
vast  amounts  of  property  and  ruining  hundreds  of  people.  Among 
other  sufferers  was  Cato  Lodge,  No.  215,  which  lost  hall,  charter  and 
furniture,  and  about  one-third  of  its  members  lost  homes  and  all  the 
property  they  possessed. 

Northern  Star  Lodge,  No.  277,  at  Unionville,  Tuscola  County, 
also  lost  hall,  furniture  and  charter,  and  being  in  debt  at  the  time, 
were  left  in  an  almost  destitute  condition. 

In  the  midst  of  such  wide-spread  calamity,  it  was  a  noble  sight  to 
see  how  this  grand  old  fraternity  of  ours  came  to  the  rescue.  The 
next  day  after  the  destructive  fire  at  Holland,  the  lodge  at  Muskegon 
donated  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  relief  of  their  brethren  at  that 
place. 

Contributions  commenced  coming  to  the  Grand  Master  from  all 
over  the  country.  New  York  brethren  and  lodges  sent  over  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  lodges  and  individuals  in  other 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


9 


states  sufficient  in  addition  to  make  the  amount  up  to  five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents.  The  most 
of  this  sum  was  distributed  by  Grand  Master  Champlin  in  relieving 
those  brethren  and  lodges  in  most  urgent  need,  and  on  his  recommend- 
ation a  relief  committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  relief  measures 
during  the  following  winter,  and  by  their  careful  and  systematic  work 
and  the  generous  responses  of  the  fraternity,  very  much  of  the  suffering 
among  the  Masons  in  the  stricken  districts  was  relieved. 

* 

*  * 

New  halls  were  dedicated  in  187 1  in  Saginaw  City,  Grand  Ledge, 
Holly  and  Big  Rapids. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  by  request  of  the  proper  authorities,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Detroit,  and  the  newly  com- 
pleted City  Hall,  the  corner-stone  of  which  had  been  laid  three  years 
previously,  was  formally  delivered  to  the  Mayor  of  that  city.  This 
was  made  an  impressive-  occasion  and  long  to  be  remembered  by  all 
who  participated  in  or  witnessed  the  ceremonies. 

*  * 

On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1871,  the  notorious  Czar 
Jones  was  expelled  by  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  91,  for  his  unmasonic  prac- 
tices, and  sank  into  that  masonic  oblivion  which  he  so  richly  deserved. 

During  the  year  187 1  eleven  new  lodges  were  started  under  dis- 
pensations granted  by  Grand  Master  Champlin.  They  were  located  at 
Bradley,  Detroit,  Benton  Harbor,  Ludington,  Newport,  Napoleon, 
Tawas  City,  East  Saginaw,  Woodland,  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Carson  City. 
It  is  a  singular  co-incidence  that  the  only  one  of  these  eleven  lodges 
that  has  ceased  to  exist  is  the  one  named  for  the  Grand  Master  who 
gave  it  life — Champlin  Lodge,  No.  300,  at  Newport.    Such  is  fame. 

Grand  Master  Champlin  made  numerous  rulings  upon  masonic 
law  which  became  the  settled  law  in  this  jurisdiction.  He  also  drafted 
a  bill  amending  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  As  these 
different  Acts  are  important  to  all  Michigan  Masonry,  this  one,  like 
the  previous  ones,  is  given  in  full. 
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An  Act  to  amend  sections  one,  two,  four  and  five,  of  act  number  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1849,  relative  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Michigan,  and  to  repeal  Act  number 
sixty-nine  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1869. 

Section  1.  The  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  sections  one,  two, 
four  and  five,  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Michigan/'  approved  April  2,  1849,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, by  that  name  and  style,  are  hereby  incorporated,  and  declared  a  body  politic 
and  corporate  in  deed  and  law,  with  succession,  and  shall  be  in  law  capable  of 
suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  answering  and  being  an- 
swered, defending  and  being  defended,  in  all  courts  and  places  whatsoever,  in  all 
manner  of  actions,  suits,  complaints,  matters  and  causes  whatsoever,  and  that  they 
and  their  successors  shall  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  change  and  alter  the  same 
at  their  pleasure. 

Sec  2.  The  officers  of  said  corporation  shall  be  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  Grand  Treasurer 
and  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  time  being,  and  they  shall  constitute  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  said  corporation,  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  fifty-five  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  of  1846,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable.  (See  Laws  of 
1849,  p.  314.) 

Sec.  4.  Said  corporation  may  make,  under  direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
when  assembled,  and  establish  all  necessary  By-laws  and  Rules  for  its  governance, 
and  the  governance  of  all  subordinate  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  relating  to  the  business  and  property  authorized  to  be  done,  held  and  con- 
veyed by  this  act;  and  said  corporation  may  take,  hold  and  convey,  as  may  be  re- 
quired from  time  to  time,  any  real  or  personal  estate  for  the  purposes  of  their  or- 
ganization, not  at  any  time  exceeding  of  personal  estate  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
of  real  estate  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  all  real  and  personal  estate  so  held 
may  be  conveyed  by  deed  or  bill  of  sale  in  the  name  of  the  corporation,  executed 
by  the  Grand  Master  for  the  time  being,  and  in  case  of  real  estate  acknowledged  by 
him  to  be  the  act  and  deed  of  the  corporation,  or  by  such  other  person  as  the  Board 
of  Directors  may  appoint  for  that  purpose,  with  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at- 
tached, and  such  conveyance  so  executed  shall  be  valid  and  binding  for  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever. 

Sec.  5.  Said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  of  subordinate 
Lodges  in  trust  for  the  use  of  such  subordinate  Lodges,  and  do  all  acts  and  things 
in  law  relating  thereto  as  trustees,  and  may  convey  the  same  as  above,  under  the 
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direction  of  such  subordinate  Lodges,  and  the  Rules,  Regulations  and  By-laws  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  thereto. 

Sec.  6.  Act  number  sixty-nine,  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1869,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Approved  March  15th,  187 1. 

The  year  1871  closed  with  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-six  affiliated  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction.  There  were  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-four  initiated  that  year,  and  the  cash  re- 
ceipts of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  $8,310.58. 


* 

*  h.- 


ROY  AL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

At  the  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  187 1,  charters 
were  granted  for  two  new  Chapters,  at  Almont  and  Morenci,  in  addition 
to  those  which  had  been  working  under  dispensations  granted  by  Grand 
High  Priest  Brown.  The  one  at  Morenci,  however,  did  not  survive  for 
many  years. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  abolish  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer,  but 
after  lying  over  until  the  next  year  it  failed  of  adoption. 

The  officers  elected  for  that  year  were: 

M.  E.  Hugh  McCurdy,  Corumia,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  L.  H.  Randall,  Grand  Rapids,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  K.  John  W.  Finch,  Adrian,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  A.  I.  Sawyer,  Monroe,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Centreville,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  K.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  William  Stowe,  Port  Huron,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  George  W.  Wilmot,  Feuton.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

R.  E.  Jex  J.  Bardwell,  Detroit,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  Charles  J.  Kruger,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Stillman  Blanchard,  Tecumseh,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  E.  Joseph  Ireland,  Muskegon,  Grand  Master  Third  Veil. 

R.  E.  Edwin  Saunders,  Saginaw  City,  Grand  Master  Second  Veil. 

R.  E.  David  C.  Spaulding,  Lyons,  Grand  Master  First  Veil. 

In  assuming  charge,  at  this  time,  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  M.  E. 
Companion  McCurdy  first  entered  upon  his  illustrious  career  as  a  Pre- 
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siding  Grand  Officer,  which,  like  the  wonderful  career  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  was  to  continue  until  "there  were  no  more  worlds  to  conquer." 

His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  con- 
ducted with  that  fidelity,  industry  and  skill  which  have  make  his  whole 
masonic  career  so  brilliant  and  successful. 

Six  new  Chapters  were  organized  in  1871  under  dispensations 
granted  by  Grand  High  Priest  McCurdy.  They  were  at  Cassopolis, 
Au  Sable,  Greenville,  Holly,  Colon  and  Charlotte.  All  of  which 
proved  to  possess  the  requisite  material  and  members  to  insure  them 
a  successful  future. 

Marquette  Chapter,  No.  43,  which  has  been  dormant  since  1866, 
was  resuscitated  and  again  became  one  of  the  active  bodies  of  the  state. 

* 

The  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  twenty-first  triennial  convoca- 
tion in  Baltimore,  in  September,  1871,  adopted  a  resolution  requiring 
the  state  Grand  Chapters  to  pay  an  annual  tax  of  one  cent  per  member 
for  the  support  of  that  body,  and  Michigan  promptly  acquiesced  in  this 
demand  and  has  ever  since  paid  her  assessments  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully. 

The  year  1871  closed  with  eighty-two  Chapters  having  a  combined 
membership  of  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

*  * 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

When  the  representatives  of  the  Michigan  Commanderies  as- 
sembled in  annual  conclave  on  June  6th,  187 1,  they  overturned,  in  a 
measure,  the  existing  order  of  things,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  election  of 
officers.  It  has  long  been  recognized,  in  most  jurisdictions,  as  one  of 
the  unwritten  laws  of  the  Order,  that  if  a  Sir  Knight  has  risen  to  the 
position  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  he  shall,  if  not  unworthy,  be 
advanced  to  Grand  Commander.  This  was  not  followed  in  this  in- 
stance. Sir  Knight  David  Bovee,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  able 
craftsmen  in  all .  departments  of  Masonry  which  Michigan  has  pro- 
duced, having  risen  step  by  step  through  the  subordinate  offices,  was 
now  Deputy  Grand  Commander.  An  effort  was  made,  which  proved 
successful,  by  the  friends  of  Sir  Irving  M.  Smith,  of  Saginaw,  then 
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Grand  Junior  Warden,  to  boom  him  for  the  office  of  Grand  Command- 
er. He  was  elected  to  that  position  and  Sir  Knight  Bovee  was  dropped 
out  from  the  lines.  He  was  not  alone,  however,  as  more  than  half  of 
the  entire  line  of  officers  also  "got  left."  Sir  William  Barclay,  who 
had  been  Grand  Treasurer  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  was  retired  in  favor  of  Sir  M.  S.  Smith,  of  Detroit,  and 
Sir  Oliver  Bourke,  Grand  Recorder  since  1864,  gave  place  to  Sir 
William  P.  Innes,  who  then  commenced  that  brilliant  career  as  Grand 
Recorder  which  was  to  terminate  only  with  his  life,  more  than  twenty 
years  later.  The  full  list  of  officers  chosen  at  that  time  comprised  the 
following  names: 

Sir  Irving  M.  Smith,  East  Saginaw,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  L.  C.  Starkky,  Kalamazoo,  V.  K.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  O.  L-  Spaulding,  St.  Johns,  K.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  K.  I.  Garfiku),  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Captain-General. 

Sir  A.  J.  Davis,  Lansing,  K.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  L.  H.  Randall,  Grand  Rapids,  K.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint,  K.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  M.  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  K.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Wm.  P.  Innks,  Grand  Rapids,  K.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  K.  M.  Stkvkns,  Kenton,  K.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  C.  E.  Grisson,  St.  Johns,  E.  Grand  Sword  Hearer. 

Sir  R.  H.  Morrison,  Sturgis,  E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  W.  V.  Griffith,  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

SKETCH  OF  IRVING  M.  SMITH. 

Irving  M.  Smith,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Amherst,  Erie 
County,  New  York,  February  1st,  1832.  In  1837  parents  removed 
to  the  township  of  Hartland,  in  Livingston  County,  in  this  State,  and 
his  home  was  with  them  until  1857,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  Ma- 
comb County,  where  he  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1862 
he  removed  to  East  Saginaw,  where  he  resided  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession until  the  illness  which  caused  his  death.  He  died  at  the  house 
of  his  sister,  in  Detroit,  on  the  third  day  of  April,  1876. 

He  was  returning  from  a  southern  trip — journey  a  recommended 
by  his  physician,  he  having  been  in  poor  health  for  some  months,  and 
on  reaching  his  sister's  house,  was  staying  a  few  days,  until  he  should 
feel  sufficiently  rested  and  refreshed  to  go  to  his  home  in  East  Saginaw. 
His  condition  at  this  time  was  not  such  as  to  occasion  any  alarm,  but 
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at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  April  third,  he  was  taken  suddenly 
worse,  and  in  a  few  hours  breathed  his  last,  even  before  his  relatives 
and  friends  could  be  summoned  to  his  bedside. 

His  remains  were  escorted  to  the  depot  in  Detroit  by  Detroit  Com- 
mandery,  No.  i,  who  also  kindly  detailed  a  number  of  Knights  to  ac- 
company the  remains,  as  bearers,  to  Fentonville,  where  they  were  taken 
for  burial.  The  funeral  rites  were  performed  by  the  Grand  Command- 
ery,  assisted  by  St.  Bernard,  Genesee  Valley,  Bay  City,  Corunna 
and  Fenton  Commanderies.  Past  Grand  Commander  Smith  was  taken 
while  but  little  more  than  half-way  on  life's  journey.  His  sun  went 
down  while  it  was  yet  noon,  he  dying  at  the  age  of  44  years. 

He  received  the  Order  of  Knight  Templar  in  St.  Bernard  Com- 
mandery,  No.  16,  Dec.  21,  1866.  He  was  elected  E.  C.  of  St.  Bernard 
Commandery,  and  installed  as  such  May  1st,  1868,  and  re-elected  from 
year  to  year,  retiring  from  that  office  on  the  second  of  May,  1873.  He 
was  elected  and  installed  as  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  in  June,  187 1,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  At  Baltimore,  in  187 1,  he  was 
elected  and  installed  as  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  K.  T.  of  the  United  States.  To  those  who  knew  him  best  no 
words  of  commendation  need  be  added.  His  pleasant  social  qualities, 
his  strict  integrity,  his  charitable  disposition,  his  high  regard  for 
Truth,  which  "above  all  things  beareth  the  victory,"  his  systematic 
and  prompt  business  habits,  his  zeal  as  a  Templar  and  his  love  for  our 
Order,  were  known  to  all  of  his  companions  and  alike  appreciated  and 
respected. 

* 

After  the  installation  of  officers  at  the  annual  in  1871,  Sirs  William 
Barclay  and  Oliver  Bourke  were  made  honorary  life  members  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  in  consideration  of  their  long  and  eminently 
valuable  services. 

The  Grand  Officers  were  provided  with  a  new  set  of  Jewels  at  a 
cost  of  a  little  more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  secure  an  edict  making  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  a  pre-requisite  to  receiving  the 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


17 


Orders  of  Knighthood.  This  has  been  attempted  several  times  since 
but  has  always  failed  of  adoption. 

* 

*  * 

The  eighteenth  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  was  held  in  September  of  this  year,  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  was  represented  by 
Grand  Commander  Smith;  Sir  A.  T.  Metcalf  as  proxy  for  the  Deputy 
Grand  Commander;  Sir  Oliver  L.  Spaulding  Grand  Generalissimo,  with 
Past  Grand  Commanders  Benjamin  Porter,  Theron  A.  Flower,  and 
John  L.  Mitchell.  A  large  number  of  Michigan  Knights  accompanied 
the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1, 
going  as  special  escort. 

Their  reception  and  entertainment  in  Baltimore,  by  the  Sir  Knights 
of  Maryland,  and  particularly  by  the  Commanderies  of  Baltimore,  were 
characterized  by  the  most  unbounded  liberality  and  the  most  generous 
hospitality. 

Although  visiting  Baltimore,  the  head  quarters  of  the  Michigan 
Sir  Knights  were  located  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and,  upon  arrival 
in  that  city,  the  entire  membership  of  the  order  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, awaited  their  coming,  by  whom  they  were  received  and  wel- 
comed to  that  city  in  a  most  cordial  and  affectionate  manner,  and  es- 
corted with  knightly  courtesies  to  head  quarters. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  during  the  visit  to  Baltimore, 
was  the  Grand  Parade  and  Review,  which  occurred  on  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, in  which  it  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand  Sir 
Knights,  from  every  part  of  the  United  States,  participated;  every 
Michigan  Sir  Knight  may  justly  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  prize 
awarded  to  the  most  soldierly-appearing  and  best  drilled  Commandery 
upon  that  occasion,  was  fairly  won  and  brought  home  to  our  own  Pe- 
ninsular State,  by  Michigan's  Banner  Commandery,  Detroit,  No.  1. 

* 

*  * 

The  spirit  which  animated  masonic  hearts  this  year,  to  relieve  the 
sufferers  from  the  severe  fires  which  prevailed  in  this  state,  reached  the 
hearts  of  Templars  as  well  as  Blue  Lodge  Masons,  and  near  the  close  of 
that  year  Grand  Commander  Smith  received  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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dollars  for  this  purpose  from  Washington  Conimandery,  No.  i,  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  accompanied  with  a  most  fraternal  letter  of  sympathy. 

No  new  Commanderies  were  formed  in  187 1.  The  Sir  Knights  in 
Three  Rivers  and  Alpena  petitioned  for  dispensations,  but  the  Grand 
Comniandery  declined  to  grant  them.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Commaudery  a  charter  was  granted  the  Sir  Knights  at  Three 
Rivers,  and  Three  Rivers  Conimandery  took  its  place  among  the  work- 
ing bodies  of  this  state. 


MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1872. 


The  Grand  Lodge  Officers  elected  for  the  year  1872  were: 


Henry  Chamberlain,  Three  Oaks, 
Hugh  McCurdy,  Corunna, 
Wiujam  Dunham,  Manistee, 
D.  W.  Clkmmer,  Dowagiac, 
Rukus  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
James  Kenton,  Detroit, 
Henry  M.  Look,  Pontiac, 
Matthew  H.  Maynard,  Marquette, 
Ammi  M.  Lewis,  Detroit, 
William  Fitzgerald,  East  Saginaw, 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington, 
John  K.  Chisholm,  Marshall, 
John  S.  Hooker,  Lowell, 
Chas.  J.  Kruger,  Grand  Rapids, 
George  N.  Mead,  South  Camden, 
Alexander  McGregor,  Detroit, 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  S.  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  J.  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  W.  G.  Visitor  and  Lecturer. 

D.  D.  G.  M.  for  Upper  Peninsula. 

M.  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  Grand  Architect. 

W.  S.  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  J.  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Steward  and  Tyler. 


Not  the  least  in  importance  among  them  asonic  events  of  the  year 
1872  was  the  work  of  the  Grand  Master  and  his  Grand  Officers  at  the 
unveiling  and  dedication  of  the  Michigan  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Monument  in  Detroit. 


On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  pursuant  to  an  invitation  from  the 
Monument   Association,   Grand  Master  Chamberlain  summoned  the 
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Grand  Officers  and  requested  the  attendance  of  the  craft  to  participate 
in  the  ceremonies. 

The  people  of  Michigan,  without  distinction  of  party  or  creed, 
having  erected  this  enduring  memorial  to  their  sons  and  brothers  who 
had  gallantly  fought  and  so  many  of  whom  had  fallen  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  our  government,  the  presence  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
one  of  whose  cardinal  principles  is  to  be  true  to  our  government  and  just 
to  our  county,  was  eminently  proper  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  day  proved  a  most  propitious  one  and  a  vast  concourse  of 
people  assembled  to  participate  in  and  to  witness  these  solemn 
ceremonies.  An  imposing  parade  of  military  companies,  remnants  of 
Michigan  regiments,  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy, 
State  and  Municipal  officers,  fire  companies,  civic  and  benevolent 
societies,  together  with  fifteen  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar, 
whose  waving  plumes  and  glittering  swords  added  brilliancy  to  the 
pageant,  won  the  admiration  of  the  admiring  thousands  there  assembled 
to  do  honor  to  our  fallen  soldiers. 

The  people  being  assembled  on  the  Campus,  the  monument  was 
unveiled,  when  the  Grand  Master,  after  delivering  a  brief  and  appro- 
priate address,  dedicated  the  monument  with  the  ceremonies  of  Free- 
masonry, closing  the  services  in  these  words: 

And  in  the  name  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  I  do  solemnly  dedicate  this  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  gallant  living  and  the  honored  dead — the  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
Michigan. 

* 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  HENRY  CHAMBERLAIN, 

GRAND  MASTER,  1872. 


Henry  Chamberlain  was  born  at  Pembroke,  New  Hampshire, 
March  17,  1824.  His  parents  were  Moses  Chamberlain,  son  of  Major 
Moses  Chamberlain  and  Rebecca  Abbot  his  wife,  of  London,  and  Mary 
Foster,  daughter  of  Abiel  Foster,  Esq.  and  Susannah  Moore  his  wife, 
of  Canterbury,  N.  H. 
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Their  ancestors  were  of  the  sturdy  yeomanry  who  settled  in  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
among  them  were  those  who  were  eminent  in  civil  and  military  affairs 
in  colonial  times  and  in  the  revolutionary  period. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  article  was  a  merchant  and 
farmer,  as  in  his  time,  almost  every  man  in  the  country  and  villages, 
whatever  his  principal  occupation  might  be,  was  to  some  extent  a 
tiller  of  the  soil. 

The  school  education  of  Henry  was  very  limited.  Up  to  his 
twelfth  year  he  attended  the  district  school  for  a  few  months  in  each 
year  and  was  later  a  student  at  the  academy  in  his  native  town  for 
six  months. 

In  1836  the  father  with  his  family  removed  to  Concord,  the  capitol 
of  the  State,  and  continued  his  mercantile  business  until  1843,  during 
which  time  the  son  was  a  clerk  in  his  store. 

In  1843  family  moved  to  Berrien  county,  Michigan,  where  the 
elder  Chamberlain  and  his  son  engaged  in  clearing  and  working  a 
farm.  In  1850  the  son  removed  to  what  is  now  the  village  of  Three 
Oaks,  then  a  wilderness,  and  commenced  to  clear  up  a  farm  and  in 
1854  engaged  in  mercantile  business  which  was  continued  until  1880. 
For  a  few  years  longer  he  managed  a  large  farm,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business  and  work,  except  to  improve  a  few  hundred  acres  of 
land,  in  which  he  is  now  employed. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  elected  Supervisor  of  his  township  when  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  fifteen  days,  and  was  re- 
elected for  the  succeeding  three  years,  the  last  time  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  all  the  electors.  He  served  as  a  Supervisor  between  1845  and 
1868  about  thirteen  terms.  Was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  has  held- many  of  the  offices  in  the  township,  village  and  school 
district  in  which  he  lives.  In  1848  he  was  elected  a  Representative  to 
the  State  Legislature  and  served  during  the  session  of  1849,  an<i 
declined  a  re-nomination.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  a  mail  route 
agent  on  the  Mich.  C.  R.  R.  and  resigned  in  1855.  Was  postmaster 
at  Three  Oaks  for  many  years.  He  was  appointed  in  1883  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  which  has  charge  of  the  Michigan 
A ^ric ul  1  aril  College,  which  position  he  yet  holds.    Was  a  member  of 
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the  Semi-Centennial  Commission  of  1885.  Has  held  a  commission  as  a 
Notary  Public  for  forty-seven  years. 

In  1864  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  State  Senator;  in 
1866  for  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention;  in  1868,  1870  and 
1876  for  member  of  Congress  from  the  south  west  district  of  Michigan; 
in  1874  for  Governor;  but  in  each  case  for  lack  of  votes  failed  to  be 
elected,  but  at  each  election  polled  more  than  his  party  vote.  Has 
three  times  received  the  vote  of  his  party  in  the  State  Legislature  for 
United  States  Senator.  Has  been  a  delegate  to  many  of  the  State 
Conventions  of  his  party,  and  to  National  Conventions. 

He  was  entered,  passed,  and  raised  to  the  degree  of  a  Master 
Mason  in  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge,  No.  4,  at  Niles,  in  1854,  and  has 
received  the  several  degrees  and  orders  in  the  Chapter,  Council  and 
Commandry  in  the  city  of  Niles. 

In  November  1867  he  was  appointed  as  Master  of  a  Lodge,  under 
dispensation,  at  Three  Oaks,  and  in  January,  1868  was  elected  Master 
of  the  same  Lodge,  known  as  Three  Oaks  Lodge,  No.  239. 

In  January,  1869,  he  first  sat  in  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
as  a  representative  of  a  Lodge.  In  1871  was  chairman  of  Committee 
on  Masonic  law  and  in  the  same  year  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
In  1872  was  elected  Grand  Master  and  served  for  the  year  ending  Jan- 
uary, 1873,  and  positively  declined  a  re-election.  As  Grand  Master  he 
gave  most  of  his  time  for  the  year  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  visiting 
many  of  the  Lodges  and  meeting  most  of  the  Masters  and  Secretaries 
of  the  Lodges  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction.  He  appointed  and  presided 
over  the  committee  which  revised  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  and 
drafted  the  Regulations  and  By-Laws  now  in  force  and  gave  to  this 
work  much  time  and  consideration,  and  as  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
in  the  main,  agree  with  his  opinion  of  the  Masonic  law. 

He  made  a  very  large  number  of  decisions  during  his  term  but  as 
most  of  them  were  on  questions  upon  which  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  among  intelligent  Masons  they  were  not  reported  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  but  he  decided  some  contested  questions  and  his  decisions  are 
now  regarded  as  sound  masonic  law. 

His  decision  by  which  he  reversed  an  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
then  in  force,  that  it  was  not  Masonry  to  tax  Masons  for  charitable  pur- 
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poses  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  has  continued  to  be  the 
law  of  the  Michigan  Grand  Lodge  up  to  this  time. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  is  a  man  of  general  information  and  has 
given  much  thought  and  study  to  masonic,  economic,  agricultural  and 
political  questions.  He  has  a  large  acquaintance  with  the  people  of 
Michigan  and  has  made  many  addresses  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
state  upon  some  one  of  the  subjects  of  his  thought  and  study. 

He  has  known  nearly  every  man  who  has  been  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  state  since  its  admission  into  the  Union,  and  has  had  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  all  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
with  two  exceptions,  and  including  the  eminent  statesman  and  patriot 
who  served  the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  1826. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  August,  Brother  Hugh  McCurdy,  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master,  acting  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  Master,  laid  the 
corner-stone  of  a  new  city  hall  in  Port  Huron,  after  which  he  delivered  an 
eloquent  address.  The  occasion  was  one  of  rare  interest  to  the  citizens 
of  that  enterprising  place,  and  the  building  erected  upon  the  corner- 
stone then  laid,  a  commodious  and  tasteful  one,  served  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  constructed  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  when  it  was 
re-constructed  and  enlarged  to  meet  the  increased  demands  of  that 
growing  municipality. 

Three  lodgej^were  burned  out  in  this  year,  viz:  Grand  Haven 
Lodge,  No.  139,  on  February  2d;  Farmington  Lodge,  No.  151,  on  Oc- 
tober 9th;  and  Rockford  Lodge,  No.  246,  on  December  30th. 

Grand  Master  Chamberlain  made  official  visits  to  thirty-two  lodges 
and  inspected  the  records  of  over  two  hundred  and  forty,  giving  much 
valuable  instruction  to  the  lodges  and  their  officers.  He  devoted  al- 
most his  entire  time  for  the  year  to  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office, 
and  under  his  fostering  care  the  craft  enjoyed  a  year  of  prosperity. 

He  granted  dispensations  for  five  new  lodges,  located  at  Hersey, 
Watervliet,  Hartford,  North  Branch,  and  Whitehall,  the  one  at 
Watervliet  being  named  Henry  Chamberlain  Lodge  in  his  honor.  In 
reporting  these  dispensations  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  acknowledged 
a  doubt  as  to  whether  more  than  two  of  them  should  have  been  granted, 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


25 


so  he  seems  to  have  made  the  average  right  by  arresting  the  charters  of 
three  lodges  for  wrong  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers  or  members. 

These  were  Tawas  City  Lodge,  No.  302,  Hamilton  Lodge,  No. 
113,  and  Gaines  Lodge,  No.  249.  The  charters  were  subsequently  re- 
stored to  the  first  two,  but  Gaines  Lodge  has  never  been  permitted  to 
resume  work. 

* 

*  * 

Brother  Truman  H.  Lyon,  who  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  in 
1857,  and  who,  for  many  years,  was  one  the  best  exemplars  and  bright- 
est ornaments  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  died  in  Grand  Rapids 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  September,  1872.  He  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  the  year  1801,  passed  the  years  of  his  youth  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  the  year  ^  was  admitted  as  a 
state. 

As  Judge,  legislator,  business  man,  citizen  and  Mason,  he  was 
true  to  his  trusts,  faithful  to  his  engagements,  and  intelligent  and 
honorable  in  all  things.  Those  who  knew  him  best  loved  and  respect- 
ed him  most;  hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  within  the  mystic  circle  of 
masonic  association,  he  drew  to  himself,  as  by  hooks  of  steel,  the  hearts 
of  all  who  love  the  true,  kind-hearted  helpfulness  and  brotherly  faith- 
fulness of  a  genuine  masonic  spirit. 

During  the  year  1872  the  membership  of  the  lodges  increased  to 
twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  the  cash  re- 
ceipts were  $7,774.75. 

* 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

Several  important  matters  received  attention  at  the  annual  convo- 
cation of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1872.  The  idea  of  organized  masonic 
charity  was  beginning  to  receive  attention,  and  the  setting  aside  of  the 
surplus  funds  for  this  purpose  was  strongly  urged  by  some  of  the  en- 
thusiastic craftsmen.  At  this  time  there  was  less  than  six  hundred 
dollars  in  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  this  was  thought  to 
be  sufficient  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  that  would  grow  into  some- 
thing great  and  grand  in  the  future.  Accordingly  Companion  William 
Walker,  of  St.  Johns,  brought  this  matter  before  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
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the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  looking  to  the  establishment 
of  a  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home. 

Whereas,  The  subject  of  the  disposition  and  investment  of  the  funds  accu- 
mulating from  year  to  year  of  this  and  other  Grand  Bodies,  and  their  financial  condi- 
tion, is  one  of  great  and  growing  interest  to  the  whole  fraternity  of  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction; and 

Whereas,  The  building  of  a  Masonic  Temple  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Bodies 
would  be  a  very  commendable  enterprise,  or  perhaps  what  would  be  still  more  con- 
ducive to  the  benefits  of  humanity  at  large,  and  our  fraternity  in  particular,  an 
asylum  as  a  home  for  widows,  or  a  school  for  the  orphans  of  those  companions  or 
brothers  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  and  at  the  command 
of  the  Grand  Architect,  have  laid  by  the  working  tools  of  the  craft,  and  have  gone 
from  labor  on  earth  to  refreshment  in  a  happier  clime;  and 

Whereas,  This  has  been  a  subject  of  deep  thought  and  anxiety  by  many  of 
the  learned  and  wise  of  the  fraternity  for  years  that  are  past,  and  the  best  manner 
of  husbanding  our  means  and  curtailing  the  expenses  of  our  Grand  Bodies  within 
reasonable  bounds,  which  is  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of  all  bodies 
of  men;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  funds  and  finances  under  consideration,  and  report  thereon  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  and  before  the  election  of  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Body  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

The  committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Body  (in  connection 
with  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge)  has  long  been  a  source  of  deep  interest  to  the  com- 
panions and  brothers  of  this  whole  jurisdiction,  and  the  endowment  of  a  school  for 
the  education  of  the  orphans  of  our  beloved  companions  and  brothers  who  have 
passed  to  the  other  shore,  or  an  asylum  for  the  widows,  left  to  buffet  with  poverty 
and  sickness  in  their  declining  years,  would  seem  a  fit  subject  for  the  deliberations 
of  this  Grand  Body. 

In  furtherance  of  the  object  above  named,  your  committee  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  of  three  companions  of  this  Grand 
Body,  eminent  for  their  philanthropy  and  learning,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  like 
committee  of  three  or  five,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  (if  in  their  wisdom 
they  should  see  fit  to  co-operate  in  this  laudable  undertaking),  to  sit  during  the  re- 
cess of  this  Grand  Body,  to  devise  some  plan  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  proposed 
object  in  the  most  feasible  manner  possible;  and  to  that  end  they  be  authorized  to 
draw  a  bill  to  be  submitted  to  this  Grand  Body  at  its  next  Annual  Convocation, 
and,  if  approved  by  them,  then  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  to  be  enacted  in- 
to a  law  for  the  government  of  such  institution  as  may  be  thought  most  expedient 
for  the  good  of  our  beloved  order. 


L.  H.  RANDALL. 
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The  committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  committed  for  the  next 
year  was  "the  three  Williams" — William  L.  Webber,  William  P.  Innes, 
and  William  L.  Greenly. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  the  following 
week,  Companion  Walker  presented  the  same  matter,  but  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  referred  reported  adversely  to  engaging  in  any 
such  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the  finances  of  that 
body,  and  nothing  farther  was  done  about  the  matter  at  that  time.  It 
was  left  to  future  years,  and  to  other  hands,  to  take  up  the  ideas  here 
advanced,  and  by  developing  the  plan  here  outlined  in  embryo,  to  give 
to  the  fraternity  in  this  state,  that  grand  monument  to  Masonic  char- 
ity, the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  which  is  made  the  subject  of  a  spe- 
cial chapter  later  in  this  work. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  three  Williams  named  above  as 
composing  the  Grand  Chapter  committee,  two  of  them  were  destined  to 
be  actively  connected  with  the  Masonic  Home  in  later  years.  William 
P.  Innes  was  its  efficient  Secretary  during  the  struggles  and  triumphs 
of  its  erection  and  equipment,  that  service  ending  only  at  his  death, 
and  when  the  masonic  Grand  Bodies  jointly  assumed  the  ownership 
and  control  of  the  Home,  William  L.  Webber  became  one  of  the  most 
valuable  members  of  the  Board  of  Control,  representing,  with  two 
others,  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  the  Home. 

* 

*  * 

The  officers  chosen  to  have  charge  of  the  Royal  Craft  for  the 
year  1872  were: 

M.  E.  Leonard  H.  Randall,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  John  W.  Finch,  Adrian,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Alfred  I.  Sawyer,  Monroe,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Jex  J.  Bardwell,  Detroit,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Centreville,      Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Rev.  William  Stowe,  Port  Huron,   Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  Richard  Rowland,  Detroit,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

R.  E.  Charles  J.  Kruger,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  Liberty  H.  Bailey,  South  Haven,     Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Stilman  Blanchard,  Tecumseh,       Grand  Lecturer. 

E.  Edwin  Saunders,  Saginaw  City,       Grand  Master  3d.  Veil. 

E-  David  C.  Spaulding,  Lyons,  Grand  Master  2d.  Veil. 

E.  Edwin  M.  Doane,  Adrian,  Grand  Master  1st  Veil. 
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Only  two  new  Chapters  were  organized  in  this  year,  they  being 
at  Pinckney  and  Grand  Haven.  The  first  of  these  only  survived  for 
six  years,  when  it  surrendered  its  charter  and  ceased  to  exist. 

The  year  was  a  quiet  and  uneventful  one,  but  there  was  a  steady 
growth  in  membership,  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  six  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty. 

* 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

There  were  at  this  time  twenty-eight  Commanderies  in  this  ju- 
risdiction, having  a  combined  membership  of  sixteen  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two. Detroit,  No.  i,  had  the  largest,  with  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-seven; Pontiac  No.  2,  Adrian,  No.  4,  Peninsular,  No.  8,  Jackson, 
No.  9,  and  Columbia  No.  18,  were  the  only  other  ones  numbering  as 
many  as  one  hundred  members;  thirteen  more  had  a  membership  of 
fifty  or  over,  the  other  ten  had  less  than  fifty. 

The  officers  elected  for  that  Templar  year  were: 


R.  E.  Sir  O.  L.  Spaulding,  St.  Johns, 
V.  E.  Sir  E.  I.  Garfield,  Detroit, 
E.  Sir  L.  H.  Randall,  Graud  Rapids, 
E.  Sir  S.  S.  Mathkws,  Pontiac, 
E.  Rev.  A.  J.  Davis,  Lansing, 


E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 
E. 


r  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint, 

r  R.  J.  Carnry,  Bay  City, 

r  M.  S.  Smith,  Detroit, 

r  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids, 

r  C.  E.  Grisson,  St.  Johns, 

r  R.  H.  Morrison,  Sturgis, 

r  Edward  S.  Brownson,  Marshall, 

r  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 


R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

V-  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Grand  Generalissimo. 

Grand  Captain  General. 

Grand  Prelate. 

Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Recorder. 

Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Grand  Warder. 

Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 


A  sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of  Grand  Commander  Spaulding 
will  be  found  in  another  place  in  connection  with  his  work  as  Grand 
Master.  During  his  year  as  Grand  Commander  he  granted  a  dispen- 
sation for  a  new  Commandery  at  Marquette,  the  first  one  to  be  organ- 
ized in  the  upper  peninsula. 

Alexander  McGregor  was  elected  Grand  Sentinel  this  year  and  com- 
menced that  long  and  faithful  service  in  that  capacit}'  which  so  en- 
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deared  him  to  his  brothers  and  f raters  in  Michigan,  and  which  ter- 
minated only  when  he  finally  sheathed  his  shining  sword  and  entered 
into  the  blessed  asylnm  above.  The  high  esteem  in  which  this  be- 
loved Sir  Knight  was  held  throughout  all  Michigan,  makes  it  most 
fitting  that  his  well  known  features  should  be  preserved  in  this  volume, 
and  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life  and  labors  recorded  among  those  with 
whom  he  lived  and  labored. 


ALEXANDER  McGREGOR.  ✓ 

Alexander  McGregor  was  born  at  Perthshire,  Scotland,  in  1830, 
and  came  to  Detroit  in  1857.  In  1858,  in  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  91,  he 
became  a  Master  Mason,  and  in  1863  received  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in 
Peninsular  Chapter,  No.  16.  He  took  the  Council  degrees  in  Monroe 
Council,  No.  1,  received  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Detroit  Command- 
ery  No.  1,  in  1871,  and  the  ineffable  degrees  of  the  A.  A.  Scottish  Rite 
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in  the  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  in  1877,  and  the  same  year  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Moslem  Temple  of  Detroit. 

He  was  the  custodian  of  the  old  Masonic  Temple  on  Congress 
street,  from  the  time  it  was  dedicated  to  masonry.  For  more  than 
thirty-five  years  he  was  Tiler  of  the  same  Lodge,  and  at  times  of  all 
the  lodges  of  the  city.  He  was  Sentinel  for  the  Chapter  since  1863,  and 
Sentinel  for  the  Council  and  Commandery  since  1871.  In  1872  he 
was  elected  Grand  Tiler  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Grand  Sentinel  of 
the  Grand  Commandery.  In  1883  he  was  chosen  Grand  Sentinel  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council.  All  of  these  positions  he 
filled  with  fidelity  and  zeal  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

For  the  place  he  occupied  he  was  singularly  constituted  and  fitted; 
his  memory  of  faces  and  names  was  marvelous;  when  a  new  member 
made  his  first  appearance  at  the  outer  door  McGregor  seemed  to  take 
an  inventory  of  the  man,  and  though  he  might  not  come  again  for 
several  years,  the  Sentinel  would  call  him  by  name  and  locate  him 
from  where  he  first  hailed.  He  could  probably  call  more  masons  by 
name  than  any  other  man  in  Michigan,  by  reason  of  his  being  Grand 
Tiler  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Grand  Sentinel  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  Grand  Sentinel  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  K.  T.  of  Michigan. 
He  came  in  contact  with  more  masons  than  any  other  man  unless  it 
was  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Many  years  ago  he  was  dubbed  by  the  fraternity  as  "Alec,"  not 
from  any  disrespect  but  from  that  feeling  of  kinship  or  close  friendship 
that  permits  liberties  of  this  kind;  the  old  and  the  young  called  him 
"Alec."  He  was  a  young  old  man  and  felt  as  much  complimented  in 
being  called  "Alec"  as  he  ever  did  in  being  called  "Companion"  or 
"Sir  Knight." 

He  did  not  aspire  to  great  positions,  nor  to  do  great  things,  but  he 
did  aspire,  and  his  ambition  knew  no  bounds  to  do  the  smallest  duty 
assigned  to  him  so  well  that  it  was  beyond  criticism. 

He  was  chaste  and  pure  in  language,  no  obscene  word  or  doubtful 
jest  ever  escaping  his  lips.  Every  man's  character  was  safe  in  his 
keeping. 

He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  an 
earnest,  conscientious  christian  gentleman. 
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His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  August  2, 
1896.  His  funeral  obsequies  were  conducted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Deputy  Grand  Master  Lou  B.  Winsor  conducting  the  ceremonies,  and 
on  August  4,  1896,  his  mortal  remains  were  laid  to  rest  beneath  the 
soil  in  the  beautiful  shade  of  Elmwood  cemetery.  Well  was  it  said  of 
him:  "the  ever-whispering  breezes  may  sing  his  requiem  among  the 
elms  that  overshadow  the  spot  where  his  mortal  remains  repose;  flowers 
may  be  strewn  upon  his  grave  and  diffuse  sweet  fragrance  all  around; 
a  costly  monument  of  marble  or  granite  may  be  erected  to  his  memory 
by  the  kindly  hands  of  his  heart-stricken  family;  but  his  sweetest  re- 
quiem will  be  the  genuine  expressions  of  regret  over  his  absence  from 
us;  the  choicest  flowers  will  be  the  many  kind  words  that  will  be  spok- 
en of  him  by  his  brethren  as  they  miss  him  from  his  post;  and  his 
grandest  monument  will  be  erected  in  the  hearts  of  his  brethren  as  they 
recount  his  virtues.  To  his  family  he  left  a  heritage  more  to  be 
prized  than  riches;  he  left  the  record  of  a  pure  life  and  spotless  reputa- 
tion." 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September  a  Templar  re-union  and  parade 
was  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  the  Grand  Commandery  and  a  number  of  its 
subordinates  being  the  guests  of  DeMolai,  No.  5,  of  that  city.  Most 
of  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  and  sixteen  subordinate  Command- 
eries,  as  follows: 

Adrian,  No.  4;  DeMolai,  No.  5;  Port  Huron,  No.  7;  Jackson,  No. 
9;  Ionia,  No.  11;  Niles,  No.  12;  Marshall,  No.  17;  Columbia,  No.  19; 
Corunna,  No.  21;  Muskegon,  No.  22;  Pilgrim,  No.  23;  St.  Johns,  No. 
24;  Lansing,  No.  25;  Bay  City,  No.  26;  and  Three  Rives,  No.  29. 

The  march  of  these  Commanderies  to  the  Union  Fair  Grounds, 
each  headed  by  its  band  of  music,  with  banners  gaily  catching  the 
breeze,  a  thousand  Sir  Knights  strong,  with  waiving  plumes  and  swords 
glancing  back  the  sunshine  of  that  bright  September  day,  was  a  sight 
not  likely  to  be  forgotten  by  any  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  behold  it. 

At  the  Fair  Grounds  a  collation  was  served  by  DeMolai  Command- 
ery, and  the  Commanderies  were  reviewed  by  the  Grand  Commander 
in  the  presence  of  at  least  20,000  spectators. 

Later  in  the  day  an  elegant  and  sumptuous  banquet  was  provided 
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by  the  hospitable  f raters  of  DeMolai,  No.  5,  which  terminated  one  of  the 
pleasantest  Templar  meetings  ever  held  in  Michigan  to  that  date. 

* 

The  first  Past  Grand  Commander  to  sheath  his  sword  and  enter 
into  the  presence  of  his  Lord  and  Master  was  Sir  Francis  Darrow,  who 
died  on  April  twelfth  of  this  year.  The  Grand  Commandery  at  its 
next  meeting  took  proper  notice  of  this  sad  event  and  a  fitting  me- 
morial was  adopted. 

This  Templar  year  was  a  harmonious  and  prosperous  one.  The 
thirty  Commanderies  dubbed  and  created  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
Sir  Knights;  thus  making  a  substantial  increase  in  the  army  of  knight- 
ly soldiers. 


MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1873. 


At  the  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1873,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  and  installed  for  that  year: 


Hugh  McCurdy,  Corunna, 
Wm.  L.  Webber,  East  Saginaw, 

D.  W.  Clemmer,  Dowagiac, 
A.  M.  Clark,  Lexington, 
R.  W.  Landon,  Niles. 

F.  Pratt,  M.  D.,  Kalamazoo, 
Henry  M.  Look,  Pontiac, 

E.  Ray  Clark,  New  Haven, 
Thomas  Rix,  Dowagiac, 
Geo.  N.  Mead,  Camden, 

N.  Hamilton,  Buchanan, 
Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

"      Senior  Grand  Warden. 

"      Junior  Grand  Warden. 

"      Grand  Treasurer. 

"      Grand  Secretary. 

"      Grand  Lecturer. 

"      Grand  Chaplain. 
W.      Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
"       Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Marshal. 
Bro.    Grand  Tiler. 


After  a  service  extending  over  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  Broth- 
er James  Fenton  was  retired  from  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary  and 
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Brother  Foster  Pratt  of  Kalamazoo  was  elected  to  that  position.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  appropriated  to  procure  a  testimonial  to 
Brother  Fenton  of  the  regard  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  procure  the  same. 

At  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  general  revision  of  the  Con- 
stitution, Regulations  and  By-Laws,  which  had  been  prepared  by  a 
committee  specially  named  for  that  purpose,  was  adopted  and  the  same 
has  remained  the  foundation  of  Masonic  Law  in  this  jurisdiction  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  few  changes  having  been  made  therein.  This 
code  of  laws  was  the  result  of  much  study  and  consultation  by  the 
able  committee  having  it  in  charge,  and  that  it  has  served  the  wants  of 
this  large  jurisdiction  for  so  many  years  with  so  few  changes,  is  a  mon- 
ument to  the  pains-taking  labor  expended  upon  it  by  the  committee. 
This  constitution  and  code  of  laws,  being  readily  accessible  to  all  in  the 
"Blue  Book,"  or  Masonic  Law  of  Michigan,  is  not  re-produced  here  as 
the  older  ones  have  been. 

Among  the  visitors  at  this  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  Broth- 
er John  Farrar,  then  over  eighty  years  of  age  and  a  Master  Mason  for 
fifty-eight  years.  What  a  satisfaction  it  must  have  been  to  this  venera- 
ble brother  to  behold  the  growth  and  progress  of  that  institution,  in  the 
planting  of  which  he  had  borne  so  conspicuous  a  part.  Forty-seven 
years  before,  when  in  manhood's  prime,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
first  Grand  Lodge  in  this  state.  Fifteen  years  later  we  find  him  among 
those  faithful  and  zealous  workers  who  took  up  the  long  unused  and 
rusty  working  tools  of  the  craft,  awoke  into  new  life  the  slumbering 
fires  of  Masonry,  and  formed  the  second  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan. 
And  when  it  became  necessary  to  re-construct  the  edifice  then  erected, 
we  again  find  him  among  the  toilers,  assisting  in  organizing  the  pres- 
ent Grand  Lodge.  All  three  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  this  state  had 
felt  his  influence  and  received  wisdom  from  his  council,  and  all  had 
honored  him  with  official  positions,  never  sought,  but  their  duties  ever 
faithfully  performed.  How  his  heart  must  have  swelled  with  pride  as 
he  was  escorted  to  the  East  at  this  annual  meeting,  and  looked  into  the 
numerous  faces  of  those  who  were  building  upon  the  foundations  his 
hands  had  helped  to  lay  so  deep  and  strong.  Well  might  he  have  ex- 
claimed with  the  aged  Simeon,  in  the  Temple,  uLord,  now  lettest  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  Salvation." 
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Just  one  year  later  this  loved  and  honored  brother  was  summoned 
to  the  Supreme  Lodge  on  high,  there  to  receive  the  reward  of  a  well- 
spent  life. 

* 

SKETCH  OF  HUGH  McCURDY. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1873. 


Hugh  McCurdy  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Lanarkshire,  Scotland, 
December  22,  1829.  When  only  eight  years  of  age  he  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  for  the  time  at  Birmingham, 
Michigan,  which  the  people  of  the  east  regarded  as  the  very  frontier  of 
American  civilization.  The  sturdy  Scotch  character  that  has  since 
stood  the  man  in  such  good  stead  was  apparent  even  in  the  tender  lad. 
His  first  stroke  for  fortune  was  made  in  the  humble  capacity  of  cooper's 
apprentice.  He  had  early  learned  the  old  lesson  of  doing  with  his 
might  whatsoever  his  hand  found  to  do,  and  his  work  as  a  cooper  very 
soon  began  to  take  on  those  special  qualities  of  excellence  which  have 
since  peculiarly  distinguished  all  his  "work"  in  a  field  with  which  the 
readers  of  this  sketch  are  too  well  acquainted  to  render  explanation 
necessary.  He  worked  with  unceasing  diligence  and  faithfulness  so 
long  as  the  business  in  which  he  was  employed  gave  hope  of  any  good 
results  for  the  future.  It  so  chanced  that  certain  broad-minded  men 
who  were  then  prominent  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  had  taken  note 
of  this  sturdy  lad,  and  by  their  countenance  (though  he  did  not  ask 
for  pecuniary  aid)  he  found,  or  rather  made,  an  opportunity  to  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  an  education.  With  that  purpose  dominating  his  every 
hope,  he  enrolled  himself  among  the  pupils  of  J.  R.  Corson,  who  had  a 
select  school  at  Birmingham.  While  pursuing  his  rudimentary  studies 
there  he  attracted  the  notice  of  Dr.  E.  Raynale,  who  had  in  some  way  in- 
formed himself  of  the  ambitious  student's  pluck  and  perseverence,  and 
who  later  persuaded  him  that  the  law  was  the  field  in  which  he  ought 
to  sow  his  best  efforts  if  he  would  reap  any  commensurate  harvest. 
The  thought  was  audacious!    To  be  a  lawyer  in  those  days,  and  to 
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reach  that  eminence  of  respectability,  starting  from  the  foot  with  little 
to  back  his  suit,  might  have  appalled  most  lads.  But  not  so  Hugh 
McCurdy.  His  hardy  ancestry,  his  own  indomitable  courage,  and  the 
chance  that  America  gives  to  every  son  of  toil,  were  enough  for  him  to 
begin  with,  and  he  began  the  ascent  without  a  doubt  of  final  triumph. 
There  was  within  his  soul  sufficient  of  the  ego  to  make  all  possible 
things  seem  possible  to  him,  and  he  very  soon  gave  evidence  that  he 
had  not  overrated  his  capacity  to  do  and  to  endure.  While  yet  a 
student  of  the  law  he  kept  his  fortunes  moving  by  divers  means.  One 
of  his  employments  was  as  freight  agent  at  Birmingham  of  the  old 
Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad,  when  strap  rails  were  in  vogue  and  rail- 
roading was  indeed  a  primitive  science.  In  1847  ^e  ^zd  so  far  advanced 
in  general  acquirements  that  he  was  chosen  to  teach  the  village  school 
in  Birmingham,  and  during  the  following  year  he  held  a  like  employ- 
ment in  the  neighboring  village  of  Royal  Oak.  In  addition  to  his  work 
of  teaching  he  took  up  the  classics  with  C.  G.  Brownell  as  guide  and 
tutor.  Later,  with  the  little  money  he  had  saved  out  of  his  scanty 
salary,  he  bought  the  necessary  books,  and  after  surmounting  what 
sometimes  seemed  insuperable  obstacles,  he  found  himself  actually  dom- 
iciled at  the  Romeo  Academy.  Here  was  an  achievement  indeed! 
Hope  gave  new  strength  to  ambition's  wing,  and  the  now  thoroughlj' 
aroused  student  made  so  good  use  of  his  precious  academical  opportuni- 
ties that  he  soon  mastered  the  curriculum  and  bade  adieu  to  his  latest 
love.  His  next  step  was  as  a  regular  student  in  the  office  of  the 
distinguished  law  firm  of  Baldwin  &  Draper  of  Pontiac.  In  1854  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Michigan,  and  his  whole  life  since  that 
crowning  event  of  his  tentative  period  has  been  marked  by  successive 
victories  over  fortune.  It  is  a  part  of  this  personal  history  that  S.  Dow 
Elwood,  now  cashier  of  the  Wayne  County  Savings  Bank  in  Detroit, 
(but  in  1854  the  leading  law  stationer  of  Michigan,)  sold  our  subject 
the  nucleus  of  his  fine  law  library.  Mr.  Elwood's  attention  was  called 
to  the  incident  recently.  He  remembers  it  perfectly  and  said  to  the 
writer:  "Yes,  I  sold  Hugh  his  first  shelf  of  law  books  and  took  his 
word  that  they  would  be  paid  for.  He  was  an  utter  stranger  to  me, 
but  there  was  that  in  his  bearing — a  frankness  and  manliness  of  speech, 
and  altogether  a  determined,  hopeful  and  confident  view  of  life  in  what 
he  said  and  in  his  manner  of  saying  it — that  I  never  had  the  slightest 
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doubt  of  his  honesty  or  of  his  ultimate  ability  to  pay.  I  need  not  say 
that  mine  was  one  of  the  first  debts  he  discharged  after  clients  began 
to  find  out  the  value  of  his  professional  services." 

He  had,  meanwhile,  with  characteristic  foresight,  taken  "a  long 
look  ahead,"  and  with  the  extension  northward  of  the  railroad,  (now  the 
Detroit,  Grand  Haven  and  Milwaukee,)  he  moved  to  Corunna,  the 
capital  of  Shiawassee  county,  where  he  has  lived  continuously  since  he 
first  pitched  his  tent  there  and  set  up  his  household  goods.  He  has  won 
material  fortune,  lives  in  elegant  refinement,  still  enjoys  a  lucrative 
practive,  and  so  far  as  one  may  guess  has  little  left  to  be  desired  in  the 
way  of  earth's  rewards  for  work  well  done — for  fidelity  to  personal  and 
professional  trusts,  and  for  a  genial  benevolence  that  never  wearies  in 
the  good  and  kindly  offices  of  humanity. 

Shortly  after  his  removal  to  Corunna  the  office  of  prosecuting 
attorney  became  vacant  by  resignation  of  the  incumbent,  and  Judge 
Green  appointed  young  McCurdy  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  the  fall  of 
1856  he  was  nominated  by  the  democratic  convention  for  prosecuting 
attorney  and  elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  In  i860  he  received  the 
nomination  of  his  party  for  judge  of  probate,  and  although  the  county 
gave  a  majority  for  Lincoln  and  the  republican  state  and  county 
ticket,  Mr.  McCurdy  ran  more  than  a  thousand  ahead  of  his  party  vote 
and  was  elected  by  a  large  majority.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
in  1864,  and  immediately  took  rank  as  one  of  the  most  active  and 
influential  members  of  that  body.  Although  the  county  of  Shiawassee 
has  been  a  strong  republican  county  ever  since  1856,  yet  Mr.  McCurdy 
was  again  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1874.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  from  a  strong  republican 
ward — frequently  elected  without  opposition — both  parties  nominating 
him.  In  1865  Judge  McCurdy  established  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Corunna,  of  which  he  was  president  from  its  organization  down  to  1873, 
when  he  sold  out  his  stock  and  withdrew  from  the  business. 

Some  years  ago  when  his  name  was  before  the  people  in  an  im- 
portant and  significant  political  canvas,  these  words  were  written  of 
him  by  a  fellow  townsman  with  whose  political  opinions  he  had  always 
been  at  variance:  "The  writer  of  these  lines  has  known  Hugh  Mc 
Curdy  intimately  for  over  thirty  years,  and  has  had  every  opportunity 
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to  judge  of  his  character  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  true  elements  of 
citizenship.  In  the  profession  of  the  law  he  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
bar,  and  in  scholastic  attainments,  acquired  under  the  most  severe  pri- 
vations, he  also  takes  rank  among  the  foremost.  No  meritorious  per- 
son ever  applied  to  him  for  personal  relief  and  was  turned  away 
without  assistance;  for  no  man  ever  had  a  heart  that  beat  in  warmer 
sympathy  with  his  fellows.  Such  are  the  traits  and  characteristics  of 
Hugh  McCurdy,  and  such  are  the  personal  qualifications  of  this  truly 
self-made  man." 

His  Masonic  life  covers  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years,  he  having 
been  initiated  in  Birmingham  Lodge,  No.  44,  on  August  5,  1850.  Ten 
days  later  he  was  passed  and  raised  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason. 

In  the  year  1859  he  organized  Corunna  Lodge,  No.  115,  was  its 
first  Master  and  served  in  that  office  for  six  successive  years. 

He  received  the  Chapter  degrees  in  Washington  Chapter,  No.  15, 
at  Flint,  and  was  exalted  to  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  February  5,  1864. 
He  established  Corunna  Chapter,  No.  33,  January  10,  1865,  and  was  its 
first  High  Priest,  in  which  chair  he  remained  for  six  consecutive  years. 

January  12,  1869,  he  was  elected  Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan.  January  12,  1870,  he  was 
elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  January  10,  1871,  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

January  10,  1872,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Michigan.  January  17,  1873,  he  was 
unanimously  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  something 
which  had  never  before  occurred.  The  total  number  of  votes  cast  was 
832.  October  2,  1873,  he  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  State  Capitol 
at  Lansing. 

He  received  the  Orders  of  the  Temple  in  Fenton  Commandery, 
No.  14,  at  Fentonville,  March  13,  1866.  June  2,  1875,  he  was  elected 
Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan.  June 
7,  1876,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Commander.  May  9,  1877,  he 
was  elected  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Michigan. 

December  18,  1866,  he  received  the  Council  degrees  of  Royal  and 
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Select  Master  in  St.  Johns  Council,  No.  21,  at  St.  Johns,  Michigan. 
January  17,  1875,  ^e  instituted  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
in  Corunna,  was  its  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  and  continued  to  so 
serve  that  Council  for  eight  years.  January  21,  1879,  he  was  elected 
Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters. 

December  19,  1866,  he  received  the  Consistory  degrees  in  Detroit 
Consistory. 

November  18,  1873,  he  received  the  33rd  degree  and  was  created 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  U.  S. 
at  Chicago.  September  18,  1879,  ^e  was  appointed  Grand  Marshal  of 
the  Camp  in  the  Supreme  Council,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  September  27,  1883.  September  27,  1883,  he  was  elected  and 
crowned  an  Active  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council  ad  vitam. 

March  27,  1884,  he  was  elected  Illustrious  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Detroit  Consistory  of  Detroit. 

September  19,  1888,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  for  the  Northern 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  which  office  he  has  held 
ever  since. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland,  and  of  Mos- 
lem Temple  at  Detroit,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

August  11,  1892,  he  was  elected  by  a  unanimous  ballot,  Most 
Eminent  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar for  the  United  States  of  America,  at  Denver,  Colorado;  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  for  three  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  great  brotherhood 
over  which  he  presided. 

The  extraordinary  scope  and  character  of  such  a  record  can  scarce- 
ly fail  to  stir  a  spirit  of  generous  emulation  in  every  true  mason's 
breast.  Perhaps  honors  like  these  are  reserved  for  the  few,  but  every 
faithful  man  in  the  Order  may  at  least  aspire  to  them.  At  the  very 
least  so  conspicuous  and  noble  an  exemplification  of  loyal  service  re- 
warded, must  be  productive  of  lasting  good  to  Masonry. 

*  * 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN.  43 

Grand  Master  McCurdy  granted  dispensations  for  ten  new  lodges 
during  the  year  1873.  They  were  at  St.  Charles,  Ishpeming,  Bay 
City,  Brockway,  Cass  City,  South  Lyon,  Evart,  Hastings  and  Jenison- 
ville.  Barry  Lodge,  at  Hastings,  then  formed,  was  afterwards  consoli- 
dated with  Hastings  Lodge,  No.  52.  All  the  others  remain  to  this  day 
in  the  list  of  active,  working  lodges. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  just  adopted, 
one  of  the  early  acts  of  Grand  Master  McCurdy  was  to  divide  the  state 
into  ten  districts  and  to  appoint  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  in 
each.    These  Deputies  were  as  follows: 

First  district,  Alanson  Partridge,  Birmingham. 
Second  district,  William  S.  Edwards,  Hillsdale. 
Third  district,  William  Graves,  Niles. 
Fourth  district,  Gilbert  J.  Hudson,  Paw  Paw. 
Fifth  district,  Benjamin  Porter,  Jackson. 
Sixth  district,  Sardis  F.  Hubbell,  Howell. 
Seventh  district,  Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington. 
Eighth  district,  George  H.  Durand,  Flint. 
Ninth  district,  Charles  T.  Hills,  Muskegon. 
Tenth  district,  Matthew  H.  Maynard,  Marquette. 

Of  these  first  ten  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  William  Graves 
died  April,  1881;  Gilbert  J.  Hudson  December  19,  1881;  and  Sardis  F. 
Hubbell  June  16,  1887.  The  of.her  seven,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  are  still  living  and  actively  working  in  the  same 
old  quarries. 

The  most  important  masonic  event  of  the  year  1873  was  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Capitol  Building  at  Lansing,  which 
occurred  October  second.  It  was  probably  the  most  imposing  masonic 
pageant  ever  witnessed  in  Michigan. 

The  marching  column  of  Military  and  of  Civic  Societies,  consisted 
of  five  Divisions;  of  which  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  (E.  I.  Garfield  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,)  to- 
gether with  twenty-one  subordinate  Commanderies,  constituted  the 
second;  it  was  also  the  Grand  Escort  of  Honor  to  the  Third  Division, 
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consisting  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  and  thirty  two  of  its  constituent 
Lodges  present  as  organizations  and  comprising  nearly  2,500  Masons. 

The  following  Lodges  were  present  and  participated  in  the  parade 
and  exercises:  Union  of  S.  O.,  No.  3;  Evergreen,  No.  9;  Murat,  No.  14; 
Kalamazoo,  No.  22;  Union,  No.  28;  Fidelity,  No.  32;  Lansing,  No.  33; 
Lyons,  No.  37;  Plymouth  Rock,  No.  47;  Climax,  No.  59;  Lexington, 
No.  61;  Eaton  Rapids,  No.  63;  Mason,  No.  70;  Germania,  No.  79;  Byron, 
No.  80;  Lowell,  No.  90;  Greenville,  No.  96;  St.  Johns,  No.  105;  Bay 
City,  No.  129;  Stockbridge,  No.  130;  Mystic,  No.  141;  Saginaw  Valley, 
No.  154;  Dansville,  No.  160;  Grand  Ledge.  No.  179;  Chesaning,  No. 
194;  Bedford,  No.  207;  Okemos,  No.  252;  DeWitt,  No.  272;  Springport, 
No.  284;  Salt  River,  No.  288;  Woodland,  No.  304,  and  St.  Charles, 
U.  D. 

The  occasion  of  laying  this  corner-stone  was  the  grandest  fete  ever 
witnessed  in  the  Peninsular  State — drawing  together  perhaps  the  largest 
concourse  of  people  ever  assembled  in  Michigan.  Most  faithfully  did 
the  Knights  Templar  keep  their  plighted  faith;  and  the  fifteen  hundred 
followers  of  the  Cross,  as  they  filed  along  the  avenues  of  our  capital 
city,  with  waving  banners  and  nodding  plumes,  and  with  martial  bear- 
ing keeping  step  to  clarion  and  bugle,  was  a  pageant  not  often  witnessed 
in  more  densely  populated  states.  But  the  marked  feature  of  the  pro- 
cession, and  one  that  made  the  exultant  heart  of  every  Mason  leap  with 
pride  and  joy,  was  the  modest  and  retiring  display  of  the  twenty-five 
hundred  Master  Masons,  as  they  marched  four  abreast,  appropriately 
clad  in  black  suits  and  hats,  with  white  gloves  and  aprons.  Probably 
never  before  in  the  west  was  the  high  personal  character  and  magni- 
tude of  our  Fraternity  made  more  manifest.  M.  W.  Bro.  William  Mer- 
cer Wilson,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Canada,  and  M.  W.  Bro.  New- 
comb,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Ohio,  honored  us  with  their  presence  on 
that  occasion. 

His  Excellency,  Governor  John  J.  Bagley,  delivered  an  address 
in  opening  the  exercises,  and  invited  Grand  Master  McCurdy  to  lay 
the  corner-stone,  which  he  proceeded  to  do  in  accordance  with  ancient 
masonic  usage,  after  which  he  delivered  an  eloquent  address  appropri- 
ate to  the  occasion. 

The  most  prominent  Michigan  Masons  who  died  during  this  year 
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were  Francis  Darrow,  Past  Grand  Master,  on  April  nth,  and  Melanc- 
thon  W.  Alfred,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  August  16th. 

Five  new  masonic  halls  were  dedicated,  located  at  Eaton  Rapids, 
East  Tawas,  Camden,  Birmingham  and  Grass  Lake. 

The  year  1873  closed  with  three  hundred  and  fourteen  working 
lodges,  having  a  combined  membership  of  twenty-five  thousand. 


* 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  time  for  holding  the  annual  convocations  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter were  changed  in  1873  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  of  each  year, 
at  high  twelve,  which  has  ever  since  remained  the  time  for  the  annual 
assembling  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen  to  have  charge  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  for  that  year: 

M.  E.  John  W.  Finch,  Adrian,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Alfred  I.  Sawyer,  Monroe,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Jex  J.  Bardwell,  Detroit,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Richard  Rowland,  Detroit,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Centreville,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Davis,  Lansing,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  Chas.  J.  Kruger,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

R.  E.  Liberty  H.  Bailey,  South  Haven,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  David  C.  Spaulding,  Lyons,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Stillman  Blanchard,  Tecumseh,  Grand  Lecturer. 

E.  Edwin  M.  Doane,  Adrian,  Grand  Master  Third  Veil. 

E.  Thomas  Rix,  Dowagiac,  Grand  Master  Second  Veil. 

E.  Samuel  H.  Norton,  Pontiac,  Grand  Master  First  Veil. 

This  year  witnessed  the  addition  of  five  new  Chapters  to  the  Mich- 
igan list,  they  having  been  organized  at  St.  Louis,  Rockford,  Owosso, 
Brooklyn  and  Lapeer.  In  each  case  it  proved  to  be  seed  planted  in 
good  ground,  as  all  of  these  Chapters  are  still  working  and  all  have 
made  creditable  records. 

This  was  the  year  of  the  great  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the  south, 
the  cities  of  Memphis  and  Shreveport  suffering  in  a  most  appalling 
manner.    As  a  fitting  return  for  the  aid  so  cheerfully  furnished  by  the 
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fraternity  in  other  states  to  our  own  sufferers  from  the  destructive  fires 
a  few  years  before,  Grand  High  Priest  Finch  called  upon  the  Chapters 
for  aid  for  the  fraternity  in  those  stricken  cities.  He  received  two-hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  as  a  result  of  his  appeal,  and  forwarded 
the  same  to  the  proper  authorities  to  be  distributed  for  the  benefit  of 
members  of  our  mystic  fraternity  who  needed  such  aid. 

* 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

The  seventeenth  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was 
held  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  was  attended  by  the  representatives  of  all 
the  twenty-nine  Commanderies.  The  address  of  Grand  Commander 
Spaulding  was  an  admirable  one  and  the  following  selection  from  his 
closing  words  are  as  applicable  today  as  they  were  when  uttered  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago.    He  said: 

The  world  has  need  of  such  men  as  we  have  sworn  to  be.  If  we  do  the  work 
set  us,  and  do  it  well,  to  us  and  our  Order,  under  God,  will  be  the  honor.  If  we 
do  not,  we  shall  be  thrust  aside,  and  to  worthier  hands  will  be  assigned  the  duty. 
Let  us  bear  it  in  mind  that  we  are  first  to  conquer  ourselves,  and  then  go  out  against 
the  enemy  encamped  against  us. 

We  have  no  walled  cities  to  storm,  no  enemy  to  vanquish  with  broad-sword  and 
battle  ax.  We  need  not  go  to  foreign  lands  to  seek  the  contest.  The  battle  fields 
are  all  around  us,  and  in  our  front  is  a  subtle  foe,  against  whom  we  must  hourly 
maintain  the  warfare  of  the  Christian  Templar.  We  cannot  hope  for  victory  with 
false  Knights  in  the  ranks.  We  must  all  be  good  men  and  true.  We  must  shun 
not  only  the  greater,  but  the  lesser  sins.  Drunkenness  and  profanity,  and  all  the 
vices  that  degrade  us  in  our  own  estimation,  and  that  of  others,  we  must  away  with. 
We  must  live  in  the  world,  but  not  of  the  world,  avoiding  the  very  appearance  of 
evil.  Otherwise  Templar  Masonry  will  have  failed  of  its  promises,  and  men  will  say 
of  it,  "that  it  was  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.' ' 

Let  us  remember  that  we  are  living  under  the  sanction  of  solemn  vows,  not  to 
be  laid  off  like  a  worn-out  garment;  that  our  labors  do  not  end  with  the  work  of 
the  Asylum,  and  that  we  have  higher,  aims  than  to  show  a  regalia  in  a  holiday 
parade. 

There  are  poor  and  weary  pilgrims  to  accompany  on  their  way,  to  provide  for 
and  protect.  This  duty  we  cannot  acceptably  perform  except  by  pure  lives  and 
christian  example. 

The  battle  is  always  raging.  We  have  not  only  to  hold  our  own,  but  to  carry 
dismay  and  confusion  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


47 


Then  let  us  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  our  profession,  and  seeking  the  fore- 
front of  the  fight,  rest  not  till  the  Lord's  House  shall  be  established  on  the  top  of 
the  mountain. 

At  this  conclave  a  resolution  was  adopted  forbidding  any  affiliated 
Sir  Knight  from  selling  or  in  any  way  disposing  of  his  uniform  to  a 
petitioner  for  the  Orders  so  as  to  aid  him  in  evading  the  edict  requiring 
a  candidate  to  procure  a  uniform  before  he  can  be  created  a  Knight 
Templar.  This  resolution  has  sometimes  been  ignored  of  late  years, 
whether  intentionally  or  not,  those  most  interested  could  tell. 

In  retiring  from  the  office  of  Grand  Commander,  R.  E.  Sir  Spauld- 
ing  declined  to  accept  the  amount  voted  for  his  expenses,  claiming  that 
the  honors  of  the  office  amply  repaid  him  for  the  light  expenses  he  had 
incurred.  This  act  was  almost  an  unheard  of  one  and  is  worthy  of 
imitation. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  following  Templar  year: 

Sir  E.  I.  Garfield,  Detroit,  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  L.  H.  Randall,  Grand  Rapids,  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  S.  S.  Mathkws,  Pontiac,  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint,  Grand  Captain  General. 

Sir  Rev.  A.  J.  Davis,  Lansing,  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  R.  J.  Carney,  Bay  City,  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  C.  E.  Grisson,  St.  Johns,  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  M.  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  H.  F.  Knapp,  Jackson,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Miles  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Wm.  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale,  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  great  Templar  event  of  the  year  was  the  gathering  of  the 
Commanderies  at  Lansing  on  the  occasion  of  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  state  Capitol.  Grand  Commander  Garfield  tendered 
the  escort  of  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  was  accepted  by  Grand  Master  McCurdy.  The  result 
was  the  gathering  of  the  largest  body  of  Knights  Templar  that  had 
ever  assembled  in  Michigan.  In  reporting  upon  it  Grand  Commander 
Garfield  said: 

From  early  morn  till  noonday  the  Commanderies  were  arriving  and  under  the 
escort  of  Lansing  Commandery  were  marched  immediately  to  their  quarters,  and 
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provided  with  substantial  refreshments.  At  12  o'clock  the  line  was  formed  and 
reviewed  by  the  Grand  Commander  and  staff,  when  the  order  was  given  to  "close  in 
mass  in  column  of  divisions."  This  order  was  executed  promptly,  and  the  bands, 
numbering  350  pieces,  were  massed  on  the  right.  In  this  formation  1,500  as  noble 
and  gallant  Knights  as  ever  took  the  vow  passed  up  Washington  avenue,  under 
review  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  staff,  presenting  a  spectacle  such  as 
was  never  witnessed  in  this  state,  or  perhaps  in  any  other.  The  numerous  staff  of 
the  Grand  Commander,  handsomely  mounted,  the  massing  of  the  bands,  all  playing 
in  perfect  unison  our  National  air,  "  Hail  Columbia,' '  and  1,500  Knights  with  their 
flashing  swords  and  nodding  plumes,  massed  in  lines  extending  from  curb  to  curb, 
formed  a  scene  of  animation,  discipline  and  brilliancy  baffling  description.  The 
compliments  of  the  reviewing  officers  and  plaudits  of  the  thousands  of  citizens  from 
all  parts  of  the  state  spoke  volumes  for  the  magnificent  marching  of  our  Michigan 
Knights. 

On  reaching  the  post  assigned  for  the  second  division,  the  Commauderies  took 
their  positions  at  full  distance.  In  compliance  with  the  order  issued  the  Command- 
eries  wheeled  into  column  of  division,  headed  by  their  own  bands,  and  here  again 
the  superior  marching  and  fine  personal  appearance  of  the  Knights  commanded 
the  admiration  of  all.  The  well  trained  bands  with  their  martial  strains;  the  long 
lines  of  Knights  in  column  at  full  distance,  covering  the  broad  avenues  for  half  a 
mile,  and  the  banners  of  our  order  freely  floating  over  all,  filled  the  countless 
thousands  with  enthusiasm  and  delight.  The  march  was  one  continued  ovation. 
All  changes  of  formation  by  the  Commanderies  were  at  the  same  point,  and  thus 
the  movements  were  uniform  throughout  the  whole  line.  In  this  manner  was  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  our  state  escorted  to  the  Capitol  grounds  to  perform  the  duties  assign- 
ed them.  Owing  to  the  dense  mass  of  people  at  the  stand,  it  was  impossible  for  any 
division  to  mass,  as  ordered  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  and  the  Commanderies  were 
dismissed.  In  the  evening  all  took  their  departure  for  their  homes,  and  thus 
ended  the  great  day  for  the  people  of  our  state,  and  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  Knights  of  our  jurisdiction. 

* 

The  thirty  Commanderies  of  Michigan  knighted  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  in  the  year,  and  the  membership  in  the  state  increased  to 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-one. 

ELLERY  IRVING  GARFIELD. 

Ellery  Irving  Garfield  was  born  in  Langdon,  New  Hampshire, 
December  7,  1837.  When  eight  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  where  he  attended  school,  and 
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Ellery  Irving  Garfield  was  born  in  Landon,  New  Hampshire, 
December  7,  1837.  When  eight  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  where  he  attended  school,  and 
later  he  attended  the  Kimball  Union  Academy  at  Meridan,  New  Hamp- 
shire, until  1855,  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  was  employed  in  his 
brother's  hardware  store  for  the  next  four  years.  In  1859  ^e  came  to 
Detroit,  and  for  the  next  three  years  was  employed  in  the  book  store  of 
Raymond  and  Lapham,  and  in  the  office  of  the  Advertiser.  From  1862 
to  1 87 1  he  was  employed  in  United  States  Internal  Revenue  office. 
In  1871  he  became  Controller  of  the  City  of  Detroit,  occupying  that 
highly  responsible  position  until  1877. 

He  identified  himself  with  the  masonic  fraternity  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  being  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1, 
on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  i860.  He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1,  July  2,  1863,  and  received  the  orders  of 
Knighthood  in  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  in  1865. 

While  he  loved  Masonry  in  all  of  its  departments,  yet  it  was  Tem- 
plar Masonry  that  possessed  for  him  the  greatest  charm  and  to  it  he 
devoted  what  time  he  could  spare  from  his  business  duties.  He  was 
Senior  Warden  of  Detroit  Commandery  two  years;  Captain  General  for 
several  years,  and  Emineut  Commander  in  1871/ 

While  he  was  filling  the  office  of  Captain  General  he  learned  the 
need  of  a  system  of  drill,  or  tactics,  for  Commandery  use,  and  he  wrote 
and  published  "Garfield's  Templar  Tactics." 

This  was  one  of  the  earliest  manuals  of  Templar  drill  ever  pub- 
lished and  became  a  recognized  authority  in  a  number  of  grand  juris- 
dictions, remaining  to  this  day  a  standard  work. 

His  first  office  in  the  Grand  Commandery  was  that  of  Grand 
Captain  General,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in  1870,  serving  two 
years.  In  1872  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander  and  filled  that  ex- 
alted station  with  honor  and  credit,  winning  the  love  and  esteem  of 
the  Templar  Hosts  of  Michigan. 

In  1876  he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 
resigned  in  1877,  when  he  went  to  Massachusetts  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Since  this  time  he  has  not  been  specially  active  in  Masonry, 
but  still  enjoys  an  occasional  visit  to  some  of  the  masonic  bodies.  At 
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the  triennial  conclave  in  1895,  he  was  an  Aide  on  the  staff  of  Grand 
Commander  Lawrence,  who  was  chief  Marshal  of  the  great  parade. 

Since  1878  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  electrical  business  in 
Boston,  being  now  the  New  England  manager  for  the  Fort  Wayne 
Electric  Corporation.  His  residence  has  been  at  Lexington,  Mass.,  for 
nearly  twenty  years. 

* 

MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1874. 


The  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  January,  1874, 
was  a  largely  attended  one,  there  being  three  hundred  and  sixty-two 
members  present,  besides  visitors.  The  address  of  Grand  Master  Mc- 
Curdy  was  the  most  exhaustive  one  yet  delivered  before  this  Grand 
Lodge.  All  the  current  events  were  treated  in  a  masterly  manner,  and 
a  large  number  of  rulings  upon  masonic  law,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  were  made  and  became  authorized 
edicts  of  this  jurisdiction.  This  Grand  Master,  like  some  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  strongly  urged  the  Grand  Lodge  to  prepare  a  history  of 
Michigan  Masonry.    On  this  subject  he  said: 

The  masonic  history  of  this  state  has  never  yet  been  written;  and  it  seems  to 
me  the  Grand  Lodge  should  take  measures  to  secure  the  history  of  Freemasonry  and 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  state  ere  those  few  of  our  venerable  brethren  who  now 
live  in  our  midst  shall  be  dimitted  from  their  earthly  labors  and  transferred  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  above.  Our  early  history  is  principally  lodged  in  their  faithful  breasts, 
and  it  should  by  all  means  be  written  out  and  placed  where  it  will  be  accessible  to 
all.  The  record  of  the  past  should  be  a  good  and  true  one,  to  which  we  all  may 
with  pleasure  refer.  I  leave  it  to  you,  Representatives,  to  say  what  shall  be  done 
to  secure  the  records  and  acts  of  our  brethren  who  founded  and  transmitted  to  us 
this  invaluable  legacy. 

The  committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  reported  as 
follows: 

That  they  believe  the  preparation  of  a  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Michigan  is 
both  proper  and  necessary.  The  older  craftsmen,  in  whose  memories  dwell  the 
most  valuable  stores  of  historic  fact  and  personal  reminiscence,  are  rapidly  passing 
away — the  hands  that  built  the  first  altars  and  wielded  the  first  gavels  in  this  Grand 
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Jurisdiction,  are  nearly  all  of  them  palsied  in  death.  Let  not  the  rich  fund  of 
knowledge  which  these  ancient  brethren  possess  be  lost.  Let  the  noble  craftsmen 
of  the  early  days  be  consulted — let  the  ancient  and  fast  decaying  records  be  searched, 
and  let  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  be  embodied  in  substantial  form. 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  Grand  Lodge  owes  this  as  a  duty  to  the 
craft — as  a  duty  to  its  own  honor,  and  to  the  fame  of  our  masonic  fathers. 

Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  person  or  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, to  prepare,  under  his  direction,  a  history  of  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
whose  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  paid  out  of  its  general 
fund. 

Notwithstanding  the  urgent  appeal  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
favorable  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  more  than  a  score  of  years  were 
yet  to  pass  before  a  complete  and  connected  history  of  Michigan  Ma- 
sonry should  be  written,  and  then  it  was  to  be  done  by  private  enter- 
prise, and  not,  as  it  should  have  been,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  itself. 

It  was  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Colored  Masons 
of  the  state  asked  for  recognition,  which  was  not  granted. 

The  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  now  increasing  faster  than 
the  receipts,  the  surplus  of  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  two  years 
before  being  more  than  half  exhausted  at  the  close  of  1873.  No  sys- 
tematic plan  of  curtailment,  however,  was  adopted  at  that  time  and 
further  inroads  were  soon  made  upon  the  sum  that  was  left. 

The  officers  chosen  for  the  year  1874  were: 


Wm.  L.  Webber,  East  Saginaw, 
Geo.  H.  Durand,  Flint, 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington, 
Thomas  Rix,  Dowagiac, 
R.  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
Foster  Pratt,  Kalamazoo, 
Henry  M.  Look,  Port  Huron, 
Rev.  Benj.  F.  Doughty,  Holland, 
Geo.  N.  Mead,  Camden, 
E.  H.  Glen,  Cooper, 
Nath'l  Hamilton,  Buchanan, 
Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
"      Grand  Senior  Warden. 
"     Grand  Junior  Warden. 
"     Grand  Treasurer. 

Grand  Secretary. 
,c     Grand  Lecturer. 
"     Grand  Chaplain. 
W.  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
"    Grand  Junior  Deacon. 
"    Grand  Marshal. 
Bro.  Grand  Tiler. 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  L.  WEBBER. 

GRAND   MASTER,    1 874. 


William  L.  Webber  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ogden,  in  the  count y 
of  Monroe,  and  state  of  New  York,  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  1825. 
His  father  removed  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled  upon  200 
acres  of  wood  land  to  be  made  into  a  farm,  in  June  1836.  He  remained 
with  his  father,  on  the  farm,  until  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1845, 
soon  after  which  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  1846 
removed  to  Milford,  where  he  entered  the  office  of  Drs.  Foote  and 
Mowry  as  a  student  and  continued  his  studies  there  about  two  years. 
In  1848  he  opened  a  private  school  in  Milford,  and  abandoned  the 
study  of  medicine  for  that  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
April,  1 85 1.  He  decided  upon  Saginaw  as  his  future  residence,  and  on 
March  15th,  1853,  opened  his  law  office  in  what  was  then  known  as 
East  Saginaw,  now  the  City  of  Saginaw,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  in  which  he  served  in 
the  session  of  1875.  He  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive board  of  the  Michigan  State  Pomological  Society  and  of  the  State 
Horticultural  Society.  In  1878  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan State  Agricultural  Society,  and  since  that  date  has  been  a  member 
of  its  Executive  Board.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  the  General  Solicitor 
of  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  Railway  Company,  and  also  Land 
Commissioner  for  the  same  company;  resigning  all  general  law  practice, 
he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  interests  thus  confided  to  him. 

Brother  Webber  was  made  a  Mason  in  Saginaw  Lodge,  IT.  D.,  in 
the  year  1855.  This  Lodge  was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 
annual  session  1856,  as  Saginaw  Lodge,  No.  77,  F.  &  A.  M.    It  is  the 
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mother  Lodge  of  the  Saginaw  Valley.  In  1856,  Brother  Webber  was 
elected  Senior  Warden  and  the  next  year  Master  of  the  Lodge,  which  po- 
sition he  held  for  three  years.  Brother  Webber  was  made  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Washington  Chapter,  at  Flint,  and  immediately  took  a 
dimit,  and  joined  with  others  in  a  petition  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  a 
charter,  which  was  granted  them  January  24,  1864,  as  Saginaw  Valley 
Chapter,  No.  31,  R.  A.  M.  Brother  Webber  was  the  first  High  Priest 
and  held  that  position  for  three  years.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar 
in  St.  Bernard  Commandery,  No.  16,  and  afterwards  served  as  Eminent 
Commander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Saginaw  Council,  No.  20,  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He  received  the  order  of  High  Priesthood 
at  Detroit  in  the  year  1865.  Having  previously  served  as  Grand  King, 
and  as  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  he  was  elected  as  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  in  January,  1869.  Afterwards,  in 
1873  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  the  next  year  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  for  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  has  also  received  the 
thirty-second  degree,  A.  &  A.  S.  Rite. 

Brother  Webber  has  led  an  active  business  life,  and  has  had  large 
interests  committed  to  his  charge.  During  the  fifteen  years  he  served 
as  Land  Commissioner  for  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Com- 
pany, over  four  millions  of  dollars  were  collected  and  paid  over  to  the 
Company  from  land  sales.  By  the  will  of  Mr.  Jesse  Hoyt  he  was 
charged  with  the  executorship  and  administration  of  an  estate  valued  at 
over  three  millions  of  dollars.  He  was  a  Director  in  the  Flint  and 
Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Co.,  over  twenty  years.  He  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  building  of  the  Saginaw,  Tuscola  and  Huron  Railroad, 
of  which  he  is  now  and  has  been  President  since  the  organization  of  the 
company.  He  is  connected  with  several  local  corporate  and  business 
enterprises,  all  of  which  receive  his  personal  attention. 

* 

*  * 

The  year  1874  witnessed  the  starting  of  seven  new  Lodges 
under  dispensations  granted  by  Grand  Master  Webber.  They  were 
located  at  Sheridan,  Pine  Grove,  Kalamo,  Saugatuck,  Howard  City, 
Lakeview,  and  Clam  Lake.  The  charter  of  Lakeview  Lodge  was 
revoked  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  session  of  1885.  All  the  others 
have  remained  active  Lodges  since  their  organization. 

* 
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The  fact  that  Michigan  Masons  are  ever  ready  to  respond  to  appeals 
for  masonic  charity  was  well  illustrated  during  this  year.  In  May  the 
people  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  were  overwhelmed  by  floods,  and 
distress  and  suffering  prevailed  in  a  large  territory.  Louisiana  Ma- 
sons suffered  in  common  with  others  to  such  an  extent  that  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  fraternity  throughout  the  country  for  assistance. 
Grand  Master  Webber  issued  an  appeal  to  the  fraternity  on  behalf  of 
these  suffering  brothers,  and  immediately  contributions  commenced 
pouring  in  and  in  two  months  the  sum  of  $1,585  had  been  contributed 
and  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  state.  This  called  forth 
the  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Master  of  that  state: 

A  few  months  since  a  terrible  calamity  had  befallen  our  people.  A  large 
portion  of  Louisiana,  whose  citizens  had  been  gradually  brought  to  poverty  by  a 
continued  series  of  reverses  and  afflictions,  were  now  threatened  with  destruction 
by  flood  and  famine.  The  distress  that  followed  was  so  appalling  and  so  general 
that  our  resources  would  have  been  as  nothing  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  our 
Brethren  in  the  hour  of  trial  and  hunger  and  consequent  sickness.  The  noble 
benevolence  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  the  promptitude  with  which  their 
offerings  were  laid  at  once  upon  the  altar  of  our  common  Brotherhood,  has  relieved 
the  sufferings,  and  averted  the  gloomy  results  that  for  a  time  stared  us  in  the  face — 
that  of  our  Brethren  and  our  families  perishing  in  the  agonies  of  famine,  unless  re- 
lieved by  public  charity,  which  could  not  be  relied  upon  with  certainty.  Thanks 
be  to  God,  and  our  Brothers,  we  are  now  relieved  from  any  further  apprehension, 
the  trial  is  past,  and  we  are  not  in  need  of  any  further  assistance.  Rest  assured, 
the  Masons  of  Louisiana,  more  especially  those  whose  necessities  were  so  quickly 
relieved  from  the  bounties  that  have  been  extended  to  us,  will  ever  bear  in  grateful 
remembrance  the  timely  assistance  and  the  hearty  good-will,  and  expressions  of 
sympathy  and  brotherly  love  that  accompanied  the  gifts  in  the  hour  of  our  want 
and  distress.  May  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy  spare  you,  Most  Worship- 
ful Brother,  and  yours,  from  such  a  fearful  trial  and  heart-rending  affliction. 

On  the  ninth  of  July  the  hall  of  Orion  Lodge,  No.  46,  was  burned, 
together  with  its  furniture,  charter,  and  all  its  effects.  The  loss  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars,  with  no  insurance,  the  policy  having  just 
expired,  and  by  oversight  not  being  renewed. 

Eight  Lodges  provided  themselves  with  new  halls  which  were  ded- 
icated this  year.  These  were  numbers  54,  151,  170,  228,  255,  279,  301 
and  306. 

The  increase  in  membership  in  Michigan  Lodges  during  this  year 
was  a  little  over  one  thousand,  the  number  at  the  close  of  the  year  being 
26,051. 
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The  cash  surplus,  however,  kept  on  diminishing  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  only  $657.91,  as  against  more  than  ten  thousand  three 
years  before. 

* 

*  * 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

While  the  number  of  Chapters  and  their  membership  continued  to 
show  a  gratifying  increase  each  year,  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  did  not  show  such  a  pleasing  condition.  The  six  hun- 
dred dollars  surplus  with  which  Companion  Walker  wished  to  start  the 
founding  of  a  Masonic  Home  two  years  before  had  changed  to  an  in- 
debtedness of  $1,162.90.  Various  plans  were  proposed  to  "stop  the 
leak"  and  place  the  body  on  a  better  financial  footing.  One  proposition 
was  to  pay  mileage  and  per  diem  to  only  one  representative  instead  of 
two  from  each  Chapter.  Finally  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  to  report  the  next  year,  and  upon  their  recommenda- 
tion it  was  resolved  to  cut  down  the  usual  appropriations  and  salaries 
and  to  levy  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  member  upon  all  of  the  Chap- 
ters for  one  year.  It  was  shown  that  for  several  years  the  annual  ap- 
propriations had  exceeded  the  receipts,  and  it  was  hoped  that  this  policy 
of  retrenchment  would  relieve  the  Grand  Chapter  of  its  debt  in  a  year 
or  two.  In  the  meantime  ten  per  cent  interest  was  being  paid  upon  the 
amount  of  the  debt. 

* 

At  the  annual  convocation  in  1874  charters  were  given  for  new 
Chapters  at  Ludington  and  Birmingham,  without  requiring  them  to 
work  under  dispensation.  One  was  also  organized  in  the  year  at  Ox- 
ford. The  Grand  Chapter  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  M.  E.  Com- 
panion AHred  I.  Sawyer,  the  full  corps  of  Grand  Officers  being  as  fol- 
lows: 

M.  E.  Alfred  I.  Sawyer,  Monroe,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Jex  J.  Bardwell,  Detroit,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  John  L.  Mitchell,  Jackson,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Charles  J.  Krugbr,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Centreville,     Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Andrew  J.  Davis,  Lansing,  Grand  Chaplain. 
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R.  E.  Liberty  H.  Bailey,  South  Haven, 
R.  E.  David  C.  Spaulding,  Lyons, 
R.  E.  Edwin  M.  Doane,  Adrian, 
R.  E-  Stillman  Blanchard,  Tecumseh, 


Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  Lecturer. 


E.  Thomas  Rix,  Dowagiac, 

E.  Samuel  H.  Norton,  Pontiac, 

E.  Charles  F.  Bock,  Battle  Creek, 


Grand  Master  Third  Veil. 
Grand  Master  Second  Veil. 
Grand  Master  First  Veil. 


SKETCH  OF  ALFRED  I.  SAWYER. 


Alfred  Isaac  Sawyer  was  born  in  Lyme  Township,  Huron  Co., 
Ohio,  October  31st,  1828.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
who  shared  with  their  parents  the  usual  privations  of  a  pioneer  farmer's 
family  in  those  early  days. 

He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1852  and  graduated  in  1854, 
afterward  taking  a  special  course  in  New  York;  settled  in  Monroe, 
Michigan,  in  1857. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1858,  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1859,  a 
Royal  and  Select  Master  in  1863,  at  Monroe,  and  a  Knight  Templar  at 
Adrian,  Michigan,  in  1868;  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  of  Monroe 
Lodge  in  1864,  and  held  that  office  eleven  years. 

Was  High  Priest  of  River  Raisin  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
from  1867  to  1871,  inclusive;  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  in  1874;  was  made  chairman  of  a  committee 
to  revise  the  Grand  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  Masons 
of  Michigan,  in  1875,  which  required  four  years  for  completion,  and  is 
to-day  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Order  in  Michigan. 

He  represented  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  Masons  of  Michigan 
in  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  at  Denver,  Col.,  in 
1883;  was  elected  Grand  President  of  the  Grand  Council  of  High 
Priesthood  in  1872,  immediately  submitting  a  masterly  report  of  the 
history  and  chronology  of  the  Order,  holding  the  office  for  several  years. 

Was  elected  G.  P.  C.  of  W.  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  Michigan  in  187 1.  Was  first  Eninent  Commander  of 
Monroe  Commandery,  No.  19,  K.  T.,  in  1868  and  again  in  1886. 

Nor  was  he  honored  alone  in  the  Masonic  bodies.  He  was  thrice 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Monroe,  and  was  a  member  of  the  School 
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Board  nine  years.  Whatever  he  undertook  he  forced  to  an  issue.  It 
was  by  his  energy  and  indomitable  will  that  the  Homoepathic  College 
was  established  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 

In  1889,  the  members  of  the  National  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
recognized  the  faithful  labors  of  this  untiring  physician,  and  unani- 
mously elected  him  to  the  presidency  of  the  oldest  medical  institution 
in  America.  Dr.  Sawyer  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and 
surgeons  in  Southern  Michigan. 

*  * 

There  was  much  confusion  in  the  Chapter  at  Hudson  this  year 
as  a  culmination  of  troubles  that  had  extended  over  a  period  of  several 
years.  It  grew  out  of  the  action  of  the  treasurer  in  loaning  to  himself 
the  Chapter  funds  without  the  consent  of  that  body,  and  giving  as 
security  a  mortgage  upon  property  owned  by  his  wife.  He  was  also 
charged  with  drunkenness,  etc:  As  a  result  the  Chapter  had  done  no 
work  and  held  few  meetings  for  several  years.  Upon  trial,  after  due 
charges,  the  accused  was  found  guilty  of  drunkenness,  but  the  Chapter 
refused  to  inflict  any  penalty.  Grand  High  Priest  Sawyer  visited 
Hudson  and  arrested  the  charter,  thus  terminating  the  existence  of  the 
Chapter.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  the  Treasurer 
aforesaid  was  summarily  expelled. 

* 

*  * 

Ever  since  there  has  been  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Michigan  there  has 
been  an  occasional  attempt  made  to  have  that  body  adopt  the  representa- 
tive system,  or  that  of  appointing  representatives  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter near  others,  and  accepting  similar  appointments  near  ours  from 
other  Grand  Chapters.  Grand  High  Priest  Sawyer  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  desirability  of  such  a  system,  and,  although  previous  action  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  had  been  adverse  to  adopting  that  system,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  New  Jersey  he  appointed  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  that  jurisdiction  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Michigan  and  requested  the  appointment  of  the  M.  E.  Companion 
S.  C.  Coffinbury  as  Representative  of  New  Jersey.  He  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  system,  and  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
reported  in  favor  of  such  adoption,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  again  said 
"Nay,"  and  the  honors  were  taken  away  from  those  appointed  Rep- 
resentatives. 
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The  growth  of  the  Chapters  in  membership  still  continued  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  affiliated  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  state.  Nearly  six 
hundred  were  exalted  during  the  year. 

* 

*  * 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  Commanderies  had  given  to 
several  of  the  Grand  Commanders  the  idea  that  there  were  enough 
established  in  the  state  to  meet  the  demand  for  many  years  to  come. 
Several  of  his  predecessors  had  already  warned  the  Grand  Commandery 
against  a  further  increase  in  their  number,  and  at  the  annual  conclave 
in  1874  Grand  Commander  Garfield  again  called  attention  to  this 
matter.    Speaking  of  it,  he  said; 

I  believe  we  have  too  many  Commanderies  for  our  own  good;  with  one-half  the 
present  number,  I  am  confident  our  strength  would  be  greater  and  Templar  Ma- 
sonry would  be  the  better  for  it.  Our  numbers  have  increased  far  too  rapidly. 
The  black  ball  has  not  been  used  as  it  should  have  been.  Our  strength  should  be 
in  the  character  for  manhood  of  the  members  of  our  order.  In  our  numbers  lies 
our  weakness.  With  my  predecessors  I  desire  to  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
scanning  the  characters  of  those  who  seek  admission  to  our  asylums.  Better  that 
not  one  should  be  added  to  our  number  than  that  our  ranks  should  be  filled  or 
weakened  by  those  who  are  unworthy.  We  have  thirty  commanderies,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  no  more  charters  should  be  issued  for  many  years  to  come. 

He  recommended  an  increase  of  the  per  capita  dues  to  one  dollar 
per  year  to  meet  the  increasing  expenditures.  This  was  made  the 
subject  of  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  and  went  over  to 
the  next  year,  when  the  amount  was  changed  to  seventy-five  cents  per 
year,  in  which  form  the  amendment  was  adopted  and  has  ever  since 
remained  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Commandery  then 
being  in  debt,  an  assessment  of  forty-five  cents  per  member  was  levied 
upon  every  Commandery  for  that  year. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Nathaniel  P.  Jacobs  died  on  the  last  day 
of  April  in  this  j^ear  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  his  associates  in  the 
Templar  field. 

He  came  to  this  state  in  1840,  residing  in  the  city  of  Detroit  until 
1862,  engaging  in  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  both  public  and  private. 
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He  was  an  enterprising,  public  spirited  citizen,  possessing  rare  abili- 
ties as  shown  in  his  success  here,  and  also  as  the  representative  of  our 
Government  abroad.  In  1862  he  received  the  appointment  of  Consul 
General  at  the  port  of  Calcutta  in  British  India,  which  he  held  for  ten 
years,  returning  in  1872.  He  soon  after  his  return  received  the 
appointment  of  Land  Commissioner  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad, 
which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Sir  Knight  Jacobs  was 
made  a  Master  Mason  in  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  of  the  City  of  Detroit  in 
1852,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1,  City  of  Detroit, 
in  February,  1853,  and  received  the  orders  of  knighthood  in  Detroit 
Commandery,  No.  1,  April,  1853,  and  was  also  a  member  of  Monroe 
Council,  No.  1  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  He  was  elected  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  June,  1859,  holding  the 
office  two  years,  in  all  of  which  he  faithfully  and  earnestly  carried  out 
the  sublime  principles  inculcated  in  the  noble  tenants  of  our  Order. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  annual  in  1874  were: 

Sir  L.  H.  Randall,  Grand  Rapids,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  C.  T.  Hills,  Muskegon,  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  R.  J.  Carney,  Bay  City,  E.  Grand  Captain  General. 
Sir  Rev.  W.  R.  Tillinghast,  Detroit,       E.  Grand  Prelate. 

•    Sir  Geo.  W.  Baker,  Jackson,  E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  H.  Kidd,  Ionia,  E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  M.  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Wm.  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale,  E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  E.  S.  Bronson,  Marshall,  K.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  R.  G.  Chandler,  Coldwater,  E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  A.  McGregor,  Detroit,  Grand  Sentinel. 

At  the  close  of  the  session  in  this  year,  the  usual  resolution,  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  of  a  jewel  for  the  retiring  Grand  Commander, 
was  adopted. 

At  the  moment  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution  Sir  Knight  Gar- 
field, who  had  been  absent  a  short  time,  entered  the  Asylum  and  ad- 
dressed the  Grand  Body  in  a  most  feeling  manner,  returning  them  his 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  kindly  sentiments  expressed  in  the  forgoing 
resolutions,  and  asked  that  for  the  present,  (at  least,)  the  procuring  of 
the  jewel  be  dispensed  with,  as  he  saw  many  around  him  who  had 
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grown  gray  in  the  service  of  Templar  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  and 
had  presided  over  the  Grand  Body  in  its  early  days,  who  had  not  as  yet 
been  furnished  with  jewels,  but  only  because  of  the  continued  low  state 
of  the  treasury,  and  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  decline  the  ac- 
ceptance of  this  munificent  gift  until  those  who  had  served  before  him 
were  treated  as  the  Grand  Body  now  proposed  to  treat  him. 

The  noble  sentiments  uttered  by  Sir  Garfield  found  ready  re- 
sponse from  all,  and  while  at  his  request  the  procuring  of  his  Jewrel  was 
postponed,  it  was  with  a  feeling  that  the  sentiments  he  uttered  were  in- 
deed "worthy  of  commendation, "  and  well  illustrated  to  the  Sir  Knights 
within  the  jurisdiction  that  their  love  and  esteem  for  him  was  truly 
merited  and  their  confidence  in  no  manner  misplaced. 

No  new  Commanderies  were  formed  in  the  year  1874,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Order  in  this  state,  there  was  a  decrease 
in  membership  reported,  there  being  seventy  less  members  than  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  year. 

In  December,  1874,  the  Grand  Encampment  met  in  triennial  con- 
clave at  New  Orleans,  and  Michigan  was  represented  by  a  good  number 
of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  about  sixty  Sir  Knights,  who  formed  an  escort 
to  Past  Grand  Commander  Irving  M.  Smith,  who  was  Grand  Senior 
Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1875. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1875  there  were 
three  hundred  and  sixty-three  members  in  attendance.  One  of  the 
subjects  which  demanded  attention  was  the  state  of  the  finances.  The 
large  increase  in  the  expenditures  without  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  receipts  had  practically  exhausted  the  large  surplus  of  three  years 
before.  Many  plans  were  suggested  for  relieving  this  drain  upon  the 
finances,  one  of  them  being  a  return  to  the  former  regulation  providing 
that  the  representatives  in  Grand  Lodge  should  not  draw  a  larger 
amount  as  mileage  and  per  diem  than  their  respective  lodges  had  paid 
in  as  dues  for  the  year.  Another  proposition  was  to  reduce  the  mileage 
from  ten  cents  to  six  cents  per  mile.  The  Finance  Committee  made  a 
strong  report  recommending  both  these  changes,  accompanying  it  with 
figures  and  statements  to  show  that  in  a  short  time  this  would  relieve 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  produce  a  comfortable  surplus.  But  representa- 
tives in  the  Grand  Lodge  are  much  like  representatives  in  state  and 
national  legislatures,  slow  to  vote  a  reduction  in  their  own  pay,  and 
both  of  these  plans  failed  of  adoption.  As  a  last  resort  a  direct  tax  of 
ten  cents  per  member  was  levied  upon  all  the  lodges  in  the  state.  This, 
it  was  hoped,  would  bridge  over  the  present  emergency  and  enable  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  meet  its  current  expenses  for  the  year. 

The  subject  of  masonic  charity  also  received  some  attention,  a 
committee  appointed  the  preceding  year  making  an  able  report  upon 
this  subject.  In  view  of  the  low  state  of  the  finances  it  was  not  deemed 
wise  to  consider  at  this  time  the  question  of  establishing  a  masonic 
home,  or  any  other  organized  system  of  charity  under  the  direction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  but  rather  to  trust  to  the  voluntary  action  of  the 
lodges  and  brethren  to  relieve  such  cases  as  might  arise.    It  was  shown 
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that  the  lodges,  as  such,  had  expended  in  the  preceding  year,  the  sum 
of  $11,207.10  for  charitable  purposes,  besides  all  that  had  been  done  by 
individuals  and  not  reported. 

The  Grand  Officers  chosen  for  the  year  1875  were: 


Bro.  Geo.  H.  Durand,  Flint, 
*'    M.  H.  Maynard,  Marquette, 
"    Wm.  Dunham,  Manistee, 
"    J.  W.  Finch,  Adrian, 
"    R.  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
"    Foster  Pratt,  Kalamazoo, 
"    Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington, 
"    J.  S.  Goodman,  East  Saginaw, 
"    Wm.  Johnson,  Port  Huron, 
"  Jno.  P.  Philips,  Woodland, 
"  F.  A.  Potter,  St.  Joseph, 
"  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 

*  *  * 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
"     Senior  Grand  Warden. 
44    Junior  Grand  Warden. 
* 4    Grand  Treasurer. 
4 4    Grand  Secretary . 
44    Grand  Lecturer. 
44    Grand  Chaplain. 
W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
11  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
44  Grand  Marshal. 
44  Grand  Tiler. 


SKETCH  OF  GEORGE  H.  DURAND. 


GRAND  MASTER,  1875. 

George  H.  Durand  was  born  in  Cobleskill,  N.  Y.,  February  21st, 
1838.  His  early  years  were  spent  upon  a  farm  but  he  acquired  a  good 
education  and  fitted  himself  for  the  legal  profession. 

In  1858  he  came  to  the  city  of  Flint,  Genesee  County,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  devoting  himself  to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

His  profession  and  a  natural  liking  for  politics  made  him  promi- 
nent in  his  party,  and  after  filling  the  office  of  Alderman,  he  was  in 
April,  1873,  elected  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  in  1874  re-elected  to  the 
same  position. 

Before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  as  Mayor,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  the  6th  Congressional  District  of  Michigan  in  the  44th 
Congress.  Although  a  young  man  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  Congress,  being  a  member,  and  for  most  of  the  time 
acting  chairman  of  the  important  Committee  on  Commerce. 

In  October  1892,  Chief  Justice  Morse  having  resigned  his  position 
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upon  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state,  Mr.  Durand  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Edwin  B.  Wiuans  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

In  November,  1892,  he  was  elected  a  presidential  elector  at  large 
from  the  eastern  district  of  Michigan,  and  in  January,  1893,  met  with 
the  Electoral  College  and  cast  his  vote  for  the  democratic  candidates  for 
president  and  vice  president. 

In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  although  being  defeated,  he  received 
a  very  flattering  vote  from  his  friends  in  Geuessee  County,  and  in  the 
state  at  large. 

In  the  summer  of  1893  an  investigation  by  the  United  States 
government  disclosed  gigantic  frauds  in  the  custom  service  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  Pacific  coast,  and  a  large  amount  of  smuggling 
of  opium,  and  infractions  of  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act.  Judge  Durand 
was  appointed  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  as  special 
counsel  in  the  prosecution  of  the  cases. 

In  1893  at  its  annual  meeting,  Judge  Duraud  was  elected  President 
of  the  Michigan  State  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Durand  is  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  and  has  devoted  much  time 
and  attention  to  furthering  the  order.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Genesee  Lodge,  No.  174,  Flint,  Mich.  After  holding  several  of  the 
subordinate  offices  in  the  Lodge,  he  was  elected  and  served  as  Worship- 
ful Master  for  several  successive  terms. 

He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  No.  23,  and 
also  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite. 

He  is  a  Sir  Knight  and  served  as  Captain  General  of  Genesee 
Valley  Commandery  for  several  years. 

In  January  1874,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  and  in  1875  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  marked  with 
wisdom  and  zeal,  and  since  retiring  from  that  high  and  honorable 
station,  his  counsel  has  been  much  sought  upon  important  matters  that 
have  come  before  that  Grand  Body. 
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There  were  nine  new  lodges  started  in  the  year  1875  under  dis- 
pensations granted  by  Grand  Master  Durand.  They  were  located  at 
Kalkaska,  Farwell,  Burlington,  Sparta,  Orleans,  Monterey,  Hesperia, 
Ortonville,  and  Hickory  Corners.  Two  of  these,  Orleans  and  Orton- 
ville,  have  since  ceased  to  work. 

Ten  new  halls  were  dedicated  in  the  year,  thus  showing  that  the 
craft  were  awakening  to  the  importance  of  improving  their  lodge 
homes. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  the  corner-stone  of  the  Public 
Library  Building  in  the  city  of  Detroit  was  laid  by  Grand  Master 
Durand  assisted  by  other  Grand  Officers.  The  Grand  Master  delivered 
an  eloquent  address  suited  to  the  place  and  occasion. 

The  year  proved  to  be  a  quiet  and  peaceful  one.  The  number  of 
lodges  was  increased  to  three  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  membership 
reached  twenty-six  thousand  seven  hundred. 

The  financial  condition  had  not  improved  aud  the  close  of  the  year 
found  the  Grand  Lodge  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  aud 
thirty-six  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents. 

* 

:j:  :j: 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  opening  of  the  year  1875  found  the  Grand  Chapter  in  debt 
more  than  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  An  exhaustive  report  by  Comp- 
anion O.  L.  Spaulding  showed  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  gradually 
increasing  deficit.  Each  year  the  appropriations  had  exceeded  the 
income  and  the  result  was  only  too  certain  to  produce  the  existing 
state  of  affairs.  He  pointed  out  the  way  to  secure  a  return  to  a  better 
financial  condition  and  a  treasury  with  a  surplus  instead  of  a  debt. 
His  recommendations  were  adopted  and  from  this  time  there  was  a 
gradual  bettering  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  debt  was  soon  extinguished.  , 

At  the  annual  convocation  in  this  year  a  committee  of  five  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  constitution.  This  committee  had  the  matter 
in  charge  for  the  next  three  or  four  years  and  formulated  the  constitu- 
tion and  code  of  laws  which  have  been  in  use  since  that  time,  few 
changes  or  amendments  having  since  been  made- 
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As  a  measure  of  economy  until  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  should  be  improved,  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary  was 
reduced  from  five  hundred  dollars  to  one  half  that  sum,  and  the  salary 
of  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  abolished  entirely,  that  officer  being  left 
dependent  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Chapters  visited  for  the  renumera- 
tion  he  should  receive  for  his  work. 

J.  Eastman  Johnson,  who  had  now  been  Grand  Secretary  for  fif- 
teen years,  was  retired  and  William  P.  Innes  elected  in  his  place,  be- 
ginning a  term  of  service  that  was  to  end  only  at  his  death  nearly 
twenty  years  later.  Companion  Johnson  was  made  an  honorary  life 
member  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Father  Blanchard,  who  was  very  aged 
and  nearly  blind,  terminated  his  long  service  of  eighteen  years  as 
Grand  Lecturer,  being  replaced  by  Companion  B.  F.  Doughty,  who 
served  for  the  next  three  years.  The  full  list  of  officers  chosen  for 
that  year  was  as  follows: 

R.  E.  John  L,.  Mitchell,  Jackson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Wm.  Brown,  Battle  Creek,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Oliver  L.  Spaulding,  St.  Johns,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Chas.  J.  Kritger,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Rev.  Wm.  Stowe,  Grand  Haven,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  David  C.  Spaulding,  Lyons,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

R.  E.  S.  H.  Norton,  Pontiac,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  Chas.  R.  Bagg,  Detroit,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Rev.  B.  F.  Doughty,  Holland,  Grand  Lecturer. 

E.  Chas.  F.  Bock,  Battle  Creek,  Grand  Master  Third  Veil. 

E  George  W.  Beiber,  Decatur,  Grand  Master  Second  Veil. 

E.  A.  H.  Church,  Sturgis,  Grand  Master  First  Veil. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  ushered  into  existence  this  year  by  dis- 
pensations from  Grand  High  Priest  Mitchell.  They  were  at  Port  Aus- 
tin, Caro  and  Evart.  The  last  two  have  continued  to  work  to  the  pres- 
ent writing,  but  the  one  at  Port  Austin,  after  a  feeble  effort  at  existence 
under  dispensation  for  nearly  three  years,  surrendered  the  dispensation 
and  disbanded. 

The  year  closed  with  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
members  on  the  rolls  of  the  Chapters,  five  hundred  and  seven  having 
been  exalted  in  the  year.  The  debt  was  reduced  to  about  five  hundred 
dollars  and  before  another  year  had  entirely  disappeared. 
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TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

During  this  year  the  Grand  Commandery  was  in  charge  of  the 
following  officers: 

R.  E.  Sir  S.  S.  Mathews,  Pontiac,  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  S.  C.  Randall,  Flint,  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Corunna,  Grand  Generalissimo. 

"    H.  Knapp,  Jackson,  Grand  Captain  General. 

"     Rev.  W.  R.  Tillinghast,  Detroit,  Grand  Prelate. 

"     Frank  Henderson,  Kalamazoo,  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

"    William  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale,  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

M.  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  Grand  Treasurer. 

"    William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Recorder. 

"    E.  S.  Bronson,  Marshall,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

"    R.  G.  Chandler,  Coldwater,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

"    R.  H.  Morrison,  Sturgis,  Grand  Warder. 

"     A.  McGregor,  Detroit,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  annual  conclave  was  held  in  Kalamazoo,  but  little  except 
routine  business  being  done. 

Again  no  new  Commanderies  were  formed  in  the  year.  The 
thirty  then  working  were  enjoying  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity  and 
adding  gradualy  to  their  ranks.  Grand  Commander  Mathews  had  no 
quarrels  to  settle  or  differences  to  adjust,  but  all  was  peace  and  har- 
mony during  the  year. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Wisconsin  Commandery,  No.  i,  of  Mil- 
waukee, visited  Michigan  and  was  the  guest  of  DeMolai  and  Peninsular 
Commanderies,  which  bodies  fully  sustained  their  well-earned  reputa- 
tion for  hospitality  and  deeds  of  knightly  courtesy. 

In  his  address  to  the  Grand  Commandery  when  presiding,  Grand 
Commander  Mathews,  among  other  things,  said: 

With  the  increase  of  membership  our  responsibilities  have  increased,  and  as  we 
stand  to  day,  strong  in  numbers,  we  are  a  potent  power  for  good  or  ill,  exerting 
an  influence  that  must  be  and  is  felt  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 
state.  If  we  adhere  to  the  teachings  of  our  Order,  and  its  principles,  founded  as 
they  are  on  the  Christian  religion,  we  must  certainly  be  better  citizens  and  better 
men.  None  but  good  men  and  true  are  wanted,  and  only  such  should  be  admitted 
into  the  Order.    Our  chief  danger  is  from  within;  whatever  shafts  the  ignorant  or 
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prejudiced  may  aim  at  us  are  powerless  for  harm  so  long  as  the  citadel  is  garrisoned 
by  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  wearing  the  armor  of  Christian  Knighthood.  Let 
us  not  forget  the  high  and  holy  resolves  of  our  beloved  Order. 

The  badge  of  a  Templar  should  be  a  sure  guarantee  of  honor  and  integrity  in 
every  event  of  daily  life,  an  outward  sign  of  a  faith  that  is  real.  Our  record  should 
be  no  uncertain  one.  The  contest  between  right  and  wrong  is  to-day  waging  as 
hotly  as  ever,  and  our  banner  should  be  seen  in  the  front  of  the  fight.  The  voices 
from  the  graves  of  tens  of  thousands  who  fell  in  defense  of  the  principles  we  profess, 
are  calling  to  us  to  stand  forth  and  do  battle  valiantly  in  the  cause  of  the  weak  and 
unfortunate  and  against  immorality  in  all  its  forms.  We  are  the  representatives 
of  au  order  bearing  the  seal  of  antiquity  and  whose  origin  dates  far  back  in  the 
mists  of  the  past.  Instituted  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  weak  and  weary 
pilgrims,  many  and  oft  were  the  acts  of  kiuduess  and  relief  afforded. 

There  was  a  gain  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  in  membership 
reported  this  year,  over  the  previous  one,  the  number  now  being  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 


* 

*  ❖ 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1876. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  continued  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  special  concern  to  those  who  gave  thought  and  study  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  fraternity.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1876,  Grand 
Master  Durand  called  attention  to  this  matter  in  his  annual  address  and 
recommended  that  measures  be  adopted  to  increase  the  revenue  and 
place  the  Grand  Lodge  in  a  position  to  pay  promptly  any  demands 
made  upon  it.  He  urged  that  "while  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
should  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  prudence  and  economy,  yet  they 
should  not  be  conducted  in  a  niggardly  or  parsimonious  manner,  and 
the  revenues  should  certainly  and  always  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  law- 
ful demands  made  upon  its  treasury.  The  well  earned  reputation  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  as  an  institution  having  under  it  a  sound  financial 
basis,  cannot  be  maintained  in  any  other  way." 

Later  in  the  session  several  amendments  to  the  Grand  Lodge  By- 
Laws,  looking  to  this  end,  were  submitted.  Some  of  them  were  pre- 
sented and  strongly  urged  by  the  Finance  Committee  as  necessary  to 
place  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  a  sound  financial  basis.  One  of  these 
proposed  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  Grand  Officers;  another  an  in- 
crease in  the  per  capita  dues  from  twenty-five  to  forty  cents;  and  anoth- 
er was  that  oft  repeated  proposition  prohibiting  the  representative  of  a 
Lodge  from  drawing  out  as  mileage  and  per  diem  a  greater  sum  than 
his  Lodge  had  paid  as  dues.  All  of  these  propositions  failed  of  adop- 
tion, and  again,  on  the  motion  of  Brother  Henry  Chamberlain,  a  direct 
tax  of  ten  cents  per  member  was  levied  upon  the  Lodges  as  a  measure 
of  temporary  relief. 

A  vigorous  discussion  was  had  over  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
loss  of  one  eye  disqualifies  a  candidate.    The  jurisprudence  committee 
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made  an  exhaustive  report,  citing  laws  and  regulations  in  other  jurisdic- 
tions, in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times,  and  urged  the  enactment  of 
an  edict  absolutely  forbidding  the  initiation  of  such  a  candidate.  The 
views  of  this  committee  prevailed  and  were  made  the  law  of  this  ju- 
risdiction until  repealed  twenty  years  later  an  .1  the  ruling  reversed. 


* 

*  * 


It  was  in  this  year  that  Grand  Lecturer  Clark  first  inaugurated 
the  system  of  holding  county  schools  of  instruction  in  place  of  those 
previously  held  by  districts.  The  change  proved  a  very  beneficial  one 
and  nothing  has  yet  been  devised  that  seemed  an  improvement. 
Twenty  years  of  successful  working  have  demonstrated  that  it  is 
productive  of  greater  good  than  any  other  plan  that  has  been  tried. 

A  code  of  By-Laws  for  Lodges  U.  D.,  prepared  by  Grand  Secretary 
Pratt,  was  adopted,  after  slight  amendment,  for  use  of  such  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

The  officers  chosen  for  the  year  were: 

Matthew  H.  Maynard,  Marquette,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

William  Dunham,  Manistee,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

John  W.  Finch,  Adrian,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Isaac  T.  Beach,  Almont,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Ellery  I.  Garfield,  Detroit,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Arthur  M.  Clark,  Detroit,  R.  W.  Grand  Lecturer. 

Rev.  E.  A.  Clarke,  Vernon,  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

N.  Hamilton,  Buchanan,  W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Mark  L.  Vining,  Ypsilanti,  W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

R.  C.  Hatheway,  Ionia,  W.  Grand  Marshal. 

Harry  Deane,  Grand  Rapids,  Bro.  Grand  Tiler. 

After  a  service  of  three  years  as  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Foster 
Pratt  was  retired  and  Brother  Ellery  I.  Garfield  of  Detroit  elected  to 
that  laborious  position. 
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SKETCH  OF  MATTHEW  H.  MAYNARD. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1876. 


Matthew  Henry  Maynard,  was  bom  in  Brownsville,  Indiana, 
April  10,  1832.  His  father  was  a  Congregational  minister,  and  a 
missionary  to  that  new  state  from  1828  to  1833.  In  1840  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  give  up  the  ministry,  and  he  took  his  family  to  the 
mother's  old  home  in  Vermont,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
his  education. 

He  prepared  for  college  at  the  then  famous  Castelton  Seminar}', 
spent  a  year  in  teaching,  and  entered  the  Middlebury  College  as  a 
sophomore  in  1849,  graduating  in  1852  with  the  highest  honors  of  his 
class.  During  the  winter  of  1852-3  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York,  but  left  there  in  April  of  tl*e  latter 
year  to  enter  the  law  office  of  Andrews,  Foot  and  Hoyt,  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  in  April, 
1855,  and  in  June  following,  went  to  Marquette,  Michigan,  to  "grow  up 
with  the  town."  At  that  time  its  only  street  was  a  wagon  track  in  the 
sand  among  the  stumps  and  brush,  and  less  than  a  dozen  houses 
occupied  the  site  of  the  now  beautiful  little  city.  But  our  young  man 
had  come  to  stay  and  striking  up  a  partnership  with  Peter  White,  who 
was  County  Clerk,  Register  of  Deeds,  Township  Treasurer,  Deputy 
County  Treasurer  and  Postmaster,  and  who  wanted  help,  hung  out  his 
"shingle"  and  began  a  business  connection  which  lasted  just  ten  years. 

Meanwhile  White  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  there  were  no  other 
lawyers  in  Marquette  County.  Many  a  good  story  is  still  current  of 
how  White  took  one  side  of  a  case,  and  Maynard  the  other,  and  the 
instance  was  not  known  where  the  client  of  either  had  any  reason  to 
doubt  the  fidelity  and  good  faith  of  his  attorney.  Maynard  was  Prose- 
cuting attorney  and  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  (in  fact,  between  them, 
the  two  held  every  township  and  county  office  at  times)  and  he  would 
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prosecute,  and  White  would  defend,  and  as  sure  as  some  culprit  was 
sent  to  jail,  White  would  apply  to  Maynard  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
and  often  as  not,  got  his  client  promptly  discharged.  The  venerable 
late  Daniel  Goodman,  who  was  district  judge  of  the  Upper  Peninsula 
in  those  days,  and  was  cognizant  of  all  these  doings,  used  to  say  that  he 
did  not  think  such  proceedings  were  exactly  regular  and  he  could  not 
approve  them,  though  he  always  agreed-  that  so  far  as  any  facts  ever 
came  to  his  knowledge,  substantial  justice  had  always  been  done. 

Although  Mr.  Maynard  kept  open  a  law  office  for  over  thirty  years 
and  tried  many  notable  cases,  he  never  seemed  to  be  greatly  interested 
in  his  profession.  His  constant  practice  was  to  get  the  parties  togeth- 
er and  settle  the  dispute  if  possible,  then  usually  leaving  both  dissatis- 
fied and  losing  all  compensation  for  himself. 

As  early  as  1857  he  became  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Mar- 
quette and  a  School  Inspector,  and  for  over  thirty  years  he  personally 
examined  every  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  for  at  least  twenty- 
five  years  he  was  director  and  executive  officer  and  kept  all  the  ac- 
counts of  the  district. 

However  pressing  and  important  might  be  his  engagements  at  his 
office,  he  would  leave  all  at  a  moment's  notice  and  spend  half  a  day  in 
the  schools  assisting  some  discouraged  teacher,  pacifying  some  discon- 
tented parent  or  subduing  some  rebellious  boy.  The  public  schools 
were  his  pride  and  his  delight,  and  these  generations  of  boys  and  girls 
remember  him  as  well  as  they  remember  their  teachers. 

He  was  the  first  initiated  in  Marquette  Lodge,  U.  D.,  in  1857,  was 
passed,  raised,  and  as  soon  as  possible  was  made  S.  D.,  and  served  as 
such  at  every  meeting  after  his  raising  until  the  lodge  received  its  char- 
ter; was  then  J.  W.  for  one  year;  the  W.  M.  for  nine  years.  He  has 
probably  made  as  many  Masons  as  any  Master  in  Michigan.  His  first 
appearance  in  Grand  Lodge  was  when  Henry  Chamberlain  was  elected 
Grand  Master.  At  the  next  session,  when  G.  M.  Chamberlain  presided, 
he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances  (appeals) 
and  his  report  from  that  committee  brought  him  into  such  favorable 
notice  that  he  was  at  the  next  session  (1875)  elected  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  He  was  elected  and  installed  into  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
in  January,  1876.    He  was  one  of  the  youngest  craftsmen  upon  whom 
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our  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  bestowed  so  high  honors,  yet  he  had  a  firm 
grasp  upon  the  underlying  principles  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  so- 
ciety, and  discharged  the  duties  of  Grand  Master  with  credit  to  himself, 
and  honor  to  the  fraternity. 

Grand  Master  Maynard  started  five  new  Lodges  into  life  by  giving 
dispensations  to  the  petitioners  from  Portage,  Grand  Rapids,  Imlay 
City,  Marlette  and  Petoskey.  That  he  carefully  examined  into  each 
case  before  granting  these  dispensations  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  all  of 
them  have  proven  healthy  lodges  and  have  had  no  difficulty  in  main- 
taining a  continued  existence  to  this  day. 

* 

*  * 

Right  Worshipful  Brother  Stillman  Blanchard,  for  eleven  years 
Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  died  at  his  home  in 
Tecumseh,  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1876,  full  of  years  and  full  of 
honors,  venerable  and  venerated,  loving  and  beloved.  He  went  from 
the  society  and  the  arms  of  his  brethren  here,  to  the  companionship 
and  embrace  of  his  elder  brother,  his  Saviour  and  his  God. 

Stillman  Blanchard  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  December 
24th,  1795.  His  early  education  was  with  reference  to  one  of  the 
learned  professions,  but  before  he  had  completed  his  preparatory  class- 
ical course,  circumstances  induced  him  to  turn  aside  to  enter  upon 
mercantile  life. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1818,  before  he  was  23  years  of  age;  was 
Master  of  the  Lodge,  and  King  of  the  Chapter,  in  Rutland,  in  1820; 
and  in  1824  was  Commander  of  the  Knights  Templar,  and  Grand 
Lecturer  for  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont. 

He  removed  to  Tecumseh,  Michigan,  in  1826,  having,  in  the 
meantime,  spent  one  year,  after  leaving  Vermont,  at  Strongsville,  Ohio. 
As  Tecumseh  was  first  settled  in  1824,  he  was  among  its  pioneers,  and 
was  always  an  active  and  influential  citizen,  and  had  much  to  do  in 
promoting  its  prosperity  and  shaping  its  destiny. 

From  1857'  to  x868  he  was  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  for  eighteen  years,  also,  he  was  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  our 
Grand  Chapter. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  1876  there  were  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  lodges  in  Michigan  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  twenty-seven 
thousand. 


*  * 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  tax  of  ten  cents  per  capita  upon  the  entire  membership  in  the 
state  served  to  temporarily  relieve  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  by  practicing  economy  for  two  or  three  years  more,  it  was  hoped 
that  the  body  would  again  be  upon  a  sound  financial  basis.  This 
proved  to  be  the  case  and  with  the  adoption  of  the  revised  constitution 
a  year  later,  the  per  capita  dues  were  increased  and  the  future  amply 
provided  for. 

The  annual  convocation  for  1876  was  held  in  Detroit,  every  Chap- 
ter but  one  being  represented. 

The  Grand  Officers  chosen  for  that  year  were: 

M.  E.  Wm.  Brown,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Oliver  L.  Spaulding,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Chas.  J.  Kruger,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  David  C.  Spaui.ding,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  R.  W.  Lanoon,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Rev.  Wm.  Stowe,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  S.  H.  Norton,  Grand  Captain  of  Host. 

R.  E.  Chas.  H.  Axtell,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  David  Bovee,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Rev.  B.  F.  Doughty,  Grand  Lecturer. 

Comp.  C.  W.  Strait,  Grand  Master  third  Veil. 

Comp.  R.  H.  Morrison,  Grand  Master  second  Veil. 

Comp.  Chas.  E.  Ojunby,  Grand  Master  first  Veil. 

Comp.  D.  A.  Wright,  Grand  Steward. 

Comp.  A.  B.  Chapman,  Grand  Steward. 

Comp.  Wm.  V.  Griffith,  Grand  Sentinel. 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  BROWN. 

William  Brown  was  born  at  Newbury,  New  York,  April  22,  181 1. 
He  removed  to  Michigan  in  1832,  settling  in  Bedford,  removing,  a  few 
years  later,  to  Birmingham,  where  he  resided  until  1853,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Battle  Creek,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

Upon  locating  in  this  place  he  began  the  manufacture  of  threshing 
machines  under  the  firm  name  of  William  Brown  &  Co.,  which 
subsequently  became  Upton,  Brown  &  Co.,  of  which  he  was  the 
senior  member  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  was  a  man  of  high  moral  character,  strict  business  integrity, 
and  specially  a  friend  of  the  laboring  man,  with  whom  he  was  always 
in  warmest  sympathy,  and  although  he  was  quiet  and  reserved  in  social 
life,  he  possessed  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  He  was  one  who,  whenever  duty  pointed,  was  ready  to 
perform  it  promptly  and  well. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  July  27,  1847, 
raised  September  15,  of  the  same  year.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
organizing  Birmingham  Lodge,  No.  44,  in  1850,  and  was  its  first 
Worshipful  Master,  holding  that  office  until  he  removed  to  Battle 
Creek.  It  was  under  his  mastership  that  Brother  Hugh  McCurdy, 
then  just  arrived  at  lawful  age,  received  the  symbolic  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1, 
March  22,  1848.  The  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  were  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  Monroe  Council,  No.  1,  Detroit.  He  was  created 
a  Knight  Templar  in  Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  8,  on  January  21, 
1859. 

In  1873  he  was  elected  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  and  re-elected  the  next  year.  He  was  ver\-  enthusiastic 
in  this  branch  of  Masonry  and  to  it  he  devoted  much  thought  and 
study,  and  did  much  to  assist  in  giving  it  that  prominence  which  it 
now  enjoys  in  this  state. 

In  1876  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  ruled  the  Royal  Craft  for  one  year  with  discretion  and  ability. 
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All  of  his  masonic  honors  he  bore  with  a  modesty  becoming  his  sensi- 
tive and  refined  nature,  and  won  the  lasting  love  and  esteem  of  all  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Battle  Creek,  September  23,  1880,  of  heart 
disease,  and  was  buried  three  days  later,  the  funeral  services  being  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Peninsular  Commandery.  Besides  this  Com- 
mandery,  there  were  many  Sir  Knights  present  from  other  cities  and 
towns  in  that  part  of  the  state,  besides  Lodges  and  large  numbers  of 
brethren,  forming  one  of  the  largest  processions  ever  seen  in  that  place. 

* 

*  # 

A  new  Chapter  was  started  in  Hudson  this  year,  and  rising  as  it 
did,  from  the  ashes  of  the  former  one,  it  was  appropriately  named 
Phcrnix  Chapter.  To  this  new  Chapter  was  given  the  effects  of  the 
former  one,  which  had  been  in  possession  of  a  receiver  since  the  arrest 
of  the  charter.  Leslie  also  secured  a  new  Chapter  by  dispensation  from 
M.  E.  Companion  Brown,  and  took  a  place  upon  the  roll  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

* 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

In  the  year  1876  Templar  Masonry  in  Michigan  lost  two  of 
its  brightest  lights.  On  the  fourth  day  of  February,  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander John  Clark  died  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair.  His  funeral  was  con- 
ducted by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  under  the  direction  of 
R.  E.  Sir  S.  S.  Matthews.  His  remains  were  followed  to  their  last  rest- 
ing place  by  the  Knights  of  John  Clark  and  Port  Huron  Commanderies, 
and  also  detachments  of  Knights  from  Detroit,  Romeo  and  Lexington, 
together  with  a  large  number  of  citizens  who  had  gathered,  to  testify 
by  their  presence  and  their  tears,  their  deep  sorrow,  and  to  take  a  last 
look  at  one  who,  in  his  long  intercourse  with  them,  had  ever  been  a 
wise  counselor  and  true  friend.  Sir  John  Clark  had  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  79  years,  and  until  the  year  last  preceding  his  death,  was 
unusually  active  for  one  of  his  age.  He  had  never  been  a  seeker  after 
position,  and  yet  he  died  with  garnered  honors  clustered  thick  around 
him.  He  had  been  a  mason  56  years,  and  during  that  time  had  held 
the  office  of  Very  Eminent  Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  En- 
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campment  of  the  U.  S.;  also  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  as  well  as  Eminent  Commander  of  Port  Huron 
and  John  Clark  Commanderies.  In  his  death  Masonry  lost  one  of  its 
most  zealous  advocates  and  worthy  members. 

On  the  third  day  of  April  Past  Grand  Commander  Irving  M. 
Smith  died  at  the  residence  of  his  sister  in  Detroit.  His  death  came 
suddenly  and  unexpected,  when  he  was  only  forty-four  years  old.  He 
was  most  sincerely  mourned  by  his  many  friends  and  fraters. 

*  * 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  1876,  Past  Grand 
Commander  Garfield  presented  to  that  body  all  his  right,  title  and  in- 
terest in  the  copyright  for  his  "Tactics  and  Manual, "  which  was  accept- 
ed with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  For  some  reason,  however,  its  use 
was  discontinued  a  few  years  later,  although  it  has  always  remained 
the  standard  in  several  other  jurisdictions. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  that  Sir  Knight  Eugene  Robinson, 
Captain  General  of  Detroit  Commandery,  had  published  and  copy- 
righted a  manual  of  tactics  and  drill  and  that  the  same  was  being  used 
to  some  extent.  Grand  Commander  Randall  issued  a  General  Order 
forbidding  the  use  of  any  but  Garfield's  Tactics  in  this  jurisdiction. 
To  the  credit  of  Sir  Eugene  Robinson  be  it  said  he  at  once  promptly 
disclaimed  any  design  or  intention  to  infringe  upon  the  copyright  of 
Sir  Garfield.  A  few  years  later  Robinson's  Tactics  was  adopted  for 
the  use  of  the  Michigan  Commanderies  and  remained  the  standard 
until  1895,  when  it  was  replaced  by  another  prepared  by  a  special 
Committee  of  that  body,  of  which  Sir  L.  D.  Harris,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
was  chairman. 

* 

At  this  1876  meeting  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  conclaves 
was  changed  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  of  each  year,  and  this  re- 
mained the  date  for  these  meetings  for  several  years,  being  afterwards 
changed  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  same  month. 

The  following  were  the  Grand  Officers  elected  in  1876. 

R.  E.  Sir  Sam'l  C.  Randau,,  Flint,  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Corunna,  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  Hollis  Knapp,  Jackson,  Grand  Generalissimo. 
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E.  Sir  Frank  Henderson,  Kalamazoo,  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  &  E.  Sir  G.  W.  Wilson,  E.  Saginaw,  Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale,  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  R.  G.  Chandler,  Coldwater,  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  Mark  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  James  B.  Newton,  Monroe,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Geo.  W.  Chandler,  Lansing,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Robt.  H.  Morrison,  Sturgis,  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Wm.  V.  Griffith,  Detroit,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  SAMUEL  C.  RANDALL. 

Samuel  C.  Randall  was  born  on  October  20,  1837,  at  Owego,  Tio- 
ga county,  New  York.  What  education  he  could  get  by  attending 
country  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  was  all  that  fell  to 
his  lot.  What  other  learning  he  has  secured  has  been  by  actual  con- 
tact with  the  business  affairs  of  the  world.  When  sixteen  years  old  he 
commenced  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  serv- 
ing three  years. 

He  came  west  in  the  spring  of  1856,  to  grow  up  with  the  country. 
Settling  at  Flint,  in  this  state,  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  the  next  six 
years. 

In  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  K., 
twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  his 
service  lasting  until  December  1,  1865.  After  being  mustered  out  of 
the  service  he  returned  to  Flint  and  engaged  in  the  Sash,  Door  and 
Lumber  business,  which  he  has  succesfully  conducted  to  the  present 
day. 

He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Flint  with  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation seven  years,  Alderman  four  years  and  Mayor  one  year.  In 
every  position  he  occupied  he  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
constituents. 

His  Masonic  life,  which  has  been  an  active  and  honored  one,  com- 
menced at  an  early  age.  He  was  initiated  in  Flint  Lodge,  No,  23,  on 
the  last  day  of  November,  1857.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  on 
January  24,  1858,  and  at  once  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  his 
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Lodge.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  and  served  four 
years,  and  was  again  elected  in  1877,  serving  for  another  four  years. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Washington  Chapter,  No. 
15,  January  19,  i860,  and  in  1880  was  elected  High  Priest,  serving 
as  such  for  the  next  three  years.  In  January,  1882,  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  advancing  step 
by  step  until  in  1891  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  governed 
the  Royal  Craft  in  Michigan  for  one  year. 

He  received  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  DeMolai  Commandery, 
No.  5,  at  Grand  Rapids,  in  1864,  atJd  in  1867  dimitted  and  became  a 
member  of  Genesee  Valley  Commandery,  at  Flint,  and  was  elected  Emi- 
nent Commander  the  same  year  and  continued  to  hold  that  office  for 
the  next  ten  years.  In  1869  he  was  elected  Grand  Sword  Bearer  in  the 
Grand  Commandery  and  each  year  saw  him  taking  one  step  upward  on 
the  ladder  that  leads  to  the  acme  of  Templar  ambition,  until  in  1876 
he  was  elected  Grand  Commander  and  served  with  honor  and  credit  one 
year.  He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  a 
member  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  in  Detroit. 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1877. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1877,  a  resolution 
was  introduced  which  was  intended  as  a  declaration  of  that  body  on  the 
subject  of  temperance.  No  special  regulation  upon  this  subject  was 
then  incorporated  into  our  laws.  The  resolution  made  the  use  of,  or 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  a  masonic  offense, 
which,  if  persisted  in  after  the  brother  was  admonished,  would  subject 
him  to  suspension  or  expulsion.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee  to  report  one  year  later  what  legislation  was  needed  to  main- 
tain a  proper  observance  of  and  respect  for  the  masonic  virtue  of  tem- 
perance. At  the  next  annual  meeting  the  chairman  of  this  special 
committee  reported  as  follows: 

1st.  No  general  legislation  is  needed  to  maintain  a  proper  respect  for  and  ob- 
servance of  the  Masonic  virtue  of  Temperance.  The  observance  and  practice  of  this 
virtue  is  inculcated  in  a  most  impressive  manner  on  our  first  admission  into  a  Lodge 
of  Masons.  It  is  there  enjoined  upon  us  as  the  constant  practice  of  every  Mason. 
It  stands  at  the  head  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues  as  the  faithful  guardian  of  the 
secrets  of  the  Order.  To  violate  this  virtue  subjects  the  offender  to  the  contempt 
and  detestation  of  all  good  Masons,  and  to  the  infliction  of  Masonic  penalties. 
The  law  as  it  exists  is  clear  and  the  penalties  adequate.  No  additional  legislation 
can  add  to  the  heinousness  of  the  offense  of  intemperance,  and  no  additional  penal- 
ties known  to  Masonic  law  can  be  imposed. 

It  is  not  in  new  legislation  that  the  remedy  for  intemperance  is  to  be  found,  but 
in  the  enforcement  of  existing  laws.  Your  committee  are  satisfied  that  much  of  the 
cause  of  complaint  in  this  behalf  arises  from  the  neglect  of  observing  those  recipro- 
cal duties  and  obligations  which  rests  upon  us  as  Masons  towards  one  another.  In- 
temperance does  not  burst  forth  suddenly  into  the  enormity  of  an  offense — it  is  a 
plant  of  slow  growth,  having  its  roots  nurtured  from  frequent  indulgence  until  it 
forms  habit.  *  It  is  a  falling  away  from  that  high  plane  of  temperance  upon  which 
all  upright  Masons  stand.  The  downward  steps  are  plainly  to  be  perceived  by  all 
the  brethren.  But  do  the  brethren,  animated  by  that  fraternal  regard  for  a  brother 
Mason's  welfare  which  we  are  taught  to  exercise  and  which  we  profess  to  have, 
stretch  forth  their  hands  to  assist  and  save  the  falling  brother?  Do  they  whisper  in 
his  ear  words  of  caution?    Do  they  give  good  counsel,  not  by  chiding  publicly,  but 
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by  private  admonition?  Or  rather  do  they  turn  away  from  him,  or  pass  by  on  the 
other  side,  giving  him  no  due  and  timely  notice  that  he  may  ward  off  approaching 
danger? 

Your  Committee  are  speaking  now  of  that  form  of  intemperance  which  is  mani- 
fested by  habitual  drunkenness;  and  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  a  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  members  of  which  discharge  towards  each  other  the  du- 
ties and  obligations  of  Masons,  it  is  generally  impossible  that  there  should  be  an 
habitual  drunkard.  Of  all  the  vices  to  which  weak  human  nature  is  addicted,  it  is 
one  most  easily  detected.  It  is  known  and  seen  of  all  men,  and  it  is  also  a  vice 
which  is  most  easily  eradicated  by  the  timely  interposition  of  brotherly  love.  No 
man  can  withstand  the  kindly  influence  of  all  the  members  of  a  Lodge  if  put  forth 
to  succor  and  to  save.  If  having  discharged  toward  one  who  is  contracting  the  vice 
of  intemperance  these  good  offices,  he  will  not  give  heed  and  forsake  the  error  of  his 
ways,  cast  him  out  as  an  unworthy  member,  who  is  not  entitled  to  our  sympathy, 
favor  or  protection. 

2d.  Special  legislation  is  not  needed  upon  the  subject,  either  to  enjoin  tem- 
perance or  to  inculcate  brotherly  love.  For  if  the  initiate  will  not  respect  the  car- 
dinal virtues,  nor  the  brethren  fulfill  their  obligations,  without  special  injunctions 
so  to  do,  both  will  be  alike  unavailing.  There  is  no  life  in  the  letter  of  the  law,  but 
in  the  spirit. 

Therefore  we  say  to  those  brethren  who  complain  of  the  evil  of  intemperance 
among  the  Fraternity,  that  the  blame  does  not  rest  upon  the  intemperate  alone,  nor 
with  the  law-givers,  but  with  the  brother  in  that  he  has  himself  so  degraded,  dis- 
graced and  fallen;  and  with  the  Lodge  in  that  they  did  not  save  him  from  falling; 
or  failing  in  this,  that  they  did  not  wipe  out  the  degradation  and  disgrace  to  the 
Fraternity  by  expelling  or  suspending  him  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

A  general  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  this  report,  when  it 
was  adopted.  This  did  not  satisfy  a  part  of  the  members  and  later  in 
the  session  the  following  resolution  was  introduced  and  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage — 
by  Masons — is  a  Masonic  offense;  and  if  a  brother  persists  therein  as  a  business  after 
being  duly  admonished,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  sus- 
pend or  expel  him,  in  its  discretion. 

This  remained  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction  until  1885,  when,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Grand  Master  Clark,  the  resolution  was  repealed. 

*  * 

It  was  in  1877  that  the  Grand  Secretary  was  made,  ex  officio,  a 
committee  on  credentials  and  also  committee  on  correspondence,  and 
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from  that  time  all  of  the  duties  of  both  these  committees  have  devolved 
upon  that  officer. 

The  officers  elected  for  this  year  were: 


William  Dunham  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1824,  and  comes  from 
those  hardy,  long-lived  and  enterprising  New  Englanders,  who  have 
ever  been  noted  for  their  sterling  integrity  and  business  ability. 

He  came  to  Michigan  in  1854,  locating  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he 
married  and  resided  for  several  years,  afterwards  removing  to  Fenton, 
and  from  thence  to  Manistee,  where  he  remained  for  fourteen  years. 
During  that  time  he  held  the  offices  of  County  Clerk  and  Register  of 
Deeds,  and  when  through  with  civil  preferment  he  engaged  in  the 
banking  business.  In  188 1  he  returned  to  Grand  Rapids  and  organized 
the  Fifth  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  president  for  four  years. 
He  has  also  been  largely  interested  in  various  industries,  but  at  present 
devotes  his  attention  solely  to  the  Dean  Printing  and  Publishing  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  has  been  the  President  for  several  years. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  in  186 1,  he  went  to  the 
front  as  Captain  of  the  Third  Michigan  Cavalry;  but  after  a  little  over 
one  year's  service  was  disabled  and  obliged  to  return  home. 


Bro.  Wm.  Dunham,  Manistee, 

11  John  W.  Finch,  Adrian, 

11  Isaac  T.  Bkach,  Almont, 

"  Rufus  C.  Hatheway,  Ionia, 

"  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles, 

"  Eli*ery  I.  Garfield,  Detroit, 

"  Arthur  M.  Clark.  Lexington, 

"  Ethan  Ray  Clark,  Smyrna, 

"  Bela  Cogshall,  Holly, 

"  L.  H.  Bailey,  South  Haven, 

"  A.  H.  Ellis,  Middleville, 

M  Harry  Dean,  Grand  Rapids, 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
R  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
R.  W.  Grand  Lecturer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 
W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Grand  Marshal. 
Bro.  Grand  Tiler. 


SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  DUNHAM. 
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Brother  Dunham  was  made  a  Mason  in  Grand  River  Lodge,  No. 
34,  March  4,  1857;  was  a  charter  member  of  Genesee  Chapter  and 
Genesee  Commandery;  was  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the  Lodge 
and  Chapter  in  Manistee,  being  W.  M.  of  the  Lodge  in  1869;  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Chapter,  and  its  High  Priest  for  several  terms; 
and  was  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Manistee  Council,  No.  46,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  for  many  years.  In  1877  he  was  elected  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  and  presided  over  that  body 
during  that  year  with  equal  honor  to  the  craft  and  himself. 

His  love  for  Masonry  is  growing  stronger  with  the  years,  so  that 
he  is  just  as  closely  identified  with  its  interests  now  as  he  ever  was, 
keeping  up  regular  attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  various  bodies 
with  which  he  is  connected.  He  holds  membership  in  Grand  River 
Lodge,  No.  34;  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  7;  DeMolai  Commandery, 
No.  5;  De  Witt  Clinton  Consistory ,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  and  co-ordinate  bodies,  of 
which  he  is  Treasurer,  and  is  also  an  honorary  33  degree  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council  A.\  A.\  S.\  R.\,  for  the  Northern  Masonic  jurisdiction. 
He  is  likewise  a  Noble  of  Saladin  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

As  president  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  Association  from  its 
inception  to  the  annual  meeting  January,  1894,  at  which  time  he 
positively  refused  to  serve  longer  in  that  capacity,  Brother  Dunham's 
work  for  the  craft  is  most  happily  represented.  He  was  one  of  the 
very  first  to  urge  the  establishment  of  the  Home,  and  helped  in  every 
way  to  get  the  Association  started  upon  a  practical  basis,  and  the  mag- 
nificent building  erected  by  himself  and  his  co-laborers  stands  to-day  a 
monument  to  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy  in  this  direction. 

* 

*  * 

Grand  Master  Dunham  gave  dispensations  for  three  new  lodges 
located  at  Manton,  Saginaw  City,  and  Halls  Corners,  Branch  County. 

On  November  20,  Grand  Secretary  Ellery  I.  Garfield  resigned 
that  office  after  less  than  two  years  service.  His  reasons  were  that  his 
business  engagements  demanded  his  whole  time  and  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  properly  attend  to  the  duties  of  that  office.  Grand  Master 
Dunham  accepted  this  resignation  and  appointed  Brother  William  P. 
Innes  to  fill  the  vacancy,  who  then  commenced  his  long  and  illustrious 
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service  in  that  office,  which  ended  only  when  he  was  elected  Grand 
Master  fifteen  years  later. 

* 

Past  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  who  was  Grand  Master  in 
185 1,  1852  and  1853,  died  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  Honored  and  most  highly  esteemed  by  his  brethren  all  over  the 
state,  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned. 

* 

*  * 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Michigan  Masonry  there  was  a 
decrease  in  membership  during  the  year  the  loss  being  a  little  more 
than  eleven  hundred. 

* 

*  * 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  revised  constitution,  which  had  been  in  the  hands  of  a  special 
committee  for  two  years,  was  considered  and  amended  at  the  annual 
session  in  1877,  when  it  was  approved  and  laid  over  until  the  next  year, 
when  it  was  finally  adopted  and  became,  and  has  since  remained,  the 
paramount  law  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  officers  chosen  for  1877  were: 

Oliver  L.  Spaulding, 
Chas.  J.  Kruger, 
David  C.  Spaulding, 
S.  H.  Norton, 
Wm.  P.  Innes, 
R.  W.  Landon, 
Rev.  Wm.  Stowe, 
Chas.  H.  Axtell, 
David  Bovee, 
C.  W.  Strait, 
Rev.  B.  F.  Doughty, 
R.  H.  Morrison, 
Theron  F.  Giddings, 
J.  F.  Hicks, 

Comp.  R.  C.  Hatheway, 
Coinp.  Lewis  Grant, 
Comp.  Wm.  V.  Griffith 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E-  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

R.  E-  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

R.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

R.  E.  Grand  Lecturer. 

E-  Grand  Master  3d  Veil. 

E.  Grand  Master  2d  Veil. 

E-  Grand  Master  1st  Veil. 
Grand  Steward. 
Grand  Steward. 
Grand  Sentinel. 
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Companion  O.  L.  Spaulding,  having  already  served  as  Grand  Com- 
mander K.  T.  of  this  state,  was  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  office  of 
Grand  High  Priest,  the  duties  of  which* office  he  faithfully  administered 
during  the  year.  He  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  Chapter  at  Traverse 
City,  but  declined  to  grant  similar  requests  from  Douglas  and  Quincy. 
He  believed  there  was  great  danger  of  establishing  Chapters  where  they 
could  not  be  well  sustained,  believing  that  one  good,  strong  Chapter 
was  better  than  several  weak  ones  in  any  jurisdiction. 

The  number  of  Chapters  at  the  close  of  this  year  was  one  hundred 
and  two,  and  the  aggregate  membership  was  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five. 

* 

*  * 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

The  new  asylum  of  Detroit  Commandery  was  dedicated  on  May  8, 
1877,  by  Grand  Commander  Randall.  This  asylum  served  the 
purposes  of  this  Commandery  for  nearly  a  score  of  years,  when  it  was 
abandoned  for  the  commodious  quarters  now  occupied  in  the  magnificent 
temple  on  Lafayette  Avenue.  At  this  time,  Detroit  Commandery  felt 
a  just  pride  in  having  one  of  the  finest  asylums  in  this  country.  The 
following  is  an  accurate  description  of  it  at  that  time: 

The  committee  secured  a  lease  of  the  upper  story  of  the  Wayne  County  Savings 
Bank  building  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  the  building  was  constructed  with 
reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Commandery.  The  building  is  fifty-two  feet  front, 
on  Congress  street,  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet  in  depth,  aud  is  five  stories 
in  height,  including  basement,  is  constructed  of  brick,  with  cut  stone  front,  is  fire- 
proof, and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  structures  in  the  city.  The  corridors  lead- 
ing to  the  Asylum  are  spacious  and  elegantly  fitted  up;  the  stairways  wide  and  of 
easy  ascent.  The  first  is  of  cut- stone,  the  second  of  iron,  and  the  third  and  fourth 
of  oak  and  ash.  The  Asylum  proper  is  40x60,  with  arched  ceiling,  21  feet  to  base 
of  arch  and  thirty-five  feet  10  center,  with  sky -light.  Surrounding  the  Asylum  on 
east,  south  and  north  is  a  corridor  six  feet  in  width,  in  which  are  the  lockers  for 
the  uniforms.  Adjoining  the  Asylum  on  the  northwest  is  the  Red-Cross  Room, 
which  is  20x20,  while  on  the  southwest  is  located  the  Preparation  Rooms,  and  be- 
tween the  Red-Cross  Room  and  Preparation  Rooms  is  the  Reception  Room,  which 
communicates  with  all  of  the  before- mentioned  rooms.  The  Banquet  Rooms  are 
located  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  building,  and  are  25x50,  adjoining  which  on 
the  east  is  the  Pantry.  The  Parlors  are  in  the  northwest,  and  are  20x24,  and 
connect  by  sliding  doors  with  the  Banquet  Rooms,  affording  opportunity  to  use 
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both  the  Parlors  and  Banquet  Rooms  for  either  purpose.  The  vestibule  is  15x20, 
connected  with  which  are  Dining-room  and  Closet. 

The  furniture  throughout  is  Norman-Gothic  in  style,  of  red  oak,  and  is  up- 
holstered in  all  the  rooms  except  the  Parlors  and  Banquet  Rooms,  with  scarlet  plush. 
All  the  other  appointments  are  of  modern  design,  and  are  elegant  and  appropriate. 

The  first  meeting  in  the  new  rooms  was  the  regular  conclave, 
held  Friday  evening,  May  5th,  1877. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  evening,  Eminent 
Commander  Jessa  E.  Saxton  addressed  the  Cominandery  as  follows: 

4 'Sir  Knights  of  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  i:  I  have  visited  this  Asylum 
almost  daily  for  the  past  sixty  days.  I  have  anxiously  watched  every  stage  of  the 
work  to  the  completion  of  the  whole.  I  have. met  most  of  you  here  individually  at 
sundry  times,  and  we  have  canvassed  the  work  in  all  its  details  together. 

Such  being  the  case  the  natural  inference  would  be  that  daily  contact  would 
have  rendered  everything  familiar,  and  that  the  transition  from  the  old  Asylum  into 
the  new  would  have  been  easy  and  natural  for  me.  But  on  the  contrary  I  feel  like 
one  in  a  dream  as  I  stand  here  to-night,  and  I  cannot  realize  the  fact  that  we, 
Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  are  the  proud  possessors  of  this  magnificent  Asylum. 

But  it  is  ours,  and  we  are  met  here  to-night  to  gather  around  our  new  hearth- 
stone for  the  first  time,  and  enjoy  the  culmination  of  our  fond  hopes  and  the  fruits 
of  our  strenuous  labors. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  subject  of  procuring  new  and  more  commodious 
quarters  for  the  Commandery  has  been  more  or  less  agitated,  but  it  did  not  take 
any  definite  form  until  June,  1875.  On  our  return  from  our  pilgrimage  to  New 
York,  it  was  apparent  to  all  that  the  welfare  of  the  Commandery  demanded  that 
immediate  and  decisive  steps  be  taken  in  that  direction.  The  want  of  more  room, 
bad  ventilation,  difficult  access  and  excessive  danger  in  case  of  fire,  deterred  many 
of  our  members  from  meeting  with  us  at  all.  These  points  were  strongly  set  forth 
in  a  few  stirring  speeches  on  the  morning  of  our  arrival  home,  which  resulted  in 
calling  a  special  meeting  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  who  were  authorized 
to  take  prompt  action  toward  securing  a  new  Asylum.  And  here  ivc  behold  the  re- 
sult. Our  feelings  on  leaving  the  old  Asylum  are  akin  to  those  of  parting  with  the 
home  of  our  childhood,  for  it  was  there  that  the  most  of  us  were  first  inducted  into 
the  mysteries,  beauties  and  glories  of  our  noble  Order.  Its  characteristics,  fittings 
and  appointments  are  stamped  upon  our  minds  like  the  lineaments  of  an  aged  and 
loving  friend.  It  is  there,  and  there  only,  that  we  can  fully  call  up  the  sweet  and 
hallowed  memories  of  those  of  our  number  who  have  lain  off  their  Knightly  armor 
and  partaken  of  that  bitter  cup  of  which  we  must  all  sooner  or  later  partake. 

The  dedication  of  this  new  asylum  was  one  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  history  of  Detroit  Commandery  up  to  that  time. 
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The  proud  and  hospitable  Sir  Knights  took  full  charge  of  their 
guests  and  showed  them  every  attention  possible.  Each  visitor  had  a 
fully  equipped  Sir  Knight  for  escort  from  the  entrance  to  his  seat,  and 
every  detail  of  the  arrangements  was  managed  with  that  precision  and 
ready  method  for  which  Detroit  Commandery  has  long  been  renowned. 

The  address  upon  this  occasion  was  delivered  by  Sir  Hugh  Mc- 
Curdy,  then  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  was  a  most  eloquent  and 
appropriate  one.    He  closed  it  with  these  beautiful  words: 

In  common  with  the  brotherhood  of  the  State,  I  congratulate  you,  Sir  Knights 
of  Detroit  Commandery,  on  the  completion  and  dedication  of  this  beautiful  Temple. 
It  speaks  for  itself.  When,  in  1851,  Masonic  Lodge  No.  2,  offered  you,  in  charity 
and  good  will,  the  use  of  their  hall  as  your  asylum,  it  was  actuated  by  the  same 
generous  spirit  that  gave  succor  to  the  poor  and  oppressed  Templar  five  centuries 
ago.  The  fencing  foils  and  wooden  swords,  improvised  for  your  first  meetings, 
were  long  since  thrown  aside,  and  cosily,  jeweled  sword  and  scabbard  now  take  their 
place.  Out  of  the  old  asylum  into  the  new,  is  with  you  an  act  of  consecration,  and 
an  offering  to  Him  who  died  for  your  atonement.  In  the  erection  of  this  Temple 
of  oriental  magnificence,  the  dream  of  the  German  cottager  becomes  the  type  of  your 
hope.  His  humble  cot,  while  he  slept,  lifted  up  its  rafters,  and  it  became  a 
cathedral, — the  chimney  became  a  spire,  and  the  windows  Gothic,  filled  with  tinted 
glass, — his  fire-place  became  an  altar,  and  his  children,  living  and  gone,  became 
seraphims,  bending  over  that  mercy-seat.  Thus  your  work,  here  accomplished, 
becomes  a  sanctuary,  your  benevolence,  your  love  of  charity,  your  grand  idea  of 
humanity;  enter  at  once,  and  lift  it  upward  and  outward  as  in  the  transformation  of 
the  German's  dream.  Grander  than  imagination  is  this  event,  lifting  the  great 
soul  of  man  out  of  the  selfishness  and  wrangle  of  daily  life  into  a  purer,  kinder, 
nobler  realm  of  thought  and  feeling.  In  all  that  tends  to  your  advancement,  we 
bid  you  still  God-speed;  may  your  glittering  swords  be  ever  endowed  with  justice 
and  fortitude;  and  may  your  proud  banner  ever  displayed  in  the  atmosphere  of 
honor  and  integrity,  carry  still  higher  the  Christian's  symbol  of  ''peace  on  earth — 
good  will  to  man." 

The  time  had  now  arrived  for  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  in 
Michigan  to  boldly  declare  itself  upon  the  subject  of  temperance.  In 
his  address  at  the  annual  conclave  Grand  Commander  S.  C.  Randall 
brought  this  subject  to  the  front  in  these  words: 

Sir  Knights:  Is  not  the  subject  of  Temperance  a  question  that  we,  as  members 
of  an  Order  founded  on  the  Christian  Religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian 
Virtues,  should  investigate,  and  see  whether  we,  as  Christian  Knights,  are  living 
up  to  the  principles  of  Temperance  taught  us  at  every  step  from  the  First  Degree  in 
Masonry  to  the  Order  of  the  Temple?    Whether  we  are  not  too  much  in  the  habit 
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of  taking  a  social  glass  together  while  clothed  as  Knights  Templar?  and  if  it  be 
not  too  much  the  practice  of  Cornmanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction,  when  entertaining 
other  Cornmanderies,  to  have  liquors  of  different  kinds  at  their  headquarters  (or  in 
a  separate  room)  and  on  their  banquet  tables?  Is  not  such  use  of  liquors  wrong, — 
wrong  in  principle,  and  opposed  by  all  the  teachings  of  our  Order?  and  should  not 
the  practice  be  prohibited  by  an  edict  of  this  Grand  Commandery  forbidding  its  use 
at  our  banquets,  at  the  headquarters  of  our  Cornmanderies,  or  by  any  member  of  the 
Order  in  public  while  in  uniform. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  closed  their  admirable  re- 
port thus: 

There  are  in  the  minds  of  your  Committee  obvious  reasons  why  a  Commandery 
should  by  practice  inculcate  the  principles  taught  in  our  solemn  ceremonies,  and 
likewise  restrain  the  indulgence  of  any  vice.  And  a  vice  so  palpable  as  intemper- 
ance should  not  be  overlooked.  Moreover,  there  are  reciprocal  obligations.  We 
demand  conformity  to  our  rules;  why  should  we  not  recognize  our  obligations  as  an 
organic  body  to  the  individual  member?  The  question  suggests  its  own  answer. 
The  teacher  should  guide- 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander's  address  are  eminently  proper  and  timely;  and  that 
he  is  entitled  to  the  commendation  of  this  Grand  Commandery  for  his  presentation 
of  the  subject. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  an  Edict  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
to  take  immediate  effect: 

EDICT. 

Ordered,  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  at,  or  about,  or  in  any  way  in  con- 
nection with  any  banquet  given  or  participated  in  by  any  Commandery,  or  part 
thereof,  is  prohibited. 

That  the  keeping,  or  having,  or  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  at  headquarters  of 
any  Commandery  at  its  station  or  on  a  pilgrimage  is  prohibited. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  each  Subordi- 
nate Commandery,  by  its  Commander  or  by  Committee,  should  take  action  to  help 
maintain  and  support  each  individual  Sir  Knight  in  the  due  discharge  of  his  obliga- 
tions, as  interpreted  by  the  noble  precepts  of  our  order. 

This  was  adopted  and  has  ever  since  been  one  of  the  standing 
edicts  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  year  following  May  9,  1877,  were: 
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Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Corunna, 

Sir  Hollis  F.  Knapp,  Jackson, 

Sir  Frank  Henderson,  Kalamazoo, 

Sir  Wm.  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale, 

Sir  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wilson,  E.  Saginaw, 

Sir  Robt.  G.  Chandler,  Coldwater, 

Sir  James  B.  Newton,  Monroe, 

Sir  Martin  S.  Smith,  Detroit, 

Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  P.  G.  C,  Grand  Rapids, 

Sir  Geo-  W.  Chandler,  Lansing, 

Sir  Robt.  H.  Morrison,  Sturgis, 

Sir  Cornelius  W.  Strait,  Jackson, 

Sir  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 


R.  E-  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 


E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 
E.  Grand  Captain  General. 
E.  Grand  Prelate. 
E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 
E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 
E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
E.  Grand  Recorder. 


Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
Grand  Warder. 
Grand  Sentinel. 


Among  the  early  duties  of  the  new  Grand  Commander  was  the 
taking  of  the  Grand  and  many  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies  to  the 
triennial  conclave  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
August,  1877. 

Leaving  Detroit  on  the  morning  of  August  27,  on  the  steamboat 
Badger  State,  with  the  Detroit  and  Flint  Commanderies,  accompanied 
by  Gardner's  Flint  Citv  Band,  and  a  large  number  of  guests,  the  Grand 
Commander  and  staff  arrived  in  the  "Forest  City"  that  evening,  and 
after  landing  were  at  once  escorted  to  their  head-quarters  through  gai- 
ly-decorated streets  and  throngs  of  plumed  Knights.  Buildings,  public 
and  private,  on  every  hand  were  decorated  with  the  insignia  of  the 
Order,  and  business  localities  gorgeously  festooned  with  streamer,  flag 
and  banner,  in  honor  of  the  Grand  Conclave.  Massive  arches, 
triumphal  in  their  character,  were  erected  here  and  there,  garlanded 
with  mottoes  and  devices,  and  everywhere  was  written  "Welcome." 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  present,  except  Sir  Knight  Cornelius 
W.  Strait,  Grand  Warder,  who  was  detained  at  home  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  whose  office  was  temporarily  filled  by  Sir  Knight  Edwin  S. 
Pierce,  of  Grand  Rapids.  There  were  also  present  the  following  Past 
Grand  Commanders,  of  this  jurisdiction:  Garra  B.  Noble,  Theron  A. 
Flower,  John  Hoffman  Armstrong,  Edward  D.  Benedict,  William  P. 
Innes,  John  L.  Mitchell,  Ellery  I  Garfield,  Leonard  H.  Randall,  Sol- 
omon S.  Mathews  and  Samuel  C.  Randall;  also  Past  Dep.  G.  C.  Charles 
T.  Hills  and  Past  Grand  Prelate,  William  Richmond  Tillinghast. 
The  eighth  division  of  the  imposing  parade  comprised  the  visiting 
Commanderies  of  Michigan: 
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Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1.  Flint  City  Band, 
Pontiac  Commandery,  No,  2.  Pontiac  Cornet  Band, 
Eureka  Commandery,  No.  3.  Matcheson's  Band, 
Adrian  Commandery,  No.  4.  Raisin  River  Band, 
Port  Huron  Commandery,  No.  7.  Port  Huron  Band, 
Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  8.  Commandery  Band. 
Jackson  Commandery,  No.  9.  Jackson  City  Band, 
Jacobs  Commandery,  No.  10.  Cold  water  Cornet  Band, 
St.  Bernard  Commandery,  No.  16.  East  Saginaw  Band, 
Three  Rivers  Commandery,  No.  29.  Crossett's  Constantine  Band, 
Besides  these,  Genessee  Valley,  Ionia  and  Columbia  Commanderies  were 
well  represented,  but  their  Sir  Knights  took  no  part  in  parade,  as  sepa- 
rate bodies.    All  along  the  line  the  Michigan  Commanderies  received 
the  spontaneous  greetings  of  multitudes  for  their  splendid  appearance 
and  knightly  bearing.    The  division  was  marshalled  by  E.  Sir  Knights 
Martin  S.  Smith  and  P.  E.  C.  John  P.  Fiske. 

Detroit  Commandery  again  brought  home  the  first  prize  for  per- 
fection in  drill  and  the  judges  took  occasion  to  personally  compliment 
Captain  General  Eugene  Robinson  as  a  drill-master,  and  Eminent  Com- 
mander Jessa  E.  Saxton  on  having  the  finest-drilled  body  of  men  in  the 
United  States. 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1878. 


The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of 
Grand  Rapids,  January  22  and  23,  1878. 
Grand  officers  for  that  year: 

John  W.  Finch,  Adrian, 
Daniel  Striker,  Hastings, 
Rufus  C.  Hatheway,  Ionia, 
Jno.  W.  McGrath,  Detroit, 
Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids, 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington, 
W.  J.  Chaplin,  Kalamazoo, 
D.  Woodward,  Clinton, 
Geo.  N.  Mead,  S.  Camden, 
N.  Hamilton,  Buchanan, 
F.  M.  Foster,  Jackson, 


the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in 
The  following  were  chosen 

M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
R.  W.  Grand  Lecturer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain 
W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Grand  Marshal. 
W.  Grand  Tiler. 


SKETCH  OF  JOHN  W.  FINCH. 

GRAND  MASTER.  1878. 

John  W.  Finch,  D.  D.  S.,  was  born  June  6th,  1826,  at  Arcadia, 
Wayne  Co.,  New  York. 

His  parents  were  of  English  stock,  and  the  doctor  has  inherited 
many  of  the  sturdy  characteristics  of  his  ancestors.  He  worked  on  the 
farm  in  boyhood  and  during  vacations  while  attending  school,  and  was 
a  student  at  the  Academies  at  Yates  and  Marion,  N.  Y.,  for  several 
years. 

He  taught  school  eleven  winters  while  getting  his  education  and 
subsequently,  and  was  successful  to  a  marked  degree  in  this  avocation. 
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From  1850  to  1854  he  worked  at  railroad  construction,  taking  con- 
tracts on  the  Illinois  Central,  Chicago  &  Alton,  and  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroads. 

In  1855  he  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Thorp,  and  located  in 
Chicago,  being  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 

In  1858  he  went  to  Delaware,  Ohio,  to  begin  the  study  of  dentistry, 
and  has  since  followed  this  vocation. 

In  1862  he  decided  to  locate  in  Adrian,  Michigan,  which  city  has 
since  been  his  home. 

The  Doctor  was  one  of  the  few  selected  by  the  regents  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  for  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  S.,  which  was 
conferred  upon  him  March  5,  1879. 

He  has  been  honored  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens  in 
Adrian  and  Lenawee  County,  many  times;  having  served  as  Alderman 
in  i870-,7i,  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  in  i874~,8o,  being 
President  of  the  same  in  1878;  and  is  now,  and  for  several  years  has 
been  one  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Poor  for  Lenawee  County. 

The  Masonic  life  of  Brother  Finch  has  been  an  active  one.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Meridian  Suu  Lodge,  No.  266,  at  Richfield, 
Summit  County,  Ohio,  September,  1855,  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Adrian 
Chapter,  No.  10,  Adrian,  Michigan,  1864;  Royal  and  Select  Master  in 
Jonesville  Council,  No.  3,  in  1865,  and  Knighted  in  Adrian  Command- 
ery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  in  1867. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Michigan  Sovereign 
Consistory,  February  23,  1867.  He  has  often  been  called  to  assume 
the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  local  Masonic  bodies,  having  been 
W.  M.  of  Adrian  Lodge,  No.  19,  ten  years;  H.  P.  of  Adrian  Chapter, 
No.  10,  two  years;  T.  I.  M.  of  Adrian  Council,  No.  18,  several  years, 
and  E.  C.  of  Adrian  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  nine  years. 

He  also  has  served  in  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  having  filled  the 
offices  of  T.  P.  G.  M.  Zion  Lodge  of  Perfection,  and  M.  W.  &  P.  M. 
Mt.  Calvary  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix. 

To  complete  his  official  career,  Brother  Finch,  by  virtue  of  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  his  brethren  and  companions,  and  after 
filling  various  subordinate  offices,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  in 
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1873,  and  Grand  Master  in  1878,  serving  acceptably  in  each  Grand 
body  one  year. 

*** 

Among  the  official  acts  of  Grand  Master  Finch,  was  the  granting 
of  dispensations  for  three  new  lodges  to  be  located  at  Perry,  Torch 
Lake,  and  Reed  City. 

In  August  he  issued  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  those  who  were  suf- 
fering from  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the  southern  states,  and  as  a 
result  of  that  appeal  the  lodges  in  Michigan  quickly  responded  with 
contributions  to  the  amount  of  $4,441.80.  In  addition  to  this  sum  a 
further  amount  of  $1,285.75  was  contributed  by  the  Chapters,  Councils 
and  Commanderies,  making  a  total  of  $5,727.55  contributed  by  Michi- 
gan Masons,  and  which  was  sent  to  the  respective  Grand  Secretaries 
for  use  in  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi  aud  Tennessee.  Com- 
menting upon  this  action,  Grand  Master  Finch  said: 

This  call  was  responded  to  by  nearly  every  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  with  that 
noble  charity,  which,  rising  above  the  sectional  differences  of  the  past,  regarded 
only  the  cry  of  woe  which  eloquently  appealed  to  the  merciful  heart  of  humanity. 

God  bless  those  Lodges,  whose  generosity,  forgetting  the  estrangements  of  the 
past,  pausing  not  to  enquire  who  once  wore  the  blue,  or  who  the  gray,  flowed  out 
in  deeds  of  substantial  benevolence  and  brotherly  sympathy. 

These  acts  of  kindness,  magnanimously  expressed,  and  gratefully  appreciated, 
have  more  than  a  common  significance;  and  we  may  hope  to  realize  therefrom  an 
abundant  fruition.  The  feelings  of  bitterness,  which  by  reason  of  the  unhappy 
events  of  the  recent  past,  had  rankled  unappeased  in  the  Southern  heart  toward  the 
North,  and  the  flames  of  discord  fanned  by  political  breezes,  met  their  extinguish- 
ment in  the  overwhelming  charity  and  sympathy  of  the  whole  country,  for  timely 
succor  extended  to  the  grief-stricken  people  of  the  South,  in  the  hour  of  their  ex- 
treme ordeal.  Thus,  4  *  what  is  man's  necessity  is  God's  opportunity"  for  uniting 
the  hearts  of  an  estranged  people. 

As  has  been  remarked  by  a  southern  statesman,  "instead  of  harboring  one 
feeling  of  malice  or  hatred  toward  a  people  so  generous,  I  feel  rather  like  standing 
before  them  with  bared  head  and  outstretched  arms  and  gather  them  to  my  heart." 

It  was  in  this  year  that  Calvin  C.  Burt,  who  has  come  to  be  known, 
not  only  in  this  state,  but  all  over  the  union,  first  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  craft  in  Michigan,  with  his,  so  called,  "Egyptian  rite  of  Memphis," 
and  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Finch  in  his  case  paved  the  way  for  the 
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oft  repeated  acts  and  declarations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  same  mat- 
ter during  the  next  twenty  years. 

Three  lodges  lost  their  halls  and  contents  by  fire  during  this  year. 
Climax  Lodge,  No.  59  was  burned  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January, 
and  on  December  23d,  the  hall  and  furniture  of  Oxford  Lodge,  No.  84, 
was  destroyed  in  like  manner.  Salt  River  Lodge,  No.  288  also  lost  its 
hall  in  this  year. 

Marshall  Lodge,  No.  294  also  passed  out  of  existence  in  this  year 
by  consolidating  with  St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  20,  of  the  same  place. 

This  year,  like  the  preceding  one,  showed  a  falling  off  in  member- 
ship in  the  state,  the  loss  in  1878  being  three  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
aggregate  membership  at  the  close  of  the  year  being  25,624. 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1878  was  held  in 
Detroit.  At  this  meeting  the  Chapter  at  Petersburg  was  granted 
permission  to  remove  to  Dundee,  where  it  has  since  continued  to 
diffuse  light  and  information  in  that  enterprising  village. 

An  edict  was  also  adopted  making  it  the  imperative  duty  of  a 
Chapter  to  inflict  the  penalty  of  expulsion  or  indefinite  suspension  upon 
any  companion  convicted  of  the  masonic  offense  of  non-payment  of 
dues,  and  instructing  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  arrest  the  charter  of 
any  Chapter  that  refused  to  execute  this  edict. 

The  financial  situation  was  gradually  improving  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  had  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  of  a 
little  more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  after  deducting  the  estimated 
expenses  for  the  year. 

The  officers  for  1878  were: 

Comp.  Chas.  J.  Krugkr,  M.  K.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  David  C.  Spaulding,  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  S.  H.  Norton,  R.  E.  Grand  King. 

Comp.  Chas.  H.  Axtell,  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Comp.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Comp.  Wm.  P.  Innes,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Comp.  Rev.  Wm.  Stowe,  R.  E.  Grand  Chaplain. 
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Comp.  David  Bovee, 
Cornp.  C.  W.  Strait, 
Comp.  R.  H.  Morrison, 
Comp.  A.  M.  Clark, 
Comp.  Theron  F.  Giddings, 
Comp.  J.  F.  Hicks, 
Comp.  W.  I.  Lattimer, 
Comp.  Wm.  V.  Griffith, 


R.  E.  Grand  Captain  of  Host. 
R.  E.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
R.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
R.  E.  Grand  Lecturer. 


E.  Grand  Master  Third  Vail. 
E.  Grand  Master  Second  Vail. 
E.  Grand  Master  First  Vail. 
E.  Grand  Sentinel. 


SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  J.  KRUGER. 


Charles  J.  Kruger  was  born  in  Rendsburg,  Holstein,  (then  a  prov- 
ince of  Denmark,)  on  the  25th  of  March,  1825,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  that  place.  In  1840  he  came  with  his  parents  to  New 
York,  arriving  there  on  September  16th.  He  there  learned  the  trade 
of  Saddle,  Harness  and  Trunk  Maker,  which  was  afterwards  his  prin- 
cipal vocation.  From  1845  to  x848  he  lived  at  Tompkins ville,  Staten 
Island.  In  May,  1848,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  working  at  his  trade,  when,  seeking  a  field  where  he  might  es- 
tablish himself  in  business,  he  went  to  Niles,  where  he  was  in  business 
for  a  couple  of  years.  In  1851  he  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  in  which 
place  he  resided  and  conducted  his  business  for  nearly  thirty  years. 
In  1880  he  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

His  Masonic  career  commenced  in  1855,  when,  at  thirty  years  of 
age,  he  was  made  a  Mason  in  Grand  River  Lodge,  No.  34,  Grand  Rap- 
ids. Finding  in  Masonry  that  peculiar  charm  which  every  masonic 
student  experiences,  he  made  rapid  progress  therein;  in  1857  ^e  re" 
ceived  the  Chapter  degrees;  in  1862  became  a  Knight  Templar,  and  in 
1868  was  invested  with  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees.  His  membership  in 
all  these  bodies  was  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  he  was  ranked  among  the 
most  active  and  valued  members.  His  ability  secured  recognition  and 
he  filled  nearly  all  the  offices  in  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  with- 
in the  next  few  years. 

He  was  elected  to  numerous  offices  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  Grand 
Chapter  and  Grand  Commandery,  and  in  1878  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  performed  his  duties  so  as  to  win  the 
favor  and  approbation  of  his  companions. 
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After  his  removal  to  St.  Paul,  he  affiliated  with  the  masonic  bodies 
in  that  city  and  still  retains  his  membership  there,  and  at  upwards  of 
seventy  years  of  age,  still  retains  his  ardent  love  for  Masonry. 

There  was  one  new  Chapter  started  this  year,  it  being  located  at 
Cadillac.  It  became  a  strong  and  healthy  constituent  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  Grand  High  Priest  Kruger  never  had  cause  to  regret  is- 
suing the  dispensation  that  gave  it  life. 

M.  E.  Companion  Kruger  appealed  to  the  Chapters  for  aid  for  the 
sufferers  by  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the  south,  and  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  were  speedily  donated  for  this  purpose. 

To  the  Royal  Craft  in  Michigan  the  year  was  a  prosperous  and  un- 
eventful one.  The  Chapters  worked  in  great  harmony  arid  added 
many  new  and  zealous  companions  to  their  ranks. 

* 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

On  May  9th,  1878,  just  one  week  before  the  gathering  of  Michi- 
gan Knights  in  annual  conclave,  Eminent  Sir  James  B.  Newton,  Grand 
Junior  Warden,  died  in  Monroe  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  So  sud- 
den was  his  death  that  few  knew  of  his  illness  until  the  end  had  come. 
He  was  buried  in  Pontiac,  the  services  being  performed  by  Pontiac 
Commandery. 

At  the  annual  conclave,  Sir  Vincent  L.  Hurlbut,  Grand  Master, 
and  Sir  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder,  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  paid  an  official  and  fraternal  visit  to  our 
Grand  Commandery.  They  were  received  with  the  honors  due  to  their 
exalted  stations.  In  the  course  of  remarks,  these  distinguished  Fraters 
referred  to  Michigan  in  a  way  to  gratify  every  hearer.  The  Grand 
Master  said: 

"The  fraters  of  this  jurisdiction  are  second  to  none  in  zeal  and  effi- 
ciency, and  the  honors  they  have  so  repeatedly  borne  so  proudly  away 
from  the  field  against  all  competitors,  is  the  renowned  proof  of  their 
persistent  and  untiring  energy." 

R.  E.  Sir  Parvin  said: 
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Personally,  I  am  no  stranger  to  the  history  of  Templarism  in  this  Jurisdiction 
to  which  you  have  alluded.  It  was  my  pleasure  as  a  member  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment at  that  early  day  to  lend  my  aid,  however  feeble,  to  put  in  motion  the 
car  which  has  rolled  on  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  much  of  the  journey  before  us. 
And  as  a  Sir  Knight  and  Officer  I  rejoice  at  the  success  which  has  attended  your 
efforts  and  crowned  your  labors.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  many  of  your  mem- 
bership and  those  of  your  celebrated  Commandery,  Detroit,  No.  i,  at  Baltimore  in 
1 87 1,  at  New  Orleans  in  1874  and  again  at  Cleveland  in  1877,  and  as  the  historian 
of  those  conclaves  I  would  gladly  give  a  page  to  emblazon  their  success — a  success 
which  needed  no  commendation  at  my  hands,  for  the  Templars  of  Detroit  and  of 
Michigan  are  known  and  their  works  are  read  of  all  Templars  wherever  dispersed. 

At  the  election  of  officers  the  following  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing 
year: 

Sir  Knight  Hollis  F.  Knapp,  Jackson,       R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Knight  Frank  Henderson,  Kalamazoo,  V*  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Knight  William  B.  Wilson,  Hillsdale,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Knight  Eugene  Robinson,  Detroit,        E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  Kt.  George  W.  Wilson,  E.  Sag.    E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Kt.  George  W.  Chandler,  Lansing,      E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Knight  Charles  E.  Grisson,  St.  Johns,  E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Knight  Martin  S.  Smith,  Detroit,        E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Kt.  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  E.  Grand  Recorder. 

SirKt.  Heman  N.  Moore,  Grand  Rapids,     Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Knight  Edward  W.  Kelly,  Hillsdale,   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Knight  Daniel  D.  Thurber,  Pontiac,    Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Kt.  Alexander  McGregor,  Detroit,    Grand  Sentinel. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  HOLLIS  F.  KNAPP. 

Hollis  F.  Knapp  was  born  September  11,  1835,  at  Darien,  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  and  while  a  boy,  came  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  which 
place,  except  for  a  brief  time,  remained  his  home  all  the  rest  of  his 
life.  Upon  leaving  school  he  was  for  a  time,  a  clerk  in  the  Jackson 
post  office,  which  position  he  resigned  to  take  a  place  in  the  United 
States  Custom  House  in  Detroit,  under  Col.  M.  Shoemaker. 

Returning  to  Jackson,  he  took  a  position  in  the  People's  National 
Bank.  About  the  year  1865  the  furniture  firm  of  Gilbert,  Ransom  & 
Knapp  was  formed  and  a  factory  was  started  at  the  prison  which  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Knapp  continued  in  the  furniture 
business  until  about  1883,  when  he  practically  retired  from  active 
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business.  He  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  proficient  accountants  in 
in  the  state,  and  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  was  largely  employed 
in  straightening  out  books  for  business  firms. 

He  served  as  alderman  and  supervisor,  and  was  for  twelve  years  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  His  last  public  position  was  that 
of  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Jackson  public  building.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  democrat  and  he  was  always  warmly  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party. 

Brother  Knapp  was  made  a  Mason  in  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  on 
January  21,  1857,  and  was  its  Worshipful  Master  in  1867  and  1868. 
He  became  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  the  next  year  after  he  first  made  a 
start  in  Masonry,  and  soon  afterwards  was  created  a  Knight  Templar, 
in  which  order  he  achieved  high  honors,  being  Eminent  Commander  of 
Jackson  Commandery  for  some  time,  and  in  1878  was  elected  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander  and  served  with  much  ability  for  one  year. 
He  was  also  a  thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  a  member 
of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  in  Detroit. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Jackson  on  the  Fourth  day  of  February, 
1897  and  his  burial  services  were  conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

* 

Robinson's  Tacticts  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery at  this  conclave,  and  made  the  only  authorized  system  of  drill 
for  the  use  of  Michigan  Commanderies.  This  was  a  fine  compliment 
to  Sir  Eugene  Robinson,  the  efficient  Captain  General  of  Detroit  Com- 
mandery, to  whom  that  body  is  indebted  for  its  wonderful  career  as  the 
best  drilled  Commandery  in  the  world. 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1879. 


The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  meeting  this  year  in  Jackson. 
In  presenting  a  review  of  his  work  for  the  past  year  Grand  Mas- 
ter Finch  called  attention  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  its 
atheistic  tendencies.    Upon  this  subject  he  said: 

Masonry  as  a  moral  institution  has  for  its  chief  coruer-stone,  a  belief  in  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being.  Its  teachings  and  traditions  from  its  earliest  incep- 
tion down  through  all  the  ages  has  been  lo  acknowledge  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  as  our 
Supreme  Governor  and  Master.  Its  traditious  are  fouuded  on  the  events  that  trans- 
pired during  the  construction  of  the  first  Temple  which  K.  S.  erected  and  dedicat- 
ed to  the  Most  High  God,  the  Grk.vt  I  AM  of  the  Jewish  nation.  In  all  civ- 
ilized nations  wherever  an  Altar  has  been  erected  to  Masonry,  on  it  has  been  placed 
a  copy  of  the  Book  of  the  Law,  as  one  of  its  first  Great  Lights.  A  candidate  for 
admission  into  the  mysteries  of  our  Order,  must  on  bended  knee  proclaim  his  belief 
in  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  behold  the  beauties  of  our 
inner  Temple. 

On  this  foundation  Masonry  has  withstood  the  tempests  of  persecution,  and 
war  desolation,  while  time,  to  which  all  things  sublunary  must  yield,  has  contribut- 
ed to  formulate  and  perfect  its  beauties. 

Its  principles,  like  truth,  are  everlasting. 

Yet  the  Great  Orient  of  France,  surrounded  by  atheism  and  infidelity,  has  by 
a  decided  majority  yielded  to  the  popular  clamor  and  stricken  from  its  constitution 
the  requirements  of  a  belief  in  Deity,  and  substituted  therefore  "absolute  liberty  of 
conscience  and  human  solidarity. ' '  It  excludes  no  man  on  account  of  his  belief. 
Although  fraternal  relations  have  been  severed  with  the  Great  Orient  of  France 
since  1870,  on  account  of  its  infringement  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Louisiana;  I 
think  this  innovation  upon  the  established  principles  of  our  Order  should  receive 
the  severest  condemnation  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  subsequently  adopted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,    That  this  Grand  Lodge  does  most  fully  and  heartily  endorse  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  affirming  that  " Masonry  as  a 
moral  institution  has  for  its  chief  corner-stone  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme 
Being,"  and  that  this  Grand  Lodge  does  hereby  intend  to  utter,  as  one  of  its  deep- 
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est  and  most  solemn  convictions,  the  belief  that  it  is  primarily  and  essentially  upon 
this  rock,  that  the  strength,  perpetuity  and  glory  of  the  institution  of  Free  Masonry 
most  materially  depend. 

The  officers  elected  at  this  meeting,  to  serve  for  the  year  1879, 
were: 

Daniel  Striker,  Hastings, 
Rufus  C.  Hatheway,  Ionia, 
Jno.  W.  McGrath,  Detroit, 
J-  B.  F.  Curtis,  M.  D.,  Flint, 
Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
Wm.  P.  Innks,  Grand  Rapids, 
Arthur  M.  Clark.  Lexington, 
Rev.  C.  I.  Dkyoe,  Mendon, 
Bkla  Cogshall,  Holly, 
J.  T.  Roberts,  Saranac, 
Lewis  Grant,  Monroe, 
Bradshaw  Hodgkinson,  Wayne, 

* 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  DANIEL  STRIKER. 

GRANDMASTER,  T879. 

Daniel  Striker,  of  Hastings,  Michigan,  was  born  April  9,  1835,  at 
Rose,  Wayne  County,  New  York.  In  August  1835,  ^e  parents 
emigrated  to  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan  and  settled  at  Concord, 
Jackson  County,  and  in  March,  185 1,  moved  to  Baltimore,  Barry 
County,  then  a  wilderness,  where  he  remained  until  October,  1855, 
when  he  went  to  Hastings  and  engaged  with  Barlow  &  Goodyear,  mer- 
chants, as  a  clerk  at  $13  per  month.  He  remained  with  them  three 
years,  when  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  in  1858,  serving  four  years. 
In  1866  he  was  again  elected  County  Clerk  and  served  four  years  more. 
In  the  mean  time  he  had  been  Deputy  for  two  years,  Supervisor,  Super- 
intendent of  Poor  and  Assessor  of  the  Village  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1870  was  elected  as  Secretary  of  State  which  position  he  filled  for 
four  years.  In  this  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Barry 
County,  Hon.  Louis  T.  Lovell,  Presiding  Judge,  but  he  never  engaged 
actively  in  the  practice  of  Law.  From  January,  1861,  to  November, 
1866  he  was  engaged  in  the  drug  and  book  trade  with  James  P.  Rob- 
erts under  the  firm  name  of  Roberts  and  Striker. 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  vSenior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
R.  W  Grand  Lecturer. 
Grand  Chaplain. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
Grand  Marshal. 
Grand  Tyler. 
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Like  most  boys  brought  up  on  a  farm,  his  education  was  limited 
to  the  common  district  school,  save  one  term  at  the  Michigan  Central 
College  at  Spring  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  one  term  at  Hastings  Union 
School.    He  taught  school  two  winters. 

In  1873  he  was  chosen  a  Director  of  the  Hastings  National  Bank, 
and  1877  its  Vice  President,  and  later  was  made  President,  which  po- 
sition he  still  holds.  In  1882  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Albion 
College  Endowment  Fund  Committee,  to  succeed  the  Hon.  John  Owen 
of  Detroit.  In  this  position  he  has  charge  of  the  assests  of  the  En- 
dowment Fund,  which  at  the  present  time  amounts  to  about  $200,000 
and  the  management  of  which,  together  with  that  of  the  bank,  occupies 
his  time  quite  fully.  Besides  these  duties  he  devotes  some  attention  to 
the  settlement  of  estates. 

October  1,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Fancher,  a  na- 
tive of  German  Flats,  Herkimer  County,  New  York,  although  a  resi- 
dent of  Hastings  since  1855. 

Brother  Striker  was  made  a  Mason  in  Hasting's  Lodge,  No.  52, 
November  17,  1857.  Was  Secretary  in  1859  and '60,  Senior  Deacon 
in  i852,  Senior  Warden  in  1863  and  Worshipful  Master,  1864,  '66, 
'69  and  '70.  Was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Battle  Creek  Chap- 
ter, No.  19,  May  7,  1863,  and  was  dimitted  in  April,  1869,  to  become  a 
charter  member  of  Hastings  Chapter,  No.  68,  and  served  as  the  High 
Priest  of  the  new  Chapter  U.  D,  also  for  the  years  1870  and  1871.  He 
received  the  Council  Degrees  in  Giblum  Council,  No.  49,  in  1876,  the 
Commandery  orders  in  DeMolai,  No.  5,  Grand  Rapids,  July  15,  1870; 
received  the  Consistory  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  DeWitt  Clinton 
Consistory  at  Grand  Rapids,  February  20,  1879  and  the  33d  and  last 
degree  at  Chicago,  September  14,  1886,  and  is  also  a  "Shriner,"  being 
a  charter  member  of  Saladin  Temple. 

Brother  Striker  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1878  and 
Grand  Master  in  1879,  serving  one  year.  In  Capitular  Masonry  he 
has  likewise  attained  marked  distinction.  He  was  elected  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner  in  1881,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  in  1882,  Grand 
Scribe  in  1883,  Grand  King  in  1884,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in 
1885  and  Grand  High  Priest  in  1886.  In  189 1  he  was  elected  General 
Grand  Treasurer  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
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at  the  triennial  convocation  in  Minneapolis,  and  was  re-elected  at  the 
last  convocation  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  in  1894.  He  is  also  treasurer  of 
all  the  subordinate  Masonic  bodies  at  Hastings. 

He  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  Grand  Lodge  and 
Grand  Chapter,  and  is  one  of  those  whose  counsel  is  much  sought  by 
his  brethren. 

During  his  residence  of  more  than  forty  years  in  Hastings,  he  has 
earned,  and  enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  ever  found  him  faithful  to  every  trust  re- 
posed in  him. 

*  * 

Two  brothers  who  had  been  prominent  in  Michigan  Masonry 
for  man}-  years,  died  during  this  year.  Both  had  served  the  craft  as 
Grand  Chaplain;  both  had  been  active  and  enthusiastic  in  Masonry  as 
well  as  earliest  christian  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Israel  Cogshall  was  born  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  September  22, 
1820,  and  came  to  Michigan  about  the  year  1843.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  clergyman  for  thirty-six  years  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  good-will  of  his  people  in  a  marked  degree.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  in  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge,  No.  4,  on  April  29,  1856,  and  always 
took  a  very  active  interest  in  Masonry.  He  was  Grand  Chaplain  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  i860.  He  died  in  Coldwater  on  the  seventh  day 
of  April,  1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 

B.  F.  Doughty  was  born  in  Sodus,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1824.  He 
removed  to  Michigan  when  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  this 
state  was  his  home  during  the  rest  of  his  earthly  life.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent Methodist  minister  and  was  widely  known  throughout  the  state. 
In  our  mystic  fraternity  he  found  much  to  admire  and  to  love  and  con- 
sequently he  became  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  Mason. 

The  date  of  his  initiation  into  Masonry  is  not  known  to  the  writer, 
but  he  became  a  member  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  24,  .by  affiliation, 
December  11,  1856,  and  from  this  time  on,  wherever  he  was  located  in 
the  ministry  he  was  also  active  in  masonic  work.  He  was  Grand 
Lecturer  for  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1875,  1876  and  1877,  and  Grand 
Chaplain  in  1879,  and  devoted  much  time  and  study  to  the  Royal  Arch 
work.    He  was  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  years 
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1858  and  1874.  He  died  at  Sturgis  on  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1879, 
aged  fifty-five  years. 


* 

*  * 


On  September  ninth  Grand  Master  Striker  held  a  special  communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  village  of  Stanton  and  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  Montcalm  County  Court  House.  It  was  an  occasion 
of  great  interest  to  the  members  of  the  fraternity  in  that  vicinity,  as 
well  as  to  the  public  generally. 

Two  new  lodges  commenced  work  this  year  under  dispensations 
granted  by  M.  W.  Brother  Striker.  They  were  at  Peck  and  Belding. 
Both  have  continued  healthy  and  vigorous  to  this  day. 


* 

*  * 


ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  in  1879  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  its  birth- 
place thirty-one  years  before.  In  these  years  the  Grand  Chapter  had 
grown  from  a  Body  with  three  subordinates  and  about  fifty  members, 
to  more  than  a  hundred  Chapters  and  more  than  six  thousand  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  Surely  the  good  seed  planted  thirty  years  before  had 
fallen  into  good  ground  and  brought  an  abundant  harvest. 

The  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  which  have  prevailed  in  this 
jurisdiction  for  nearly  a  score  of  years  were  approved  at  this  meeting, 
and  laid  over  for  one  year  when  they  were  finally  adopted.  They  were 
largely  the  work  of  M.  E.  Companion  A.  I.  Sawyer,  who  devoted  much 
time  to  the  preparation  of  what  now  constitutes  our  fundamental  law. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers,  Rufus  W.  Landon,  who  had  been 
Grand  Treasurer  for  seventeen  years,  was  retired,  being  succeeded  by 
H.  Shaw  Noble,  of  Monroe. 

The  full  list  of  officers  elected  at  this  time,  is  as  follows: 

M.  E.  Comp.  David  C.  Spaulding,  Grand  High  Priest. 

V.  E.  CompvSAMURL  H.  Norton,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  H.  Axtell,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  S.  Turck,  Grand  Scribe. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Shaw  Noble,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  B.  F.  Doughty,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  Hill,  Grand  Captain  of  Host. 


DAVID  C  SPAULDING. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


i34 


R.  E.  Comp.  Theron  F.  Giddings, 
R.  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Foster, 
R.  E.  Comp.  A.  M.  Clark, 

E.  Comp.  W.  Irving  Latimer, 
E.  Comp.  H.  M.  Zekind, 
E.  Comp.  B.  F.  Watts, 


Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  Lecturer. 
Grand  Master  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  First  Vail. 


*  * 

SKETCH  OF  DAVID  C.  SPAULDING. 

David  C.  Spaulding  was  born  in  South  Butler,  Wayne  Co.  N.  Y., 
Sept.  31st,  1834,  being  one  of  four  children.  At  an  early  age  he  lost 
his  father,  who  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team,  and  he  was  then  left  to 
the  care  of  the  older  children  and  to  largely  shift  for  himself.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  came  to  Michigan  and  was  taken  into  the  home  of  Dr. 
Edward  Cox  of  Battle  Creek,  with  whom  he  studied  medicine  and  at 
the  same  time  attended  the  Battle  Creek  high  school  till  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Michigan 
University,  graduating  from  the  institution  in  1858:  After  graduating 
he  located  at  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  Michigan,  where  he  still  resides.  In 
1859  he  was  married  to  Martha  A.  Ingersoll  of  Marshall,  Michigan, 
who  still  survives.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Edward  C.  a 
practicing  attorney  at  law,  and  Eliza  B.  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  July,  1862,  Dr.  Spaulding  entered  the  United  States  service  as 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  sixth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  promoted  to 
Surgeon  of  the  tenth  Michigan  Cavalry  in  July  1863,  which  rank  he 
held  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Battle  Creek 
Lodge,  No.  12,  in  1856,  and  took  the  Chapter  degrees  at  Battle  Creek 
in  1857.  Joined  Lyons  Lodge,  No.  37,  in  1859,  and  after  returning 
from  the  war  in  1866,  he  assisted  in  organizing  Lyons  Chapter,  No.  60, 
and  was  made  its  first  High  Priest.  He  has  held  this  station  in  the 
Chapter  and  also  that  of  Master  in  the  Lodge,  for  many  terms,  and  in 
1879  held  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
this  state. 

In  1891  and  1892  he  was  Surgeon  of  the  Michigan  Soldiers  Home, 
under  Governor  Winans. 

The  death  of  Companion  B.  F.  Doughty,  in  this  year,  was  sorely 
felt  in  the  circles  of  Capitular  Masonry,  where  he  had  so  assiduously 
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labored  for  many  years,  and  he  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  many 
companions  who  received  instruction  from  him. 

Rev.  George  D.  Mortimer,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  appointed  Grand 
Chaplain  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Companion  Doughty. 

Three  Chapters  surrendered  their  charters  and  ceased  to  work  in 
this  year.  They  were  Richmond,  No.  64,  Morenci,  No.  76,  and 
Pinckney,  No.  86.  This  most  forcibly  verified  the  statements  of 
several  Grand  High  Priests  during  former  years,  that  too  many  Chap- 
ters were  being  started  in  small  places  where  they  were  not  likely  to 
be  sustained  for  any  great  length  of  time. 

That  the  live  Chapters  were  doing  good  work  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  six  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-three  affiliated  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  state. 

*  * 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

The  year  1879  proved  a  peaceful  and  quiet  one  for  Templar  Ma- 
sonry. No  new  Commanderies  had  been  organized  for  several  years, 
and  the  prevailing  sentiment  seemed  to  be  that  there  were  enough  now 
working  to  fill  the  real  demand  for  several  years  to  come.  So  strong 
was  this  sentiment  that  nearly  every  Grand  Commander  now  reiterated 
that  statement  in  his  annual  address.  Those  already  working  were 
proving  by  their  works  that  they  were  worthy  of  the  places  they  held 
on  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  a  good  degree  of  prosperity 
was  attending  them. 

At  the  annual  conclave  in  that  year,  the  following  Sir  Knights 
drew  prizes  in  the  election  contest: 

Sir  Kt.  Frank  Henderson,  Kalamazoo,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Kt.  Wm.  B.  Wilson,  Muskegon,  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Kt.  Gforge  W.  Chandler,  Lansing,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Knight  Eugene  Robinson,  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  SirKt.  G.  D.  E.  Mortimer,  Gd.  Rapids,  E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Knight  Chas.  E.  Grisson,  St.  Johns,  E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Knight  Edward  W.  Kelly,  Hillsdale,  E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Knight  Martin  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Kt.  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Kt.  Heman  N.  Moore,  Grand  Rapids,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
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Sir  Knight  Daniel  D.  Thurber,  Pontiac,    Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
Sir  Knight  R.  Allen  Hall,  Coldwater,       Grand  Warder. 
Sir  Knight  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit,       Grand  Sentinel. 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wilson,  who  had  been  Grand  Prelate  for  three  years, 
declined  another  election  and  Rev.  G.  D.  Mortimer  was  chosen  in  his 
place. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  Michigan  delegation  to  the 
next  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

At  this  time  it  was  the  custom  for  each  Grand  Commander  to 
divide  the  state  into  districts  assigning  one  district  to  each  Grand  Officer, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  all  the  Commanderies  therein.  This  system 
not  proving  satisfactory,  the  Grand  Commandery  now  abolished  it 
and  since  that  time  each  Grand  Commander  has  used  his  individual 
judgment  as  to  the  manner  and  frequency  of  these  inspections. 

SKETCH  OF  FRANK  HENDERSON. 

Frank  Henderson  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  on 
the  eighth  day  of  October,  1841.  He  came  to  Michigan  when  but 
thirteen  years  of  age.  His  education  was  secured  in  the  public  schools 
and  was  finished  in  the  High  School  in  Dowagiac. 

In  i860  he  came  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

He  was  engaged  for  a  time  in  the  dry  goods  trade,  and  also  in 
hardware  business.  Later  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  regalia 
for  masonic  and  other  societies,  and  the  business  then  established  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  ones  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  Henderson  uniforms  are  everywhere  recognized  as  among  the 
best  made  in  the  country.  The  constant  and  remarkable  growth  of  his 
business  has  demanded  all  his  time,  and  consequently  he  has  had  little 
leisure  to  devote  to  politics  or  public  matters,  and  although  frequently 
urged  to  accept  nomination  has  steadfastly  declined  to  do  so. 

As  might  be  expected  from  his  line  of  business,  he  has  always  had 
a  deep  interest  in  Masonry  and  has  been  a  prominent  and  active  mem- 
ber of  all  the  local  bodies  in  his  city,  and  when,  as  Eminent  Comman- 
der of  Peninsular  Commandery,  he  commenced  to  attend  the  Grand 
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Commandery,  he  was  soon  placed  "in  the  line,"  and  rose  step  by  step 
to  the  proud  position  of  Grand  Commander,  to  which  place  he  was 
elected  in  1879.  He  performed  all  the  duties  of  his  office  with  credit 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents,  and  since  retiring  from  that 
position,  has  remained  an  active  member  of  that  body. 

On  November  1st,  Sir  Zachariah  Chandler,  long  a  member  of  De- 
troit Commandery,  and  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  in  America,  died 
in  Chicago.  His  name  stands  out  boldly  on  the  pages  of  the  world's 
history,  as  an  out-spoken  and  fearless  advocate  of  the  equal  rights  of 
all  men  before  the  law.  In  his  life  and  character  he  exemplified  the 
grand  characteristics  of  the  true  Knight — a  manly  and  lofty  courage 
which  assailed  the  wrong,  however  panoplied  in  power,  and  defended 
the  oppressed,  weak  and  friendless. 
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MASONRY  IN  THE  YEAR  1880. 


The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  continued  to  be  a 
source  of  anxiety  to  the  principal  officers  of  that  Body.  During  Grand 
Master  Striker's  official  year  the  treasury  was  entirely  exhausted  and 
he  advanced  to  the  Grand  Lodge  about  eighteen  hundred  dollars  to 
pay  the  current  expenses.  Commenting  upon  this  matter,  Grand  Mas- 
ter Striker  said  in  his  annual  address: 

I  have  to  recommend  for  your  consideration  that  Section  26  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
By-Laws  be  amended  by  striking  out  "Thirty- five"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
4 'Fifty."  This  will  increase  our  annual  revenue  about  three  thousand  dollars,  and 
will  require  two  years  for  the  accumulation  of  a  surplus,  as  no  advantage  can  be 
realized  from  the  increase  until  January  188 1. 

From  the  facts  and  estimates  I  have  given  you,  in  the  aggregate,  you  cannot 
but  see  that  imperative  action  in  some  direction  is  necessary;  an  Association,  like  an 
individual,  must  look  well  to  its  credit,  and  next  to  the  moral  standing  and  char- 
acter of  its  members,  comes  its  financial  management.  If  no  thought  or  care  is 
given  to  it,  or  if  its  expenditures  are  allowed  to  exceed  its  income,  it  cannot  remain 
long  and  maintain  anything  like  a  creditable  standing,  and  its  power  for  usefulness 
must  be  correspondingly  impaired. 

The  Masons  of  Michigan  cannot  afford  to  have  this  Grand  Lodge  labor  from 
year  to  year  under  the  burden  and  embarrassment  of  a  debt  with  a  prospect  of  an 
increase,  for  we  cannot  hope  to  expect  as  large  a  revenue  from  charters  of  new 
Lodges  as  we  enjoyed  formerly,  but  may  hope  for  a  moderate  increase  over  the 
past  year  or  two,  and  with  that  also  comes  an  increased  expense,  while  the  Lodges 
are  young  in  excess  of  the  charter  fee,  as  the  majority  of  such,  must  come  from 
the  more  remote  portions  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

We  must  therefore  depend  mainly  for  our  revenue  upon  the  dues  of  members 
of  the  Subordinate  Lodges. 

This  question  should  be  met  fairly  and  squarely,  and  decided  on  strict  business 
principles.  It  challenges  our  immediate  attention;  as  well  as  intelligent  action. 
Something  should  be  done,  at  this  session,  looking  towards  a  permanent  improve- 
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ment  in  our  finances  and  a  gradual  reduction  of  our  indebtedness;  and  I  hope  action 
may  be  commenced  earl)'  in  the  session,  so  that  whatever  is  proposed  may  be 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  well  done. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  still  further  increase  the 
per  capita  dues  to  fifty  cents  per  year,  and  also  to  restrict  the  mileage 
and  per  diem  paid  each  representative  to  not  more  than  his  lodge  had 
paid  in  during  the  year.  It  seems  strange  that  this  plain,  business- 
like proposition,  the  only  system  upon  which  a  business  man  could 
successfully  conduct  his  business,  should  be  continually  rejected  by 
the  Grand  Lc^ge.  Brother  John  W.  McGrath,  in  recommending  this 
plan  at  this  time,  said: 

It  is  a  measure  which  is  designed  to  relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  financial 
embarrassment;  and  your  committee  are  in  favor  of  any  scheme  which  will  produce 
that  result  and  restore  it  to  prosperity. 

The  rule,  sought  to  be  established  by  this  amendment,  was  the  law  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  from  its  organization  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution 
and  Regulations  in  1873. 

Under  that  law,  the  Grand  Lodge  grew  from  four  Lodges  to  three  hundred  and 
seven.  Its  financial  condition  was  sound.  Instead  of  being  a  borrower,  it  had  a 
balance  of  over  ten  thousand  dollars  in  its  treasury.  Since  that  time,  forty  new 
Lodges  have  been  chartered;  and  now  the  treasury  is  bankrupt.  The  reason  is 
found  in  the  change  of  the  law  which  permits  representatives  to  draw  full  pay  and 
per  diem  far  in  excess  of  the  amount  paid  by  their  respective  Lodges.  The  only 
argument  favoring  such  policy  as  exists  at  present,  is  that  it  enables  the  poorer  and 
weaker  Lodges  to  attend  Grand  Lodge  without  sacrifice  to  themselves. 

No  doubt,  there  is  much  to  commend  this  policy  in  this  respect;  but  is  it  wise 
to  continue  a  policy  which  inevitably  leads  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  simply  because 
in  some  aspects  it  is  beneficial  to  particular  Lodges?  In  our  own  private  affairs,  as 
business  men,  we  would  not  pursue  a  policy  which  would  certainly  end  in  disaster. 
Unless  some  change  is  made,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  will  be  numbered  with 
the  things  that  7vere,  but  are  not. 

This  appeal  however,  like  all  former  and  subsequent  attempts  of 
the  same  kind,  failed  to  secure  the  adoption  of  this  wise  measure. 

The  mileage  paid  to  representatives  was  reduced  to  three  cents  per 
mile  and  there  was  soon  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  financial  situa- 
tion, the  thirty-five  cents  per  capita  dues  proving  ample  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  and  after  a  few  years  it  provided  a  handsome  surplus 
and  the  dues  were  then  reduced  to  thirty  cents  per  year. 

*** 
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It  was  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  Calvin  C.  Burt  was 
summarily  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry.  His 
case  had  come  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  an  appeal,  and  the  committee 
reported  in  his  favor,  but  it  being  represented  that  he  had  renounced 
allegiance  to  the  York  Rite,  the  Grand  Lodge  passed  the  sentence  of 
of  expulsion  upon  him. 

* 

The  officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  1880 
were: 

Bro.  John  W.  McGrath,  Detroit, 
Bro.  Oliver  L.  Spaulding,  St.  Johns, 
Bro.  J.  B.  F.  Curtis,  M.  D.,  Flint, 
Bro.  C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  Ypsilanti, 
Bro.  Rufus  W.  Landon,  Niles, 
Bro.  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids, 
Bro.  Arthur  M.  Clark,  Lexington. 
Bro.  Rev.  J.  B.  Gillman,  Manchester, 
Bro.  James  H.  Farnum,  Cassopolis, 
Bro.  A.  D.  Eldred,  Tekonsha, 
Bro.  John  A.  Gibson,  Saginaw, 
Bro.  Alex.  McGregor,  Detroit, 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  \V.  McGRATH. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1880. 

In  the  year  1840,  there  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  settled 
in  Philadelphia,  a  young  man  who  took  for  a  wife,  a  young  woman  who 
was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  On  January  12,  1842,  a  son  was 
born  to  them  who  was  christened,  John  W.  McGrath.  This  youngster 
survived  the  little  ills  of  babyhood;  and  grew  in  favor  with  his  parents, 
and  with  the  boys  who  became  his  playmates.  His  parents  came  to 
Detroit  in  1843,  where  Johnny  spent  his  early  years,  much  as  other 
boys  of  that  day  did,  attending  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  when  old 
enough  to  do  so,  and  laying  the  foundation  upon  which  he  built  in 
after  years.  When  he  was  about  ten  years  old,  his  father  bought  a 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Warren,  Macomb 
county,  and  here  young  John  could  be  found  for  the  next  few  years, 


M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 
R.  W.  Grand  Lecturer. 
W.  Grand  Chaplain. 
W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
W.  Grand  Marshal. 
W.  Grand  Tyler. 
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working  with  his  father  to  make  a  comfortable  home  in  what  was  then 
a  dense  forest.  One  winter  in  the  district  school,  while  there,  was  so 
well  improved  that  we  find  him  in  the  winters  of  1861  and  1862,  teach- 
ing the  school  in  the  district  where  he  lived,  at  a  salary  of  eighteen 
dollars  per  month,  out  of  which  he  paid  his  own  board.  In  the  spring 
of  1862,  he  entered  Albion  College,  and  the  next  two  years  found  him 
working  on  farms  in  the  summer,  teaching  school  in  the  winter,  and 
getting  a  term  in  college  in  the  spring. 

Under  such  difficulties  as  these,  which  many  a  young  man  would 
not  have  overcome,  but  which  his  invincible  determination,  born  of  his 
sturdy  Scotch-Irish  blood,  enabled  him  to  surmount,  he  secured  the 
education  he  so  ardently  desired. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  he  entered  the  Law  school  at  Ann  Arbor.  The 
next  spring  found  him  employed  in  the  Provost  Marshal's  office  in  De- 
troit, with  his  evenings  spent  in  a  business  college,  studying  book-keep- 
ing. In  July,  1865,  he  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  en- 
gaged in  commercial  business  which  he  followed  a  little  over  a  year, 
when  he  returned  to  Ann  Arbor  and  finished  the  law  course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  and  in  December,  1868,  hung  out  his  shingle  in 
Detroit  as  a  full  fledged  lawyer.  Since  that  time  his  success  has  been 
commensurate  with  the  energy  and  determination  of  his  earlier  years. 

In  June,  1883,  after  the  passage  of  the  law  creating  a  Labor  Bureau, 
he  was  appointed  State  Labor  Commissioner,  by  Gov.  Begole.  He 
organized  this  Bureau  and  made  two  reports,  serving  as  Commissioner 
until  the  middle  of  February,  1885.  He  was  appointed  City  Counselor 
of  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  July  1,  1887,  and  served  as  such  until  Decem- 
ber 31,  1890.  At  the  state  election  in  1890  he  was  elected  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Justice  Campbell,  and  a  few  years  later  he  held  the 
highly  honorable  position  of  Chief  Justice.  His  career  points  a  striking 
lesson  for  the  youth  of  our  land,  as  an  instance  of  what  may  be  achieved 
by  an  earnest  purpose  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  From  a  poor 
boy,  working  with  his  own  hands  for  the  means  of  subsistence  and  to 
secure  an  education,  we  see  him  rising  step  by  step  until  he  occupies 
the  exalted  position  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan. 

The  successes  which  have  followed  John  W.  McGrath  in  civil 
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life,  would  afford  a  safe  index  as  to  what  would  be  his  status  in  Ma- 
sonry. Made  a  Master  Mason  in  Union  Lodge  of  S.  O.,  No.  3,  at 
Detroit,  August  2,  1869,  he  was  elected  Senior  Warden  of  that  Lodge  in 
1874,  serving  two  years.  In  1876  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  and 
likewise  occupied  this  position  for  two  years.  Becoming  a  member  of 
Grand  Lodge  when  he  was  made  Master,  his  bright  mind,  his  intuitive 
grasp  of  masonic  jurisprudence,  and  his  intense  love  of  Masonry,  soon 
secured  for  him  a  prominent  standing  in  that  body,  and  in  1878  he  was 
elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  in  1879  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  in 
1880  was  made  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Michigan.  He  has  made 
an  enviable  record  as  Grand  Master  and  since  retiring  from  that  high 
office,  his  influence  in  Grand  Lodge  has  been  almost  boundless.  He 
has  served  for  many  years  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  masonic 
jurisprudence,  and  there  is  no  member  of  Grand  Lodge  whose  opinion 
on  intricate  points  of  masonic  law  is  more  highly  esteemed  than  his. 
In  1889  he  prepared  a  digest  of  masonic  law  which  was  published  by 
Grand  Lodge  in  1890. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Peninsular  Chapter,  No.  16, 
Detroit,  on  February  23,  1870,  and  was  elected  Scribe  of  that  Chapter 
in  1877,  King  in  1878  and  High  Priest  in  1880. 

He  was  dubbed  and  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Detroit  Com- 
mandery,  No.  1,  May  20,  1870,  and  upon  the  organization  of  Damascus 
Commandery,  No.  42,  in  that  city  in  1890,  he  became  a  member  thereof 
and  still  retains  membership  there. 

He  is  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  of  the  32  degree,  and  a  member  of 
Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  at  Detroit. 

He  is  also  entitled  to  wear  the  fez  of  a  "Mystic  Shriner,"  having 
crossed  the  burning  sands  and  rode  upon  the  camel's  hump  in  Moslem 
Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  at  Detroit. 

But  while  in  all  these  so  called  "higher  degrees"  he  finds  much  to  ad- 
mire and  many  valuable  lessons  to  learn,  it  is  in  the  symbolic  degrees 
of  the  "Blue  Lodge"  that  his  heart  beats  in  most  svmpathetic  unison, 
and  here  he  finds  his  chief  delight.  To  him,  the  lesson  taught  in  the 
first  three  degrees  of  Masonry  mean  all  that  goes  to  make  up  true  and 
noble  manhood.  From  them  he  draws  inspirations  which  are  as  a 
guiding  star  to  his  life,  and  to  impart  the  teachings  and  disseminate 
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the  lessons  there  inculcated,  is  to  him  a  labor  worth  as  much  to  human- 
ity, as  the  work  of  the  jurist  or  citizen. 

Brother  McGrath  organized  the  Masonic  Relief  Board  of  Detroit, 
and  was  its  chairman,  as  well  as  trustee  of  his  Lodge,  member  of  the 
Library  Board,  and  member  of  the  Masonic  Burial  Lot  Committee  for 
ten  years  after  he  ceased  to  be  Master  of  Union  Lodge. 

He  was  married  in  1871  and  has  four  children.  He  is  yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  with  a  rugged  constitution,  and  promises  yet  many  years 
of  usefullness.    So  mote  it  be. 

*  * 

On  the  21st  day  of  October  the  Grand  Lodge  was  convened  in 
special  session  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Court 
House  was  laid  with  masonic  ceremonies.  It  was  made  an  occasion  of 
much  interest  to  the  fraternity  in  that  place  where  the  revival  of  ma- 
sonic work  first  commenced  in  1840,  after  eleven  years  of  silence. 
Grand  Master  McGrath  delivered  a  most  eloquent  address  upon  this 
occasion. 

There  were  several  applications  made  to  Grand  Master  McGrath 
for  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  but  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
none  were  granted  during  that  year,  and  as  a  consequense  the  number 
of  lodges  was  reduced  instead  of  increased,  as  he  arrested  the  charters 
of  Croton  Lodge,  No.  107,  and  Algonac,  No.  201.  These  lodges  had 
really  been  dead  for  several  years,  and  needed  only  the  decent  burial 
which  was  then  given  them.  In  neither  case  has  there  ever  been  a 
resurrection. 

The  aggregate  membership  in  the  state  was  increased  more  than 
a  thousand  during  the  year  1880. 

-* 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 

The  Grand  Chapter  again  met  in  Jackson  in  1880,  the  session  be- 
ing a  largely  attended  one.  in  the  course  of  his  annual  address,  Grand 
High  Priest  D.  C.  Spaulding  made  use  of  these  words  in  speaking  of 
the  change  in  Grand  Treasurers: 
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It  is  known  to  the  Companions  that  at  our  last  Grand  Convocation  our  faithful 
and  well-beloved  Companion  Rufus  W.  Landon,  who  had  been  our  Grand  Treas- 
urer for  years,  retired  from  his  office,  and  the  position  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Shaw  Noble. 

It  is  due  to  this  faithful  and  efficient  retiring  officer  that  I  should  report  to  this 
Grand  Body  that  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Grand  Chapter,  the  Finance 
Committee  met  the  retiring  and  incoming  Grand  Treasurers,  and  made  a  most  expe- 
ditious and  satisfactory  settlement,  receiving  from  Comp.  Landon  all  monies  due 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  paying  the  same  over  to  the  Comp.  Noble. 

The  action  of  Grand  Treasurer  Landon  was  no  more  than  we  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  one  whose  fame  for  honesty  and  integrity  is  known  both  far  and  near,  but 
in  these  days  of  masonic  defalcations,  which  I  regret  to  say  are  entirely  too  numer- 
ous, I  feel  proud  to  record  the  prompt  action  of  our  much  beloved  Companion,  and 
to  say  of  him  as  was  said  of  old:    "A  good  name  is  better  than  great  riches. " 

The  year  before,  M.  E.  Companion  Brown,  then  Grand  High  Priest, 
had  said: 

So  long  as  the  office  of  Grand  Treasurer  shall  be  filled  by  our  beloved  and 
respected  Companion  Landon,  who  has  for  over  twenty  years  faithfully  guarded 
our  interest,  we  have  no  reason  to  fear  "shortcomings,"  "defalcations"  or  "pecula- 
tions;" but  we  are  admonished  that  ere  long  Companion  Landon  may  be  called  from 
among  us,  to  give  an  account  of  his  stewardship  to  the  "Great  I  Am;"  therefore, 
it  becomes  necessary  that  we  adopt  some  rule  for  our  government  in  the  future. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Finance  Committee  report  to  this  Grand 
Body  a  plan  that  will  secure  the  execution  of  the  proper  bond,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
after  the  election  of  Grand  Treasurer,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  make  settle- 
ment with  that  officer  only  upon  their  personal  knowledge  that  the  balances,  as  re- 
ported, do  in  fact  exist,  and  are  to  the  credit  of  the  Grand  Body. 

We  are  reminded  daily  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  our  financial 
matters. 

Masons  are  but  human.  Therefore,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  throw  around  all 
those  liable  to  temptation  every  safeguard  possible. 

These  remarks,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  experience  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  dealings  with  its  Grand  Treasurers  a  few  years 
later,  make  interesting  reading.  A  subsequent  chapter  in  this  work 
will  prove  a  fitting  sequel  to  this  one. 

*  * 

A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  act  for  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  the  proper  entertainment  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  which  was 
to  hold  its  twenty-fourth  triennial  convocation  in  Detroit  this  year, 
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and  one  thousand  dollars  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee, 
to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  officers  elected  for  this  year  were: 

M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  H.  Norton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

V.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  H.  Axteix,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  S.  Turck,  Grand  King. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  Hill, 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Shaw  Noble, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  P.  Innes, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  Geo.  D.  E.  Mortimer, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Theron  F.  Giddings, 


R.  E.  Comp. 
R.  E.  Comp. 
R.  E.  Comp. 

E.  Comp. 

E.  Comp. 

E.  Comp. 


David  Bovke. 
W.  Irving  Latimer, 
Arthur  M.  Clark, 
H.  M.  Zekind. 
B.  F.  Watts, 
Wm.  Wente,  Jr., 


E.  Comp.  Wm.  V.  Griffith, 


Grand  Scribe. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Grand  Secretary. 
Grand  Chaplain. 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
Grand  Visitor  &  Lecturer. 
Grand  Master  3d  Veil. 
Grand  Master  2nd  Veil. 
Grand  Master  1st  Veil. 
Grand  Sentinel. 


*  * 


SKETCH  OF  SAMUEL  H.  NORTON. 


Samuel  H.  Norton  was  born  at  Canandaigua,  New  York,  January 
26,  1825,  and  removed  to  Pontiac  in  1848,  where  he  continued  to  live 
until  his  decease. 

Our  Companion  was  buried  April  30,  1885,  by  Grand  Lodge, 
Grand  Master  James  H.  Farnum  conducting  the  services,  assisted  by 
Pontiac  Lodge  and  Commandery;  and  the  funeral  was  attended  by  a 
large  concourse  of  prominent  Masons  from  different  parts  of  the  state, 
and  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  left  a  widow  and  child  to  mourn  his 
loss,  but  let  their  sorrow  he  consecrated  by  the  hallowed  recollection 
that,  by  this  separation  their  earthly  ties  are  only  loosed  for  a  time, 
to  be  more  strongly  cemented  in  heaven. 

February  5,  1864,  Companion  Norton  was  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  in  Pontiac  Lodge,  No.  11,  and  subsequently 
was  its  Master  for  four  successive  years. 

May  10,  1864,  he  was  exalted  to  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch,  in  Oakland  Chapter,  No.  5,  and  was  its  High  Priest  for  five 


s  .  l  .i/ ( '/•/.  //.  \ 


•  .:..ij;n.i.  X*      V-    1  .    '  nM..rv 
u  \  \k  re  h-  v.  -  .   *•»  live 

v      i-s^;.,   I»v   (Ir.ii'!  Lod^e, 
.i;n^"  the  sevvie*^;,  a^>Nted  l>v 
•  ;   t lie  funeral   \\-,i>  attended   by  a 
.••       from  diiYerent  ]»•»:'.>  of  the  state, 
!'.-:t  a  wiring  and  child  to  n:--iirn  hi^ 
i-r -  .'tin!  1'V   tlie  hallow  *d  ree'dleetion 
1  :!i!y  ties   ai\  only   100.^'d  for  a  time, 

!•  '  1:.  1  i^aven. 

Companion   Norton  was  raised  lo  t lie*  sublime 
•  "  '-.on.  in  ]'•*•;*  "le  Lnd^*,  Xo.  II,  and  sukseouently 

iui:r  sncr,   ^;\e  years. 

.i  •     is  evalted  to  the  decree  of  the  Holy  Royal 

A-  :      '   »  h.ipter,  Xo.  5,  and  was  its  IIie;h   Piiest  for  five 


SAMUEL  H.  NORTON. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


years;  and  January  21,  1880,  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  this 
grand  body,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  marked  ability 
and  signal  success. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  this  State,  he 
was  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  years  1878  and  1879,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

January  5,  1865,  he  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ter, in  Pontiac  Council,  No.  3,  and  served  it  as  its  presiding  officer 
from  December  27,  1875,  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

January  20,  1880,  he  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  order  of 
High  Priesthood,  and  held  this  office  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 

August  26,  1866,  he  received  the  orders  of  the  Temple  in  Pontiac 
Commandery,  No.  2,  and  April  1,  1879,  he  was  elected  its  Eminent 
Commander. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Pontiac  Lodge, 
No.  21,  (corporate  body,)  since  July  22,  1878,  and  a  member  of  the 
Boards  of  Trustees  of  both  the  Michigan  Mutual  Masonic  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  the  Peninsular  Masonic  Aid  Association. 

Companion  Norton  was  also  twice  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Pontiac,  and  twice  he  filled  the  office  of  councilman. 

One  would  think,  from  what  we  have  already  said,  that  Companion 
Norton's  life  was  a  busy  and  an  active  one.  This  is  true.  But  the 
crowning  glory  of  his  life  was  that,  with  all  these  varied  duties  press- 
ing upon  him,  he  served  his  Master  with  all  his  heart,  and  for  thirty- 
five  years  he  was  an  active  and  earnest  worker  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Pontiac.  The  interest  and  welfare  of  the  church 
were  to  him  the  first  great  work  to  be  accomplished.  For  twenty  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  official  board;  for  eighteen  years  he  was 
treasurer  of  the  church  and  school  funds,  and  as  this  was  his  first  love, 
he  gave  to  it  his  last  work.  Sunday,  April  26,  1885,  our  beloved  com- 
panion went  to  church  as  usual,  and  attended  the  Sabbath  School  after- 
ward, and  then  returned  home,  and  that  afternoon  he  received  the 
summons  to  enter  into  the  perfect  life. 

All  who  knew  Samuel  H.  Norton,  know  that  this  active  life  was 
his — this  the  signification  of  his  death.    His  life  was  a  useful  life.  It 
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seemed  ever  to  be  his  ambition  to  make  the  most  and  the  best  of  life. 
That  such  men  are  successful  must  not  be  regarded  as  mere  luck  or 
chance.  They  are  successful  because  their  lives  embody  elements 
that  control  circumstances  and  compel  success.  Nor  is  it  strange  that 
our  companion  should  have  held  every  position  of  trust  in  the  gift  of 
his  brethren  and  fellow-citizens.  He  was  worthy.  Masonry,  church, 
and  state  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  of  which  all  positions  of  honor 
and  trust,  and  everything  in  the  nature  of  honor  or  eulogy,  is  but  an 
acknowledgment.  We  are  justly  proud  of  his  record  as  a  Mason,  and 
our  order  is  dearer  than  ever  to  us  to-day  because  he  contributed  to  it 
so  much  of  his  time,  his  talent,  and  his  best  thought.  Death  has  taken 
him  from  us,  uthe  silver  cord  is  loosed,  the  golden  bowl  is  broken. " 
Here  is  the  limit  of  death's  cruel  power.  It  cannot  cross  the  threshold 
of  the  life  he  lived  with  us;  its  silver  cord  can  never  be  loosened,  its 
golden  bowl  is  never  broken. 

The  event  of  great  importance  of  this  year  was  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  in  Detroit  in  August.  The  representative 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  America  were  present,  and  the  deliberations  of 
that  Grand  Body  were  of  great  interest  to  the  officers  and  members  of 
our  own  Grand  Chapter  who  attended.  The  committee  on  entertain- 
ment performed  their  work  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  and  showed 
the  visiting  Companions  that  Michigan  knows  how  to  entertain  her 
guests.  It  may  be  well  to  note  that  but  one  dollar  was  left  out  of  the 
thousand,  when  the  committee  had  finished  its  work. 

* 

*  * 

EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Among  the  events  of  the  year  deserving  mention  were  the  following: 

The  Grand  Chaplain  having  removed  from  the  state,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  appointed  as  his  successor,  Rev.  Francis  A.  Blades  of  De- 
troit, who  still  "succeeds,"  for  he  has  continued  to  hold  that  office  ever 
since  and  has  endeared  himself  to  the  fraternity  as  few  men  are  per- 
mitted* to  do. 

William  Brown,  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  year  1876,  died  at  his 
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home  in  the  city  of  Battle  Creek,  on  the  twenty-third  day  September, 
aged  sixty-nine  years. 

Fidus  Livermore,  Grand  King  in  the  year  1851,  died  in  the  city 
of  Jackson  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  November.  He  was  an  active 
worker  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  for  thirty  years  and  lived  to  see  the 
Grand  Chapter  grow  from  infancy  to  full  and  vigorous  manhood.  In 
every  position,  civil  andmasonic,  that  he  filled  through  life,  he  made 
an  honorable  record  and  a  lasting  name. 

A  Dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Petoskey,  the 
only  one  granted  this  year.  Companions  living  in  Midland  City, 
Farmington  and  Bangor  were  desirous  of  having  Chapters  established 
in  these  places,  but  their  requests  were  not  granted,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  believing  they  could  not  be  sustained  after  the  novelty  had  worn 
off. 

The  membership  increased  more  than  five  hundred  in  the  year, 
being  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  at  its  close. 

*  *  * 

TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

Prominent  among  the  events  of  the  year  1880  was  the  visit  of 
Palestine  Commandery,  No.  18,  of  New  York  City,  to  Detroit,  on  June 
9th  and  10th.  These  Sir  Knights  were  given  a  most  hospitable  re- 
ception and  entertainment  by  Detroit  Commandery,  who  made  their 
New  York  fraters  feel,  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival  to  their  de- 
parture, that  they  had  indeed  fallen  among  friends.  Sir  Hugh  Mc 
Curdy,  by  request  of  the  Grand  Commander,  represented  the  Grand 
Commandery  upon  this  occasion,  and  assisted  in  giving  the  visiting 
fraters  a  fitting  welcome  to  Michigan. 

At  the  annual  conclave,  a  revised  ritual,  which  had  been  prepared 
by  a  committee  of  which  Eminent  Sir  Jessa  E.  Saxton  was  chairman, 
was  adopted  and  ordered  promulgated  to  the  different  Commanderies. 

A  reprint  of  the  early  proceedings  was  ordered,  provided  a  suffi- 
cient part  of  the  cost  thereof  could  be  met  by  the  sale  of  such  reprint, 
and  two  hundred  dollars  were  appropriated  as  the  share  the  Grand 
Commandery  could  pay.    Grand  Recorder  Innes  was  earnestly  desirous 
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of  this  work  being  done,  fully  realizing  its  great  importance.  In  urg- 
ing it  he  said: 

Day  by  day,  masonic  literature  is  becoming  more  sought  after;  libraries  are 
being  founded  by  each  of  our  Grand  Bodies,  and  our  reading  Masons  are  stretching 
forth  in  all  directions  for  early  proceedings  of  Grand  Commanderies,  ours  among 
the  number. 

Each  and  every  year  adds  to  the  value  of  such  works;  and,  as  far  as  your  Com- 
mittee can  judge,  no  time  should  be  lost,  not  only  in  procuring  our  own  proceed- 
ings, but,  in  exchange  therefor,  those  of  Sister  Jurisdictions  who  are  more  fortunate 
than  ourselves  and  have  duplicates  to  exchange. 

Your  Committee  ask  for  this  report  careful  consideration.  It  is  a  question  of 
great  moment,  for  any  slight  or  unlooked-for  accident  to  the  only  complete  copy  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  proceedings  of  the  early  years,  which  is  now  in  possession 
of  the  Grand  Recorder,  would  work  very  great  inconvenience,  if  not  injury,  and 
leave  us  without  a  record  of  our  early  transactions,  which  money  could  never  again 
replace. 

By  the  energetic  efforts  of  Sir  Knight  Innes,  this  work  was  ac- 
complished and  the  fraters  of  to-day  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
thus  securing  the  preservation  of  our  early  history. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  year  were: 

Sir  Kt.  William  B.  Wilson,  Muskegon,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Kt.  Gkorge  W.  Chandler,  Lansing,  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Kt.  Charles  E.  Grisson,  St  Johns,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Kt.  Eugene  Robinson;  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  Kt.  George  W.  Wilson,  Caro,         E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Kt.  Edward  W.  Kelly,  Hillsdale,  E.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Sir  Kt.  Heman  N.  Moore,  Grand  Rapids,       E.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Sir  Kt.  Martin  S.  Smith,  Detroit,  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Kt.  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,       E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Kt.  Daniel  D.  Thurber,  Pontiac,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Kt.  R.  Allen  Hall,  Coldwater,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Kt.  John  R.  Bennett,  Muskegon,  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Kt.  Alexander  McGregor,  Detroit,  Grand  Sentinel. 

A  portrait  and  sketch  of  Grand  Commander  Wilson  will  be  given 
in  connection  with  his  work  as  Grand  Master. 


*  *  * 
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THE  NEXT  DECADE,  1881— 1890. 
1881. 


The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Detroit  in  188 1  with  three  hundred  and 
thirty-five  lodges  represented,  Grand  Master  McGrath  presiding.  His 
address  was  a  masterly  review  of  Masonry  for  the  year,  and  among 
other  things  contained  more  than  fifty  rulings  which  were  incorporated 
into  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  recommended  that  the  collec- 
tion of  Grand  Masters'  photographs,  which  then  embraced  all  down  to 
J.  W.  Champlin,  be  completed  to  date,  and  that  the  collection  be  present 
at  each  Grand  Lodge  Meeting.  His  recommendations  were  endorsed 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  have  never  been  carried  into  effect.  The  col- 
lection is  still  complete  to  J.  W.  Champlin's,  and  none  added  since. 

During  his  term,  Grand  Master  McGrath,  with  Brother  John  P. 
Fiske  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  procured  the  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Horace  S.  Roberts,  which 
had  been  authorized  seventeen  years  before.  This  monument  was 
placed  in  the  masonic  burial  lot  in  Elmwood  cemetery,  in  remembrance 
of  this  loved  and  honored  brother  whose  body  moulders  in  an  unknown 
grave  where  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  fought  in  1862. 

* 

Brother  Oliver  L.  Spaulding,  of  St.  Johns,  was  Grand  Master 
during  the  year  188 1,  thus  rounding  out  his  record  as  presiding  officer 
of  all  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  Michigan,  a  distinction  that  has 
been  won  by  only  one  other  Michigan  Mason,  that  one  being  Brother 
Hugh  McCurdy. 
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SKETCH  OF  OUVER  L,.  SPAULDING. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1 88 1. 

Oliver  Lyman  Spaulding  was  born  at  Jaffrey,  N.  H.,  August  2, 
1833.  He  entered  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  in  1851,  graduating  there  in 
1855,  and  for  the  next  three  years  was  engaged  in  teaching,  at  the  same 
time  pursuing  his  chosen  study,  law.  In  1858  he  came  to  St.  Johns, 
Michigan,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  since  which  date  this  place  has  been  his  residence. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out,  he  obeyed  the  call  of  patriotism,  and 
relinquishing  a  lucrative  practice  which  he  had  built  up,  he  gave  his 
services  to  his  country.  In  1862,  he  recruited  Company  A,  of  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  was  its  first  Captain.  Within 
a  few  months  after  going  to  the  field,  he  was  made  Major  of  the  Regi- 
ment, later,  Lieut.  Colonel  and  Colonel,  and  was  almost  continually  in 
command  of  the  regiment  after  becoming  a  field  officer,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  while  Captain.  He  remained  with  his  regiment  until  it  was 
mustered  out  at  Salisbury,  South  Carolina,  June  28,  1865,  and  partici- 
pated in  twenty-seven  actions,  some  of  them  the  most  severe  of  the  war. 
He  won  honorable  distinction  and  was  breveted  Brigadier  General  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  St.  Johns  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  A  man  of  his  marked  ability  was  not  long 
allowed  to  remain  in  retirement,  and  his  career  in  civil  life  has  been  as 
remarkably  successful  as  in  military  affairs.  He  had  been  elected  Re- 
gent of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1858,  the  same  year  he  "hung 
out  his  shingle  as  a  lawyer."  In  1866  he  was  elected  Secretary  of 
State  and  re-elected  in  1868.  In  1875  he  was  appointed  a  Special 
Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  which  position  he  held  until  1880, 
when  he  resigned  it  to  take  his  seat  in  the  forty-seventh  Congress,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  that  year.  In  1883  he  was  chairman  of  a  Com- 
mission sent  by  the  government  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  investigate 
alleged  violations  of  the  Hawaiian  Reciprocity  Treaty.  In  January, 
1885,  he  was  again  appointed  Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, resigning  in  the  December  following.  During  this  time  he  was 
employed  in  the  investigation  of  the  Customs  Service  in  New  York 
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City,  the  administration  of  the  Chinese  Restriction  Act  at  San  Francisco 
and  other  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast.  In  1889  he  was  appointed  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  and  held  that  office  during  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Benjamin  Harrison.  He  was  again  appointed  to 
this  position  by  President  McKinley,  in  1897,  and  is  now  filling  it  with 
most  marked  ability. 

In  Masonry,  Brother  Spaulding's  position  has  been  no  less  promi- 
nent than  in  military  and  civil  life.  He  first  saw  masonic  light  in  St. 
Johns  Lodge,  No.  105,  on  July  15,  1861,  and  was  raised  to  the  degree 
of  Master  Mason  on  August  2d,  following,  and  was  made  Senior  Dea- 
con of  that  Lodge  at  the  annual  election  at  the  close  of  that  year.  Re- 
turning from  the  war  in  1865,  he  was,  in  December  of  that  year,  elected 
Senior  Warden,  and  the  next  year  Worshipful  Master,  serving  two 
years.  He  was  an  active  member  of  Grand  Lodge  and  was  for  several 
years  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals.  In  1880  he  was  elected 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  1881  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  ad- 
ministered the  affairs  of  that  office  with  distinguished  ability. 

He  was  make  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No. 
7,  on  November  20,  1863,  and  was  a  charter  member  and  first  King  of 
St.  Johns  Chapter,  No.  45,  R.  A.  M.,  when  it  was  organized  in  1866,  and 
was  its  High  Priest  the  following  year  and  made  his  first  appearance  in 
Grand  Chapter.  He  served  for  several  years  on  important  committees, 
and  in  1875,  was  elected  Grand  King,  the  next  year  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  in  1877,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Cryptic  degrees  were  conferred  upon  him  in  Ionia  Council, 
No.  12,  in  1866,  and  he  was  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  in  1869. 

He  was  dubbed  and  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  DeMolai  Com- 
mandery,  No.  5,  at  Grand  Rapids,  January  29,  1864,  and  was  a  charter 
member  and  first  Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Johns  Commandery,  No. 
24,  which,  for  some  years,  he  represented  in  Grand  Commandery,  where 
his  merits  received  just  recognition,  and  in  1871  he  was  elected  Grand 
Generalissimo,  and  in  1872,  Grand  Commander. 

As  might  be  expected  of  one  who  had  been  found  worthy  to  re- 
ceive the  high  honors  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  him  in  all  depart- 
ments of  Masonry,  he  has,  since  filling  these  exalted  stations,  been  one 
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of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the  Grand  Bodies  over  which  he  has 
presided  with  so  much  ability,  and  his  advice  and  counsel  are  sought 
upon  the  most  important  matters.  While  there  are  no  higher  honors 
his  brethren  can  bestow  upon  him,  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  one  and  all 
that  he  may  live  long  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  his  wise  counsels. 

Brother  Spaulding  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
and  for  twenty-five  years  has  been  a  vestryman  and  Senior  Warden  of 
the  church  at  St.  Johns.  He  was  married  in  1856  to  Miss  Jennie  Mead, 
who  lived  only  a  few  months  after  marriage.  In  1859  he  married  Miss 
Minerva  Mead,  sister  of  the  former  wife,  who  died  in  1861.  In  1862 
he  married  Miss  M.  Cecelia  Swegles,  the  talented  daughter  of  Hon. 
John  Swegles,  who  was  Auditor  General  of  Michigan  from  1851  to  1855. 
Mrs.  Spaulding's  fine  artistic  ability  is  the  delight  of  her  husband  and 
numerous  friends,  all  of  whom  will  unite  in  wishing  this  worthy  couple 
a  future  as  full  of  peace  and  joy  as  the  past  has  been  of  honor  and  dis- 
tinction. 

* 

Numerous  masonic  events  of  importance  occurred  during  this  year. 
One  of  which  affected  not  only  Michigan,  but  the  whole  country,  and 
indeed,  all  the  world,  occurred. 

On  the  second  day  of  July  the  hand  of  an  assassin  struck  down  a 
central  figure  in  our  national  history — a  great  man  and  a  distinguished 
Mason,  James  A.  Garfield,  President  of  the  United  States.  A  more 
cowardly,  base,  causeless  murder  cannot  be  conceived.  For  eighty 
days  he  heroically  grappled  and  agonized  with  his  destiny  and  died. 
During  all  this  time  throughout  the  land  party  hostilities  were  laid, 
and  there  was  but  one  party,  that  of  the  country  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  His  life  reads  like  a  story,  and  his  death  was  as 
grand  as  history  relates.  Few  youth  had  more  to  discourage  than  he; 
no  man  ever  grasped  higher  honors,  laboriously  and  honorably  won. 
His  whole  career  is  a  standing  incentive  to  American  youth. 

Bel  A  Cogshall,  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  years  1854-5-6,  died  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  October,  aged  sixty-five  years.  For  years  he  had 
been  a  prominent  and  influential  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  standing  committee  on 
Jurisprudence.    During  his  life  he  held  honorable  positions,  and  was 
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especially  marked  as  a  Mason.  Few  faces  were  more  familiar  than  his 
in  the  annual  gatherings,  and  no  one  was  more  zealous  than  he  in  ma- 
sonic labors. 

He  was  one  of  the  fifteen  Sir  Knights  who  signed  the  call  for  the 
convention  that  formed  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  that  organization  during  its  early  years.  He  had 
been  presiding  officer  of  all  the  masonic  bodies  at  his  own  home,  and 
was  active  in  all  the  Grand  Bodies. 

He  was  born  in  Glenville,  New  York,  in  1816,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836,  settling  in  Oakland  County.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
social  qualities,  and  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  community 
where  he  lived,  having  been  President  of  the  village  of  Holly,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  was  a  devoted  and  leading 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar and  several  Masonic  Lodges,  which  with  a  large  concourse  of 
citizens,  made  one  of  the  most  imposing  demonstrations  ever  witnessed 
in  Holly. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Gillman,  Grand  Chaplain  in  1880/  died  October  6, 
1881.  William  Graves  and  G.  J.  Hudson,  Past  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  also  died  in  this  year. 

On  the  5th  day  of  September,  a  terrible  fire  borne  on  the  wings  of 
a  whirlwind,  swept  over  considerable  portions  of  Sanilac,  Huron  and 
Tuscola  counties,  involving  a  fearful  loss  of  life  and  property — whole 
townships  were  laid  waste. 

It  was  literally  a  time  of  thick  darkness  and  coals  of  fire.  Two 
Lodges  lost  their  halls  and  all  they  contained.  Seven  suffered  partial 
losses.  A  hundred  Masons  and  their  families  were  made  homeless  and 
penniless  on  the  afternoon  of  that  awful  day,  while  many  others  suf- 
fered in  a  less  degree.  The  property  loss  of  Masons  alone  aggregated 
over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  of  the  entire  body  of 
sufferers  many  times  this  sum.  At  night,  houses  and  barns,  summer 
harvests  and  growing  crops,  fields  and  orchards,  stock  and  tools,  were 
all  gone  where  the  morning  sun  broke  on  a  happy  and  prosperous 
people.    Winter  was  approaching — no  shelter,  no  food,  no  medical  sup- 
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plies  for  the  burned,  and  men,  women  and  little  children  falling  sick 
all  around.    It  was  indeed  an  appalling,  heart-rending  outlook. 

At  once  the  great-hearted,  generous  people,  all  over  the  land 
poured  out  their  charity,  but  after  all  the  relief  was  but  temporary. 
Provision  must  be  made  for  shelter,  and  in  some  degree  for  food,  till 
crops  could  grow.  Teams  and  tools  and  seed  wheat  must  be  had  at 
once  or  the  time  for  sowing  would  be  past.  This  required  organized 
effort.  In  this  emergency  Grand  Master  Spaulding  called  upon  Ma- 
sons at  home  and  abroad  to  come  to  the  relief  of  Masons.  The  re- 
sponse was  instant,  grand,  masonic. 

At  home,  on  the  instant,  our  Masons  and  Lodges  sent  large  sums 
in  cash  and  needed  supplies. 

R.  W.  Brother  Clark,  Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer,  lived  upon  the 
ground,  and  knew  personally  nearly  every  Mason  in  the  entire  burnt 
district.  He  willingly  took  upon  himself  the  task  of  investigation  and 
distribution,  and  gave  weeks  of  gratuitous  services  to  this  work. 

* 

*  $ 

The  first  corner-stone  of  a  Jewish  Synagogue  to  be  laid  with  ma- 
sonic ceremonies  in  Michigan,  was  in  Grand  Rapids  on  October  nth 
of  this  year.  A  special  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  that  date  and  Grand  Master  Spaulding  laid  the  corner-stone  and 
delivered  an  appropriate  address. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  three  new  lodges,  located  at  Sault 
Ste  Marie,  Boyne  City,  and  Verona. 

Before  the  brethren  at  Verona  had  commenced  work  the  terrible 
fire  of  September  5th,  not  only  destroyed  their  hall  and  effects,  but  it 
made  an  utter  desolation  of  their  homes  and  swept  away  all  they  had. 
With  characteristic  energy  they  went  to  work  to  redeem  their  losses, 
but  they  deemed  it  unwise  to  continue  the  responsibilities  of  a  Lodge, 
and  surrendered  their  dispensation. 

Humboldt  Lodge,  No.  276,  of  Grand  Rapids,  surrendered  its  char- 
ter and  ceased  work  after  an  existence  of  eleven  years. 
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1882. 


The  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Masonry  in  Michigan  for  the 
year  1882  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Brother  Alanson  Partridge,  who 
had  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  many  years. 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  ALANSON  PARTRIDGE. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1 882. 

Alanson  Partridge  is  a  direct  descendent  of  Alexander  Partridge, 
who  emigrated  from  the  north  of  Scotland,  in  1645,  to  North  America 
and  settled  in  the  Boston  Colony,  but  on  account  of  some  religious 
opinions  entertained  by  him,  he  was  soon  thereafter  driven  to  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  the  haven  of  rest  and  safety  for  all  persecuted 
Christians. 

On  his  mother's  side,  he  is  descended  from  Acquilla  Chase,  who 
came  to  North  America  from  Cornwall,  England,  in  the  year  1640,  and 
settled  in  the  Boston  Colony.  His  ancestors,  both  paternal  and  mater- 
nal, are  noted  in  American  history  as  loyal  lovers  of  their  American 
homes  and  its  institutions  and  ardent  haters  of  oppression,  wrhether 
religious  or  political.  Both  of  his  grandfathers  fought  for  independ- 
ence under  General  George  Washington,  and  both  were  with  him 
during  that  memorable  winter  at  Valley  Forge. 

Alanson  Partridge  was  born  January  8th,  1827,  *n  the  township  of 
Cato,  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  in  1833,  an(^  settled  in  Oakland  County,  in  the  near  vicinity 
of  his  present  home  at  Birmingham.  The  father  of  Mr.  Partridge  was 
a  Methodist  minister  and  from  his  parents  he  no  doubt  inherited  his 
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religious  views,  as  the  Methodist  Church  is  his  church.  In  that  early 
day,  education  consisted  chiefly  in  learning  "the  three  Rs —  Readin', 
Ritin',  and  'Rithmetic."  A  study  of  less  than  two  years  completed  the 
lad's  education,  which  was  acquired  in  a  log  house  with  bench  seats. 
It  was  enough  to  carry  him  honorably  and  successfully  through  his  life. 

His  mother  passed  away  in  1839,  an<^  was  followed  by  his  father  in 
1845.  He  can  remember  when  Birmingham  contained  only  five 
families  and  was  named  "Piety  Hill."  Very  soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  carriage  and  wagon 
manufacturing  trade,  which  business  he  followed  for  about  twenty-five 
years.  During  this  time  he  filled  the  office  of  township  treasurer  of 
Bloomfield,  and  followed  this  by  being  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
supervisor,  and  to  nearly  every  office  on  the  ticket,  from  supervisor  to 
constable — path-master  included.  The  offices  of  village  president  and 
trustee  have  been  successfully  filled  by  him  again  and  again,  besides 
other  honorary  offices. 

Thirty  years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  as  an  active  member  of 
the  school  board  and  in  this  work  he  took  a  special  interest.  His  love 
and  compassion  for  the  wayward  lad,  rendering  him  particularly 
adapted  to  this  work,  and  he  says  with  satisfaction  to  himself  that  this 
work  he  loved  best  of  all  he  ever  engaged  in.  Two  terms  as  county 
treasurer  of  Oakland  county  gave  him  a  nucleus  for  means  which 
enable  him,  without  labor,  to  enjoy  a  life  of  prudential  ease  and  retire- 
ment. 

His  domestic  life  has  been  one  of  happiness.  He  was  married  in 
1849  to  Miss  Julia  M.  Sherman,  a  most  amiable  and  estimable  lady, 
with  whom  he  has  lived  the  past  forty-seven  years  with  never  a  word, 
frown  or  gesture  of  impatience  from  her — a  record  which  Mr.  Partridge 
thinks  worthy  of  comment  when  he  takes  himself  into  consideration. 
A  daughter  was  born  to  them,  who  died  in  1872. 

Mr.  Partridge  now  lives  a  life  of  retirement,  his  only  office  of  a 
public  nature  being  that  of  county  agent  of  the  State  Board  of  Correc- 
tion and  Charities — a  labor  which,  to  him,  is  one  of  love  rather  than 
gain,  as  his  particular  leaning  toward  wayward  boys  or  girls,  renders 
him  especially  adapted  for  this  work.  During  the  past  twelve  years  he 
has  successfully  and  honorably  settled  forty  estates  as  administrator  or 
executor, — a  fact  worthy  of  mention. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


167 


In  January  1851,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  initiated  in  Ma- 
sonry, and  on  April  10th,  1851,  was  raised  to  the  M.  M,  degree,  being 
the  first  candidate  made  in  Birmingham  Lodge,  No.  44,  under  new  char- 
ter. In  1853  he  was  elected  W.  M.  of  the  lodge  and  has  filled  the 
position,  off  and  on,  for  28  years.  Was  elected  Grand  Master  of  Michi- 
gan in  1882;  having  previously  filled  various  other  offices  in  that  body. 

He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Oakland  Chapter,  No.  5, 
at  Pontiac,  on  January  7,  1863;  received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Pontiac 
Council,  No.  2,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  Pontiac 
Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T.  He  was  for  many  years,  the  efficient 
Secretary  of  Birmingham  Lodge,  No.  44. 

At  present  he  is  in  hearty,  robust  health;  tall,  portly,  pleasant  and 
dignified,  he  carries  his  250  pounds  avoirdupois  of  good  nature  easily, 
and  with  generous  good-will  to  all  his  fellow-men;  and  promises,  if 
present  condition  goes  for  anything,  to  round  out  the  full  years  of  an 
octogenarian.  The  generosity  of  his  nature  shows  itself  in  the  love 
and  confidence  all  the  children  have  for  him,  and  they  always  know, 
when  meeting  Mr.  Partridge,  that  they  have  a  good  word  or  a  smile  of 
encouragement  coming. 

* 

Seven  new  lodges  commenced  life  this  year  under  dispensations 
given  by  Grand  Master  Partridge.  They  were  located  at  Wacousta, 
Edmore,  Sand  Beach,  Quinnesec,  Reed  City,  Roscommon  and  Potter- 
ville. 

New  lodge  rooms  were  dedicated  at  Mendon,  Charlotte,  CasS  City, 
Fremont  and  Frankfort. 

Mt.  Gilead  Lodge,  No.  285,  and  Bridgeport  Lodge,  No.  258,  were 
burned  out  in  this  year. 

LovELL  Moore,  Past  Grand  Master,  died  at  his  home  in  the  city 
of  Grand  Rapids  on  24th  day  of  November,  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  special 
communication  assembled,  conducting  the  burial  services  at  Fulton 
Street  Cemetery,  after  the  impressive  Episcopal  service  at  St.  Marks 
church. 

William  V.  Griffith,  Grand  Tiler,  1865  to  1872,  died  in  Detroit 
on  April  25th.    He  was  a  faithful  sentinel,  a  good  Mason. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  met  this  year  in  Kalamazoo,  and  was  warmly 
received.  Past  Grand  Secretary  Foster  Pratt  delivering  a  cordial  ad- 
dress of  welcome.  Brother  C.  F.  R.  Bellows  was  elected  to  preside 
over  the  craft  for  the  year. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  C.  F.  R.  BELLOWS. 

GRAND   MASTKR,  1883. 

Charles  Fitz  Roy  Bellows  was  born  in  Charlestown  N.  H.,  October 
27,  1832.  His  parents  moved  to  Michigan  in  1837  atld  settled  in  the 
township  of  Climax,  Kalamazoo  County.  He  attended  the  district 
school  of  the  neighborhood  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Olivet  Institute,  then  so-called,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He 
defrayed  the  greater  part  of  his  expenses  at  Olivet,  doing  chores,  chop- 
ping wood,  splitting  rails  and  clearing  land  for  one  of  the  professors. 
It  was  while  attending  school  there  that  the  idea  first  came  to  him  of 
becoming  a  teacher — in  fact  a  professor  of  mathematics.  In  the  fall  of 
1852  he  went  to  Ypsilanti  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1855,  having  in  the  meantime 
taught  two  terms  of  district  school  to  obtain  the  necessary  means  for 
continuing  his  studies. 

He  organized  and  taught  the  first  graded  school  of  Constantine, 
Mich.,  in  i855-,56.  Here  he  formed  acquaintance  with  one  of  Michi- 
gan's most  revered  Masons,  S.  C.  Cofiinbury,  to  whom  he  became 
greatly  attached.  It  was  in  this  companionship  that  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  first  prompting  to  become  himself  a  Mason. 
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In  the  fall  of  1856  he  was  called  to  the  charge  of  the  school  at 
Mishawaka,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  six  years;  in  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, teaching  a  year  at  South  Bend.  He  was  made  a  mason  at  Misha- 
waka, September  2,  1857.  *n  ^e  °f  ^e  returned  to  the 
charge  of  the  school  at  Constantine,  remaining  there  two  years. 

Having  now  taught  eight  years,  and  by  dint  of  private  study,  hav- 
ing during  that  period,  completed  three  years  of  a  course  at  the  Uni- 
versity, he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  in  the  fall  of  1863,  and  graduated  as 
civil  engineer  the  following  summer. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  he  organized  the  first  graded  school  at  Decatur, 
Mich.,  and  had  charge  of  it  during  three  years.  He  was  elected  the 
first  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Van  Buren  County,  in  the 
spring  of  1867.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  was  appointed  professor  of 
mathematics  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  a  position  which 
he  held  for  twenty-five  years.  During  this  period  he  published  texts 
upon  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Trigonometry  and  Surveying. 

He  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Teachers'  Association  dur- 
ing a  number  of  terms,  and  in  1887  was  elected  President  of  the  As- 
sociation. He  has  had  a  large  part  in  the  Teachers'  Institute  work  in 
the  state,  having  served  in  this  capacity  in  nearly  every  county,  and  in 
many  of  them  several  times. 

In  the  summer  of  1892,  he  was  elected  Principal  of  the  Central 
Michigan  Normal  School,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich.  He  organized  the 
school  the  following  September  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  for  four 
years,  zealously  endeavoring  to  solve  the  problem  of  a  Normal  School 
designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  rural  schools  in  central  and  southern 
Michigan. 

He  resigned  this  work  in  1896  and  removed  to  Jackson,  where,  at 
this  writing,  he  still  resides. 

On  removing  to  Ypsilanti  in  1867  he  began  taking  an  active  part 
in  Masonry,  and  soon  rose  to  the  position  of  Master  of  the  Lodge. 
Thus  the  door  of  Grand  Lodge  opened  to  him,  when,  on  having  filled 
the  offices  of  Junior  and  Senior  Grand  Warden  and  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  in  1883. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  25, 
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Ypsilanti,  June  25,  1875,  and  in  1878  was  elected  High  Priest,  serving 
in  that  capacity  for  the  next  three  years. 

He  was  made  a  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Union  Council,  No.  7, 
Ypsilanti,  and  a  Knight  Templar  in  Ann  Arbor  Commandery,  No.  13. 

# 

#  * 

At  this  meeting  Brother  Arthur  M.  Clark  made  his  final  report  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  relief  of  those  who  suffered 
from  the  devastating  fires  already  referred  to.  The  total  amount  con- 
tributed was  $23,836.20,  and  it  came  from  nearly  every  state  in  the 
Union  as  well  as  from  the  fraternity  in  this  state.  It  was  a  noble  in- 
stance of  the  generous  outpouring  of  masonic  charit}^. 

* 

*  * 

The  efforts  made  during  the  last  few  years  to  relieve  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  now  began  to  realize  the  expectations  of 
those  who  felt  the  deepest  interest  in  the  matter,  and  that  Body  now 
found  itself  out  of  debt  and  with  a  surplus  of  about  four  thousand  dol- 
lars with  which  to  commence  the  new  year,  so  that  further  borrowing 
of  money  for  current  expenses  was  not  necessary. 

*  *  * 

The  reprint  of  the  early  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
had  long  been  ardently  desired,  was  now  destined  to  become  a  fact,  be- 
ing at  this  time  ordered  and  soon  thereafter  accomplished,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  valuable  compilation  of  records  from  the  first  organization 
down  to  i860,  which  has  proven  of  such  interest  to  every  thinking  and 
reading  Mason  into  whose  hands  it  has  fallen. 

*  *  * 

Brother  Arthur  M.  Clark  had  now  been  Grand  Lecturer  for  eight 
years  and  had  proven  a  most  faithful  and  efficient  officer.  By  his  un- 
tiring efforts,  order,  system  and  decorum  had  been  promoted  in  the 
lodges;  the  work  had  been  made  more  accurate  and  uniform,  its  means 
of  execution  perfected  and  its  symbolic  purposes  more  clearly  exempli- 
fied. He  now  declined  another  re-election  to  that  position.  The  mem- 
bers present,  however,  did  not  propose  to  allow  him  to  retire  to  the  ranks 
at  this  time,  but  immediately  elected  him  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  one 
year  later  made  him  Grand  Master.  Brother  George  W.   Robertson,  of 
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Mt.  Clemens,  was  elected  Grand  Lecturer,  and  for  the  next  three  years 
proved  a  worthy  successor  of  Brothers  Clark  and  Blanchard. 

* 

MASONIC  EVENTS. 

Among  the  masonic  events  of  the  year,  the  following  are  worthy 
of  a  permanent  record: 

Three  Lodges  were  started  under  dispensations  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Bellows,  they  being  located  at  St.  Ignace,  Caseville  and  Luther. 

New  lodge  rooms  were  dedicated  at  Mt,  Pleasant,  Ortonville, 
Edmore  and  Vassar.  Fourteen  lodges  removed  to  other  halls  during 
the  year,  but  many  of  the  halls  were  not  dedicated. 

Four  special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held.  One  of 
them  was  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Eaton 
County  Court  House,  at  Charlotte,  on  the  Fourth  day  of  July,  the 
Grand  Master  officiating.  July  25th,  the  corner-stone  of  a  Music  Hall 
in  the  city  of  Flint  was  laid  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  Arthur  M. 
Clark  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  Master,  and  an  address  was  delivered 
by  Past  Grand  Master  Durand. 

William  L.  Greenly,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  in  1847  Governor 
of  Michigan,  died  November  29th,  in  Eaton  Rapids,  where  he  had  gone 
to  seek  restoration  of  health.  Grand  Master  Bellows  convened  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  emergent  communication  in  Adrian,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  the  funeral  ceremonies. 

At  the  appointed  hour  of  2  o'clock,  services  began  at  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Hart,  on  Broad  street,  where  the  remains  were  conveyed 
on  their  arrival  from  Eaton  Rapids. 

The  following  Grand  and  Past  Grand  officers  were  in  attendance: 
Grand  Master  C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  of  Ypsilanti;  Gen.  W.  P.  Innes,  Grand 
Secretary,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Judge  J.  W.  Champlin,  of  the  State  Su- 
preme Court,  Past  Grand  Master;  Hon.  W.  S.  Webber,  East  Saginaw, 
Past  Grand  Master;  J.  H.  Woodman,  Northville,  GrandMarshal. 

The  Ex-Governors  carriage  was  occupied  by  Ex-Governor  Cros- 
well  and  Ex-Governor  Baldwin. 
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Notwithstanding  the  bitterness  of  the  weather,  which  had  grown 
cold,  a  vast  concourse  of  citizens  performed  the  slow,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, tedious  journey  to  Oakwood,  the  band  playing  a  funeral 
dirge. 

The  mournful  procession  was  halted  in  front  of  the  east  vault, 
where  the  casket  was  lifted  from  the  hearse  and  placed  on  a  bier.  The 
solemn  and  impressive  masonic  burial  services  were  then  read  by  Grand 
Master  Bellows,  which  closed  the  ceremonies.  All  that  was  mortal  of 
Governor  Greenly  was  then  placed  in  the  vault,  and  the  vast  throng  re- 
turned from  the  beautiful  but  silent  city  of  the  dead. 

George  C.  Munro,  Grand  Master  in  1856,  died  at  his  home  in 
Jonesville  on  August  16th,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  He  had 
long  been  one  of  the  leading  Masons  of  the  state  and  was  held  in  the 
highest  esteem.    His  death  was  sincerely  lamented. 

During  the  year  three  different  lodges  issued  appeals  for  aid  with- 
out the  endorsement  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  he  was  forced  to  apply 
disciplining  measures,  and  in  the  case  of  Memphis  Lodge,  to  suspend 
the  charter.  It  was  restored,  however,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

*  *  * 
1884. 

The  hospitality  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  fraternity  in 
Kalamazoo  in  1883  was  the  cause  of  its  again  meeting  there  one  year 
later.  Grand  Master  Bellows'  address  was  a  scholarly  review  of  his 
official  acts  and  the  condition  of  the  craft.  He  made  several  wise 
recommendations,  especially  upon  the  subject  of  the  finances.  He 
urged  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  library,  as  well  as  libraries 
in  every  lodge.  In  this  he  was  ably  supported  by  Grand  Secretary 
Innes,  who  had  each  year  urged  the  importance  of  this  question.  The 
Grand  Lodge,  however,  decided  that  it  was  unwise  to  invest  much  of 
its  funds  in  a  library  until  it  had  a  permanent  place  for  its  care  and 
preservation.  As  a  starter  for  the  accumulation  of  libraries  by  the 
lodges,  it  was  ordered  that  the  reprint  of  proceedings  be  bound  and  a 
copy  furnished  to  each  lodge  at  the  actual  cost  of  the  binding.  It  was 
hoped  that  by  adding  the  copies  of  proceedings  supplied  each  year, 
with  such  other  works  as  could  easily  be  accumulated,  in  a  short  time 
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each  lodge  would  have  the  nucleus  of  a  fair  library.  This  was  the 
course  pursued  by  some  of  the  lodges  and  the  result,  with  them,  has 
been  all  that  was  anticipated. 

Brother  Arthur  M.  Clark  was  unanimously  chosen  for  Grand 
Master  for  the  year  1884. 

SKETCH  OF  ARTHUR  M.  CLARK. 

GRAND  MASTER,   1 884. 

If  one  were  to  ask  of  any  of  the  thirty-nine  thousand  Masons  of 
Michigan,  "Who  is  the  most  popular  Mason  in  the  state,"  the  answer 
would  instantly  be  "Arthur  M.  Clark." 

This  distinguished  brother  was  born  at  Landaff,  Grafton  County, 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  1833. 

He  completed  his  education  at  Newbury  Collegiate  Institute  and 
then  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  for  three  years, 
and  in  1854  he  came  to  Lexington,  Michigan,  which  has  ever  since 
been  his  home.  He  was  for  four  years  principal  of  the  public  schools 
of  that  place,  when  he  engaged  in  general  merchandizing,  which  he 
successfully  followed  for  the  next  sixteen  years. 

In  1855  Brother  Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Robinson,  of 
Stowe,  Vermont,  who  died  at  Lexington  in  1862,  and  was  taken  to  the 
home  of  her  childhood  and  buried.  Four  children  were  the  fruits  of 
this  union,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others,  Mrs.  Ellen  C. 
Merrill  and  Charles  S.  are  still  living.  In  1864  he  was  again  married 
to  Miss  Martha  Hale  of  Littleton,  New  Hampshire,  who  was  for  thirty- 
two  years  the  light  of  his  family  circle,  and  who  gave  him  two  children, 
the  eldest,  Winthrop  W.,  living  at  Lexington,  the  other  dying  in 
infancy. 

In  1883  he  was  elected  Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan  on 
the  democratic  ticket,  by  nearly  12,000  majority  and  held  that  office 
for  the  next  eight  years.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  United  States 
Consul  at  Port  Sarnia,  Ontario,  by  President  Cleveland,  which  honor- 
able position  he  now.  fills  with  signal  ability. 

He  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  Lex- 
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ington  Lodge,  No.  61,  on  January  30,  1856;  was  elected  Junior  Warden 
in  1857,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1858,  which  office  he  held  nineteen 
years. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in  1873  he  was  elected 
Junior  Grand  Warden;  in  1874  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  in  1875 
Grand  Lecturer,  filling  that  difficult  and  responsible  position  with  re- 
markable success  for  the  next  eight  years.  His  faithful  and  pains- 
taking work  as  Grand  Lecturer  so  endeared  him  to  the  Masons  of  Mich- 
igan that  they  determined  to  elevate  him  to  the  highest  position  a  Mason 
can  attain,  and  in  1883  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  in 
1884  he  reached  the  topmost  round  of  the  Masonic  ladder  and  was 
made  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Michigan.  His  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  that  high  office  was  marked  with  the  same  energy,  zeal 
and  wise  discrimination  that  marked  his  course  in  other  Masonic  fields, 
and  he  retired  at  the  end  of  his  term  with  the  highest  esteem  of  the 
entire  craft  of  the  state.  In  1886  he  was  again  elected  Grand  Lecturer 
and  has  been  re-elected  every  year  since  that  time.  In  this  field  of 
labor  he  has  done  more  than  all  others  to  secure  that  uniformity  of 
work  for  which  Michigan  Lodges  are  noted,  and  every  year  he  becomes 
more  and  more  beloved  by  the  fraternity. 

Brother  Clark  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Huron  Chapter, 
No.  27,  October  28,  1863,  and  when  Damascus  Chapter,  No.  41,  was 
instituted  at  Lexington  in  1865,  was  warned  in  the  dispensation  as 
first  High  Priest,  which  office  he  filled  six  years.  He  has  also  been 
Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  eleven  years  and  has  done  much 
for  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  state. 

He  received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  Port  Huron  Commandery, 
No.  7,  on  March  2,  1867,  and  on  the  institution  of  Lexington  Com- 
mandery, No.  27,  in  1870  he  was  made  Generalissimo.  In  1872  he 
was  elected  Eminent  Commander  and  held  that  office  for  thirteen  years. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  Monroe  Council,  No.  1,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Detroit, 
receiving  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  1890.  He  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  and  is  a  member  of  Michigan 
Sovereign  Consistory  at  Detroit. 

Brother  Clark  has  a  beautiful  home  on  his  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  just  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of 
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Lexington,  overlooking  the  waters  of  Lake  Huron,  where,  when  not 
called  away  by  official  duties,  he  passes  his  time  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  society  of  his  loved  family  and  friends,  and  where  any  Michigan 
Mason  ever  finds  a  hospitable  welcome.  His  eldest  son  Charles  is  a 
Past  Master  of  Lexington  Lodge,  and  is  also  his  efficient  Deputy 
Consul  at  Port  Sarnia. 

* 

*  * 

MASONIC  EVENTS. 

Dispensations  were  granted  by  Grand  Master  Clark  for  six  new 
lodges.  They  were  located  at  Fort  Gratiot,  West  Branch,  Omer,  South 
Arm,  Harbor  Springs,  and  New  Lothrop. 

Consolidation  of  two  lodges  was  effected  in  each  of  the  following 
places:  Buchanan,  Three  Rivers,  Niles  and  St.  Johns.  By  this  action 
the  Grand  Lodge  lost  four  lodges  from  its  roll,  but  at  the  same  time 
greatly  strengthened  the  other  four  which  were  parties  to  the  consoli- 
dations. 

Seventeen  lodges  removed  to  new  halls  in  the  year,  and  eight 
new  lodge  rooms  were  dedicated. 

Fire  destroyed  the  homes  of  eight  lodges,  viz:  Allegan,  No.  111; 
Montague,  No.  198;  Cedar  Springs,  No.  213;  Mt.  Moriah,  No.  226; 
Bailey,  No.  287;  Howard  City,  No.  329;  Corning,  No.  335,  and  Manton, 
No.  347. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  in  Marine  City, 
Saginaw  City,  Port  Sanilac  and  Kalamazoo,  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
the  corner-stones  of  public  buildings,  Grand  Master  Clark  officiating  in 
person  on  each  occasion. 

The  Charter  of  Lakeview  Lodge,  No.  330  was  arrested  because 
of  internal  dissensions  therein.  This  was  done  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
December,  1884,  and  just  forty  days  later,  the  Grand  Lodge,  then  in 
session,  confirmed  this  action,  but  gave  a  new  charter  to  the  members 
under  the  name  of  Ivanhoe  Lodge. 

Brother  E.  R.  Landon,  who  was  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1869 
and  1870,  died  at  his  residence  in  the  village  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  October.  He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  state  at  an  early  age,  and  resided  in  Wayne  County 
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until  a  few  years  before  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  hop- 
ing thereby  to  benefit  his  impaired  health. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  Bro.  Landon  held  high  and  honorable 
positions  in  the  several  Masonic  Bodies  of  the  state,  and  efficiently 
and  faithfully  discharged  all  the  duties  incident  to  those  positions. 
His  honesty  and  probity  were  never  assailed;  his  charity  and  benevo- 
lence never  failed  to  grant  relief;  his  generosity  was  open-handed  and 
unselfish,  and  the  munificence  of  his  kindly  sympathies  secured  for 
him  a  well  earned  fame  "for  deeds  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence." 

Rev.  John  Story  Goodman  laid  down  the  burden  of  mortality  on 
the  1 2th  day  of  November,  1884,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Brother  Good- 
man was  born  in  London,  England,  October  2,  1822.  His  father  set- 
tled in  this  country  in  1830,  locating  at  Saline,  Washtenaw  county, 
Michigan.  Brother  Goodman  studied  in  the  literary  and  theological 
departments  of  Michigan  University,  and  Madison  University,  at 
Hamilton,  New  York,  graduating  in  1850.  He  was  ordained  a  minis- 
ter in  the  Baptist  Church  in  that  year,  and  in  1852  went  as  a  mission- 
ary to  West  Africa,  and  remained  there  until  1855,  when  he  returned 
to  Michigan.  He  moved  to  East  Saginaw  in  1859,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  During  the  time  of  his  pastorate,  he  interested  him- 
self a  great  deal  in  the  common  school  work  in  this  state.  He  served 
as  County  Superintendent  of  the  Common  Schools  for  eight  years  in 
Saginaw  county,  and  served  four  years  as  member  of  the  Michigan 
State  Board  of  Health.  He  was  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Saginaw 
Lodge,  No.  77,  F.  and  A.  M.,  during  the  years  1875  and  '76,  and  in 
1875  was  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  had  endeared 
himself  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  was  buried  with  masonic  honors 
by  Saginaw  Lodge,  No.  77,  F.  an(J  A.  Masons,  of  which  Lodge  he  was 
an  honored  member  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

This  year  witnessed  the  culmination  of  one  of  those  painful  events 
which  occasionally  occur,  as  a  blot  upon  an  otherwise  fair  page  of  his- 
tory. An  event  which  the  spirit  of  charity  would  seek  to  cover  but 
which  the  truths  of  history  require  to  be  written.  Brother  Rufus  W. 
Landon,  who  had  been  Grand  Treasurer  for  twenty-two  years,  was  re- 
tired and  Brother  H.  Shaw  Noble  was  elected  in  his  place.  Investiga- 
tion proved  that  he  was  a  defaulter  to  the  amount  of  $2,309.23.  The 
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only  settlement  obtainable  was  to  take  a  second  mortgage  upon  prop- 
erty, and  the  Grand  Lodge  afterwards  had  to  pay  up  the  first  mortgage 
to  save  its  own  claim,  and  it  took  just  ten  years  to  make  a  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  matter.  Brother  Landon  had  been  expelled  from  his  lodge, 
and  had  died  in  the  meantime.  By  the  most  careful  management  the 
Grand  Lodge  finally  secured  its  claim  and  was  also  able  to  turn  over 
the  home  to  the  widow,  free  and  clear  of  incumbrance. 

* 

1885. 

Grand  Master  Clark  presided  over  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  forty- 
first  annual  communication,  in  Detroit,  in  1885,  with  that  ease,  dignity 
and  grace  which  are  peculiarly  his  characteristics.  His  address  was  a 
model  of  its  kind.  Reference  has  heretofore  been  made  to  his  recom- 
mending the  repeal  of  a  certain  resolution  upon  the  subject  of  temper- 
ance. That  his  views  upon  this  important  question  may  not  be  mis- 
understood, some  of  his  forceful  and  vigorous  words  in  regard  to  it  are 
here  quoted: 

I  have  a  word  for  you,  and  I  ask  you,  the  keepers  and  guardians  of  true  and 
Ancient  Free  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  if  my  recommendation  shall  meet 
your  approval,  to  settle  the  law  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  this  particular  beyond 
cavil,  question  or  discussion,  so  far  as  the  letter  of  the  law  may  be  concerned. 

My  advice  and  recommendation  is  this:  I  believe  that  the  Ancient  Laws  and 
Landmarks  of  Free  Masonry,  the  ritual,  charges  and  obligations  of  the  first  degree, 
and  of  every  degree  in  Masonry,  constitute  for  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  every  constit- 
uent Lodge,  and  for  all  Masons,  an  ample  and  sufficient  rule,  guide  and  remedy  in 
this  whole  field  of  temperance  and  of  intemperance,  of  vice  and  of  virtue,  of  morality 
and  of  immorality,  wherever  the  human  family  may  extend  or  civilization  prevail. 

For  a  law  to  lie  upon  the  statute  book  as  a  dead  letter,  a  mandate  which  no- 
body obeys,  is  worse  than  to  have  no  law  at  all  upon  the  subject.  A  dead  law 
teaches  disobedience,  and  disobedience  breeds  vice.  It  is  idle  to  enact  a  law  which 
the  spirit  and  opinion  of  the  people,  or  of  the  Craft,  will  not  sustain  and  execute  in 
action.  Such  legislation  is  a  mockery  and  a  means  of  social  corruption.  Let  the 
legislation  of  our  Order,  like  the  legislation  of  the  land,  represent  the  true  sentiment, 
the  actual  principle  and  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  Masons  as  of  the  people  in  civil 
law,  in  that  form  and  manner  which  will  be  enforced  and  carried  into  penal  execution 
by  the  voluntary  and  conscientious  mind  and  action  of  Masons  as  Masons. 

Free  Masonry  is  a  permanent  and  conservative,  as  well  as  an  ancient  institution. 
(See  Landmark  ist,  Record  of  Ancient  Landmarks  of  Masonry.)    Churches,  socie- 
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ties,  associations  and  individuals  of  all  names  and  descriptions,  drift  hither  and 
thither  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  and  are  caught  up  and  blown  this  way  or  that 
by  every  theory,  scheme  and  "ism." 

Not  so  with  Free  Masonry.  She  is  forever  the  same.  Her  laws  are  the  em- 
bodiment of  moral  wisdom,  and  they  are  sufficient  for  all  time  and  for  all  men. 

They  need  not  be  changed  or  revised  in  their  moral  constitution.  The  founda- 
tions of  our  Holy  Temple  were  laid  for  all  generations,  and  they  are  sufficient  for 
all. 

Do  you  not  remember,  my  brethren,  that  the  foundations  of  the  Second  Temple 
were  laid  upon  the  ancient  foundations  of  the  first? 

So  it  is  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  Free  Masonry.  Enforce  them.  That 
is  your  whole  duty,  and  that  meets  the  whole  demand. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  great  body  of  the  Craft  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
have,  by  their  general  and  universal  action  during  the  last  six  years,  evinced  their 
approval  of  and  adherence  to  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  the  prescriptive  law  of 
the  Craft  as  expressed  in  the  aforesaid  report  of  the  committee  as  printed  and 
approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge  upon  pages  52,  53  and  54  of  its  proceedings  for  the 
year  1878,  I  do  hereby  recommend  that  the  said  resolution  upon  page  71  of  said 
proceedings  for  the  same  year,  being  practically  null  and  void,  be  repealed. 

The  summing  up  of  the  record  of  Brother  Clark's  wise  and  ju- 
dicious administration  could  not  have  been  closed  in  more  fitting  words 
than  he  used  in  the  conclusion  of  his  annual  address,  when  he  said: 

I  leave  this  Grand  East  with  the  full  consciousness  of  having  done  my  best, 
and  yet,  without  your  help,  my  brethren,  I  could  have  done  but  little.  To  the  wise 
counsels,  the  hearty  sympathy  and  the  constant  support  and  encouragement  of  the 
enlightened  Masons  in  this,  one  of  the  brightest  Masonic  Grand  Jurisdictions  under 
the  sun,  I  owe  much  for  the  harmony  and  success  which  have  attended  the  labors  of 
the  past  year.  I  love  the  institution  of  Free  Masonry  as  the  apple  of  my  eye.  I 
have  devoted  some  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  to  her  welfare.  As  I  stand  in  this 
high  station  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  I  look  abroad  upon  a  great  brotherhood — 
peaceful,  united,  happy  and  prosperous.  Their  cords  lengthening,  their  stakes 
strengthening,  everywhere  moving  onward  and  upward,  in  that  glorious  pathway 
which  leads  to  the  source  of  everlasting  light.  Thus  may  it  ever  be!  No  words  of 
mine  can  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  honors  which  I  have  received  at  your  hands. 
But  you  know  my  heart. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  may  God  be  with  you!  May  faith,  hope  and  charity 
abound  among  you!    May  grace,  mercy  and  peace  be  your  everlasting  reward. 

To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  an  event  as  has  been  noted  in  the 
defalcation  of  the  late  Grand  Treasurer,  the  Grand  Lodge  enacted  a  law 
requiring  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  turn  over  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
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at  each  annual  meeting,  all  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  same  to  remain  in  their  possession  until  a  new  bond  is  filed  and  ap- 
proved, and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  not  to  pay  over  any 
money  until  such  bond  is  given.  It  was  then  hoped  that  a  similar  loss 
could  never  again  occur.  A  future  page  in  this  work  will  tell  how  far 
from  the  actual  truth  this  supposition  was. 

* 

The  idea  of  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home  in  this  state  had 
taken  strong  hold  of  the  minds  of  many  members  of  the  fraternity,  and 
at  this  annual  meeting  Brother  Nelson  Haskin,  Worshipful  Master  of 
Attica  Lodge,  No.  295,  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Michigan: 

Whereas,  It  has  seemed  necessary,  as  a  representative  body  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  that  we  should  make  provision  for  our  worthy  destitute  Brother 
Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans,  whereby  they  in  their  old  age  may  be 
cared  for  in  a  manner  becoming  the  dignity  and  elevation  of  the  Order.    Be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  body,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  buy  a 
suitable  piece  or  parcel  of  land  and  erect  thereon  a  building  for  the  purpose,  to  be 
used  as  a  home  for  worthy  destitute  Brother  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  or- 
phans, said  property  to  be  controlled  and  paid  for  from  Grand  Lodge  funds;  and,  in 
case  of  such  funds  being  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  on  hand  at  the  present, 
an  assessment  be  made  on  each  and  every  Lodge  in  the  State  of  Michigan  according 
to  the  number  of  members  in  each  Lodge. 

A  notice  of  this  petition,  and  such  consideration  as  your  officers  and  members 
may  see  fit  to  grant,  your  petitioner  earnestly  asks  and  prays. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  Grand  Lodge  decided  not  to  en- 
gage in  this  undertaking  and  the  matter  was  laid  on  the  table.  It  re- 
mained for  the  brethren  who  were  enthusiastic  on  this  question  to  in- 
augurate the  movement  which  should  result  in  the  establishment  of 
such  a  home  in  Michigan,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  the  start  was 
made  which  gave  to  the  fraternity  a  Masonic  Home.  This  subject  will 
receive  special  treatment  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

* 

Brother  James  H.  Farnum,  of  Cassopolis,  was  chosen  to  govern 
the  fraternity  for  the  year  1885,  being  the  thirty-fifth  Michigan  Grand 
Master. 
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SKETCH  OF  JAMES  H.  FARNUM. 

GRAND  MASTER,    1 885. 


James  H.  Farnum  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  Jan- 
uary 6, 1844.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Oswego  and  New- 
ark, and  at  Albion  Academy,  in  his  native  state.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  left  school  and  home  to  enter  the  army,  enlisting  at  Utica,  New  York, 
in  September,  1861,  in  Battery  A.,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
which  soon  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

In  June,  1862,  soon  after  the  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Eighth  Independent  New  York  Battery,  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war  in  July,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  and 
returned  home.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  moved  to  Cass  County, 
Michigan,  and  engaged  in  farming,  teaching  school  winters.  In  1872, 
tiring  of  farming,  he  went  to  Utah  Territory,  and  was  employed  as 
book-keeper  for  a  mercantile  company  for  two  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1873  he  returned  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Cassopolis, 
but  this  not  agreeing  with  his  health,  in  1886  he  became  traveling 
salesman  for  a  wholesale  clothing  firm,  which  occupation  he  now 
pursues. 

Brother  Farnum  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Jordan  Lodge,  No. 
386,  in  Jordan,  New  York,  March  30,  1866.  Moving  the  same  year  to 
Cass  County,  Michigan,  he  affiliated  with  Backus  Lodge,  No.  55,  at 
Cassopolis,  November  16,  1866,  in  which  he  became  an  active  member, 
and  where  his  membership  now  remains.  During  his  short  residence  in 
Utah,  he  assisted  in  organizing  Corrinne  Lodge,  and  was  its  first 
Junior  Warden.  He  was  the  Master  of  Backus  Lodge,  No.  55,  at 
Cassopolis,  seven  years.  His  first  position  in  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
that  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Masonic  District, 
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comprising  the  Counties  of  Berrien,  Cass  and  St.  Joseph,  in  1878-' 79. 
He  was  appointed  Senior  Grand  Deacon  in  1880,  and  elected  Junior 
Grand  Warden  in  1881,  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1882.  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  1884,  and  Grand  Master  in  1885.  He  is  now  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Kansas  and  South  Australia.  He 
was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  36,  at 
Dowagiac,  Michigan,  March  4,  1868. 

In  187 1  he  assisted  in  organizing  Kingsbury  Chapter,  No.  78,  at 
Cassopolis,  and  on  March  10th  of  that  year  became  one  of  its  charter 
members,  and  where  his  membership  now  remains.  He  was  Principal 
Sojourner  five  years,  Captain  of  the  Host  two  years,  King  two  years, 
and  High  Priest  six  years.  He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  in  Niles 
Commandery,  No.  12,  Niles,  Michigan,  December  15,  1882,  of  which 
body  he  is  now  a  member. 

Brother  Farnum  was  married  October  22,  1873,  to  Miss  Lida  J. 
Salisbury,  who  delights  in  assisting  him  in  the  entertainment  of  his 
masonic  friends  who  visit  Cassopolis. 

*  * 

MASONIC   EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

One  Lodge  was  started  under  a  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Farnum,  at  Bancroft,  in  Shiawassee  County. 

The  Charters  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  187,  Lake  St.  Clair 
Lodge,  No.  82,  and  Augusta  Lodge,  No.  225,  were  arrested  by  the 
Grand  Master  because  of  the  utter  lack  of  interest  among  their  re- 
spective members.  Richmond  Lodge  was  revived  and  its  charter  re- 
stored in  1891,  and  it  has  become  a  strong  and  healthy  lodge.  The 
other  two  have  never  had  a  resurrection. 

Fourteen  lodges  removed  to  different  halls,  and  the  large  num- 
ber of  twenty-one  new  halls  were  dedicated  by  the  Grand  Master  and 
his  regularly  appointed  proxies. 

Five  Lodges  were  burned  out  this  year,  viz:  Crystal,  No.  270,  on 
January  30;  Ishpeming,  No.  14,  on  March  6;  Portland,  No.  31,  on 
March  27;  Vermontville,  No.  232,  on  May  24,  and  St.  Charles,  No.  313, 
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on  September  24.  These  lodges,  with  the  exception  of  Vermontville, 
were  insured  and  thus  were  in  a  position  to  speedily  resume  work. 

The  Corner-stone  of  the  new  City  Hall  . in  Grand  Rapids  was 
laid  by  Grand  Master  Farnum  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  called  for  that  purpose. 

DeMolai  Commandery,  No.  5  turned  out  in  force  and  acted  as  es- 
cort for  the  Grand  Lodge  on  this  occasion.  The  elegant  structure 
erected  upon  the  corner-stone  then  laid  has  been  justly  termed  "The 
Pride  of  Grand  Rapids." 

A  Destructive  Fire  visited  the  City  of  Galveston,  Texas,  near 
the  close  of  the  year,  causing  an  immense  amount  of  loss  and  suffering. 
Many  members  of  our  fraternity  suffered  in  common  with  others,  and 
an  appeal  for  aid  was  sent  to  the  various  states,  fully  endorsed  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  that  state.  Grand  Master  Farnum  immediately 
caused  this  appeal  to  be  sent  to  Michigan  Lodges,  and  with  their  char- 
acteristic promptness,  in  a  very  brief  time  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  dollars  were  contributed  and  sent  to  that  place,  to  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Mott,  who,  in  acknowledging  its  receipt  said  this  was  more  than 
Michigan's  proportion,  and  declined  to  receive  more.  Michigan 
Lodges,  however,  had  not  stopped  responding  to  the  appeal,  and  very 
soon  nearly  six  hundred  dollars  more  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  for  this  cause.  This  was  not  forwarded,  but  at  the  meeting 
of  Grand  Lodge,  a  few  days  later,  it  was  set  apart  as  a  special  relief 
fund,  to  be  used  in  calls  of  a  similar  nature  from  other  jurisdictions. 

The  Charter  of  Washtenong  Lodge,  No.  286,  was  arrested  by  the 
Grand  Master  about  three  weeks  before  the  Grand  Lodge  annual,  for 
insubordination,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  sustained  his  action.  This 
lodge  was  thus  numbered  with  those  which  "were,  but  are  not." 

Brother  Samuel  H.  Norton,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  died  sud- 
denly at  his  home  in  Pontiac,  on  April  25th,  and  his  funeral  was  con- 
ducted by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  30th  of  that  month, 
an  emergent  communication  being  called  for  that  purpose.  He  had 
been  an  active  and  highly  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  by 
his  death  the  fraternity  met  with  a  great  loss. 
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1886. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  year,  Grand  Master 
Farnum  called  attention  to  the  proposed  Masonic  Home  in  these  words: 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Michi- 
gan Masonic  Home  Association,  now  organized  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  home  for  aged,  decrepit  Masons,  Mason's  widows  and 
orphans.  That  such  an  institution  is  needed,  and  worthy  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
every  member  of  this  grand  jurisdiction,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Similar  homes 
have  been  organized,  and  are  in  successful  operation  in  other  states,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  one  cannot  be  successfully  maintained  with  us.  Brethren,  let  each  of 
us  make  this  a  personal  matter,  and  out  of  our  abundance  give  personally  what  we 
can  to  this  great  and  glorious  work.  The  distinguished  Masons  who  have  the 
management  of  this  home  in  hand,  are  a  guarantee  as  to  its  success.  Brethren,  I 
most  cordially  recommend  it  to  your  fraternal  consideration  as  Masons. 

Brother  Michael  Shoemaker,  of  Jackson,  was  chosen  Grand  Mas- 
ter for  the  year  1886.  This  distinguished  brother  had  been  one  of  the 
strong  pillars  of  Michigan  Masonry  for  many  years,  and  it  was  most 
proper  that  his  record  should  be  rounded  out  with  the  honors  of  the  Grand 
Mastership.  He  was  now  neariug  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten,  but 
had  lost  none  of  his  ardent  love  for  Masonry.  On  page  443  has  been 
given  an  engraving  of  him  in  his  early  manhood.  We  now  show  him 
as  he  appeared  when  Grand  Master. 

* 

SKETCH  OF  MICHAEL  SHOEMAKER. 

GRAND  MASTER,   1 886. 

Colonel  Shoemaker  was  a  native  of  the  township  of  German  Flats, 
Herkimer  County,  New  York,  where  he  was  born,  April  6th,  1818. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  his  farm  extending  from  the  Mohawk  river 
back  into  the  hills  which  'rise  so  rapidly  from  the  valley  of  that  river, 
and  was  lot  17  of  the  Burnetfields  Patent,  of  which  his  great  grand- 
father, Rudolph  Shoemaker,  was  the  patentee.  The  first  thirteen 
years  of  the  life  of  Colonel  Shoemaker  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  the  only  advantages  of  school  he  received  was  during  this  period, 
at  the  common  school  held  nearly  one  mile  from  his  home,  with  a  few 
months  in  a  select  school  at  Herkimer.  To  supplement  this,  however,  he 
has  been  during  his  long  life  an  omniverous  reader,  and  accumulated  one 
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of  the  largest  and  best  selected  private  libraries  in  the  country,  and  by 
his  extensive  reading  and  retentive  memory  became  one  of  the  most 
thoroughly  all  around  informed  men  in  the  state. 

In  his  fourteenth  year  he  was  placed  by  his  father  in  a  situation  to 
support  himself,  which  he  did  from  that  time  forward. 

In  1835  he  left  the  State  of  New  York  for  Joliet,  Illinois,  where 
he  spent  several  years  engaged  in  dealing  in  real  estate  and  merchan- 
dise. He  also,  in  connection  with  Joel  A.  Matteson,  afterwards  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Illinois,  built,  in  1838  and  1839,  several  sections  of 
the  heavy  rock  work  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

In  1842,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  he  bought  the  mill  prop- 
erty at  Michigan  Centre,  and  became  a  resident  of  Jackson  County. 
In  1845  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  brother,  and  continued  in  the 
milling  business  for  twenty-eight  years. 

In  1873  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  u Board  of  Public  Works 
of  the  City  of  Jackson,"  and  served  ten  years.  He  was  always  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  members  of  the  Board,  and 
took  great  interest  in  all  improvements  of  the  city. 

In  March,  1845,  ^e  was  appointed  by  Gov.  John  S.  Barry,  Inspector 
of  the  state  prison,  although  he  was  not  an  applicant  for  the  position, 
and  did  not  know  that  his  name  was  used  in  that  connection  until  after 
the  appointment  was  made. 

He  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  a  number  of  terms, 
and  in  1 85 1  was  President  pro  tern  of  that  body. 

Col.  Shoemaker  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat  and  in  1858 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  most  of  the  State  Conventions  held  since  his  residence 
in  Michigan.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  Collector  of  Customs  for  the 
District  of  Detroit,  then  comprising  all  the  lake  ports  in  Michigan. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Conventions  which 
nominated  Tilden,  at  St.  Louis  in  1876,  and  Cleveland,  at  Chicago  in 
1884. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  Jackson  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  Masons, 
and  Jackson  Chapter,  R.  A.  Masons,  Col.  Shoemaker  became  a  member 
of  both,  and  in  1850  was  elected  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter.    In  1854, 
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1855,  and  J857,  he  was  elected  and  presided  as  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan.  He  was  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
was  its  second  Master,  and  was  again  elected  Master  in  1859  and  i860, 
and  was  Master  of  the  Lodge  when  in  1861  he  accepted  a  commission 
as  Colonel,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. He  has  always  been  an  active  Mason  and  has  taken  great 
interest  in  masonic  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States,  which  met  at  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  in  1852,  and  of  that  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1856.  After 
his  return  from  the  army  he  was  several  times  appointed  on  Com- 
mittees in  the  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  Masons;  and  in  1886  he  was  elect- 
ed Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  R.  &  S.  Masters,  the  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar,  and  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood. 

Col.  Shoemaker  had  been  a  member  of  "Michigan  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society"  since  the  first  year  of  its  formation  and  connected 
with  it  in  an  official  character  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Histor- 
ians, Vice  President  and  President. 

In  January,  1862,  he  was  offered,  and  accepted,  the  appointment  of 
Colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 
which  was  then  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at 
Kalamazoo.  Col.  Shoemaker  was  captured  near  Tyres  Springs,  Ken- 
tucky and  taken  to  the  headquarters  of  Generals  Bragg  and  Hardee, 
near  Carthage,  on  the  Cumberland  river,  from  there  to  Knoxville,  and 
Richmond,  with  a  short  sojourn  in  Libby  Prison.  He  was  exchanged 
and  joined  his  regiment  in  Kentucky  within  two  months  of  the  time  of 
his  capture. 

Among  the  engagements  in  which  he  participated  were  the  battles 
of  Owl  Creek,  and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Stevenson,  Shiloh,  Farmington, 
Gallatin,  Mill  Creek,  La  Vergne,  Stewart's  Creek  and  Stone  River  or 
Murfreesboro. 

During  the  time  that  Col.  Shoemaker  had  command  of  the  13th 
Michigan  Regiment,  it  marched  three  times  across  Kentucky,  twice 
across  Tennessee  into  Mississippi  at  Corinth,  and  once  across  Alabama. 

He  was  married  July  18th,  1850,  at  Macacheeck,  Ohio,  to  Juliet 
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Piatt,  daughter  of  J.  Wykoff  Piatt,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  She  died  Sep- 
tember 27th,  1854.  On  the  25th  of  August,  1857,  at  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y., 
he  married  Sarah  Wisner,  daughter  of  Henry  P.  Wisner,  Esq.  They 
have  three  children  living,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  of  a  family  of 
nine  born  to  them. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  Jackson,  on  November  10,  1895,  and  his 
burial  services  were  conducted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  in  life  he 
he  had  loved  so  well,  Grand  Master  Bowring  conducting  the  ceremonies. 

*  *  * 

MASONIC  EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
» 

Thirteen  Lodges  removed  to  new  halls,  and  set  up  for  themselves 
new  homes.  This  elicited  the  warm  commendation  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, who  reported  many  of  them  to  be  "halls  of  great  beauty  and  con- 
venience." 

Pinckney  Lodge,  No.  76,  surrendered  its  charter  immediately 
after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Internal  dissensions 
seemed  to  be  the  cause  of  this  step  being  taken.  The  lodge  remained 
dormant  for  six  years,  when,  upon  petition  of  some  of  the  former  mem- 
bers, the  charter  was  restored  in  1892,  and  this  lodge  resumed  its  for- 
mer place  among  the  working  bodies  of  the  state. 

Two  Lodges  in  Lansing,  and  also  two  in  Adrian,  were  consolidat- 
ed, adding  the  strength  of  the  weaker  to  the  stronger  ones. 

Special  Meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  held  at  three  differ- 
ent places  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stones  of  public  build- 
ings. May  14th,  Deputy  Grand  Master  Hatheway  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  normal  school  building  at  Alma;  July  18,  a  similar 
service  was  performed  for  the  Methodist  church  at  East  Jordan,  Broth- 
er Archibald  Buttars  acting  for  the  Grand  Master.  The  corner-stone 
of  the  new  Court  House  at  Houghton  was  laid  by  R.  H.  Brelsford  as 
proxy  for  Grand  Master  Shoemaker. 

An  earthquake  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  caused  great  dis- 
tress and  loss  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  and  afforded  another  chance 
for  the  exercise  of  that  charity  which  is  one  of  our  chief  corner-stones. 
With  characteristic  promptness  Grand  Master  Shoemaker  drew  an  or- 
der for  three  hundred  dollars  of  the  sum  set  apart  for  such  emergencies 
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the  year  before,  which  was  at  once  forwarded,  and  a  warm  letter  of  thanks 
from  the  Grand  Master  of  that  jurisdiction  gave  assurance  that  the 
aid  thus  afforded  was  timely  and  most  highly  appreciated. 

*  *  * 
1887. 

The  opening  of  this  year  found  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  so  much  improved  that  Grand  Master  Shoemaker  strong- 
ly recommended  the  reduction  of  the  per  capita  dues  to  twent3r-five 
cents  per  member.  He  believed  the  surplus  then  on  hand  was  suffi- 
ciently large  to  provide  for  any  emergency  likely  to  arise,  and  should 
not  be  materially  increased.  He  also  strongly  urged  that  oft-repeated 
and  ever  defeated  recommendation  that  the  pay  of  representatives  in 
Grand  Lodge  be  restricted  to  the  amount  the  lodge  had  paid  in,  or  at 
least  to  the  actual  expenses  of  the  representative,  that  he  should  not 
make  a  personal  profit  out  of  his  attendance  011  these  meetings.  An 
amendment  to  the  By-Laws  reducing  the  dues  to  thirty  cents  per  year 
was  also  defeated. 

On  the  subject  of  masonic  funerals,  Grand  Master  Shoemaker 

said: 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  observance 
of  masonic  ceremonies  at  funerals.  It  is  a  matter  that  at  this  time  is  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  Craft,  in  all  localities  where  there  are  Commanderies  of  Knights 
Templar,  to  an  extent  that  makes  it  one  requiring  your  serious  consideration.  It  is 
claimed  by  many  Masons  who  have  been  for  years  active  members  of  the  fraternity, 
and  whose  opinions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  Craft  are  formed  with  an  eye 
single  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  that  in  consequence  of  the  performance  of  the 
burial  service  of  all  Masons  who  are  Knights  Templar,  by  the  Sir  Knights,  with  the 
ritual  of  the  Commandery,  the  attendance  at  the  burial  of  Master  Masons,  when 
conducted  by  the  Lodge  is  attended  by  but  few  in  number,  and  to  a  great  degree 
neglected. 

Further,  it  is  claimed  that  Master  Masons  not  Sir  Knights,  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  attending  as  Masons  the  funeral  of  a  Sir  Knight,  as  they  now  practical- 
ly are,  for  the  Commanderies  are  composed  of  most  of  the  younger  and  more  active 
members  of  the  Lodges,  and  when  the  services  are  conducted  by  the  Commandery, 
it  takes  from  the  Lodges  most,  if  not  all  of  their  officers,  and  reduces  their  number 
so  that  they  cannot  appear  as  a  Lodge  if  they  wish  to  do  so.  The  proper  remedy, 
and  one  that  would  probably  be  satisfactory  to  the  Commanderies,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested, is  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  require  that  all  masonic  funerals  shall  be  conduct- 
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ed  by  Master  Lodges,  and  that  a  specified  number  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
manderies  be  requested  to  act  as  escort,  when  the  Brother  is  a  member  of  that 
Order. 

This  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  that  reported  one  year 
later,  quoting  the  regulations  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  recommending 
the  following,  which  was  adopted  as  a  standing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  recommends  to  all  subordinate  lodges  and 
their  members  in  this  grand  jurisdiction,  that  in  all  cases,  where  not  in  conflict  with 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Brother,  or  his  family  or  immediate  friends,  all  ma- 
sonic funerals  be  conducted  by  the  lodge;  and  in  case  the  Brother  was  a  Sir  Knight, 
that  the  Commandery  be  requested  to  act  as  escort;  and  this  grand  body  most  ur- 
gently requests  all  Masons  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  to  aid  in  carrying  out  this 
recommendation  in  their  respective  lodges,  to  the  end  that  •  the  lodge,  which  is  the 
real  and  only  foundation  on  which  the  higher  degrees  and  orders  must  build,  may 
have  that  complete  recognition  which  of  right  and  by  ancient  usage  belongs  to  it. 
But  nothing  in  this  recommendation  shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  lodges  from 
attending  funerals  when  conducted  by  Knights  Templar,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  deceased  Brother  or  his  friends. 

*  *  * 

At  this  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  another  temperance  resolution 
was  submitted,  making  it  a  masonic  offense,  the  punishment  for  which 
should  be  suspension  or  expulsion,  for  a  brother  to  deal  in  liquors  as  a 
beverage.  The  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table,  where  it  still  re- 
poses. 

The  Landon  property,  at  Niles,  was  taken  into  full  possession  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  it  having  been  necessary  to  foreclose  the  mortgage 
and  bid  in  the  property  in  order  to  secure  the  amount  involved  in  the 
defalcation.  This  late  Grand  Treasurer  had  been  expelled  by  his 
lodge  during  the  previous  year,  and  soon  afterwards  died.  It  is  deeply 
to  be  regretted  that  this  brother,  loved,  and  trusted,  and  honored  by  his 
brethren  for  so  many  years,  should,  in  his  declining  years  become  the 
victim  of  circumstances  which  must  forever  leave  a  cloud  upon  his 
memory.  Those  who  knew  him  well  will  not  believe  he  ever  harbored 
any  intent  of  wronging  the  Grand  Lodge  or  his  brethren,  but  becoming 
hopelessly  involved  in  his  financial  matters,  the  trust  funds  in  his 
possession  went  with  his  own  in  the  general  wreck  from  which  he  was 
unable  to  extricate  himself. 
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Rufus  C.  Hatheway,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  elected  Grand  Master 
for  the  year  1887.  In  assuming  the  chair,  he  appointed  the  usual 
standing  committees  for  the  year,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  not  a  single  Past  Grand  Master  was  placed  upon 
any  one  of  the  committees. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  R.  C.  HATHEWAY, 

GRAND  MASTER,  1887. 

Rufus  Claghorn  Hatheway  was  born  at  u01d  Landing,"  in  the  old 
town  of  Rochester,  (now  Marion),  Plymouth  County,  Massachusetts, 
December  21,  1837.  He  was  the  second  son  of  the  Hon.  Gilbert  Hath- 
eway, who  was  engaged  in  whale  fishery  and  commercial  pursuits  in 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1849,  en&ag^ng 
in  sawed  oak  stave  business  in  connection  with  his  eastern  interests. 

Rufus  passed  through  his  studies  in  school  with  credit,  always 
being  found  among  the  leaders  in  his  numerous  classes.  He  finished 
his  studies  at  the  Academy  quite  young,  expecting  to  take  a  higher 
collegiate  course.  His  ruling  passion  at  this  time,  however,  seemed  to 
be  for  a  seaman's  life,  and  upon  which  he  entered  instead  of  attending 
college.  This  life  he  followed  for  several  years,  sailing  in  various 
parts  of  the  world  and  advancing  to  honorable  positions  in  that  calling, 
but  at  his  mother's  earnest  solicitations  he  abandoned  that  life.  Early 
in  the  fifties  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  engaged  with  his  father  in  his 
stave  and  timber  business  in  eastern  Michigan,  the  field  of  operations 
being  in  what  is  called  the  "Thumb."  This  business  he  afterwards 
took  full  charge  and  control  of.  He  continued  the  management  until 
1865,  when  he  removed  to  the  western  part  of  the  state,  and  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  commercial  business  on  his  own  account.  He  met  with 
several  severe  losses  from  fire,  the  last  time  being  1879.  After  that 
time  he  was  engaged  in  real-estate,  insurance,  and  commission  lumber 
business. 

He  was  married  in  i860  to  Ama  A.  Sage,  of  Memphis,  Michigan, 
who  died  in  1876.  In  1883,  he  married  Lizzie,  eldest  daughter  of  Gen. 
William  P.  Innes.  He  and  his  family  were  all  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  from  the  time  of  the  or- 
ganization of  that  party  in  Michigan  to  his  death. 
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Brother  Hatheway  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ionia  Lodge,  No.  36,  in 
1868,  and  in  187 1  he  received  the  capitular  degrees  in  Ionia  Chapter, 
No.  14. 

He  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan  in  1877,  and  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1878. 

In  1886  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  1887  Grand 
Master,  which  exalted  station  he  occupied  for  one  year. 

He  was  a  Past  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Michigan. 

He  had  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  and  was  a  member  of  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory  in 
Grand  Rapids. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  on  Wednesday, 
December  9,  A.  D.,  1896,  after  a  wasting  illness  of  several  months  du- 
ration, and  was  buried  in  Fulton  Street  Cemetery,  Grand  Rapids,  on 
Sunday,  December  13,  1896,  with  the  honors  befitting  a  Past  Grand 
Master,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  conducting  the  masonic  cere- 
monies. 

* 

MASONIC  EVENTS. 

Grand  Master  Hatheway  gave  dispensations  for  six  new  lodges, 
located  at  Alpena,  Iron  Mountain,  Ironwood,  Bessemer,  Caledonia  and 
St.  Clair.  The  last  named  one  was  given  to  members  of  Evergreen 
Lodge,  No.  9,  whose  charter  he  revoked,  but  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  new  dispensation  was  revoked  and  the  original  char- 
ter restored.  This  matter  raised  a  very  spirited  discussion  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  sentiment  was  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the 
action  that  was  taken. 

Fourteen  new  lodge  rooms  were  dedicated,  at  Sangatuck,  Howell, 
Tawas  City,  Burlington,  Norway,  Alma,  Mancelona,  Ithaca,  Elsie, 
Manistique,  Buchanan,  Port  Austin,  Colon  and  Caro. 

The  Lodges  at  Caro,  Coloma,  Harrisville  and  Keelersville  were 
burned  out  this  year.  The  charter  of  the  last  named  had  just  been  sus- 
pended by  the  Grand  Master,  and  it  has  never  been  revived.  The  others 
were  soon  in  working  order  again. 
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An  Attempt  was  made  this  year  to  secure  from  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  remove  the  sentence  of  expulsion  which  it  had  passed  against 
Calvin  C.  Burt,  but  when  the  case  was  fully  argued  the  mandamus  was 
denied  and  the  sentence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  left  in  force. 

Grand  Master  Hatheway,  according  to  his  mileage  bills  presented 
and  paid,  travelled  over  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  miles  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  official  duties,  his  mileage  account  being  the  largest 
ever  presented  by  any  Michigan  Grand  Master. 

1888. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Hatheway  at  the  opening  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  year,  was  the  longest  ever  de- 
livered in  the  state,  occupying  nearly  four  hours  in  its  delivery.  The 
matters  which  he  presented  were  treated  at  great  length  with  no  at- 
tempt to  abbreviate,  and  he  did  not  spare  either  himself  or  his  audience 
in  its  delivery. 

At  this  annual  meeting,  the  charter  of  Anchor  Lodge  of  S.  O., 
No.  87,  at  Kalamazoo,  was  restored,  and  this  Lodge,  which  had  been 
dormant  for  twelve  years,  again  took  its  place  among  the  active  lodges. 
Its  charter  had  once  before  been  surrendered,  and  then  restored  after 
seven  years  of  innocuous  desuetude.  It  is  now  in  a  strong  and  healthy 
condition  and  promises  a  long  and  useful  life. 

*  * 

William  B.  Wilson,  of  Muskegon,  was  elected  Grand  Master  to 
succeed  R.  C.  Hatheway. 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  B.  WILSON. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1 888. 

Win.  B.  Wilson  was  born  in  Palmyra,  New  York,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1839.  After  a  thorough  training  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  time,  he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his 
father  in  mercantile  business,  and  remained  there  until  1858,  when  he 
removed  to  Hillsdale  and  opened  out  a  general  store.  In  1875  he  lo- 
cated in  Muskegon  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  In  1889  he 
removed  to  Detroit,  and  opened  a  retail  and  prescription  drug  store  in 
the  Whitney  Opera  House  block  on  Griswold  Street.  In  1892,  he  sold 
out  his  drug  business,  and  in  the  summer  of  the  same  year  removed 
to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  President  of  The 
Chemical  Manufacturing  Company,  Wholesale  Manufacturers  of  Ex- 
tracts, &c. 

Bro.  Wilson  has  always  been  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  besides 
filling  many  important  civic  positions  in  the  different  places  in  which 
he  has  resided,  held  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  for  Muskegon 
County  for  two  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Central  Committee  for  eight  years,  and  in  1885  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  State  Legislature  from  Muskegon,  and  while  there,  was  the 
author  of  the  present  Pharmacy  Law  of  Michigan,  which  passed  the 
Legislature  during  the  session  of  1885. 

Bro.  Wilson's  masonic  record  has  been  one  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  Masonry.  He  first  entered  the  portals  of  a  masonic  lodge  in  Hills- 
dale, in  1859,  receiving  the  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  Master  Mason  degrees  in 
Fidelity  Lodge,  No.  32.  He  creditably  filled  all  the  offices  in  Fidelity 
Lodge,  and  in  1884,  was  appointed  Grand  Senior  Deacon  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Michigan  by  Brother  Arthur  M.  Clark,  then  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  and  in  1888  presided  over  the  Grand  Lodge.  In 
1861  he  received  the  capitular  degrees  in  Hillsdale  Chapter,  No.  18, 
and  after  filling  the  minor  offices,  was  the  respected  High  Priest  for 
four  years. 
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He  was  Knighted  in  Eureka  Commandery,  No.  3,  in  1862,  and 
filled  all  the  offices  in  the  Commandery,  entered  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery of  the  state  in  1873,  and  after  holding  various  offices  in  this  Grand 
Body,  was  elected  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  in  1880. 

Brother  Wilson  is  also  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Moslem  Temple,  Detroit,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Damascus 
Commandery,  No.  42,  of  that  city. 

Brother  Wilson  has  always  led  an  active  business  life,  •  but  from 
the  day  he  first  received  masonic  light  he  has  been  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  craft,  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  advance  its  interests 
and  studiously  endeavoring  to  exemplify  in  his  life  the  ennobling  tenets 
of  the  Order.  In  all  positions  he  has  filled,  he  has  honorably  acquitted 
himself  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  friends,  and  is  respected 
and  honored,  both  as  a  man  and  a  Mason,  by  all  who  are  favored  with 
his  acquaintance.  For  the  last  few  years,  he  has  resided  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

MASONIC  EVENTS. 

New  Lodges  were  started  under  dispensation,  in  Downington, 
Sandusky,  Mayville  and  Lake  Odessa.  Applications  were  refused  for 
lodges  at  Sherwood  and  at  Gladwin.  -  Both  of  these  places,  however,  se- 
cured lodges  a  few  years  later. 

New  Halls  were  dedicated  in  Lake  Linden,  Byron,  Pentwater, 
East  Jordan,  Ypsilanli,  St.  Ignace,  Port  Huron,  Wacousta,  Coloma  and 
Hillsdale.  Thus  rapidly  were  the  lodges  securing  new  and  more  de- 
sirable homes. 

The  Two  Lodges  in  Cold  water  were  consolidated  under  the  char- 
ter of  the  older  one,  Tyre,  No.  18. 

The  Masonic  Halls  at  St.  Louis  and  Norway,  were  burned  this 
year. 

An  Appeal  for  assistance  was  received  in  September,  to  relieve 
distress  occasioned  by  the  yellow  fever  scourge  in  Florida.  Grand 
Master  Wilson  at  once  caused  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  be 
forwarded  from  the  Grand  Lodge  Treasury,  and  some  other  amounts 
were  sent  by  lodges,  but  no  general  call  was  made  upon  the  lodges  and 
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brethren  of  the  state,  as  a  telegram  from  Florida  said,  "stop  all  con- 
tributions, no  more  aid  is  needed." 

Death  took  from  this  jurisdiction  one  of  its  highly  esteemed  Past 
Grand  Masters,  who  had  long  been  one  of  the  bright  lights  of  our 
Grand  Lodge.  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Grand  Master  in  1863,  died  at 
his  home  in  Niles  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  Full  of  years,  and  crowned  with  well  earned 
honors,  he  entered  into  the  rest  prepared  for  the  faithful.  He  possessed 
a  cultivated  mind,  and  noble  and  manly  qualities.  His  dignified  bear- 
ing bespoke  that  he  was  in  a  most  eminent  degree,  a  true  and  courteous 
gentleman  of  the  old  school. 

The  TYLER,  a  new  masonic  journal,  was  started  in  Detroit  by 
Brownell  Brothers.  It  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  papers  of 
the  Craft,  and  is  notably  forcible  and  vigorous  in  its  utterances,  and 
strong  in  its  denunciations  of  what  it  considers  wrong. 

* 

*  * 
1889. 

Grand  Master  Wilson  was  succeeded  by  W.  Irving  Babcock,  of 
Niles,  who  was  elected  on  January  23,  1889,  to  govern  the  fraternity 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

* 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  W.  IRVING  BABCOCK. 

GRAND  MASTER,    1 889. 

W.  Irving  Babcock  was  born  at  Troy,  New  York,  Juyl  7,  1833. 
When  he  was  but  nine  years  old  his  father  died.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  at  Troy  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
tered the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Charlotteville,  New  York,  which  he 
attended  for  two  years,  after  which  he  continued  his  studies  at  Genesee 
College,  Lima,  in  that  state. 

After  leaving  school,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  time,  then 
as  contractor  until  1858,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  locating  in 
Van  Buren  County,  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In  1866  he  re- 
moved to  Niles,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  until  1889. 


lit- 


■it  « 


umber  tiaac  until 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


209 


He  has  been  an  earnest  and  faithful  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  ever  since  its  organization,  and  has  given  much  of  his  activity 
to  the  furtherance  of  his  party's  interests.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Niles,  overcoming  a  Democratic  majority  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  was  re-elected  the  next  year  by  an  increased  majority.  This 
shows  his  popularity  and  good  standing  among  his  own  fellow  citizens, 
where  he  is  so  well  known.  In  1884  he  was  alternate  delegate  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  from  his  district,  and  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  James  G.  Blaine  for  the  presidential  nomination. 

He  was  elected  state  senator  in  1887  and  re-elected  in  1889,  and 
served  four  years  with  ability  and  distinction,  being  a  sound  reasoner, 
an  able  debater  and  a  good  parliamentarian.  In  every  public  position 
in  which  he  has  been  placed,  he  has  fulfilled  the  expectation  of  his 
friends,  and  proven  himself  worthy  of  the  honors  that  have  been  be- 
stowed upon  him. 

Brother  Babcock  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Niles  Lodge,  No. 
97,  June  9,  1873.  The  next  year  he  was  Senior  Deacon  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  Junior  Warden.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1879  he  was 
elected  Worshipful  Master,  serving  in  that  capacity  two  years,  and  af- 
ter this  lodge  was  consolidated  with  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge,  No.  4, 
in  1883,  he  was  again  called  to  the  Master's  chair  and  served  two  years 
more.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  Senior  Grand  Deacon  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  Grand  Master  Farnum,  and  from  that  time  was  advanced 
year  by  year,  until  in  1890  he  was  called  to  fill  the  honorable  station  of 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  the  duties  of  which  high  office  he  dis- 
charged with  ability  and  credit. 

He  received  the  Capitular  degrees  in  St.  Joseph  Valley  Chapter, 
No.  2,  being  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  May  28,  1874,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1 88 1,  was  elected  High  Priest,  and  re-elected  the  following  year. 

He  received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  Niles  Commandery,  No. 
12,  and  was  its  Eminent  Commander  for  two  years. 

Brother  Babcock  is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  communications  of 
Grand  Lodge,  and  his  ability  and  experience  make  him  a  valuable 
member  of  that  body.    "May  his  shadow  never  grow  less." 
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DOINGvS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

The  PER  capita  dues  were  this  year  reduced  to  thirty  cents,  which 
sum  has  since  produced  an  ample  revenue  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  masonic  home  was  becoming  an  assured  fact.  Grounds  had 
been  purchased  and  a  building  had  been  commenced.  It  now,  for  the 
first  time,  received  some  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  Grand 
Master  Wilson  gave  it  a  strong  endorsement,  and  a  special  committee, 
of  which  Brother  Jefferson  S.  Conover  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  its  plans,  its  claims  and  its  needs.  This  com- 
mittee endorsed  the  Home  in  no  uncertain  language,  and  were  given 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  to  complete  their  report,  as  to  what  ex- 
tent, if  any,  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  lodges  of  the  state  should  become 
identified  with  this  institution. 

The  subject  of  proper  clothing  to  be  worn  at  masonic  funerals 
was  made  a  matter  of  consideration  by  a  special  committee,  and  on  their 
recommendation,  the  following  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  standing  res- 
olutions of  this  jurisdiction: 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  clothing  to  be  worn  at  masonic  funerals,  aud  which  is 
hereby  adopted  as  such  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  shall  consist  of  black  coat,  pants  and  vest, 
and  hat,  white  gloves  and  apron,  crape  on  left  arm  above  the  elbow,  and  a  sprig  of 
evergreen  on  the  left  breast;  the  apron,  which  is  the  distinguishing  badge  of  a 
Mason,  in  all  cases,  to  be  worn  outside  the  coat.  While  it  is  not  meant  to  be  obligatory, 
yet  all  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby  recommended,  and  most  strongly  urged, 
to  require  the  members  to  conform  to  this  resolution  in  all  cases  where  it  will  not 
work  a  hardship  upon  them. 

A  key  to  the  esoteric  work,  written  by  Brother  John  Barney  when 
he  was  working  in  Michigan  nearly  fifty  years  before,  and  which  was  in 
possession  of  Brother  James  Fenton,  former  Grand  Secretary,  was  pur- 
chased from  him  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  has  since  been  safely  depos- 
ited in  its  archives.  It  is  of  great  value  to  the  fraternity  and  an 
enduring  memorial  of  the  noted  masonic  teacher  who  prepared  it. 

* 

.     .  EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  most  important  masonic  event,  perhaps,  that  Michigan  ever 
witnessed,  occurred  at  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  on  May  21st  of  this 
year,  when  the  corner-stone  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  was  laid  by 
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Grand  Master  Babcock,  assisted  by  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  The  Grand  Commandery  was  holding  its  annual  conclave 
there  at  that  time,  and  with  many  of  its  constituent  commanderies,  es- 
corted the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  grounds  of  the  Home,  where,  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  the  masonic  ceremonies 
peculiar  to  such  occasions  were  conducted,  a  more  complete  account  of 
which  will  be  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter  treating  of  this  Home. 
By  its  acts  upon  this  occasion,  the  Grand  Lodge  became  really  identi- 
fied with  this  praiseworthy  undertaking. 

July  4TH,  of  this  year,  the  Grand  Lodge  again  met  in  special  ses- 
sion in  Grand  Rapids  and  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  and  magnifi- 
cent Court  House  since  erected  there.  DeMolai  Commandery  acted 
as  special  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  lodges  of  the  city,  and  the 
occasion  was  one  of  rare  interest. 

July  nth,  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  hall  for  Flushing  Lodge  was 
laid.  This  was  made  an  important  day  for  the  Masons  of  that  place. 
Flint  and  Corunna  Commanderies  were  present,  and  made  an  imposing 
parade,  which  elicited  much  praise  from  the  multitude  there  assembled. 

July  12TH,  the  Grand  Master  laid  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  East  Saginaw. 

August  29TH,  Deputy  Grand  Master  John  S.  Cross,  acting  for  the 
Grand  Master,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  superb  new  Court  House  at 
Allegan. 

September  24th,  Past  Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  as  proxy 
for  the  Grand  Master,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church 
at  Port  Huron.  This  was  the  first  occasion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being 
called  upon  to  perform  this  service  for  a  church  in  that  city  and  great 
interest  was  niauifiested  in  the  exercises.  The  day  was  fine  and  great 
numbers  witnessed  the  ceremonies. 

Eleven  Lodges  moved  "out  of  the  old  house  into  the  new,"  this 
year  and  that  number  of  dedications  were  held,  besides  two  for  new 
lodges. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for,  and  new  lodges  started  at  Glad- 
win, Bellaire  and  Gladstone.  All  have  proven  healthy  and  vigorous  in 
the  years  that  have  since  passed. 
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Three  lodges  lost  their  halls  and  furniture  by  fire,  viz:  Au  Sable, 
No.  243:  Leonard,  No.  266,  and  St.  Charles,  No.  313. 

The  pale-winged  messenger,  whose  summons  never  goes  unheed- 
ed, again  entered  our  jurisdiction  and  took  from  us  the  most  venerable 
of  our  Past  Grand  Masters,  Salathiel  C.  Coffinbury,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Constantine,  September  20th,  aged  eighty  years.  The  Grand 
Lodge  met  in  emergent  communication  on  September  23d.,  and  con- 
ducted the  funeral  obsequies  at  his  grave. 

That  Masonic  Charity  which  is  world-wide  in  reputation,  which 
knows  no  state  or  national  boundaries,  but  which  is  ever  ready  to  re- 
spond to  the  cry  of  distress,  found  this  year  another  opportunity  for 
the  exercise  of  its  beneficent  work.  The  terrible  Johnstown  flood 
called  for  its  exercise  in  behalf  of  those  who  had  suffered  thereby.  The 
cries  of  distress  were  heard  throughout  the  land.  Aid  was  solicited 
from  all  quarters  and  special  appeal  was  made  to  the  masonic  fraternity 
throughout  the  world.  Without  waiting  to  circulate  an  appeal  to  the 
lodges,  Grand  Master  Wilson  at  once  directed  the  forwarding  of  five 
hundred  dollars  from  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  immedi- 
ate relief  of  those  whose  necessities  must  be  at  once  relieved. 

* 

1890. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  Lansing  this 
year,  the  sessions  being  held  in  Representative  Hall  in  the  Capital 
Building. 

Among  the  important  subjects  consided,  was  the  Masonic  Home. 
The  committee  appointed  the  previous  year  made  a  strong  plea  in  its 
behalf,  the  following  being  a  part  of  their  report: 

Your  special  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to 
report  "to  what  extent,  if  any,  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the  lodges  of  the  state  should 
become  identified  with  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,"  have  given  the  most  careful 
thought  and  study  to  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  would  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  Masonic  Home  Association  has,  by  the  untiring  energy  of  its  officers  and 
the  generosity  of  the  craft  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  brought  this  most 
worthy  undertaking  to  a  point  where  its  ultimate  success  can  no  longer  be  a  matter 
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of  doubt.  This  association  has  acquired  thirty-three  acres  of  land  contiguous  to  the 
city  of  Grand  Rapids,  beautifully  located  upon  the  banks  of  Reed's  Lake,  upon 
which  they  have  erected  an  imposing  brick  structure  four  stories  in  height,  which, 
although  designed  eventually  to  form  only  one  wing  of  the  completed  building,  yet 
is  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  fully  meet  the  probable  requirements  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  corner-stone  of  this  grand  edifice  was  laid  by  Grand  Master  Babcock 
in  May  last,  and  was  the  occasion  of  a  masonic  gathering  seldom  equaled  in  our 
country,  as  many  of  you  can  testify  from  personal  observation.  The  contributions 
of  the  Craft  have  kept  the  work  of  this  association  steadily  advancing,  until  now, 
this  building  is  nearing  completion,  and  at  its  present  stage,  is,  with  the  grounds, 
worth  $50,000.00  to  $55,000.00. 

Thus  far  the  work  of  this  association  has  been  carried  forward  by  voluntary 
contributions  from  lodges,  chapters,  and  commanderies,  and  from  members  and 
friends  of  this  great  fraternity,  without  any  financial  aid  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Your  committee  believes  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  Grand  Body 
should  give  to  this  "noble  and  glorious  undertaking''  more  substantial  aid  than 
mere  words  of  praise  and  cheer.  We  believe,  that  to  carry  out  the  true  idea  of  a 
Masonic  Home,  it  should  be,  in  a  certain  measure,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  make  it,  in  the  truest  sense,  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  and  as 
such,  the  special  charge  of  the  Craft  in  the  whole  state. 

****** 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  question  of  a  special  annual  assessment  upon 
the  membership  in  the  state  for  the  support  of  the  home,  but  are  not  prepared  to 
make  a  recommendation  upon  that  particular  matter.  It  appears  to  us  that  a  trial 
for  a  year  of  the  plans  proposed  in  the  recommendations  at  the  close  of  this  report, 
would  quite  clearly  show  whether  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  the  plan  of  assessments, 
and  we  recommend  that  this  particular  part  of  the  question  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  committee  for  another  year,  and  that  all  other  matters  regarding  the  rela- 
tions of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Masonic  Home  which  may  arise  during  the  year, 
be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  report  upon  at  the  same  time. 

Your  committee  believes  that  the  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is 
such  as  to  warrant  a  liberal  appropriation  to  the  home,  and  that  it  should  now  be 
made. 

****** 

In  accordance  with  the  views  above  set  forth,  your  committee  recommends: 

1.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  make  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  at  this  time  to  the 
Michigan  Masonic  Home,  and  such  other  appropriations  from  year  to  year,  as,  in  its 
judgment,  its  financial  condition  will  warrant. 

2.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  recommends  to  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  As- 
sociation a  change  in  their  articles  of  association  and  by-laws,  making  the  Grand 
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Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Senior  Grand  Warden,  ex  officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  that  association. 

3.  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  in  his  annual  address  each  year, 
give  to  the  Grand  Lodge  such  matters  of  information  concerning  the  condition  and 
workings  of  the  home  as,  in  his  judgment,  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Craft  and  for 
the  good  both  of  the  fraternity  and  of  the  home. 

4.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  recommends  and  urges  upon  every  lodge  in  the 
state  to  make  as  liberal  appropriations  to  the  home  as  their  financial  condition  will 
warrant,  and  that  each  lodge  become  voluntarily  interested  to  at  least  the  amount 
of  one  life  membership  in  the  association. 

5.  That  St.  John  the  Baptist's  day,  June  24,  in  each  year,  be  designated  as 
Masonic  Home  day,  and  every  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  be  requested  to  devote  that 
day  to  the  work  of  raising  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home, 
by  entertainments,  solicitation,  donation  or  otherwise,  as  may  seem  best  adapted  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  individual  lodges. 

The  report  provoked  much  discussion  and  was  finally  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  who  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $3,000 
instead  of  $5,000,  as  specified  in  the  report.  Finally,  on  motion  of  M. 
W.  Brother  Henry  Chamberlain,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Graud  Lodge  of  Michigan  donate  from  its 
surplus  fund,  to  the  Masonic  Home  Association  of  Michigan,  located  at  Grand 
Rapids,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  this  Grand  Lodge  assuming  no  respon- 
sibility for  its  control  or  management;  the  Grand  Lodge  reasserting  the  doctrine  so 
long  held  by  it,  that  it  is  not  competent  to  assess  Masons  or  lodges  for  charitable 
purposes. 

Xt  the  election  of  officers,  Brother  John  S.  Cross,  of  Bangor,  was 
chosen  to  be  the  chief  among  his  brethren  for  that  year. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  S.  CROSS. 

GRAND  MASTER,  1890. 


John  S.  Cross  was  born  May  4,  1849,  at  Bangor,  Van  Buren  Coun- 
ty, Michigan,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father's  farm  in  that 
township.  Like  most  farmer's  sons,  his  early  education  was  limited  to 
the  country  schools,  except  a  term  or  two  in  the  high  school  after  the 
railroad  had  come  and  a  village  had  grown  up  around  and  upon  the 
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home  farm.  Unlike  many  farmer's  boys  however,  only  the  lighter  por- 
tions of  the  farm  labor  seem  to  have  fallen  to  him,  and  time  and  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  indulge  his  inherited  taste  for  reading,  and  for 
hunting,  trapping  and  fishing  in  the  streams  and  woods  near  his  home. 
Naturally  of  slender  physique,  this  course  of  training  may  have  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  excellent  health  of  later  years,  and  while  it  may 
have  made  him  a  dreamer  and  impaired  his  social  qualities,  it  left  an 
abiding  taste  for  field  sports  and  light  literature.  The  father  of  Brother 
Cross  was  a  surveyor  as  well  as  a  farmer,  and  he  himself  had  had  some  • 
practice  as  an  assistant  in  work  of  this  character,  and  so,  after  an  ex- 
perience of  three  months  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  South  Haven, 
he  was  glad  to  accept  a  minor  position  with  a  surveying  party,  and  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age  was  employed  as  guide  and  chainman  in  the 
preliminary  surveys  for  the  Chicago  and  Michigan  Lake  Shore  R.  R. 
He  remained  with  this  company  two  years,  except  one  term  at  Hillsdale 
College,  and  was  promoted  through  the  various  grades  of  employment  to 
the  position  of  Assistant  Engineer  in  charge  of  construction  work.  Up- 
on the  completion  of  this  road,  he  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  for  three 
years  was  engaged  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in 
railroad  and  mining  engineering.  Upon  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
latter  company  in  1874,  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business  at  Bangor,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, giving  but  a  small  portion  of  his  time  to  his  profession. 

As  a  business  man  he  has  been  active,  energetic  and  moderately 
successful.  He  is  identified  with  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
active  in  Church  and  Sunday  School  work. 

After  filling  various  offices,  he  was  in  1884,  and  again  in  1886,  the 
choice  of  his  party  for  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  While  per- 
forming his  routine  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency,  his 
claim  to  remembrance  as  a  legislator  will  doubtless  rest  upon  his  la- 
bors to  revise  the  laws  in  relation  to  assessment  life  insurance.  Against 
intense  and  bitter  opposition  his  measure  was  adopted,  and  so  success- 
ful has  been  its  operation  that  it  has  since  remained  unchanged. 

Since  retiring  from  the  legislature  in  1888,  Brother  Cross  has 
steadily  declined  to  become  a  candidate  for  office. 

His  masonic  history  began  in  July,  187 1,  when  he  received  the 
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first  three  degrees  in  Masonry  in  Coffinbury  Lodge,  No.  204,  at  Bangor, 
Michigan.  He  soon  after  became  a  member  of  Lawrence  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M.,  from  which  he  was  dimitted  to  become  a  charter  member  and 
first  King  of  Bangor  Chapter,  No.  105.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Law- 
rence Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  of  Malta  Commandery,  K.  T.,  at  Benton 
Harbor,  Michigan.  He  has  served  several  terms  as  W.  M.  of  his  lodge, 
and  H.  P.  of  the  chapter.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1882,  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
lodges.  He  has  filled  the  various  offices  of  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  Jun- 
ior Grand  Warden,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  succession.  He  has  served  for  several  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  the  Masonic  Home,  and  is  the  representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Louisiana  and  Colorado  near  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Michigan. 

During  his  term  of  office  as  Grand  Master,  and  as  the  crowning 
act  of  his  administration,  he  dedicated  the  Masonic  Home  at  Grand 
Rapids,  an  institution  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  and 
which  he  has  labored  with  tongue  and  pen  to  promote.  While  Brother 
Cross  has  endeavored  to  serve  the  Craft  like  the  ancient  brethren,  with 
freedom,  fervency  and  zeal,  yet  proprierty  not  less  than  inclination  re- 
quires that  the  final  estimate  of  his  life  work  in  Masonry,  remain  with 
those  who  have  honored  him  by  their  preferment  and  whom  it  has  been 
his  pleasure  to  serve — the^Masons  of  Michigan. 

MASONIC  EVENTS. 

A  great  fire  devasted  the  village  of  Whitehall,  on  September 
20th,  and  Whitehall  Lodge,  No.  310,  shared  in  the  general  loss,  its 
hall  and  furniture  being  burned.  The  lodge  accepted  a  temporary  home 
with  Montague  Lodge,  one  mile  distant,  until  another  hall  could  be 
provided  for  it. 

Twelve  new  lodge-rooms  were  dedicated  and  that  number  of  lodges 
moved  into  new  homes. 

Three  corner-stones  were  laid  this  year,  oue  being  for  the 
Union  School  building  at  Homer,  another  the  Court  House  of  Iron 
County,  at  Crystal  Falls,  the  other  one  that  of  the  Carey  Centennial 
Baptist  Church,  at  Fowerville. 
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Only  one  lodge  was  started  this  year  under  dispensation,  that 
one  being  at  Ashley. 

The  Celestial  Archer,  whose  unerring  darts,  but  lightly  touch- 
ing, change  the  mortal  for  immortal  life,  claimed  for  his  own,  one  of 
our  brighest  jewels,  in  the  person  of  our  illustrious  Past  Grand  Master, 
J.  Adams  Allen,  who  was  Grand  Master  in  the  year  1859.  The  records 
of  his  life  and  work  fill  a  large  page  in  history,  and  few  will  leave 
behind  them  more  enduring  fame  than  this  departed  brother.  He  was 
a  great  man  every  way.  Great  in  his  literary  attainments,  great  in  his 
eloquence,  great  in  his  hold  upon  the  scientific  world,  great  in  his 
efforts  to  alleviate  human  suffering,  and  great  in  his  love  for  the  teach- 
ings of  Masonry.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  multitude 
of  friends  he  left  behind. 

* 

The  increase  in  membership  during  the  ten  year  period  now  clos- 
ing, was  a  little  over  five  thousand,  being  31,864  at  this  time.  The  num- 
ber of  lodges  increased  twenty-four  in  the  same  time,  notwithstanding 
the  consolidation  of  several  and  the  suspension  of  quite  a  number. 

TEN  YEARS  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY. 
1881-1890. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1881,  a  movement 
was  inaugurated  looking  to  the  preparation  of  a  complete  historical 
register  of  all  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  state.  The  first  resolution 
upon  this  subject  was  introduced  by  Companion  F.  A.  Blades,  in  the 
following  language: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  prepare  a  ledger  for  a  Record 
of  the  Masonic  life  of  every  member  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the  state,  in  which  Record 
provision  shall  be  made  for  the  time  and  place  in  which  the  member  has  received 
the  several  degrees  of  Masonry. 

This  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  Companion  L.  G.  Ruther- 
ford was  chairman,  and  a  majority  and  minority  report  submitted. 
After  much  discussion  it  was  finally  referred  to  another  special  com- 
mittee to  report  one  year  later,  and  from  this  time  this  subject  was 
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designated  as  "The  Blades-Rutherford  Resolutions."  The  matter  was 
before  the  Grand  Chapter  annually  for  several  years,  that  body  approv- 
ing it  at  each  successive  step,  until  finally  the  Grand  Secretary  was 
directed  to  procure  the  necessary  books  and  blanks,  and  to  procure 
from  the  subordinate  Chapters  the  necessary  data  and  complete  such 
historical  record.  This  was  finally  done.  The  necessary  blanks  were 
furnished  to  the  Chapters  upon  which  to  record  the  historical  data 
desired.  A  fine  set  of  books  were  procured  for  the  Grand  Secretary's 
office,  and  they  are  there  to  this  day,  in  all  their  purity  and  spotlessness, 
not  a  line  or  letter  ever  having  been  recorded  therein.  This  was  not 
through  any  fault  of  Grand  Secretary  Innes,  who  thoroughly  desired 
the  completion  of  this  work,  but  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Chapters 
did  not  furnish  the  information  required  of  them  and  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter took  no  steps  to  compel  them  to  do  so,  and  therefore  this  much  to 
be  desired  work  yet  remains  undone.  Some  time  it  will  doubtless  be 
taken  up  and  carried  to  completion,  but  each  year's  delay  adds  greatly 
to  the  difficulties  that  will  be  encountered  in  making  such  a  record 
complete  in  all  its  details. 

* 

*  * 

Charles  H.  Axtell,  of  Ionia,  was  chosen  to  govern  the  Royal 
Craft  for  the  year  1881. 

Grand  High  Priest  Axtell  performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  his 
exalted  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Body  which  he  governed  and 
retired  at  the  close  of  his  term  with  the  well  earned  esteem  of  the  Royal 
Craft  of  Michigan.  Not  long  after  the  close  of  this  service  he  re- 
moved to  California,  and  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  resided  in  Los 
Angeles.  Though  not  retaining  membership  in  the  Order,  he  still 
entertains  the  most  pleasant  memories  of  his  connection  with  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  this  state,  and  each  year  peruses  the  annual  printed 
proceedings  with  great  interest. 

Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1,  moved  into  its  new  and  commodious 
quarters  in  the  Wayne  County  Savings  Bank  building  in  the  spring  of 
this  year.  This  place  remained  the  home  of  these  companions  until 
the  erection  of  the  present  magnificent  temple  on  Lafayette  Avenue, 
when  they  "entered  the  promised  land,"  and  took  up  their  abode  in 
their  present  elegant  hall. 


It'll/./.  1.1/  S.  J'l  VV<  A" 


•  •'.  ')         1      ••:  ii'-l  and 

!• .  x-  •     *  "*         r\  'a  t*  lu-  iv- 
■  -  \>  r«     1   J  ni  L.k 

in  tuc  (  >!  A  r,  lie  ^til! 

j-'TUM  s  *  ne  a::1:  a  ,1  pointed 


ri.,u<   ii»'\v  a'.'!   <  < uaiiu  u!« 
v  ■  •        .■  <  iiank  laiildni-^  in  l\w  spring  «»t 

«v  hi'iin-  <  f  ilu^e  cmp  inions  ruti* 
..."      i  \        tvinple  on   Laf.-\etU'  Avenue, 
«•  :         p:     '        .\  and  took   up  tiu-ir  aood*'  in 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


223 


Whitehall  and  Montague  both  tried  to  secure  Chapters,  but 
being  less  than  one  mile  apart,  and  it  being  impossible  to  place  two 
so  near  together,  he  refused  both  and  returned  the  papers  and  fees  in 
both  cases,  and  neither  place  has  ever  secured  a  Chapter. 

1882. 

William  S.  Turck,  of  Alma  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and 
governed  the  craft  during  the  year  1882. 

SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  S.  TURCK. 

William  S.  Turck  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  but  a  full-fledged 
American  in  every  other  respect.  His  parents  were  born  and  resided 
in  New  York,  his  father  being  an  officer  in  a  New  York  regiment  during 
the  war  of  1812. 

In  1836  they  removed  to  Ontario,  Canada,  settling  near  Port  Hope, 
where  William  was  born,  August  7th;  1839,  and  where  he  spent  his 
boyhood  days,  receiving  a  common  school  education.  In  i860,  as  he 
attained  his  majority,  he  naturally  turned  his  footsteps  to  the  "land  of 
the  free,"  and  we  find  him  settling  in  Michigan.  The  breaking  out  of 
the  civil  war  soon  after  that,  fired  his  heart  with  all  the  latent  patriotism 
he  had  inherited,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  26th  Regiment  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  twenty- 
eight  battles  with  that  regiment.  He  was  captain  and  acting  major 
during  the  spring  of  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

He  returned  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Alma,  which  place  has 
since  been  his  home,  and  where  he  has  received  from  his  fellow  citizens 
repeated  evidences  of  their  confidence  and  esteem. 

He  has  been  Supervisor  seven  years;  County  Treasurer  six  }^ears; 
Representative  in  State  Legislature  four  years;  President  of  the  Village 
of  Alma  two  years.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Michigan  Soldiers'  Home  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  has  been  for  many 
years  engaged  in  the  banking  business  in  Alma,  but  with  his  many 
other  duties  is  able  to  find  time  to  manage  his  farm  near  that  place. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ithaca  Lodge,  No.  123,  July  6,  1861, 
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and  in  1868  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Royal  and  Select 
Master  in  Ithaca  Chapter  and  Council.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
created  a  Knight  Templar  in  St.  Johns  Commandery. 

He  has  served  as  Worshipful  Master  of  Alma  Lodge  one  year,  and 
High  Priest  of  Ithaca  Chapter  six  years.  In  1881,  he  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest  and  served  with  great  credit  during  that  year. 

For  several  years  he  has  spent  the  winters  in  the  south  and  thus 
has  not  been  seen  in  the  recent  convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

*  * 

EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  Annual  convocation,  the  venerable  J.  Eastman  Johnson 
was  made  an  honorary  life  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  a  testi- 
monial of  the  regard  and  veneration  of  his  companions  and  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  distinguished  services  to  the  craft. 

A  charter  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Sparta,  Kent 
county,  no  dispensation  having  previously  been  issued. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Chapters  were  granted  by  Grand 
High  Priest  Turck.  They  were  located  at  Menominee,  Negaunee, 
Cheboygan  and  Stanton. 

White  Pigeon  Chapter  was  removed  to  Constautine  and  the 
name  was  subsequently  changed  to  that  of  the  latter  place. 

Tecumseh  Chapter  became  discouraged  and  surrendered  its 
charter  in  this  year,  and  was  sorry  for  it  soon  thereafter,  and  it  was 
only  at  the  end  of  a  prolonged  struggle,  lasting  several  years,  that  its 
restoration  was  secured. 

Death  took  one  of  the  Grand  Officers  in  the  person  of  Grand 
Sentinel  William  V.  Griffith,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Detroit  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  Grand 
Sentinel  for  all  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies  for  many  years  and  made 
many  true  friends  who  sincerely  mourned  his  death. 

1883. 

The  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  this  year  was  held 
in  Detroit.  The  companions  chose  George  Hill,  of  Portland,  as  Grand 
High  Priest  and  entrusted  the  Royal  Craft  to  his  guidance  for  that  year. 
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George  Hill  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  a  dispensation  for  Port- 
land Lodge  in  1848,  and  was  its  first  Senior  Warden,  and  the  next 
year  was  Worshipful  Master,  and  again  in  1853. 

He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Ionia  Chapter,  No.  14,  De- 
cember 17,  1858,  and  in  1861  and  1862  was  High  Priest  of  that  Chap- 
ter. February  22,  1865  he  dimitted  and  the  next  month  joined  with 
others  in  petitioning  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Portland.  This  was  granted 
and  he  was  the  first  High  Priest,  and  was  afterwards  Secretary,  and 
again  High  Priest  in  1885,  after  he  had  served  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

He  dimitted  in  1886  and  removed  to  California,  where  he  has  since 
resided, 

EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Three  new  Chapters  sprang  into  life  in  1883  under  the  authority 
of  dispensations  from  M.  E.  Companion  Hill.  They  were  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Reed  City  and  Frankfort.  Petitions  were  also  presented  from 
Marcellus  and  Ovid,  which  the  Grand  High  Priest  declined  to  grant 
and  referred  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  That  body,  at  its  next  meeting, 
gave  a  charter  to  Ovid,  but  not  to  Marcellus,  but  this  place  received  one 
some  years  later. 

Frederick  Hall,  who  was  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  1858 
and  1859,  died  at  his  home  in  Ionia,  April  26th,  after  a  very  brief  ill- 
ness. He  was  a  pioneer  of  Ionia  County  and  had  been  thoroughly 
identified  with  its  growth  and  developement.  His  rare  business  quali- 
fications gained  for  him  universal  respect  and  his  unvarying  courtesy 
and  sociability  won  the  love  of  those  who  were  thrown  into  intimate  re- 
lations with  him. 

Two  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  George  C.  Munro  and  William  L. 
Greenly,  who  have  been  fully  noticed  in  another  chapter,  died  during 
this  year. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Denver,  Colorado,  in  Aug- 
ust of  this  year,  and  Michigan  was  represented  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  Alfred 
I.  Sawyer,  who  gave  to  the  Grand  Body  a  detailed  and  interesting 
report  of  his  trip  and  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Body  he  attended.  Some 
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changes  were  there  made  in  the  esoteric  work,  which  Companion  Saw- 
yer fully  explained  for  the  benefit  of  the  Companions  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  Charter  of  Caro  Chapter,  No.  96,  was  arrested  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  for  violating  the  constitution  and  edicts  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  but  deeming  the  punishment  sufficient,  that  body  restored  the 
charter  at  its  next  meeting. 

*  * 
1884. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  January,  1884, 
the  companions  elected  Theron  F.  Giddings,  of  Kalamazoo,  as  their 
Grand  High  Priest  for  that  year,  and  he  entered  upon  the  work  with 
zeal  and  ability,  and  discharged  its  duties  in  a  thoroughly  business-like 
manner. 

SKETCH  OF  THERON  F.  GIDDINGS. 

Theron  F.  Giddings  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  having  been  born  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  on  Christmas,  1843,  an^  Kalamazoo  has  been  his 
home  all  his  life,  though  sometimes  temporarily  absent  on  official  work. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  Kalamazoo 
College. 

In  1869,  he  was  married  to  Julia  E.  D'Arcambal,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter. 

His  public  life  has  been  largely  a  political  one,  and  he  has  long 
been  considered  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members  of 
the  republican  party,  which  has  honored  him  with  many  places  of  trust 
and  responsibility  during  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years. 

He  was  City  Treasurer  for  the  years  1875-6-7,  and  for  the  twelve 
years  from  1879  to  1891  was  the  efficient  county  clerk.  In  1891,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  Comptroler  of  Currency  as  receiver  of  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank  of  Marshall,  and  settled  its  affairs  by  paying  deposit- 
ors in  full  with  interest  on  their  claims. 

In  1893,  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Insurance  by  Govern- 
or Rich,  and  served  as  such  for  four  years.    He  is  now  Superintend- 
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ent  of  Agencies  for  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  a 
position  for  which  his  intimate  knowledge  of  insurance  matters  emi- 
nently fits  him. 

He  received  all  his  masonic  degrees  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  and 
Commandery,  in  Kalamazoo,  and  has  always  taken  a  leading  part  in 
the  work  of  all  those  Bodies.  He  is  a  Past  High  Priest  of  Kalamazoo 
Chapter  and  Past  Commander  of  Peninsular  Commandery, 

In  1884  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  administered  the 
affairs  of  Capitular  Masonry  for  a  year  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  regular  and  influential  at- 
tendant at  the  annual  meetings. 

He  is  right  in  the  prime  of  life,  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  prom- 
ises many  years  of  active  usefulness.  That  such  may  be  his  lot  is  the 
wish  of  his  many  friends  in  and  out  of  the  masonic  fraternity. 

* 

*  * 
1885. 

W.  IRVING  LATIMER, 

GRAND  HIGH  PRIEST. 

W.  Irving  Latimer  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  on 
the  5th  day  of  August,  1836.  When  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age  he  came  to  Michigan,  believing  this  to  be  a  better  field  to  develop 
a  young  man  than  the  east.  He  located  in  Newaygo  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Newaygo  Lumber  Company. 

He  went  to  Big  Rapids  September  20,  1866,  and  that  place  has 
since  been  his  home.  A  part  of  the  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  the  rest  of  the  time  public  work,  of  which  he  has 
done  more  than  most  men  of  his  age.  He  has  held  the  various  posi- 
tions of  City  Treasurer,  County  Treasurer,  Mayor,  Auditor  General  of 
the  State,  Representative  in  State  Legislature,  and  is  now  ably  rep- 
resenting his  district  in  the  State  Senate.  In  1876  he  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Central  Committee  of  the  Republican  party.  In  all  of  his 
official  positions  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  the  people  whom  he 
represented  and  the  bodies  in  which  he  served. 
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His  masonic  record  is  one  of  equal  credit.  He  was  made  a  Master 
Mason  in  Newaygo  Lodge,  No.  131,  October  5,  1861;  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  7,  June  2,  1862;  A  Knight  Templar  in 
DeMolai  Commandery,  No.  5,  Grand  Rapids;  a  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ter in  Tyre  Council,  No.  10,  Grand  Rapids. 

In  all  these  different  branches  of  the  masonic  family  he  has  been 
honored  with  the  position  of  presiding  officer.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  after  having  filled  the  success- 
ive chairs  leading  up  to  that  high  station.  His  titles  are  numerous 
and  indicative  of  high  honors. 

* 

EVENTS   OF  THE  YEAR. 

Quincy,  Flushing,  and  Williamston  each  secured  dispensations 
from  M.  E.  Companion  Latimer  for  new  Chapters,  and  set  up  new 
capitular  homes  of  their  own. 

Seven  Chapters  removed  into  new  halls  that  had  been  prepared. 
They  were  in  Big  Rapids,  Ann  Arbor,  Rockford,  Portland,  Battle 
Creek,  Niles  and  Cassopolis. 

Samuel  H.  Norton,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  died  suddenly  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April. 

James  A.  Dyer,  Grand  King  in  the  year  1855,  died  at  his  home 
in  Jackson  on  July  23rd,  aged  seventy  three  years.  He  had  been  a 
resident  of  Jackson  since  1835,  and  prominently  identified  with  its 
history  and  development. 

He  was  probably  the  oldest  Mason  in  Jackson  County,  having  re- 
ceived light  in  the  old  lodge  at  Napoleon,  a  history  of  which  is  given 
in  an  early  chapter  of  this  work.  His  dimit  from  that  lodge,  on  which 
he  affiliated  in  Jackson,  is  dated  May  13,  1843. 

He  was  an  active  worker  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery until  declining  years  and  failing  health  prevented  his  regular 
attendance. 

*  *  * 
1886. 

M.  E.  Companion  Daniel  Striker  was  Grand  High  Priest  during 
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this  year.  We  have  already  shown  his  features  and  given  a  sketch  of 
his  life  in  this  work. 

He  ruled  the  Royal  Craft  with  wisdom  and  discretion,  adding  to 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  already  held  in  Michigan. 

He  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Escanaba,  an  act 
which  he  has  never  had  reason  to  regret. 

He  represented  Michigan  in  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  which 
convened  this  year  in  Washington.  In  making  a  report  of  this  meet- 
ing, he  took  occasion  to  say: 

The  Companions  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  the  District  of  Columbia  took  oc- 
casion to  make  it  a  semi-centennial  celebration,  and  well  did  they  carry  it  out,  as 
they  allowed  no  opportunity  to  pass  without  doing  all  in  their  power  to  contribute 
to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  delegates  in  attendance;  and  each  Companion 
seemed  to  regard  them  as  their  especial  guests,  and  no  one  who  attended  that  con- 
vocation can  ever  fail  to  remember  but  with  pleasure  and  profit  their  visit  to  the 
capital  of  our  great  nation  on  that  occasion.  Fifty  years!  What  a  change.  The 
time  seems  short,  when  we  look  back  over  the  past  years,  so  rapidly  have  they 
passed;  and  yet  no  one  who  was  in  attendance  in  1836  was  there  in  1886,  and  pos- 
sibly none  alive  to  attend.  Still  the  good  work  goes  marching  on  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  faithful. 

* 

*  * 

The  jewels  which  are  now  worn  by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, were  procured  this  year.  While  they  are  not  marvels  of  beauty  or 
elegance,  they  have  fulfilled  the  modest  expectations  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  served  their  intended  use  until  the  present  time. 

The  charter  of  Austin  Chapter,  No.  44,  which  had  been  prac- 
tically dead  for  several  years,  was  arrested,  and  it  has  never  been  revived. 

1887. 

When  the  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Detroit,  in  January  of  this  year, 
the  members  chose  M.  E.  Companion  Eugene  P.  Robertson,  of  Albion, 
to  be  Grand  High  Priest  for  that  year.  He  had  already  served  most 
acceptably  in  other  official  positions  and  on  important  committees,  and 
thq  companions  well  knew  they  were  doing  the  proper  thing  by  elevat- 
ing him  to  the  highest  office  in  their  gift. 
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SKETCH  OF  EUGENE  P.  ROBERTSON. 

Eugene  P.  Robertson  was  born  August  23rd,  1841,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Albion,  Michigan.  In  his  boyhood  days  he  attended  school  in 
the  old  red  school  house  in  district  No.  6,  and  later  attended  Albion 
College,  and  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  After  reaching 
manhood  he  decided  upon  the  banking  business  as  an  occupation,  and 
was  cashier  of  the  Albion  Exchange  Bank  for  a  number  of  years  and 
later  a  partner  in  the  same  business.  In  1895,  J.  W.  Sheldon,  his  part- 
ner, died,  and  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Albion  State 
Bank  was  organized  and  he  was  made  its  first  president,  which  position 
he  now  occupies,  and  to  the  business  of  this  bank  he  gives  personal  at- 
tention. 

He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Village  of  Albion,  and  since  it 
was  incorporated  as  a  city  he  has  also  been  Mayor.  He  was  for  sev- 
eral years  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  that  city.  In  1896  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works.-  He  has  been  treasurer  of 
Albion  College  for  a  long  time  and  also  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Albion. 

He  is  a  member  of  Murat  Lodge,  No.  14,  having  been  initiated 
therein  February  23rd,  1863,  and  raised  March  9th  of  the  same  year. 

He  was  Worshipful  Master  for  the  years  1872-1873-1874-1875 
and  1876,  and  for  many  years  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  which  body  he  was  an  active  and  influential  member.  He 
was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Albion  Chapter,  No.  32,  June  16th, 
1864,  and  was  elected  High  Priest  in  December,  1879,  which  position 
he  held  three  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Albion  Council 
R.  &  S.  M.,  and  of  Marshall  Commandery,  No.  17,  K.  T.,  both  of  which 
bodies  he  has  served  as  presiding  officer.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Sovereign  Consis- 
tory at  Detroit.  He  has  traveled  over  the  burning  sands  in  company 
with  the  Shriners  and  is  a  member  of  Saladin  Temple  at  Grand  Rapids. 

In  1882  he  was  elected  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  1883  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  from  which 
position  he  was  advanced  year  by  year  and  in  1887  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  presided  over  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Michigan  for 
one  year. 
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He  has  passed  through  the  several  offices  leading  thereto  and  is 
now,  1897,  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  of  Michigan. 

He  is  enthusiastic  in  all  the  different  departments  of  Masonry  and 
being  in  the  prime  of  life,  promises  many  years  of  usefulness  to  the 
fraternity  in  Michigan. 

One  of  the  most  praiseworthy  acts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1887, 
and  one  that  will  doubtless  continue  in  force  as  long  as  the  Grand 
Chapter  lasts,  is  contained  the  following  resolutions  prepared  by  Com*- 
panion  F.  A.  Blades  and  adopted  unanimously: 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  several  Companions,  members  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  that  it  is  the  custom  of  some  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  to  remit  the  dues  of  such  of  their  members  as  have  reached  the 
mature  years  of  M three  score  and  ten." 

And  as  all  the  years  beyond  that  limit  are  borrowed  time  beyond  the  days  of  th* 
years  of  man's  allotted  time  on  the  earth;  and 

Whereas,  Such  action  of  remitting  the  dues  of  the  old  and  faithful,  by  the 
subordinate  Chapters,  is  but  a  compliment  to  the  fidelity  of  faithful  workers  on  the 
walls  of  our  earthly  temple; 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  approves  and  recommends  the  remitting  of 
the  dues  of  such  of  their  members  as  have  reached  seventy  years  of  age. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  subordinate  Chapter  shall  remit  the  dues  of  a  Companion 
on  reaching  seventy  years  of  age,  said  Companion  shall  be  borne  on  the  rolls  of 
the  subordinate  Chapter  as  an  emerited  member  of  such  chapter. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  will,  and  does  hereby  remit  the  per  capita 
tax  on  such  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  as  are  borne  on  their  several  rolls  as 
emerited  members,  on  account  of  being  over  seventy  years  of  age. 

* 

*  * 

An  amendment  was  made  to  the  constitution  providing  that  a  sim- 
ple objection  should  not  stop  the  advancement  of  a  candidate  after  he 
had  received  one  or  more  of  the  Chapter  degrees,  but  that  written 
charges  must  accompany  such  objection,  and  if  not  proven  upon  in- 
vestigation, the  objection  does  not  hold. 

Chapters  were  organized  at  Gaylord  and  Grayling  in  this  year,  un- 
der dispensations  from  Grand  High  Priest  Robertson,  both  of  which 
afterwards  received  charters. 
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1888. 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Grand  Rapids  for  its  annual  convoca- 
tion in  this  year  and  was  hospitably  welcomed  by  the  fraternity  in  that 
city,  Charles  W.  Watkins  speaking  in  their  behalf,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  responding  in  an  eloquent  manner  on  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  Among  the  recommendations  which  M.  E.  Companion 
Robertson  made  in  his  annual  address  to  the  Grand  Chapter  was  an 
amendment  to  the  law  requiring  officers  of  subordinate  Chapters  to  be 
installed  before  the  festival  of  St.  John,  the  evangelist.  Upon  his 
recommendation,  the  Grand  Chapter  amended  the  law  in  this  respect 
and  provided  that  the  officers  may  be  installed  on  the  evening  of  election 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  He  also  recommended  that  the 
Grand  Lecturer  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  required  to  make 
such  visitations  as  would  best  subserve  the  interests^of  the  craft.  In 
accordance  with  this  recommendation,  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
was  submitted,  providing  for  an  annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  three  cents  per  mile  for  traveling  expenses.  This  amendment  was 
laid  over  until  the  following  year,  when  after  being  fully  discussed  by 
prominent  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  amendment  was  lost,  a 
constitutional  number  not  having  voted  for  it. 

The  historical  register  which  had  been  ordered  several  years  pre- 
viously, was  not  progressing  to  the  satisfaction  of  Grand  Secretary  Innes, 
and  concerning  it  he  says: 

This  work  still  remains  uncompleted;  indeed  it  has  hardly  been  commenced. 
I  have  grave  doubts  if  the  fraternity  realize  the  great  benefits  such  a  record  would 
be  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  years  to  come,  else  some  action  would  be  taken  to  get 
this  record  under  way,  even  if  it  required  a  few  years  and  some  expense  for  the 
completion  of  the  same. 

Notwithstanding  the  faithful  efforts  of  M.  E.  Companion  Innes 
the  work  upon  this  register  has  never  been  resumed,  but  doubtless  at 
some  future  day  the  Grand  Chapter  will  realize  the  wisdom  of  the 
Companions  who  planned  and  recommended  this  register,  and  will  carry 
out  the  plan  thus  proposed,  and  the  work  which  they  commenced. 

The  Grand  Chapter  did  a  most  commendable  thing  at  this  session 
in  granting  a  monthly  allowance  of  twenty  dollars  to  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Ebenezer  Sprague,  then  over  eighty  years  of  age  and  in  needy 
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circumstances,  and  this  allowance  was  paid  for  his  maintenance  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  this  year  to  secure  a  reprint  of 
the  early  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  its  organization  to 
and  including  the  year  187 1,  and  furnish  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  the 
subordinate  chapters,  but  in  view  of  the  large  cost  of  the  same,  it  was 
considered  wise  to  defer  it  until  some  future  time. 

The  annual  per  capita  dues  were  fixed  at  forty  cents  for  each  mem- 
ber borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the  chapters,  and  this  has  remained  the 
sum  required  of  them  from  that  time  until  the  present. 

Companion  Joseph  Clark  had  now  been  the  efficient  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  for  a  number  of  years,  and  as  a  testimonial  of 
the  obligations  the  Grand  Chapter  was  under  to  him  for  the  able,  faith- 
ful and  painstaking  manner  he  had  performed  his  duties,  and  for  his 
ever  watchful  endeavors  to  husband  the  means  of  that  Grand  Body,  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  purchase  a  Past  High 
Priest's  jewel,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
present  the  same  to  Companion  Joseph  Clark,  as  a  testimonial  from  this  Grand 
Chapter,  in  appreciation  of  his  long  and  arduous  duties  as  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  this  Grand  Body. 

Benjamin  F.  Watts,  of  Ann  Arbor,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest 
and  in  his  charge  was  placed  the  Royal  Craft  for  1888. 

SKETCH  OF  B.  F.  WATTS. 

Benjamin  F.  Watts  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  November 
4th,  1836,  his  parents  having  arrived  there  from  England,  October  1st, 
of  the  same  year.  He  attended  public  school  in  that  place  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  he  spent  two  years  in  Ypsilanti  seminary.  After 
leaving  this  school,  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  to  learn  watch-making  and 
repairing,  and  has  been  continuously  in  that  business  since  that  time, 
having  occupied  the  same  store  for  forty-two  consecutive  years.  Mr. 
Watts  has  been  a  democrat  all  of  his  life,  and  he  says:  "they  have  not 
counted  much  in  Michigan,"  consequently  his  political  career  has  been 
limited  to  holding  the  position  of  City  Treasurer  for  the  two  years, 
1885-1886. 
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His  masonic  career  has  been  a  particularly  active  one.  He  was 
made  a  Mason,  November  9th,  1859,  *n  Ann.  Arbor  Lodge,  No.  85, 
which  has  been  extinct  for  many  years,  its  charter  having  been  arrest- 
ed February  8th,  1869.  Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  dimitted  and 
joined  Golden  Rule  Lodge,  No.  159,  and  is  one  of  the  very  few  mem- 
bers living,  that  has  belonged  to  this  lodge  as  many  years.  He  was 
exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Washtenaw  Chapter,  No.  6,  May  21st, 
1863.  He  has  served  as  Worshipful  Master  of  his  lodge,  High 
Priest  of  his  Chapter  and  Eminent  Commander  of  Ann  Arbor  Com- 
mandery.  After  having  passed  through  the  subordinate  offices  leading 
to  that  position,  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Michigan  in  1888,  and  served  with  ability  and  credit  for  one 
year.  Since  retiring  from  this  office  he  has  been  a  regular  attendant 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
his  companions  in  that  body. 

*  * 

Grand  High  Priest  Watts  gave  dispensations  for  new  charters  at 
Iron  Mountain  and  Bessemer,  in  the  upper  Peninsula,  and  recommend- 
ed the  granting  of  a  charter  for  a  Chapter  at  Alma,  the  petition  for 
which  came  to  his  hands  just  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
This  last  recommendation  was  concurred  in,  and  Alma  Chapter,  No. 
123,  added  to  the  rolls  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

J.  Eastman  Johnson,  for  many  years  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  died  at. his  home  in  Niles,  March  14th,  aged  83  years. 
The  life  and  service  of  this  excellent  companion  were  so  well  known 
in  Michigan,  that  words  can  add  little  to  the  affectionate  remembrance 
in  which  his  memory  will  be  cherished  in  this  jurisdiction. 

* 

*  * 
1889.  • 

The  Grand  Chapter  again  met  in  the  City  of  Grands  Rapids, 
Grand  High  Priest  Watts  presiding.  Among  the  important  matters 
attended  to  at  this  session,  was  one  concerning  the  surrender  of  the 
charter  of  Tecumseh  Chapter  several  years  previously.  This  Chapter 
had  made  repeated  efforts  to  again  secure  its  charter  and  resume  work, 
as  we  have  heretofore  noted,  but  on  some  technicality  each  attempt 
would  prove  a  failure.    One  year  before  this  time,  the  whole  matter 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


245 


was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  to  thoroughly  investigate  all 
the  facts  bearing  upon  the  case  and  report  them  at  next  meeting,  with 
such  recommendations  as  they  might  make  as  to  the  advisability  of  this 
Chapter  resuming  work.  This  committee  visited  Tecumseh  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  and  spent  considerable  time  looking  into  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  last  meetings  of  the  Chapter  and  the 
attempted  surrender  of  the  charter,  together  with  the  conditions  grow- 
ing out  of  such  actions.  They  found  that  the  charter  never  had  been 
legally  surrendered,  but  that  at  an  irregular  meeting,  called  without 
previous  notice,  nine  members  had  voted  to  surrender  the  charter,  and 
then  and  there  proceeded  to  grant  dimits  to  more  than  twenty  other 
members  without  their  knowledge  or  consent.  These,  and  other  facts, 
being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  on  recommenda- 
tion of  this  committee,  the  Grand  Chapter  unanimously  decided  that 
the  charter  never  was  legally  surrendered,  and  that  it  should  be  prompt- 
ly returned  to  that  Chapter.  This  was  done  and  Tecumseh  Chapter 
has  ever  since  been  one  of  the  very  best  working  bodies  in  Michigan, 
second  only  to  those  in  large  cities. 

The  claims  of  the  Masonic  Home  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address,  and  in  re- 
porting thereon,  the  special  committee  having  it  in  charge  used  these 
words: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  ad- 
dress as  refers  to  the  Masonic  Home,  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  respectfully  re- 
port, that  we  commend  and  applaud  the  generous  sentiments  so  beautifully  ex- 
pressed by  him,  and  trust  the  generous  impulses  of  charity  and  benevolence  which 
he  has  sown  in  this  Grand  Body  will  take  root  and  bear  rich  fruit,  that  will  honor 
our  craft  and  shed  blessing  upon  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Home.  No  object  lies  near- 
er the  true  Mason's  heart  than  charity;  for  without  this  crowning  virtue  our  cardi- 
nal lessons  would  be  a  blank,  and  our  boasted  care  for  our  destitute  and  distressed 
brethren,  their  widows  and  orphans,  a  hollow  mockery.  The  objects  and  purposes 
of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Grand  Rapids  is  now  an  assured  fact,  and  we  believe  that 
this  Grand  Body  ought  to  extend  to  this  institution,  as  far  as  it  can,  that  substantial  aid 
which  will  enable  it  to  fulfill  its  holy  mission  of  charity  and  hospitality  to  all  the 
needy  and  deserving  worthy  brethren  upon  whom  misfortune's  blight  has  fallen; 
and  thereby  prove  to  the  world  the  sincerity  of  our  intentions,  and  exemplify  in  our 
daily  intercourse  with  the  world  the  beautiful  teaching  of  our  beloved  order. 

William  Wente,  of  Manistee,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  for 
the  year  1889. 
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SKETCH.  OF  WILLIAM  WENTE. 

William  Wente  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  on  the 
22nd  day  of  February,  1848,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year  his  par- 
ents emigrated  to  America,  bringing  the  infant  William  with  them,  and 
settled  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Here  this  young  lad  grew' to  early 
manhood,  attending  public  and  private  schools  in  that  place  until  four- 
teen years  old,  when  he  entered  into  mercantile  business,  commencing 
at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  by  doing  such  work  as  sweeping  the 
store,  running  errands,  etc.  Later  he  was  advanced  to  salesman,  and 
afterward  to  bill-clerk,  and  other  positions  of  responsibility.  While 
thus  employed  he  occupied  his  evenings  by  attending  the  business  col- 
lege in  that  city  for  several  months,  thus  fitting  himself  for  those  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility  which  have  since  come  to  him,  and  in 
which  he  has  proven  himself  so  wonderfully  efficient  and  successful. 

In  October,  1865,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  keeping 
books  for  a  lumber  manufacturing  concern,  and  has  been  connected 
with  the  lumbering  business  ever  since  that  day.  In  the  early  seven- 
ties, having  accumulated  a  few  thousand  dollars,  he  went  to  Florida 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  near  Pensacola,  but  the  enterprise 
ended  disastrously,  and  what  he  had  accumulated  was  lost.  By  consid- 
erable sacrifice  he  secured  money  enough  to  return  to  Manistee,  Mich- 
igan, where  he  again  resumed  work  as  book-keeper  for  an  extensive 
lumber  manufacturing  concern  of  that  city,  and  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership Jn  the  concern  in  1879.  In  1882,  upon  the  incorporation  of 
the  firm,  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer  thereof,  and  still  holds  this 
position.  By  careful  attention  to  his  business  interests  he  has  been  en- 
abled to  accumulate  a  competency,  to  which  he  is  yearly  adding. 

He  has  been  twice  married,  first'in  1870  and  afterwards  in  1889. 
He  has  been  frequently  honored  with  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility by  his  fellow-citizens  in  Manistee,^having  been  alderman  for  six 
years,  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  from  1894  to  the  present 
date. 

From  the  business  activity  which  has  ever  characterized  this  broth- 
er and  companion,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  his  masonic  record  would 
be  an  equally  brilliant  and  successful  one.  In  April,  1869,  ^e  was 
made  a  Master  Mason  in  Manistee  Lodge,  No.  228,  which  body  he  has 
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served  as  Worshipful  Master  five  years  since  that  time.  He  was  for 
many  years  the  wonderfully  efficient  [chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  1894  was  appointed  Grand  Treasurer 
of  that  body,  to  which  position  [he  has  been  unanimously  elected  every 
year  since  and  where  he  isjyearly  adding  to^the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  brethren. 

In  Royal  Arch  Masonry  he  has  been  equally  successful,  being 
exalted  in  Manistee  Chapter,  in  July,  1870,  and  serving  as  its  High 
Priest  for  1876  and  the  three  following  years.  In  1889,  after  passing 
through  the  various  subordinate  offices,  he  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan,  and  governed  the  craft 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  members  thereof,  retiring  from  this  high 
position  with  an  added  luster  to  his  already  bright  masonic  fame. 

He  is  a  Royal  and  Select  Master,  having  received  the  Council 
degrees  in  Pentwater  and  becoming  a  charter  member  of  Manistee 
Council  at  its  organization  in  1874.  He  received  the  orders  of  Knight- 
hood in  Muskegon  Commaudery  in  1872,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
Manistee  Commandery  in  1881,  he  became  a  charter  member  thereof 
and  was  its  Recorder  from  that  time  until  1889. 

*  * 

EVENTS   OF  THE  YEAR. 

Salathiel  C.  Coffinbury,  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  years  1857, 
1858  and  1859,  entered  into  rest  on  September  20th,  at  his  home  in 
Constantine,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  possessed  marked  individuality  of  character.  His 
masonic  career  was  an  active  one  and  every  duty  assigned  to  him  was 
performed  ably,  promptly  and  faithfully. 

New  Chapters  were  organized  at  Marcellus  and  Bad  Axe,  under 
dispensations  from  Grand  High  Priest  Wente.  These  Chapters  have 
proven  successful  additions  to  the  constituency  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  convened  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  Michigan  being  ably 
represented  by  its  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  William  P.  Innes. 

The  appeal  for  aid  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  by  the  Johnstown 
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flood  was  nobly  responded  to  by  the  Chapters  of  Michigan,  as  well  as 
by  those  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratification 
to  every  Michigan  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  know  that  the  Royal  Craft 
in  this  state  contributed  more  for  this  purpose  than  was  given  from 
any  other  state,  except  the  one  in  which  the  calamity  occured.  Michi- 
gan Chapters  contributed  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars,  a  sum 
equal  to  forty  per  cent  of  all  that  was  contributed  outside  of  Pennsyl- 
vania itself. 

* 

*  * 
1890. 

The  Grand  Chapter  again  met  in  Grand  Rapids  for  its  annual 
meeting  in  1890.  Grand  High  Priest  Wente,  in  delivering  his  address, 
touched  upon  certain  phases  of  human  character  and  their  bearing  up- 
on the  masonic  fraternity  in  words  which  seem  worthy  of  presentation 
in  this  place.    He  said: 

Claiming  to  be  speculative  in  our  profession,  the  weal  or  woe  of  our  common 
country  and  its  inhabitants,  nay,  of  the  whole  human  race,  is  a  theme  furnishing 
food  for  reflection  to  every  thinking  Mason.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  draw  up- 
on imagination  when  I  say,  that  within  the  length  of  a  cable  tow  of  the  home  of 
every  Mason  present  there  is  to  be  found  more  or  less  suffering  for  the  want  of 
those  things  that  make  life  bearable.  Was  there  ever  before  a  time  in  the  history 
of  this  land  when  so  great  a  per  centage  of  its  people  were  supported  by  charity? 
Was  there  ever  before  so  great  a  per  centage  in  the  poor  houses?  or  in  the  mad 
houses? 

We  read  with  patriotic  pride  statistics  showing  the  accumulated  wealth  to  an 
average  number  of  dollars  per  capita  of  the  population;  we  are  told  by  the  public 
prints,  and  by  each  succeeding  census  report,  that  the  wealth  of  the  country  has 
increased  a  certain  number  of  per  cents.  Alleged  pessimists  tell  us,  and  I  think 
truthfully,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  country  is  owned 
by  a  surprisingly  small  percentage  of  its  inhabitants,  the  natural  sequence  being 
that  a  correspondingly  large  complement  must  be  painfully  short  of  the  reputed 
average.  The  fact  remains  that,  with  granaries  and  storehouses  never  before  so 
full,  there  never  before  was  so  much  poverty,  distress  and  crime. 

Never  before  were  the  agricultural  properties  of  the  country  so  covered  with 
mortgage  liens,  and  the  gnawing  interest  is  no  respector  of  the  winter  season,  nor 
of  the  night,  nor  even  of  the  Sabbath. 

Never  before  was  corruption  so  flagrant  and  bold  in  the  administration  of 
public  business. 
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How  are  we  to  account  #for  these  anomalous  extremes?  How  can  the  tide  of 
this  state  of  affairs  be  turned?  Temporarily  providing  by  charity  for  the  suste- 
nance of  life  is  no  remedy  for  the  growing  evil,  for  a  growing  evil  it  is;  it  stares  us  in 
the  face,  and,  like  Banquo's  ghost,  will  not  down.  It  is  the  social  problem  of  to- 
day. While  we  may  be  unable  to  suggest  a  remedy,  or,  if  we  could,  to  put  it  into 
practical  operation,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  thinker  to  contribute  to  that  common 
stock  of  knowledge  that  will  lead  to  its  solution. 

The  most  practical  charity  of  all  is  that  which  helps  others  to  help  themselves, 
and  therein  must  lie  the  solution.  Is  a  solution  possible  under  our  present  system 
of  political  economy? 

Among  other  things  which  he  brought  before  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  was  the  claim  of  the  Masonic  Home  then  in  process  of 
erection,  and  the  duty  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  contribute  as  liberally 
as  possible  to  its  support.  Acting  upon  the  suggestion  and  recom- 
mendation thus  made,  the  Grand  Chapter  set  a  noble  example  by  con- 
tributing one  thousand  dollars. 

* 

William  G.  Hudson,  of  Ludington,  after  passing  through  the  sev- 
eral subordinate  offices,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  year 
1890. 

SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  G.  HUDSON. 

William  G.  Hudson  was  born  in  Gouveneur,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  14,  1843,  and  his  early  life  was  not  marked  by  more 
than  the  usual  incidents  of  school  days  and  young  aspiraitons,  till  in 
1 86 1,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  16th  N.  Y.  Infan- 
try, but  on  account  of  temporary  sickuess  was  not  mustered  in  at  that 
time,  but  was  sent  home.  Still  determined  to  "face  the  foe,"  he  again 
enlisted  in  August  of  the  same  year,  and  was  mustered  into  U.  S.  ser- 
vice in  Battery  H.,  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery,  and  the  following  October 
left  for  Washington,  where  the  succeeding  spring  he  joined  the  "Army 
of  the  Potomac,"  under  Gen.  McClellan,  for  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign. From  that  time  his  war  record  may  be  briefly  summed  up, 
from  the  affair  at  Newport  News  with  the  confederate  gun  boat,  Teaser, 
on  the  James  river;  was  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  all  through  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  including  Fair  Oaks  and  the  seven  days  retreat 
of  McClellan  from  White  Oak  Swamp  to  Harrison's  Landing. 

During  the  winter  of  1862-3,  ^e  was  with  the  army  at  Yorktown 
and  Glouchester  Point,  and  in  the  spring  joined  Gen.  Kilpatrick  in  his 
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raid  to  Matthews'  Court  House  and  Mob  Jack  Bay.  He  then  joined 
Keys'  4th  corps,  under  Gen.  Dix,  June  1863,  and  was  in  the  "on  to 
Richmond,"  No.  2,  along  the  same  old  route  taken  by  McClellan,  hav- 
ing engagements  at  Baltimore  Cross  Roads,  and  several  other  skir- 
mishes, till  finally  he  found  his  regimentwith  Gen.  Meade's  army  in 
Pennsylvania;  marched  back  to  Yorktown  and  from  thence  to  Washing- 
ton, and  then  to  Frederick  City,  but  was  too  late  for  Gettysburg.  Again 
joined  the  "Army  of  the  Potomac"  at  Washington;  at  Warrington 
Junction,  and  took  part  in  the  Mine  Run  campaign  late  in  1863.  ^u 
May,  1864,  started  with  General  Grant  in  his  great  campaign;  was  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Jericho  Ford, 
Bethesada  Church,  the  battle  before  Petersburg,  and  in  all  engagements 
from  that  time  till  Sept.  5,  1864;  and  having  served  three  years,  was 
honorably  discharged,  before  reaching  his  twenty-first  year.  Through 
all  these  engagements  he  escaped  from  wound  or  hospital. 

On  being  mustered  out  Comrade  Hudson  returned  to  Michigan, 
and  in  the  close  of  1865  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  M.  J.  Whitney, 
of  Olivet,  Mich.,  and  two  children  were  born,  one  a  daughter,  dying 
when  ten  years  old,  the  other  a  son,  now  a  promising  lawyer  in  Lud- 
ington,  Mich. 

William  G.  Hudson  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Bellevue  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  83,  in  Bellevue,  Mich,  1867,  and  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  Bellevue  Chapter,  No.  53,  R.  A.  M.  In  1870  he  was  Knighted  in 
Marshall  Commandery,  K.  T.,  No.  17,  Marshall,  Mich.  He  was  a  char- 
ter member  of  Olivet  Lodge,  No.  267,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  W. 
M.  in  1 87 1.  He  also  assisted  in  organizing  Ludington  Chapter,  No. 
92,  R.  A.  M.,  in  1873,  and  was  for  four  years  High  Priest  of  the  same. 
When  Apollo  Commandery,  No.  31,  K.  T.,  of  Ludington,  was  organized, 
Bro.  Hudson  was  one  of  the  principal  originators  of  the  movement,  and 
one  of  the  first  charter  members.  This  was  in  1882,  and  for  the  ensuing 
four  years  he  was  Eminent  Commander,  and  served  with  zeal  in 
that  honored  position.  He  has  taken  all  the  degrees  in  Scottish  Rite 
work  in  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory,  receiving  the  3 2d  degree  February 
16,  1 88 1.  He  received  the  33d  degree,  Honorary,  in  1891.  He  took 
the  R.  &  S.  M.  degrees  in  Oceana  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  No.  27,  and  is 
a  charter  member  of  Ludington  Council,  organized  in  1887,  and  of  which 
he  has  been  T.  I.  M.  for  four  years,  and  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


255 


Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  of  Michigan,  1883.  He  has  also  been  honored 
with  the  position  of  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
of  Michigan,  1890-91. 

*  * 

In  the  performance  of  his  official  duties,  Grand  High  Priest  Hud- 
son gave  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Marquette  and  granted  per- 
mission for  four  Chapters  to  change  their  places  of  meeting. 

A.  B.  Cudworth,  who  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1866,  died  June 
26th  of  this  year,  at  his  residence  in  Pontiac,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
He  had  long  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  his  presence  was  missed  at  its  future  meetings. 

Norris  J.  Frink,  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil,  died  at  his  home 
in  Marshall,  April  29th,  aged  forty-eight  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
bright  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  but  for  his  untimely  end 
would  doubtless  have  reached  the  highest  pinnacle  in  the  gift  of  that 
GrandBody. 

During  the  ten  years  now  closing,  the  number  of  active  Chapters 
in  Michigan  had  increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  total 
membership  in  the  state  had  reached  the  number  of  ten  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six.  The  end  of  this  decade  found  the  Chapters  all 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  and  all 
seemed  to  be  imbued  with  that  noble  emulation  "who  best  can  work, 
can  best  agree," 

*  ** 
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TEN  YEARS  OF  TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 
1880-1890. 

On  the  17th  day  of  August,  1880,  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  met  in  triennial  conclave  in  Chicago.  Michigan  was 
represented  by  twenty-one  of  her  thirty  Commanderies,  each  under  its 
own  banner,  and  composing  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  divisions  in  the 
parade.  These  twenty-one  Commandries  turned  out  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty  Knights  in  uniform.  They  were  accompanied  by 
sixty-two  others  not  in  uniform  and  five  hundred  and  forty-one  ladies. 

As  usual  the  grand  feature  of  the  conclave  was  the  parade  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

To  say  the  grand  pageant  presented  by  the  fifteen  thousand  Sir  Knights  with 
their  long  line  of  white  waving  plumes,  and  their  bright  swords  glittering  in  the 
sunlight;  the  column  estimated  to  extend  seven  miles  in  length,  by  section  and 
platoon  formations,  consuming  several  hours  in  passing  the  Grand  (reviewing) 
Stand;  each  Commandery  followed  by  its  succeeding  one,  and  like  the  ocean  waves 
growing  broader  and  grander  with  every  pulsation  of  the  mighty  deep,  would  be  a 
tame  description.  It  was  grandly  sublime  to  a  degree  that  words  can  hardly  express, 
and  to  be  fully  appreciated  must  have  been  witnessed  and  even  then,  no  earthly 
vision  could  compass  it;  and  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions  no  city  in  the  Union, 
save  Chicago,  could  have  presented  such  a  spectacle;  its  central  position,  its  massive 
net  work  of  railroads,  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  its  citizens,  all  contributed  to 
the  outpouring  of  the  people  from  all  sections  of  our  country,  that,  commingling 
together  as  a  mighty  avalanche  swept  down  and  through  the  great  throughfares  of 
that  peerless  inland  city,  through  which  the  Knightly  pageant  passed,  presenting 
as  a  whole  a  demonstration  never  perhaps  equalled  in  this  or  any  other  land;  and 
during  the  long  tiresome  march  through  densely  crowded  streets,  under  the  hot 
glare  of  a  broiling  August  sun,  the  most  perfect  order  and  decorum  prevailed; 
naught  occurred  to  mar  the  complete  harmony  of  the  parade,  excepting  the  long  and 
tedious  delay  in  moving  the  lines. 

In  the  exhibition  drill  given  on  the  afternoon  of  August  19th,  at 
South  Boulevard  Park,  Detroit  Commandery  more  than  maintained  its 
proud  distinction  as  the  "best  drilled  Commandery  in  the  United 
States,"  and  received  the  unbounded  plaudits  of  the  thousands  of  specta- 
tors who  witnessed  their  marvelous  precision  and  skill  in  the  Templar 
tactics. 
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DeMolai  Commandery  No.  5,  of  Grand  Rapids,  receiving  the  high- 
est honors  for  proficiency  as  a  Mounted  Commandery,  bearing  off  in 
triumph  the  first  prize,  an  elegant  solid  gold  bugle.  Muskegon  Com- 
mandery, No.  22,  also  received  much  praise  for  their  Knightly  bearing 
and  excellent  drill,  as  in  fact  did  all  Michigan  Commanderies. 

One  of  the  sad  features  connected  with  this  triennial  conclave  was 
the  sudden  death  of  Sir  Knight  George  Firth,  of  Jacob's  Commandery, 
No.  10,  of  Coldwater.  He  was  taken  suddenly  ill  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  17,  and  died  before  morning,  and  Jacobs  Commandery,  which 
started  on  what  promised  to  be  a  delightful  pilgrimage  twenty-four 
hours  previously,  was  turned  into  a  funeral  cortege  and  sadly  returned 
home,  bearing  the  remains  of  their  loved  frater.  As  a  token  of  frater- 
nal courtesy  and  sympathy,  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
visited  the  headquarters  of  Jacobs  CommSndery,  and  tendered  their 
sympathy  and  condolence,  and  Muskegon  Commandery,  No.  22, 
furnished  an  escort  to  the  train  upon  the  return  home. 

1881. 

February  2nd,  Detroit  gave  its  first  annual  reception,  inaugurat- 
ing that  series  of  social  events  which  have  characterized  each  succeed- 
ing year  since  that  time.  Most  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery were  in  attendance  by  special  invitation. 

The  decorations  of  the  vast  hall  were  very  elaborate  and  costly,  and  the  tout 
ensemble  magnificently  beautified;  probably  never  excelled  in  the  West  for  the  ex- 
quisite beauty  and  general  effect  produced  on  the  beholder. 

The  gay  and  happy  throng  of  elegantly  dressed  ladies,  the  bright  regalia  of 
the  Knights,  the  attractive  uniform  of  the  Detroit  Light  Guard,  interspersed  with 
the  handsome  grey  of  United  States  officers,  the  delicious  and  entrancing  music 
of  the  10th  Infantry  and  Gardner's  Band,  the  gaily  decorated  hall  made  doubly 
brilliant  by  the  light  of  electric  lamps,  formed  a  scene  of  enchanting  beauty  that 
almost  dazzled  the  beholder,  and  the  Detroit  Knights  can  congratulate  themselves 
on  the  complete  success  of  their  first  annual  reception. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  in  Detroit  this  year,  on  May  10th, 
Grand  Commander  Wilson  presiding.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  of  Boston, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  in  the  city  and  visited 
the  Grand  Commandery,  this  being  the  third  time  Michigan  had  been 
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honored  with  a  visit'from  the  Grand  Master  on  the  occasion  of  the 
annual  conclave.  In  acknowledging  the  fraternal  reception  tendered 
him,  among  other  appropriate  remarks,  Grand  Master  Dean  said: 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  find  myself  here  to-night,  as  it  ought  to  be.  There  is  a 
satisfaction  every  Templar  ought  to  feel,  when  able  to  visit  his  f raters  at  so  great  a 
distance  from  his  home.  You  can  readily  imagine  the  greater  satisfaction — satis- 
faction and  pride,  that  I  feel  at  being  able  to  visit  this  flourishing  Grand  Command- 
ery  in  the  Asylum  of  Detroit  Commandery,  a  Commandery  that  has  made  itself 
famous  for  every  excellence. 

The  name  of  your  state  is  one  of  my  early  recollections,  one  of  those  which 
every  one  experiences.  In  my  boy  school  book  was  the  "Indian's  Lament,"  (I 
think  that's  the  name.)    It  began: 

"The  black-bird  is  singing  on  Michigan's  shore 
As  sweetly  and  gaily  as  ever  before; 
For  she  know^  that  her  mate  she  with  pleasure  can  hie, 
To  the  dear  little  brood  she  is  teaching  to  fly." 

I  never  visit  Michigan  (and  it  is  not  often)  without  this  childhood's  memory 
coming  back  to  me. 

Grand  Commander  Wilson  strongly  recommended  that  the  differ- 
ent Commanderies  meet  at  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  annual 
conclave,  and  participate  in  a  general  parade  and  competitive  drill  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Grand  Commandery  might  direct. 
This  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  able  committee,  who  cordial- 
ly endorsed  the  Grand  Commander's  views  relative  to  such  meetings 
for  drill  at  the  annual  conclave,  and  empowering  the  Grand  Command- 
er, in  his  judgement,  to  notify  the  subordinate  Commandries  in  the 
state  to  thus  meet  and  participate  in  a  general  parade  and  com- 
mandery drill,  the  competitive  prize  drill  not  to  form  any  part  thereof. 


Charters  were  given  to  new  Commanderies  atLudington  and  Manis- 
tee. This  brought  the  number  of  Michigan  Commanderies  up  to 
thirty-two. 

Sir  M.  S.  Smith,  of  Detroit,  had  now  been  Grand  Treasurer  for  twenty 
years,  but  owing  to  impaired  health,  he  declined  a  further  election  to 
that  office.  The  Grand  Commandery  parted  with  him  officially  with 
much  regret,  and  expressed  its  unqualified  approbation  of  the  faithful  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office. 


GEORGE  W.  CHANDLERS 
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George  W.  Chandler,  of  Lansing,  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander for  the  ensuing  templar  year. 

SKETCH  OF  GEORGE  W.  CHANDLER. 

George  W.  Chandler  was  born  in  Livonia,  Livingston  County,  N. 
Y.,  February  7th,  1835.  ^e  came  to  Michigan  in  1843,  when  only 
eight  years  of  age,  and  settled  at  Howell,  Livingston  County,  in  which 
place  he  attended  the  public  schools  during  his  boyhood  days.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  years  of  manhood,  he  studied  and  became  proficient 
in  book-keeping,  following  this  profession,  and  that  of  merchant,  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1861,  when,  on  August  12,  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  United  States  as  sergeant,  Company  E,  8th  Michigan 
Infantry.  April  13th,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant, 
and  five  months  later,  first  lieutenant.  March  13th,  1865,  he  was  made 
brevet  major  for  meritorious  service  in  the  subsistence  department  dur- 
ing the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service,  December  27th,  1866, 
and  returned  to  Michigan  to  reside. 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Howell  Lodge,  No.  38,  May  14th, 
1856,  and  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Livingston  Chapter,  No.  30,  April 
12,  1867.  He  received  the  Order  of  Knighthood  in  Jackson  Command- 
ery,  and  dimitted  therefrom  to  become  a  charter  member  of  Lansing 
Commandery,  No.  25.  He  was  Eminent  Commander  of  this  Command- 
ery  in  1878  and  1879,  aQd  *n  May  1881,  was  elected  Grand  Command- 
er, serving  in  that  capacity  for  one  year. 

He  was  recorder  of  the  Michigan  Commandery,  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States,  from  1885  to  1892.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Detroit  Post,  No.  384,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Commander  in 
1885. 

He  has  resided  in  Detroit  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  charge 
of  a  large  insurance  business  in  that  city. 

* 

The  ten  year's  period,  upon  which  we  are  now  entering  opened  with 
thirty-two  Commanderies  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  having  an  aggregate 
membership  of  2,583.  Only  ten  commanderies  had  as  many  as  one 
hundred  members,  Detroit,  No.  1,  leading  with  276. 
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The  fire  which  swept  over  the  eastern  part  of  Michigan  on  Septem- 
ber 2 1  st,  1 88 1,  prompted  Grand  Commander  Chandler  to  issue  a  special 
appeal  for  the  relief  of  those  who  had  suffered  by  this  conflagation.  He 
appointed  Sir  Arthur  M.  Clark,  of  Lexington,  who  also  had  charge  of 
the  same  work  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  receive  and  distribute  the  dona- 
tions which  might  be  forwarded.  As  a  result  of  this  appeal  $983  were 
contributed,  of  which  amount  Nashville  Commandery,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  generously  donated  $100.  To  show  its  appreciation  of  these 
liberal  donations,  the  Grand  Commandery  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  while  the  occasion  that  called  forth  these  acts  of  knightly  cour- 
tesy and  charity  was  one  that,  while  it  robbed  fifteen  thousands  of  human  beings  of 
shelter  and  home,  and  sent  them  through  the  civilized  world,  in  which  Knights 
Templar  responded  in  common  with  a  sympathizing  humanity,  nevertheless  as 
Knights  Templar  their  hearts  were  stirred  still  deeper,  and  they  grandly  responded 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Order  when  they  stretched  out  their  hands  to  succor  the 
needy,  to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked  and  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted. 
The  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  is  hereby  extended  to  these  several  Com- 
manderies  for  these  charities,  so  kindly  and  courteously  extended,  coupled  with  the 
prayer  that  with  their  earth-work  complete  they  may  be  welcomed  to  their  rewards 
beyond  the  shores  of  time,  with  the  assurance  that  "inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to 
one  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

September  9th,  Grand  Commander  Chandler  and  his  staff  visited 
Manistee  and  constituted  the  new  Commandery  in  that  place,  installing 
its  officers  and  exemplifying  the  ritual  for  the  benefit  of  the  new  Com- 
mandery. 

The  death  of  President  Garfield,  in  September  of  this  year,  removed 
one  who  was  proud  to  be  classed  among  the  valiant  soldiers  of  the  cross, 
and  who  honored  the  cause  of  Knight  Templarism  by  his  zeal  and  at- 
tachment thereto.  Templars  all  over  the  United  States  joined  in 
mourning  for  this  distinguished  frater.  Each  felt  a  personal  bereave- 
ment and  lamented  his  untimely  end  with  keenest  sorrow.  Detroit 
Commander}^,  No.  1,  went  to  Cleveland  and  participated  in  the  funeral 
fo  this  illustrious  frater,  being  accompanied  by  Grand  Commander 
Chandler. 
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1882. 

The  Grand  Commandery  again  met  in  the  City  of  Detroit  with  all 
of  its  thirty-two  Commanderies  represented.  Acting  under  the  author- 
ity given  him  one  year  previously,  Grand  Commander  Chandler  ar- 
ranged for  a  templar  parade  and  drill  in  connection  with  this  annual 
meeting,  issuing  a  general  order  to  Commanderies,  notifying  them  to  be 
present  and  participate. 

This  was  promptly  responded  to  by  a  sufficient  number  of  subordinate  Com- 
manderies to  ensure  success  as  to  numbers,  and  accordingly  the  Grand  Commander 
appointed  the  following  Sir  Knights  a  General  Committee  of  Arrangements  to  carry 
out  the  details: 

Sir  Jessa  E.  Saxton,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo,  Chairman;  Sir  Eugene  Robinson, 
E.  Grand  Captain  General;  Sir  and  Rev.  Francis  A.  Blades,  E.  Grand  Prelate;  Sir 
John  P.  Fiske,  P.  E.  C,  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  and  Sir  Frank  W.  Noble,  De- 
troit Commandery,  No.  1. 

The  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  reception  of  the  visiting  members,  being  over,  and 
the  exchange  of  knightly  courtesies  having  been  thoroughly  attended  to  on  Monday 
afternoon  and  evening,  the  programme  was  again  opened  on  Tuesday  morning  with 
the  Knights  in  fine  trim,  and  citizens  on  the  qui  vive  for  the  great  civic  and  military 
display. 

The  sky  had  a  threatening  aspect,  and  many  were  the  silent  appeals  that  the 
elements  would  be  merciful.  Under  the  excellent  arrangements,  perfected  by  the 
Captain- General,  the  formation  of  the  marching  column  was  done  promptly  and  with 
no  disagreeable  features,  and  at  9  o'clock  the  march  began  with  the  streets  and  win- 
dows crowded  uncomfortably  with  spectators.  The  column  was  in  the  following 
order: 

Platoon  of  mounted  police. 
Ten  policemen  on  foot. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Elderkin's  band. 
Detroit  Light  Guard. 
Detroit  Light  Infantry. 

The  Scott  Guard. 
Detroit  National  Guard. 
Great  Western  Band. 
Grand  Commander  G.  W.  Chandler  and  staff;  Gen.  Wm. 
P.  Innes,  Col.  Chas.  E.  Grisson,  Gen.  I.  C.  Smith, 
Capt.  H.  N.  Moore,  J.  A.  Hall,  L.  H.  Randall, 
J.  E.  Saxton,  H.  S.  Noble,  C.  T.  Hills 
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and  S.  C.  Randall; 
all  mounted  on  horse-back. 
Detroit  Commandery,  83  swords. 
Lexington  Commandery,  35  swords. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

East  Saginaw  Band. 
St.  Bernard  Commandery,  East  Saginaw,  40  swords. 
Genesee  Commandery,  Flint,  45  swords. 
Lansing  Commandery,  36  swords. 
Pontiac  Commandery,  42  swords. 

Bay  City  Band. 
Bay  City  Commandery,  36  swords. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Boos'  Jackson  Band. 
Jackson  Commandery,  36  swords. 
Ann  Arbor  Commandery,  31  swords. 
Adrian  Commandery,  36  swords. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

Drum  Corps. 
Peninsular  Commandery,  Kalamazoo,  23  swords. 
Marshall  Commandery,  27  swords. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 

DeMolai  Commandery,  Grand  Rapids,  36  swords. 
St.  Johns  Commandery,  26  swords. 
Ionia  Commandery,  23  swords. 
Pilgrim  Commandery,  Big  Rapids.  32  swords. 
Muskegon  Commandery,  32  swords. 
Detroit  City  Greys. 

Following  the  last  named  organization  were  two  elegant  landaus  containing  Sir 
Knight  Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States;  Sir  Knight  Charles  Batchelder,  Grand  Generalissimo  of  Pennsylvania;  Theo- 
dore S.  Parvin,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa;  Sir  Knight  Hugh  McCurdy,  Senior 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  various  other 
dignitaries.  The  various  divisions  were  in  charge  of  Col.  S.  S.  Matthews,  Past 
Grand  Commander,  and  other  distinguished  Sir  Knights.  After  faithfully  following 
out  the  line  of  march,  which  was  exceedingly  tedious  to  those  engaged,  the  head  of 
the  procession  reached  Recreation  Park  at  11:30  o'clock,  with  the  men  in  excellent 
condition.  Filing  upon  the  grounds  allotted  for  the  parade,  about  fifty  minutes  la- 
ter, a  slight  shower  of  rain  began  to  fall.  The  procession  broke  ranks  and  retired 
to  the  tents  in  the  western  portion  of  the  field. 

Forty  tents,  erected  six  hundred  feet  north  of  the  grand  stand,  served  as  the 
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headquarters  for  the  various  Commanderies  and  military  companies,  and  the  large 
area  of  thrifty  turf  between  the  tents  and  the  stands  served  as  the  parade  ground. 
The  brief  review  at  the  park,  which  ended  a  long  and  tiresome  march,  was  witnessed 
by  thousands  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  carriages  and  the  stand,  was  followed  by  a 
season  of  gloomy  cloudiness  and  fitful  showers  of  rain,  which  drove  the  organiza- 
tions to  their  quarters.  The  serving  of  refreshments,  music  by  the  bands,  and  a 
season  of  needed  rest,  occupied  the  time  to  three  o'clock,  when,  the  rain  having  long 
since  stopped,  exhibition  drills  were  given  by  the  Jackson  Commandery,  the  Detroit 
Commandery  and  the  several  military  companies.  While  all  of  the  exhibitions  were 
very  fine,  reflecting  the  greatest  credit  on  the  participants,  a  great  deal  of  favor  was 
accorded  the  Jackson  Knights,  and  the  City  Greys  of  the  militia.  The  evolutions  of 
both  these  organizations  were  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible,  while  the  Greys  in  their 
manual  of  arms  drill,  fairly  created  a  furore  among  all — Knights,  militia  and  the 
citizen  spectators. 

After  the  exhibition  drill  came  a  dress  parade  ending  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  hollow  square,  from  the  center  of  which  Sir  Knight  George  W. 
Chandler,  Grand  Commander,  made  a  few  impressive  and  appropriate 
remarks,  bearing  testimony  to  the  knightly  bearing  and  fine  appearance 
of  the  Sir  Knights,  and  congratulating  them  on  the  evident  improve- 
ment made  in  the  field  drill,  urging  upon  one  and  all  a  steadfast  purpose 
to  excel  in  the  good  work,  and  promising  that  the  near  future  would 
give  them  such  proficiency  as  would  make  them  the  peers  of  any  at  the 
next  Grand  Encampment. 

He  also  returned  personal  thanks  to  the  military  who  acted  as  es- 
cort, and  to  the  General  Committee  of  Arrangements,  as  also  to  the  Sir 
Knights  of  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  for  their  kindly  courtesy  ex- 
tended to  the  Grand  Commandery  and  its  officers  on  this  occasion. 

*  # 

Grand  Master  Dean  was  again  present  and  visited  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery at  this  annual  meeting,  being  received  with  the  honors  due  his 
exalted  station.  Past  Grand  Commander  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  of  Iowa, 
was  also  in  attendance  and  given  a  fitting  welcome. 

Although  the  Grand  Commandery  had  decided  to  hold  a  parade 
and  drill  annually  thereafter,  it  was  thought  best  to  omit  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  on  account  of  the  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment occuring  in  that  year,  and  the  holding  of  these  meetings  for  drill 
has  never  been  resumed  in  Michigan. 
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Sir  Charles  E.  Grisson,  of  St.  Johns,  was  elected  Grand  Command- 
er and  given  charge  of  the  Templar  Hosts  for  the  ensuing  year.  He  was 
not  destined,  however,  to  complete  his  year  of  service  in  that  exalted 
station,  as  he  died  about  six  months  after  being  installed  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  E.  GRISSON. 

Grand  Commander  Grisson  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ann  Arbor 
Lodge,  No.  85,  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1864.  He  took  the  several 
Chapter  degrees  in  St.  Johns  Chapter,  No.  45,  and  was  made  a  R.  A. 
Mason,  January  29,  1867.  He  took  the  Council  degrees  in  St.  Johns 
Council,  No.  21,  September  17,  1867. 

He  was  Knighted  in  St.  Johns  Commandery,  No.  24,  Febfuary  6, 
1869,  and  elected  Captain  General  of  his  Commandery  in  1870,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  office  until  1877,  when  he  was  elected  Eminent  Com- 
mander, which  position  he  held  for  one  year,  when  he  was  again  elected 
Captain  General,  which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

He  filled  with  credit  and  honor  many  of  the  subordinate  offices  in 
the  Grand  Commandery,  and  in  1882  he  was  elected  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  in  which 
office  he  died — ceasing  at  once  to  work  and  live. 

He  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  St.  Johns,  Monday,  November 
20,  1882,  after  a  lingering  and  painful  illness.  Telegraphic  notice  of 
his  death  and  date  of  burial  was  sent  to  all  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Grand  Commandery.  On  Wednesday,  November  2 2d,  the  day  fixed 
for  his  burial,  the  Grand  Commandery  assembled  at  St.  Johns,  at  12 
o'clock,  M.  All  the  Grand  Officers  present  except  Grand  Captain 
General  Eugene  Robinson,  who  was  absent  from  home  and  did  not  re- 
ceive his  notice  in  time  to  be  in  attendance. 

Lack  of  time  to  make  the  necassary  arrangements  precluded  the 
attendance  of  those  subordinate  Commanderies  not  on  the  direct  line  of 
railroad.  Detroit,  No.  1,  Pontiac,  No.  2,  Ionia,  No.  11,  Fenton,  No.  14, 
Genesse  Valley,  No.  15,  Corunna,  No.  21,  St.  Johns,  No.  24,  answered 
the  roll  call  and  were  assigned  proper  places  in  line.  DeMolai,  No.  5 
was  engaged  in  burying  one  of  its  own  members,  and  was  therefore  un- 
able to  do  more  than  send  a  delegation.    Representatives  from  Bay 
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City,  No.  26,  St.  Bernard,  No.  16,  Ann  Arbor,  No.  13,  Monroe,  No.  19, 
Jackson,  No.  9,  Lansing,  No.  25,  Three  Rivers,  No.  29,  Peninsular,  No. 
8,  and  Pilgrim,  No.  23,  were  present;  also  Gov.  D.  H.  Jerome  and  staff, 
the  members  of  the  State  Military  Board,  and  many  representatives  of 
the  various  military  bodies  of  the  state.  After  completing  the  neces- 
sary arrangements,  the  Grand  Commandery  marched  to  the  family 
residence  of  the  deceased,  where  the  funeral  services  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  member,  were  solemnized.  The 
solemn  and  impressive  services  of  our  Order  were  then  pronounced  by 
the  Grand  Commandery,  (the  Grand  Prelate,  Francis  A.  Blades,  officiat- 
ing;) after  which  the  remains  of  our  Grand  Commander  were  borne  to 
their  final  resting  place.  The  procession  was  formed  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1. 

2.  Pontiac  Commandery,  No.  2. 

3.  Ionia  Commandery,  No.  11. 

4.  Fen  ton  Commandery,  No.  14. 

5.  Genessee  Valley  Commandery,  No.  15. 

6.  Corunna  Commandery,  No.  21. 

7.  Masonic,  civil  and  military  bodies  of  St.  Johns. 

8.  St.  Johns  Commandery,  No.  24,  acting  as  Guard  of  Honor, 
forming  a  hollow  square  around  the  hearse. 

9.  The  Officers  and  Past  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

10.  Eminent  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders, 

11.  Gov.  D.  H.  Jerome  and  staff. 

12.  Representatives  of  the  military  bodies  of  the  state. 

13.  Family  and  friends  in  carriages. 

Arriving  at  the  cemetery,  the  lines  were  opened  and  the  cortege 
passed  through  to  the  grave,  where,  surrounded  by  a  vast  concourse  of 
mourning  fraters  and  friends,  whose  feelings  seemed  most  properly 
voiced  by  the  solemn  service  of  our  Order,  all  that  remained  earthly  of 
our  departed  and  well  beloved  companion  was  deposited  in  the  grave. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  in  the  prime  of  life  and  vigor 
of  manhood.  The  highest  honors  of  our  fraternity  were  his,  and  his 
memory  is  embalmed  in  our  hearts. 


270 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


By  the  death  of  Grand  Commander  Grisson,  the  Deputy  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  Jessa  E.  Saxton,  of  Detroit,  became  acting  Grand  Com- 
mander and  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  He  visited  most  of  the  Commanderies  and  under  the  inspiration 
of  his  magnetic  leadership,  great  interest  was  aroused  in  every  place 
which  he  visited  and  the  year  was  one  of  great  prosperity,  the  increase 
of  membership  being  unusually  large. 

About  two  months  previous  to  his  death,  Grand  Commander  Gris- 
son gave  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Alpena.  Applica- 
tions from  Petoskey  and  Cadillac  were  before  him  and  under  consider- 
ation at  the  time  of  his  death. 

1883. 

The  annual  conclave  in  May,  1883,  was  held  in  Detroit,  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  Saxton  presiding. 

Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  who  was  at  this  time  Senior  Warden  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  paid  his  first  official  visit  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  was  received  with  the  honors  befitting  a  representa- 
tive of  that  illustrious  body.  It  may  be  well  to  add  that  on  nearly  every 
succeeding  year  Sir  Hugh  paid  a  similar  official  visit  to  his  Grand 
Commandery  and  received  similar  honors,  until  he  had  passed  through 
the  exalted  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United 
States.  The  addresses  which  he  has  delivered  on  these  and  similar  oc- 
casions would  make  a  volume  exceeding  the  dimensions  of  this  entire 
work. 

Acting  Grand  Commander  Saxton,  in  recounting  his  work  for  the 
year  and  addressing  the  Grand  Commandery,  gave  many  valuable  sug- 
gestions for  the  good  of  Templar  Masonry  in  Michigan.  In  many  cases 
these  suggestions  have  been  adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  Command- 
eries, and  great  good  has  resulted  therefrom.  Among  other  matters  he 
specially  dwelt  upon  the  subject  of  the  uniform,  and  in  speaking  of  the 
black  frock  coats  in  use  in  m  any  Commanderies  ,he  facetiously  describes 
them  as  follows: 

At  present  there  is  as  much  diversity  as  there  was  in  the  color  of  Joseph's  cele- 
brated garment.  Everything  in  the  shape  of  a  black  coat  with  a  skirt  is  claimed  to 
fill  the  requirement  of  a  ' 'black  frock  coat,"  whether  it  be  double  or  single  breasted, 
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long  or  short  in  the  skirts  or  waist,  cut  to  button  high  or  low,  and  in  many  cases 
the  ordinary  cutaway  is  worn.  In  the  military  coat  of  the  Order  we  find  nearly  as 
great  variety;  double  breasted  and  single  breasted,  standing  and  turn-down  collars, 
long  and  short  skirts.  In  black  covered  buttons  we  have  every  known  variety,  and 
we  have  also  a  fair  sprinkling  of  metal  buttons. 

He  strongly  urged  that  the  minimum  annual  dues  to  be  charged  by 
Commanderies  should  not  be  less  than  three  dollars,  and  in  accordance 
with  that  recommendation,  an  amendment,  to  that  effect  was  introduced 
but  failed  of  adoption.  As  a  result  of  his  recommendation  concerning 
uniform  and  after  much  discussion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  promulgated  in  case  the  Grand  Encampment  at  its 
coming  conclave  did  not  adopt  a  standard  uniform.  That  not  being 
done  the  uniform  described  below  became  and  has  since  remained  the 
regulation  uniform  in  Michigan. 

COATS. 

For  all  Sir  Knights,  a  single-breasted  black  broadcloth  frock  coat,  nine  buttons 
in  front  and  two  on  back  seams  at  height  of  waist;  the  skirt  will  extend  to  within 
one  inch  of  the  knee;  the  buttons  shall  be  black  prunella,  half  round;  cuffs  of  coat 
3^  inches  deep,  parallel  with  lower  edge  of  sleeve;  three  buttons  on  lower  seam  one 
inch  apart,  buttons  same  as  above,  but  one-half  size.  Standing  collar  1%  inch,  in 
height;  or  to  rise  sufficiently  to  allow  the  chin  to  turn  easily — the  opening  of  collar 
in  front  to  be  ^  inch  at  upper  edge.  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Commanders  and  all 
Eminent  Commanders,  or  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  may  wear  coat  same  as  above, 
except  made  double-breasted. 

chapkau. 

Regulation  beaver  to  be  trimmed  with  Passion  Cross.  Cross  on  left  side  in 
black  satin  rosette,  with  two  black  and  one  white  Ostrich  plumes.  The  white  not  to 
extend  more  than  2  inches  from  back  of  chapeau;  frame  of  chapeau  to  be  of  felt,  the 
front  and  rear  peaks  to  extend  4^  inches  from  head;  the  side  of  chapeau  to  be 
beveled,  being  1  inch  smaller  at  top  than  at  head.  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand 
Officers  the  same,  with  gilt  Maltese  Cross,  and  trimmed  with  gilt  lace  across  peaks, 

inches  in  width,  and  gold  fringe  on  upper  side  of  front  peak.  Eminent  Com- 
manders and  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  same  as  Grand  Officers,  except  Passion 
Cross.    Cross  with  rays,  to  be  3  inches  by  2. 

FATIGUE  CAP. 

Black  broadcloth;  crown  3  inches  high,  to  be  trimmed  with  navy  black  silk  band, 
1%  inches  wide;  two  white  metal  buttons  to  fasten  strap;  Visor  of  black  patent  leath- 
er 6%  inches  wide  and  1^  inches  deep — corners  to  be  rounded,  frame  to  be  leather 
and  hair  cloth;  lining,  leather;  on  front  of  crown,  Passion  Cross,  same  as  on  chapeau, 
except  2  by  1     inches.    Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  same  as  above,  ex- 
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cept  gold  Maltese  Cross  and  gold  lace  band  in  place  of  black  silk.  Eminent  Com- 
manders and  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  same  as  above,  but  gold  Passion  Cross  and 
gold  lace  band. 

BALDRIC. 

White  army  cloth,  trimmed  with  black  silk  velvet;  the  velvet  to  be  i  inch  wide 
on  each  side  of  the  white  cloth,  the  whole  to  be  4  inches  wide  and  lined  with  green 
silk;  gold  navy  lace  #  inch  wide  to  border  the  black  on  inner  side  over  seam  at  point 
of  intersection  with  white  cloth.  Regulation  Star  on  breast.  Baldric  to  be  joined 
1  inch  above  hip  and  to  extend  13  inches  below  upper  point  of  joining. 

BELT. 

Vermilion  red  Morocco,  cloth  lined,  to  be  stitched  in  double  rows;  width  1  ^ 
inches;  fasten  around  body  with  metal  clasp;  face  of  buckle  oval  shape.  Comman- 
deries  may  have  name  and  number  on  face  of  buckle;  two  short  chains  to  support 
sword,  and  a  third  chain  to  extend  from  left  button  on  back  of  coat  to  lower  ring  of 
scabbard.  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers,  Eminent  Commanders  and  Past  Emi- 
nent Commanders,  same  as  above,  except  of  gold  lace  with  three  stripes  of  red. 

SWORD. 

White  ivory  handle  with  small  link  chain  from  hilt  to  guard;  handle  to  be  or- 
namented with  Passion  Cross  and  monogram;  blade  to  be  of  best  steel,  name  etched 
on  same,  and  ornamented  in  fine  gilt;  scabbard  to  be  of  steel,  silver  plated,  and  or- 
namented with  three  white  metal  mountings,  and  name  on  same;  length  of  sword  to 
be  determined  from  the  position  of  parade  rest.  Grand  Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers, 
and  Eminent  Commanders  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  same  as  above,  but.  gold 
plated. 

CUFFS. 

To  be  buff  color;  length  on  upper  edge  7  inches,  lower  edge  5  inches,  and  se- 
cured by  three  white  metal  buttons,  and  ornamented  with  silver  Passion  Cross  and 
rays  embroidered  on  same.  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand  Officers  same,  except 
gold  trimmings  and  gold  Maltese  Cross.  Eminent  Commanders  and  Past  Eminent 
Commanders  same,  except  gold  Passion  Cross. 

GLOVES. 

Buff  color,  lisle  thread. 

SHIRT  COLLAR. 

White  linen,  standing,  to  show  above  coat  collar. 

PANTALOONS. 

Black  broadcloth,  or  doe  skin. 

FULL  DRESS  UNIFORM. 

To  consist  of  coat  and  pantaloons  as  prescribed;  baldric,  belt,  sword,  cuffs,  gloves, 
Ohapeau. 


JESSA  E.  SAXTONy 
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FATIGUE  DRESS. 

Same  as  full  dress,  except  cap  in  place  of  chapeau,  and  without  baldric  and  puffs. 

SHOULDER  STRAPS. 

Shoulder  straps  should  only  be  worn  by  the  Eminent  Commander,  Generalis- 
simo, Captain  General  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders. 

* 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  the  Sir  Knights  residing  at  Charlotte 
first  attempted  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  Commandery  at  that 
place.  Their  petition  came  before  the  Grand  Commandery  and  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  which  presented  a  divided  report,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, Charlotte  did  not  secure  its  Commandery  at  that  time. 

* 

Sir  Jessa  E.  Saxton,  having  so  satisfactorily  performed  the  work  of 
the  Grand  Commander  during  the  half  year  in  which  he  was  acting 
in  that  capacity,  the  Grand  Commandery  unanimously  elected  him  to 
that  position  at  the  annual  election  in  1883. 

SKETCH  OF  JESSA  E.  SAXTON. 

Jessa  E.  Saxton  was  born  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  August  24th, 
1844,  and  his  boyhood  days  were  mostly  spent  in  Oakland  County, 
where,  in  the  public  schools,  he  received  his  education.  In  i860,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  wool  trade,  which  he  conducted  until  1875,  in  which  year 
he  became  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  General  Manager  of  the  Globe  To- 
bacco Company  in  Detroit,  continuing  in  this  position  until  1881.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  Montana  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  which  had  be- 
come somewhat  impaired,  and  became  interested  in  cattle  raising  and 
silver  mining,  which  occupied  his  attention  for  the  next  few  years.  He 
has  recently  returned  to  Michigan  and  resides  at  Union  City,  being 
President  of  the  Peerless  Portland  Cement  Company  at  that  place. 

His  interest  in  Masonry  dates  from  an  early  period  in  his  life.  He 
was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Commerce  Lodge,  No.  121,  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  Peninsular  Chapter,  No.  16,  a  Royal  and  Select  Master  in 
Monroe  Council,  No.  1,  a  Knight  Templar  in  Detroit  Commandery,  No. 
1,  and  received  the  Scottish  Rite  Degrees  in  Michigan  Sovereign  Con- 
sistory, Detroit.  While  he  has  been  interested  in  all  the  departments 
of  Masonry,  yet  it  was  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  which  seemed  to 
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draw  forth  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  nature,  and  to  that  Order  he  gave 
the  best  of  his  energies  and  talents.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Eminent 
Commander  of  Detroit  Commandery.  At  this  time  he  was  an  untried 
Mason,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  duties  of  presiding  over  and  doing  the 
work  in  a  masonic  body.  In  the  minds  of  many  of  the  older  members 
of  this  Commandery,  there  were  fears  as  to  the  feasibility  of  putting  the 
affairs  of  the  Commandery  into  the  hands  of  this  untried  Knight.  He 
soon,  however,  demonstrated  his  ability  and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best 
and  most  successful  presiding  officers  this  Commandery  ever  had. 
His  fine  executive  ability,  his  charming  rendition  of  the  work  and  the 
effectiveness  thereof,  insured  his  success  as  an  Eminent  Commander. 
He  retained  this  position  longer  than  any  other  Sir  Knight  who  ever 
presided  over  Detroit  Commandery,  being  re-elected  each  year  until  he 
had  served  therein  for  eight  years.  His  record  speaks  for  itself.  He 
imparted  grace  and  splendor  to  the  work  and  in  the  exemplification  of 
the  Templar  ritual,  he  was  always  at  his  best.  His  work  was  done  with 
a  smoothness  and  polish  excelled  by  none  and  equaled  by  few.  While 
he  was  genial  and  companionable,  he  nevertheless  was  earnest  and  per- 
sistent in  discipline.  His  nice  sense  of  order  and  adaptation  of  things, 
aided  him  very  much  in  bringing  out  the  full  effect  of  the  beautiful 
Knight  Templar  ritual.  He  possessed,  to  an  eminent  degree,  the  fac- 
ulty of  inspiring  his  subordinates  with  a  zeal  to  make  their  work  effect- 
ive. The  years  of  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Detroit  Com- 
mandery were  golden  ones.  It  was  his  honor  to  command  Detroit  Com- 
mandery at  two  triennial  conclaves  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  Cleve- 
land in  1877,  and  at  Chicago  in  1880.  On  both  of  these  occasions  fresh 
laurels  were  added  to  the  already  brilliant  history  of  this  superb  Com- 
mandery. The  handling  of  the  Commandery  under  his  direction  and 
that  of  his  wonderfully  efficient  Captain  General,  Sir  Eugene  Robinson, 
was  without  a  parallel,  and  these  two  fraters  will  ever  live  in  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  Commandery. 

In  1882,  upon  the  death  of  Right  Eminent  Sir  Grisson,  he  became 
Acting  Grand  Commander,  and  in  1883  was  elected  Grand  Commander. 
His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Commandery  during  his 
term  of  service  showed  the  same  zeal  and  fidelity  which  was  noticeable 
in  so  marked  a  degree  during  the  time  he  presided  over  Detroit  Com- 
mandery, and  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were 
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crowned  with  success  and  assured  him  of  a  lasting  place  in  the  history 
of  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  in  Michigan. 

* 

*  * 

The  most  important  Templar  event  of  the  year  was  the  triennial 
conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  held  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco. 
Michigan  was  represented  by  seventy-five  Sir  Knights,  as  escort  to 
Grand  Commandery,  and  were  organized  into  the  Michigan  battallion. 
The  headquarters  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were  established  at  the 
Baldwin  Hotel  and  the  hospitalities  dispensed  as  best  could  be  done  un- 
der the  circumstances. 

* 

*  * 

Grand  Commander  Saxton  did  not  abate  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
he  performed  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office  of  Grand  Commander 
when  acting  in  that  capacity  during  the  half  of  the  previous  year,  but 
on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  be  inspired  with  new  zeal  to  bring  up  the 
standard  of  the  Commanderies  in  Michigan  nearer  to  that  high  stan- 
dard which  he  felt  they  ought  to  attain.  He  visited  twenty-four  out  of 
the  thirty-two  Commanderies  and  in  almost  every  instance  his  visit  re- 
sulted in  practical  good  to  the  Bodies  visited. 

John  Clark  Commandery,  stationed  at  St.  Clair,  after  a  struggle  of 
several  years  with  constantly  decreasing  membership  and  limited  terri- 
tory, decided  to  surrender  its  charter,  which  was  done  on  June  20th  of 
this  year. 

1884. 

Early  in  February,  Grand  Commander  Saxton  convened  his  Grand 
Council  at  Grand  Rapids,  to  consider  the  question  of  holding  a  state  en- 
campment in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at 
its  last  annual  meeting.  After  fully  discussing  the  matter,  it  was 
unanimously  decided  that  such  an  encampment  would  result  in  lasting 
benefit,  and  if  held  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year,  most  of  the  Com- 
manderies would  participate.  It  was  thought  advisable,  however,  not  to 
attempt  holding  one  in  connection  with  the  annual  conclave  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  but  to  make  it  a  special  Templar  field  day,  some- 
time about  the  first  of  September.  In  accordance  with  this  agreement, 
Grand  Commander  Saxton  issued  a  circular  to  the  Commanderies,  noti- 
fying them  that  such  encampment  would  be  held  at  Detroit  at  about 
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the  time  mentioned,  the  exact  date  and  details  concerning  the  same  to 
be  arranged  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  May. 
At  that  meeting,  the  Grand  Commandery  decided  to  hold  such  an  en- 
campment the  last  week  in  August,  1884,  the  duration  to  be  not  less 
than  two  days  and  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  general  field  work  and  per- 
fection of  drill,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Grand  Cap- 
tain General.  Grand  Captain  General  Robinson,  however,  found  it  im- 
possible to  secure  a  suitable  place  for  holding  this  encampment  at  the 
time  designated,  and  by  an  edict  of  the  Grand  Commander  the  same 
was  postponed  and  has  never  yet  been  held. 

Sir  Knight  Rev.  George  W.  Wilson,  who  was  Grand  Prelate  for 
several  years,  died  in  Rome,  Georgia,  in  this  year. 

Sir  George  W.  Wilson  was  made  a  Mason  while  in  the  army,  April 
19th,  1862.  Joined  Evergreen  Lodge,  No.  9,  St.  Clair,  in  1866.  Was 
made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  12,  February  12th, 
1867.  Was  Knighted  in  John  Clark  Commandery,  No.  20,  March  26th, 
1870. 

He  was  a  miuister  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Rome,  Georgia. 

Sir  Wilson  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  was  a  man  of  most  generous 
impulses,  and  full  of  those  kindly  sympathies  that  make  all  human  suf- 
fering his  own. 

At  the  call  of  his  country,  in  the  late  civil  war,  he  received  the 
commission  as  Captain  of  Company  G.  5th  Regiment  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  acquitted  himself  with  credit. 

Returning  from  the  war,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  so  far  from  retaining  any  feelings  of  bitterness, 
he  went  South  to  serve  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  gave  his  life  to 
serve  the  people  he  fought  in  the  war. 

* 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  this  year,  the  Charlotte  Sir  Knights  re- 
newed their  attempt  to  secure  a  dispensation  for  a  Commandery  at  that 
place  and  were  again  unsuccessful. 

The  custom  of  exchanging  fraternal  visits  between  Commanderies 
for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  work  of  the  Order  and  exchanging 
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fraternal  courtesies,  was  now  becoming  quite  common  in  Michigan,  and 
the  Grand  Commandery  endorsed  that  practice  and  recommended  its 
continuance,  at  the  same  time  cautioning  the  Commanderies  to  avoid 
extravagant  or  unreasonable  display  in  entertaining  these  visitors,  and 
urging  the  visiting  Bodies  to  pay  their  own  railroad  expenses  and  hotel 
bills  so  as  not  to  make  the  visit  a  burden  upon  the  Commandery 
visited. 

Grand  Commander  Saxton  retired  from  his  high  office  with  the  love 
and  admiration  of  the  entire  Order  in  Michigan.  Among  his  closing 
suggestions,  was  one  that  our  Grand  Commandery  engage  in  the  work 
of  building  a  Masonic  Home  after  the  plan  of  the  one  then  running  in 
Kentucky.  The  Grand  Commandery  did  nothing  with  this  recom- 
mendation, but  in  after  years,  after  the  establishment  of  the  Home,  it 
did  its  full  share  in  helping  to  erect  and  maintain  that  institution.  Sir 
Heman  N.  Moore  was  elected  Grand  Commander  for  the  year  follow- 
ing May,  1884,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  with  the  Com- 
manderies and  their  members  filled  with  a  commendable  zeal  which  they 
had  acquired  through  the  earnest  efforts  of  his  predecessor. 

SKETCH  OF  H.  N.  MOORE. 

Heman  Nickerson  Moore  was  born  at  North  Anson,  Maine,  May 
10th,  1842.  His  father  was  a  minister  and  his  mother  had  some  promi- 
nence in  literature.  In  the  year  1859,  he  came  to  Grand  Rapids  and 
entered  the  Dry  Goods  House  of  Douglas  and  Co.,  as  a  clerk.  He  re- 
mained in  this  place  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
entered  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  Orderly  Sergeant, 
and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  was  wounded  in  action  at  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  September  17th,  1862.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
7th  Cavalry  and  made  Captain,  November  26th,  1862,  serving  under 
General  Custer,  and  for  his  daring  exploits  at  skirmishing  was  pro- 
moted to  brevet  colonel.  He  resigned  June  30th,  1865,  an^  returned  to 
Grand  Rapids,  where  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  for  two  years, 
at  the  same  time  acting  as  sheriff  of  Kent  County.  Later  he  became 
established  in  the  grocery  business  in  company  with  F.  E.  Rice.  In 
1882  he  was  appointed  by  President  Garfield  as  postmaster  at  Grand 
Rapids,  serving  as  such  during  that  administration. 

After  retiring  from  the  post-office  he  engaged  with  the  Grand  Rap- 
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ids  Packing  &  Provision  Company,  and  was  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  same  for  a  number  of  years.  Resigning  from  this  bus- 
iness in  1893,  he  took  up  the  commission  and  brokerage  business,  in 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  until  his  death  in  1896. 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Grand  River  Lodge,  No.  34,  De- 
cember 1 6th,  1863;  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Grand  Rapids  Chap- 
ter, No.  7,  May  7th,  1866;  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  DeMolai  Com- 
mandery,  No.  5,  December  13,  1870;  he  served  as  Eminent  Commander 
of  this  Commandery  from  1877  to  1882  inclusive.  He  was  a  3 2d  de- 
gree Scottish  Right  Mason  and  a  member  of  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory, 
his  membership  dating  August  15th,  1878. 

He  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home 
Association  from  the  time  of  its  first  organization,  and  gave  freely  of 
his  time  and  means  towards  the  erecting  and  furnishing  of  this  mag- 
nificent enterprise,  with  which  his  name  will  always  remain  associated. 
He  was  president  of  the  Home  Association  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  Michigan,  May  10th,  1881,  and 
served  one  year  with  much  ability.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Grand 
Rapids,  on  Tuesday,  November  3,  1896,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years, 
going  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  honored  and  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  an  earnest  Mason,  an  enthusiastic  Knight  Templar,  a 
brave  soldier  and  a  good  citizen. 

*  * 

There  were  numerous  occasions  during  the  year  in  which  Michigan 
Commanderies  were  permitted  to  parade  in  public,  among  them  being 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Court  House  at  Saginaw,  on  the 
29th  of  May;  the  participating  in  a  Soldier's  Reunion  at  Alma,  on  Aug- 
ust 28th,  and  the  acting  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Court  House  in  Kalamazoo,  on  the  4th  day  of 

July. 

No  new  Commanderies  were  organized  during  the  year,  but  the 
efforts  to  secure  them  in  Charlotte  and  Northville  were  still  continued, 
the  Sir  Knights  in  those  places  not  being  willing  to  yield  to  defeat. 
Of  their  further  efforts  and  the  success  which  eventually  attended  them, 
future  mention  will  be  made. 
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1885. 

The  Grand  Commandery  held  its  annual  conclave  in  Detroit,  with 
representatives  of  thirty-five  Commanderies  in  attendance.  Grand  Com- 
mander Moore  recommended  that  Ascension  Day  be  set  aside  and  made 
a  Templars'  Annual  Memorial  Day,  and  that  proper  services  for  the 
occasion  be  had  on  that  day,  and  the  graves  of  all  Knights  Templar 
strewn  with  flowers,  to  commemorate  our  love  for  those  who  have  passed 
to  the  other  shore.  This  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee, 
of  which  Rev.  Francis  A.  Blades  was  chairman,  and  on  their  re- 
commendation, the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  carrying  into  effect 
the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

Resolved,  That  Ascension  Day,  as  observed  by  the  Christian  Church,  be  observed 
by  the  subordinate  Commanderies  of  this  jurisdiction  with  proper  religious  service, 
held  either  at  their  several  Asylums,  or  in  some  church  or  suitable  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  day  shall  also  be  recognized  and  observed  as  a  Templar  me- 
morial day,  when,  with  proper  ceremonies,  the  several  subordinate  Commanderies 
will  parade,  and  visit  the  cemeteries,  and  decorate  with  flowers  the  graves  of  the 
Templar  dead  of  their  several  jurisdictions. 

Since  this  time  many  of  the  Commanderies  of  Michigan  have 
annually  observed  this  day  and  participated  in  the  exercises  for  which 
it  was  thus  appropriately  set  apart. 

Grand  Commander  Moore  also  suggested  the  propriety  of  creating 
a  new  officer  to  be  known  as  the  Grand  Inspector  General.  A  com- 
mittee, of  which  Sir  Henry  F.  Hastings  was  chairman,  recommended 
that  such  an  officer  be  elected  each  year,  but  it  being  pointed  out  by  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan 
could  not  create  an  elective  office  other  than  provided  by  the  Grand 
Encampment,  an  attempt  was  made  to  have  such  an  officer  appointed 
instead  of  elected,  but  the  Grand  Commandery  did  not  feel  like  creating 
an  office  of  this  kind  and  the  matter  was  laid  upon  the  table.  Since 
this  time  no  further  attempt  has  been  made  to  create  a  new  officer 
especially  to  inspect  the  Commanderies  but  this  work  has  been  left  to 
the  judgment  of  each  Grand  Commander. 

The  reprint  of  the  early  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
which  had  been  discussed  for  several  years,  and  of  which  mention  has 
heretofore  been  made,  became  an  established  fact  this  year,  the  Grand 
Commandery  authorizing  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Grand  Recorder. 
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Another  attempt  was  made  to  hold  a  state  encampment,  and  a 
committee  consisting  of  the  Knights  Templar  who  were  members  of  the 
State  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  created  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  loan  of  the  camp  equippage  of  the  state  militia  for  the 
purposes  of  the  encampment.  Like  the  previous  efforts  regarding  state 
encampments,  this  one  also  came  to  naught,  as  did  one  or  two  others 
made  in  subsequent  years,  and  the  subject  of  annual  state  encamp- 
ments seems  to  have  been  effectually  retired  from  the  consideration  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan. 

The  Sir  Knights  of  Charloitte  again  renewed  their  application  for  a 
charter  for  a  Commandery  at  that  place,  and  this  time  met  with  success, 
the  Grand  Commandery  almost  unanimously  voting  the  charter  for  the 
petitioners.  Lansing  Commandery  strenuously  objected  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Commandery  at  Charlotte,  and  through  its  representa- 
tive gave  notice  of  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Encampment  from  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Commandery.  Later  in  the  session  Sir  Nelson  P.  Jones, 
proxy  for  Eminent  Commander  of  Lansing  Commandery,  No.  25,  asked 
permission  to  address  the  Grand  Commandery  on  a  question  of  privilege. 
Permission  was  unanimously  granted  the  Sir  Knight,  who  proceeded  in 
a  most  courteous  manner  to  give  his  views  relative  to  the  granting 
of  a  charter  to  form  and  open  a  new  Commandery  at  Charlotte,  and 
of  the  great  injustice  he  thought  had  been  done  his  Commandery;  but 
upon  mature  reflection,  he  had  ^decided  to  withdraw  the  notice  given 
at  this  morning's  session,  of  appeal  to  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  say 
to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Charlotte  that  his  Commandery  had  none  but  the 
kindest  feeling  towards  them  personally  and  as  Knights  Templar,  and 
that  he  hoped  their  future  would  be  as  prosperous  as  their  fondest 
wishes  could  contemplate. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Sir  Jones'  remarks,  Sir  Parm  S.  DeGraff, 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  Charlotte  Commandery,  came  forward 
and  with  deep  feeling  reciprocated  the  kindly  sentiments  expressed  by 
Sir  Jones,  and  hoped  that  bickerings  and  strife  were  at  an  end,  and  that 
all  would  be  peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  within  the  walls  of  the 
Asylums,  and  also  among  the  Sir  Knights. 

The  remarks  of  these  Sir  Knights  were  listened  to  with  great  atten- 
tion and  deep  feeling,  and  as  they  closed  with  one  accord  the  Knights 
present  congratulated  them,  and  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that  the  con- 
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tention  was  at  an  end,  and  that  if  any  informality  had  existed  all  would 
be  forgotten,  and  the  action  taken  this  day  by  the  Grand  Commandery 
would  tend  to  strengthen  rather  than  weaken  Templar  Masonry  within 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  hopes  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  this  difficulty  were  destined, 
however,  to  be  blasted,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  record  of  action  at  the 
annual  conclave  the  next  year. 

Sir  William  Barclay,  who  was  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery for  the  fourteen  years  following  its  organization,  died  at  his 
home  January  22,  1885.  He  was  born  May  24,  1808,  at  Beith,  Ayrshire, 
Scotland.  Came  to  America  in  1832.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason 
in  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  F.  &  A.  M.,  December  27,  1842;  made  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1,  February  9,  1843;  received  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  March  21,  1851; 
was  Eminent  Commander  thereof  in  1858-9;  was  elected  Grand  Treas- 
urer of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  its  organization,  April  7,  1857,  and 
continued  as  such  until  June  7,  187 1,  at  which  time  he  declined  a  re- 
election and  was  unanimously  elected  an  Honorary  Member  thereof,  and 
so  continued  until  his  death.  He  was  buried  under  the  auspices  of 
Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  Detroit  Commandery  acting  as  escort. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  this  year,  R.  Allen  Hall,  of 
Coldwater,  was  chosen  Grand  Commander. 

SKETCH  OF  R.  ALLEN  HALL. 

Ransom  Allen  Hall  wsa  born  at  Marshall,  Michigan,  March  7th, 
1843,  an^  grew  to  manhood  in  that  place.  In  his  early  manhood  he  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  Coldwater  and  engaged  with  him  in  watch, 
clock  and  jewelry  business,  which  they  conducted  together  in  that  place 
until  the  year  1886.  In  this  year  Mr.  Hall  removed  to  Wichita,  Kan- 
sas, where  so  many  eastern  men  were  going  to  acquire  fame  and  for- 
tune, and  established  himself  in  the  same  business,  which  he  conducted 
there  for  the  next  three  or  four  years,  when  he  removed  to  Chicago 
where  he  still  resides. 

He  received  all  his  masonic  degrees  in  Coldwater  with  the  exception 
of  the  Scottish  Rite,  which  he  received  in  Wichita.  He  was  made  a 
Master  Mason  in  Tyre  Lodge,  No.  18,  May  15th,  1866,  and  a  Royal 
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Arch  Mason  in  Temple  Chapter,  No.  21,  October  3rd,  of  the  same  year. 
He  made  rapid  progress  in  Masonry  and  soon  after  this  took  the  degrees 
and  orders  of  the  Council  and  Commandery.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
active  members  in  all  these  bodies,  rarely  missing  a  meeting  of  either 
and  occupying  many  official  positions  therein.  He  is  a  Past  High 
Priest  of  Temple  Chapter  and  a  Past  Commander  of  Jacobs  Command- 
ery. 

In  1885  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Michigan,  after  having  risen  step  by  step  through  all  the  subor- 
dinate offices  in  that  body,  and  he  conducted  the  affairs  of  Templar  Ma- 
sonry in  this  state  with  much  discretion  and  ability  during  his  year  of 
service.  In  the  memorable  contest  between  Lansing  and  Charlotte  Com- 
manderies,  and  in  which  the  Grand  Commandery  was  in  a  certain  sense 
in  conflict  with  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  displayed  wisdom  and  abil- 
ity, and  by  his  careful  management  of  the  case,  did  much  to  help  es- 
tablish the  soundness  of  the  position  taken  by  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Michigan. 

On  his  removal  to  Kansas  he  dimitted  from  Mt.  Moriah  Council, 
R.  &  S.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  organize  a  Council  in  Wichita 
and  was  made  its  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  which  office  he  held 
for^three  years. 

Although  residing  in  Chicago  he  retains  his  membership  in  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commandery  in  Coldwater,  and  thus  remains  identified 
with  his  masonic  associates  throughout  the  State  of  Michigan. 

* 

A  new  Commandery  was  established  in  Hancock  this  year,  it  being 
the  third  one  to  be  organized  in  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

The  occasion  of  the  instituting  of  Charlotte  Commandery  on  June  24 
1885,  was  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  Templar  event  ever  occurring  in 
the  central  part  of  the  state,  and  therefore  is  worthy  of  a  somewhat  ex- 
tended notice.  Lansing  Commandery  protested  against  the  institution 
of  Charlotte  Commandery  and  that  protest  not  being  heeded  by  Grand 
Commander  Hall,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States.  This  action  being  generally  known  brought  the 
matter  into  such  prominence,  as  to  make  it  a  natter  of  interest  to 
Knights  Templar  all  over  the  state. 
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The  date  for  instituting  the  Commandery  had  been  fixed  for  June 
24th— St.  John's  Day,  and  elaborate  preparations  had  been  made  for  the 
event. 

The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  court  house,  hotels 
and  business  houses  were  profusely  decorated  with  flags,  and  an  eager, 
expectant  crowd  of  people  thronged  the  main  thoroughfares. 

The  morning  was  passed  in  preparations  for  the  proper  entertain- 
ment of  the  visiting  Commanderies,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon 
in  meeting  the  knightly  visitors  at  the  trains,  the  local  Commandery, 
headed  by  the  City  Band,  doing  escort  duty. 

About  4  o'clock  the  Sir  Knights  repaired  to  the  asylum,  where  the 
exercises  of  instituting  Charlotte  Commandery,  No.  37,  were  performed 
by  Right  Eminent  Sir  R.  Allen  Hall,  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar  of  Michigan,  assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers. 

The  ceremonies  of  institution  were  very  impressive.  After  the 
Commandery  was  instituted  the  following  Sir  Knights  were  duly  in- 
stalled by  Deputy  Grand  Commander  Lawrence,  assisted  by  Sir  J.  S. 
Conover,  as  Grand  Marshal. 

The  banquet  hour  having  arrived,  the  Sir  Knights  formed  in  line 
in  the  following  order: 

City  Band,  Charlotte. 
Charlotte  Commandery,  No.  37,  30  swords;  D.  B.  Ainger,  E.  C. 
German  Band,  Battle  Creek. 
Battle  Creek  Commandery,  No.  33,  31  swords;  Geo.  W.  Nichols,  E.  C. 
City  Band,  Grand  Rapids. 
Grand  Rapids  Commandery,  No.  5,  48  swords;  H.  F.  Hastings,  E.  C. 
Marshall  Commandery,  No.  17,  40  swords;  Nathaniel  Frank,  E.  C. 
Dickey's  Band,  Jackson. 
Jackson  Commandery,  No.  9,  70  swords;  Walter  Heyser,  E.  C. 

The  procession  marched  to  E.  T.  Church's  beautiful  lawn,  where 
the  Sir  Knights  broke  ranks  and  were  seated  at  thirty  tables,  glittering 
with  silverware,  beautified  by  numerous  bouquets  of  fragrant  flowers 
and  literally  loaded  with  all  the  toothsome  edibles  of  the  season.  Be- 
side each  plate  was  a  handsome  button-hole  bouquet,  which  the  feasters 
quickly  appropriated  and  fastened  to  the  lapels  of  their  coats. 
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toasts. 

After  the  inner  man  had  been  satisfied,  Toastmaster  E.  S.  Lacey, 
in  a  happy  manner  announced  the  following  toasts  in  the  order  named: 

Charlotte  Commandery,  No.  37 — responded  to  by  Sir  P.  T.  VanZile. 
The  Grand  Commandery — responded  to  by  Right  Eminent  Sir  Hall. 
DeMolai  Commandery,  No.  5,  Grand  Rapids — responded  to  by  Sir  Watkins. 
Jackson  Commandery,  No.  9 — responded  to  by  Sir  Mitchell. 
Marshall  Commandery,  No.  1 7 — responded  to  by  Sir  Parker. 
Battle  Creek  Commandery,  No.  33 — responded  to  by  Sir  Nichols. 
The  Ladies — responded  to  by  Sir  F.  A.  Blades,  of  Detroit. 

This  last  toast  was  the  occasion  of  much  merriment,  and  many 
were  the  hearty  laughs  indulged  in  by  the  Sir  Knights  and  specators 
assembled. 

The  German  Band,  of  Battle  Creek,  rendered  some  excellent  music, 
lines  were  again  formed  and  a  short  parade  took  place.  After  the  pa- 
rade Jackson  Commandery  gave  an  exhibition  drill.  The  evolutions 
were  difficult,  executed  like  clock-work,  and  called  forth  frequent  plau- 
dits from  the  admiring  throng. 

During  the  evening  Jackson  Commandery  exemplified  the  Red 
Cross  work  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  there  being  six  postulants. 
Work  in  the  asylum  closed  about  11:30,  and  the  visiting  Commanderies 
took  their  departure  by  trains  leaving  the  city  from  one  to  two  hours 
later.  In  the  meantime  the  Grand  Rapids  band  made  the  night  melo- 
dious by  serenading  the  residences  of  many  Templars  and  citizens.  It 
was  not  only  an  eventful  day  for  Charlotte  Templars  but  it  was  a  day 
which  will  be  memorable  in  Templar  Masonry  in  Michigan.  It  was 
also  a  grand  day  for  Charlotte.  She  did  herself  proud  and  did  much  to 
add  to  her  name  and  fame  throughout  the  state  as  a  beautiful,  thriving 
and  hospitable  city. 


The  matter  of  most  absorbing  interest  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
at  its  annual  conclave  this  year  was  the  memorable  contest  between 
Lansing  and  Charlotte  Commanderies,  and  through  final  results,  also 
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between  the  Grand  Commandery  and  the  Grand  Encampment.  Grand 
Commander  Hall,  having  reported  his  action  in  instituting  this  Com- 
mandery, together  with  the  protest  and  appeal  of  Lansing  Commandery, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  acting  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
that  nothing  should  be  done  concerning  Charlotte  Commandery  until 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  whole  matter  was  placed  in 
charge  of  a  committee  to  fully  investigate  everything  connected  there- 
with. This  committee  made  an  exhaustive  report,  covering  the  whole 
ground  from  the  time  of  the  first  petition  of  the  Charlotte  Knights 
down  to  and  including  the  organization  of  the  new  Commandery,  and 
upon  their  report  and  recommendation,  the  Grand  Commander's  action 
was  sustained  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Sir  Oliver  L.  Spaulding, 
Sir  John  W.  McGrath  and  Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  was  appointed  to 
defend  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Encampment.  When  that  meeting  occurred  in  the  following 
September,  this  committee  was  present  and  gave  careful  attention  to 
the  matter  placed  in  its  charge,  and  after  that  Grand  Body  had  carefully 
reviewed  all  matters  pertaining  to  this  case,  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Michigan  and  the  legality  of  the  organization  of  the 
Charlotte  Commandery  were  fully  sustained. 

In  justice  to  Lansing  Commandery  it  should  be  said  that  its  mem- 
bers acted  from  a  settled  conviction  that  their  position  was  right,  and 
this  being  their  conviction,  they  manfully  fought  for  what  they  believed 
to  be  their  rights  until  the  matter  was  determined  by  the  highest  Tem- 
plar authority  in  the  world,  and  having  been  thus  determined,  Lansing 
Commandery  generously  buried  all  feelings  of  animosity  in  the  past 
and  extended  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Charlotte  Commandery, 
and  the  most  cordial  feelings  have  existed  between  these  two  bodies 
since  that  day. 

Soon  after  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  its  annual 
conclave  this  year,  Grand  Recorder  Innes  was  taken  suddenly  and 
alarmingly  ill,  and  his  work  in  the  conclave  was  performed  by  Past 
Grand  Commander  Benedict.  Later  in  the  session  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery adopted  the  following  resolutions  concerning  the  Grand  Re- 
corder: 

Whereas,  The  Eminent  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michi- 
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gan  has  been  seriously  ill  at  the  present  session  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  is 
still  confined  to  his  bed; 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Commandery  hereby  tender  the  Eminent  Grand  Re- 
corder, Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  our  most  heartfelt  sympathies  in  his  affliction,  and  offer 
our  prayers  most  devout  for  his  early  recovery; 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  appoint  as  a  committee  to  convey  our 
fraternal  greetings  to  Sir  Innes,  the  Grand  Council,  and  Past  Grand  Commander  Sir 
John  H.  Armstrong,  and  Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  and  Mesdames  R.  A.  Hall,  J.  S. 
Conover,  J.  H.  Armstrong. 

At  this  session  the  pay  of  the  delegates  was  raised  from  three  cents 
a  mile  and  two  dollars  a  day,  to  five  cents  a  mile  and  three  dollars  a  day, 
and  the  stipulated  salary  of  $250  for  Grand  Recorder  was  changed,  and 
the  amount  made  such  as  the  Grand  Commandery  should  vote  from  year 
to  year. 

The  efforts  of  Sir  Knights  residing  at  Northville  to  secure  a  Com- 
mandery in  that  place  were  now  crowned  with  success,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery giving  them  a  charter  at  this  meeting,  and  soon  after  that  time 
the  Commandery  was  constituted  and  commenced  the  career  which  has 
proven  to  be  a  successful  and  honorable  one. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  this  year,  Sir  Eugene  Robinson, 
who  had  been  the  efficient  Grand  Captain  General  for  many  years,  was 
retired  from  that  office  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, a  jewel  was  voted  to  him  as  a  testimonial  of  the  high  apprecia- 
tion of  that  body  for  his  able  and  efficient  services  for  so  many  years. 

On  learning  of  this  action,  Sir  Knight  Robinson  at  once  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  the  Grand  Recorder: 

Dear  Sir  Knight — Sir  Knight  Blades  informed  me  on  last  Friday  that  at 
the  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  a  jewel  was  voted  to  myself.  That 
so  unusual  an  event  as  presenting  a  jewel  to  a  subordinate  officer  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery is  a  mistake  patent  to  all.  In  holding  the  office  of  Grand  Captain  General, 
no  individuality  or  personality  on  my  part  was  supposed  to  exist,  the  general  impres- 
sion being  that  the  holding  of  that  office  by  a  member  of  Detroit  Commandery  being 
a  slight  acknowledgement  of  the  efforts  of  Detroit  Commandery  for  Templar  Ma- 
sonry. You  will  oblige  me,  Eminent  Sir,  by  not  ordering  the  jewel,  as  on  no  con- 
sideration whatever  could  I  accept  the  same.  Thanking  the  Grand  Commandery 
for  their  generous  offer,  I  remain, 

Courteously  yours, 

Eugene  Robinson, 

Captain  General. 
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This  peremptory  declination  of  the  proposed  jewel  was  regretted 
by  his  host  of  friends  who  wished  to  give  it  to  him  as  a  slight  recogni- 
tion of  his  valuable  services  in  the  cause  of  Templar  Masonry  in  this 
state,  as  well  his  influence  in  promoting  a  spirit  of  emulation  through- 
out the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  Edward  W.  Kelly,  of  Jonesville,  was  elected  Grand  Captain 
General,  but  died  before  the  completion  of  his  term  of  service. 

Sir  William  S.  Lawrence,  of  Kalamazoo,  was  elected  Grand  Com- 
mander for  the  coming  year. 

SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  S.  LAWRENCE. 

William  S.  Lawrence  was  born  at  West  Chazy,  Clinton  County, 
New  York,  September  10th,  1836,  where  he  resided  during  his  boyhood 
years,  and  where  he  attended  district  school,  and  afterward,  what  was 
then  termed  select  school.  When  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  be- 
came a  full-fledged  school-master  and  taught  district  school  for  two  win- 
ters, working  during  the  summers  as  bill  clerk  in  the  railroad  office  at 
Plattsburg,  New  York.  Soon  after  this  he  came  west  and  for  a  year 
and  a  half  was  employed  in  the  office  of  a  car  manufacturing  firm  at 
Michigan  City,  Indiana,  when  he  returned  to  Plattsburg,  New  York. 
For  the  next  few  years  he  was  employed  at  this  place  and  at  Clinton- 
ville  in  the  same  state,  as  book-keeper  for  hardware  and  iron  compa- 
nies. While  in  the  latter  place,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Sig- 
nor,  of  Plattsburg,  and  soon  afterward  again  emigrated  to  the  west,  this 
time  taking  up  his  residence  in  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  a  couple  of 
years.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  was  of  a  roving  disposition  during  this 
part  of  his  life  and  seldom  remained  more  than  two  or  three  years  in  one 
place. 

In  1 86 1  he  disposed  of  his  business  interests  in  Iowa  and  again  re- 
turned to  Plattsburg,  New  York,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Kingsland 
&  Co.,  at  Clinton  prison,  this  firm  employing  several  hundred  prisoners 
on  an  iron  contract.  After  two  or  three  years  in  this  and  similar  occu- 
pations in  that  locality,  he  again  came  west,  this  time  locating  in  Chi- 
cago, where  for  one  and  a  half  years  he  acted  as  cashier  for  the  Provi- 
dent Life  Insurance  and  Investment  Company.  This  occupation  not 
proving  congenial  to  his  health,  he  made  another  change  and  in  the 
spring  of  1867  came  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  which  place  seemed  to 
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have  suited  him,  for  he  then  abandoned  his  wandering  about  the  coun- 
try and  settled  down  to  make  that  place  his  permanent  home.  He  first 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  o£  staves  and  heading,  but  after  one  year's 
experience  in  that  business,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  foundry,  which 
after  several  changes  grew  into  the  extensive  plant  for  the  manufacture 
of  machinery  and  farming  inplements,  which  was  conducted  for  many 
years  by  the  firm  of  Lawrence  &  Chapin.  Upon  the  death  of  his  part- 
ner, Dr.  Lebius  C.  Chapin,  which  occurred  in  1885,  he  purchased  that 
partner's  interest  and  has  since  continued  the  business  alone  under  the 
name  of  The  Lawrence  &  Chapin  Company.  From  a  small  beginning 
he  has  been  enabled,  by  prudence  and  economy,  coupled  with  business 
enterprise  and  sagacity,  to  build  up  a  very  extensive  business. 

From  an  early  point  in  his  life  he  has  been  greatly  interested  in 
Masonry.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Clinton  Lodge,  No.  155, 
Plattsburg,  New  York,  February  16,  1864,  and  on  January  28,  1867, 
was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Plattsburg  Chapter,  No.  13.  On 
coming  to  Kalamazoo  he  affiliated  with  Anchor  Lodge  of  S.  O.,  No.  87, 
and  when  this  Lodge  surrendered  its  charter  in  1876,  he  joined  Kalama- 
zoo Lodge,  No.  22,  and  this  has  since  been  his  Masonic  home.  On  the 
25th  day  of  June,  1869,  he  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Peninsular 
Commandery,  No.  8,  and  October  3rd,  1872,  he  received  the  degrees  of 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory. 
The  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  were  conferred  upon  him  by 
Zabud  Council,  No.  9,  of  Battle  Creek. 

He  was  Master  of  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  22,  in  1879  an<^  1880; 
High  Priest  of  Kalamazoo  Chapter,  No.  13,  in  1885  and  1886;  Eminent 
Commander  of  Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  8,  1876,  1877  and  1880. 
In  1882  he  was  elected  Grand  Standard  Bearer  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, from  which  station  he  was  advanced  step  by  step,  until  1886, 
when  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander  and  had  charge  of  Templar 
Masonry  in  Michigan  for  one  year. 

He  has  a  beautiful  home  centrally  located  in  the  delightful  City  of 
Kalamazoo,  where  in  the  pleasant  companionship  of  his  wife  and  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  he  finds  solace  from  the  engros- 
ing  cares  of  his  active  business  life. 


*  * 
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The  year  1886  was  in  some  respects  an  eventful  one  for  Templar 
Masonry,  not  only  in  Michigan  but  all  over  the  United  States.  It  was 
in  September  of  this  year  that  the  Grand  Encampment  finally  settled 
the  question  of  the  absolute  supremacy  of  the  state  Grand  Command- 
eries  in  the  matter  of  granting  charters  for  the  establishment  of  new 
Commanderies  in  their  respective  jurisdictions.  The  contest  between 
Lansing  and  Charlotte  Commanderies  having  been  carried  to  that  su- 
preme tribunal,  was  the  means  of  having  this  vexed  question  forever 
settled.  Having  been  thus  decided,  peace  and  harmony  again  prevailed 
in  this  entire  jurisdiction  and  the  of  the  remainder  Templar  year  was 
one  of  comparative  quiet. 

At  the  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  was 
held  in  St.  Louis,  beginning  September  2 1st,  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  was 
represented  by  the  following  Commanderies  who  attended  in  a  body, 
namely: 

Detroit,  No.  1,  Pontiac,  No.  2,  DeMolai,  No.  5,  Peninsular,  No.  8, 
Jackson,  No.  9,  Ann  Arbor,  No.  13,  St.  Bernard,  No.  16,  Corunna,  No. 
21,  Charlotte,  No.  37. 

These  Commanderies  were  represented  by  large  numbers  of  swords 
in  each  case.  Many  other  individual  Sir  Knights  were  there  from  other 
Commanderies.  Quite  an  amount  of  important  business  was  transacted, 
among  which  was  the  adoption  of  a  ritual,  which  was  made  obligatory 
upon  all  Commanderies  to  use  after  April  1. 

* 

*  * 

A  new  Commandery  was  organized  at  Ithaca  under  dispensation 
issued  by  Grand  Commander  Lawrence,  and  during  the  remainder  of 
that  Templar  year  made  such  a  brilliant  record  that  there  was  no 
hesitancy  in  granting  them  a  charter  at  the  next  annual  conclave. 

The  Grand  Commandery  and  Templar  Masonry  in  Michigan  met 
with  a  severe  loss  in  this  year.  Sir  Edward  W.  Kelly,  Grand  Captain 
General,  was  stricken  down  without  a  moment's  warning  at  Painesville, 
Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  December  10th.  While  sitting  in  his 
chair  cheerfully  conversing  with  family  friends  on  whom  he  was  calling, 
his  head  suddenly  dropped,  and  in  a  moment  he  had  passed  from  life, 
to  death;  he  had  sunk  beneath  the  wave,  forever  beyond  our  reach. 
His  funeral  was  conducted  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  on  December  13th, 


298 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29,  located  at  that  place,  conducting  the 
funeral  ceremonies,  Sir  Lafayette  Lyttle,  Grand  Commander  of 
Ohio,  acting  as  prelate,  in  accordance  with  the  oft  expressed  wishes  of  this 
deceased  frater.  Circumstances  prevented  the  attendance  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  at  this  funeral,  but  a 
beautiful  floral  emblem  was  procured  and  forwarded  to  Painesville  in 
the  name  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

1887. 

The  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  this  year  was 
held  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  was  attended  by  all  of  the  thirty-seven  Com- 
manderies  then  existing  in  this  jurisdiction.  The  business  transacted 
was  largely  of  a  routine  nature,  very  little  of  special  importance  to  the 
craft  being  presented  for  consideration.  All  seemed  glad  of  a  respite 
from  the  exciting  questions  which  had  been  disposed  of  during  the  past 
year  or  two,  and  ready  to  enjoy  a  period  of  rest  and  quiet. 

Among  the  pleasant  features  connected  with  this  annual  conclave 
may  be  mentioned  the  delightful  ride  which  was  furnished  by  the 
hospitable  Knights  of  that  city,  enabling  the  visiting  f raters  and  friends 
to  visit  the  Soldier's  Home  and  other  places  in  and  about  that  city. 

As  on  several  previous  occasions,  a  resolution  was  adopted  provid- 
ing for  the  holding  of  a  state  encampment  during  the  year,  but  it  was 
not  held. 

The  subject  of  a  regulation  uniform  was  again  made  a  matter  of 
discussion,  after  a  report  thereon  by  Sir  Geo.  E.  Pantlind,  chairman  of 
a  special  committee  having  this  matter  in  charge,  but  without  definite 
action  the  matter  was  laid  over  for  another  year. 

Sir  Thomas  H.  Williams,  of  Jackson,  was  elected  Grand  Com- 
mander for  the  Templar  year  1887-1888. 

SKETCH  OF  THOMAS  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Thomas  H.  Williams  was  born  at  Kirkland,  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
May  27th,  1844,  and  his  life  was  passed  on  a  farm  until  the  8th  day  of 
August,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  A, 
103d  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
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the  war,  participating  in  all  the  marches  and  battles  engaged  in  by  the 
regiment. 

In  the  summer  of  1866  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Pontiac, 
where  he  attended  public  school  for  one  year,  after  which  he  learned  the 
carpenter  and  joiner  trade,  which  he  worked  at  until  November,  187 1, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company. 
He  removed  to  Jackson  in  1867  and  continued  his  work  with  the  rail- 
road company  at  that  place,  until  March  20th,  1892,  when  he  became 
associated  with  the  Jackson  Corset  Company  as  assistant  manager,  and 
November  1st,  1893,  he  became  manager  of  this  institution,  which  po- 
sition he  still  holds. 

He  has  been  an  active  member  of  Edward  Pomeroy  Post,  G,  A.  R., 
ever  since  its  organization  in  Jackson.  In  December  1885  he  was  elect- 
ed Commander  of  that  Post,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years. 

He  has  been  active  in  Masonry  ever  since  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  being  initiated  in  Pontiac  Lodge,  No.  21,  January  25,  1867, 
and  raised,  February  nth  of  the  same  year.  On  removing  to  Jackson 
he  joined  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  and  has  retained  his  membership 
there  ever  since  that  date.  He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Jack- 
son Chapter,  No.  3,  November  17th,  1870,  and  a  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ter in  Jackson  Council,  No.  32,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1871.  He  re- 
ceived the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  Jackson  Commandery,  No.  9,  being 
dubbed  Knight  Templar  on  December  14th,  1870.  He  was  High  Priest 
of  JacksonChapter,  1877-1878;  E.  C.  of  Jackson  Commandery,  1880- 
188 1;  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Jackson  Council,  1882. 

After  passing  through  the  subordinate  stations  leading  up  to  that 
exalted  office,  he  was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  the  Knights  Temp- 
lar in  Michigan  in  1887,  and  served  one  year  with  ability  and  zeal. 

At  the  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
in  1897,  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil,  and  from  his 
well  known  skill  and  ability  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  companions  in  Michigan,  he  will  doubtless  be  promoted,  step  by 
step,  until  he  attains  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  presides  over  the  royal  craft  in  this  state.  He  is  a  3 2d  degree  mem- 
ber of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  in  the  City  of  Detroit. 

His  active  business  life  has  given  him  little  time  to  devote  to  mat- 
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ters  of  a  political  nature,  but  he  served  acceptably  as  alderman  in  1883 
and  1884,  an(i  *n  l%&7  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  first  district  of 
Jackson  County  in  the  state  legislature  and  served  for  one  official  term. 

He  enjoys  the  full  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  bids  fair  to  continue  his 
career  of  business  activity  and  usefulness  for  many  years. 

* 

In  the  year  1887  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at 
its  triennial  conclave  the  preceding  year  was  promulgated  and  ordered 
to  be  used  by  all  Commanderies  in  the  United  States.  In  accordance 
with  this  action,  Grand  Commander  Williams  caused  the  work  to  be 
promulgated  in  Michigan  and  directed  its  use  by  the  Commanderies. 
This  ritual  proved  to  be  very  unsatisfactory  in  very  many  of  the  juris- 
dictions and  was  particularly  unpopular  in  Michigan.  A  number  of 
the  Commanderies  protested  to  the  Grand  Commander  against  its  use, 
condemning  it  in  vigorous  terms  as  being  in  every  respect  inferior  to 
the  ritual  formerly  used  in  this  jurisdiction.  In  accordance  with  his 
order,  however,  and  in  the  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  supreme  body  of  the 
order,  the  protesting  Commanderies  at  once  assured  Grand  Commander 
Williams  that  they  should  unhesitatingly  comply  with  the  law  and 
accept  the  work  as  promulgated,  but  at  the  same  time  desired  to  enter 
their  protest  against  its  use. 

It  was  made  the  subject  of  much  discussion  among  the  Templar 
ranks  in  Michigan  during  the  remainder  of  that  year,  and  at  the  next 
annual  conclave  a  committee  was  appointed  and  instructed  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  and]endeavor  to  have  the  order 
concerning  this  ritual  rescinded. 

* 

1888. 

The  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  this  year,  which  was 
held  in  Grand  Rapids,  was  one  at  which  little  but  the  ordinary  routine 
of  work  demanded  attention.  Grand  Recorder  Innes  presented  a  sub- 
ject in  line  with  his  previous  recommendations  in  the  Grand  Chapter, 
which  is  best  described  in  his  own  words  as  follows: 
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Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  I  beg  to  call  your  earnest  attention  to 
the  fact  that  no  Templar  record  is  in  existence  of  the  Masonic  life  of  our  Sir  Knights; 
no  provision  now  exists  to  perpetuate  his  history,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  so.  We 
now  have  a  membership  of  about  four  thousand,  and  no  data  in  this  office  to  show 
when  or  where  they  came  from;  it  is  now  thirty-seven  years  since  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery was  organized,  with  a  membership  of  less  than  two  hundred.  From  that 
date  until  now,  there  is  no  record  to  show  the  date,  either  of  "Templar  life  or 
Templar  death."  As  time  swiftly  passes  by,  such  records  become  more  valuable, 
and  are  more  sought  after.  A  very  few  years  from  now,  many,  if  not  all,  that  are 
familiar  with  the  facts  necessary  to  make  a  complete  record  of  this  kind,  will  have 
passed  to  the  other  land,  where  no  earthly  record  is  required,  and  those  who  are 
left  behind  will  still  grope  in  darkness,  longing  for  the  information  required. 

This  being  referred  to  a  committee  and  receiving  a  favorable  re- 
port, he  was  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  such  histor- 
ical record,  and  to  employ  all  necessary  clerical  help  to  compile  the 
same.  Various  obstacles  prevented  Sir  Knight  Innes  from  undertaking 
this  work  at  as  early  a  day  as  he  had  anticipated  and  his  death  occur- 
ring a  few  years  later,  nothing  further  has  been  done  towards  securing 
this  desirable  work. 

The  matter  of  the  regulation  uniform,  which  had  been  before  the 
Grand  Commandery  for  several  years,  was  reported  upon  by  the  com- 
mittee and  discussed  at  much  length,  and  finally  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  matter  indefinitely  postponed.  This  left  the  matter  of 
uniform  as  had  already  been  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Commandery  and 
no  change  has  since  been  made  in  the  regulation  governing  the  same. 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Bigelow,  of  Big  Rapids,  was  elected  Grand  Com- 
mander for  the  next  year. 

SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  P.  BIGELOW. 

Charles  P.  Bigelow  was  born  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1824, 
at  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Cortland,  New  York,  where  he  received  an  academic 
education.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he  cams  to  Grand  Rapids  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  office  of  Doctors 
Henderson  &  Bliss,  remaining  with  them  for  three  years  and  attending 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  winters. 
In  the  spring  of  1857  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Newaygo,  and  a  year  later  removed  to  Muskegon. 
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On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  went  to  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  government,  as  surgeon  on  the  volun- 
teer medical  staff.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
and  had  charge  of  several  hospitals  in  that  city.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  spent  five  years  there  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  when  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Big  Rap- 
ids, where  he  remained  for  nearly  thirty  years.  In  1895  he  removed  to 
Grand  Rapids,  where  he  now  resides. 

He  was  married  at  Newaygo  on  February  16th,  1859,  to  Margaret 
J.  Rogers. 

His  Masonic  life  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  was 
made  a  Mason  in  Valley  City  Lodge,  No.  86,  Grand  Rapids.  In  1863 
he  received  the  Chapter  and  Council  Degrees  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
in  1867  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  Malta  Commandery,  Binghamton, 
New  York.  While  residing  in  Pennsylvania,  he  was  Master  of  the 
Lodge,  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  Prelate,  Captain  General  and  Gener- 
alissimo of  the  Commandery  in  the  place  where  he  resided,  and  on  lo- 
cating at  Big  Rapids,  he  affiliated  with  Pilgrim  Commandery,  No.  23, 
and  was  made  Eminent  Commander,  which  office  he  held  for  the  next 
six  years.  On  removing  to  Grand  Rapids  he  joined  DeMolai  Com- 
mandery, of  which  body  he  was  elected  Prelate  and  still  continues  to 
hold  that  office.  In  1882  he  was  elected  Grand  Warder  in  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Michigan,  and  each  year  saw  him  advancing  one  step 
up  the  ladder  which  leads  to  the  Grand  Commander's  station,  which  ex- 
alted place  he  reached  in  1888,  and  governed  the  Templars  of  Michigan 
with  rare  ability  for  one  year. 

Wherever  he  has  resided  he  has  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community.  He  has  been  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Big  Rapids,  President  of  the  City  and  County  Medical  Society, 
and  also  of  the  Union  Medical  Society  of  Northern  Michigan. 

He  has  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
their  father  in  Masonic  matters,  both  being  active  members  of  the  Order. 

* 

*  * 

In  June,  1888,  Grand  Commander  Bigelow  issued  a  general  order 
forbidding  all  Templar  intercourse  between  the  Commanderies  and  their 
members  in  Michigan  and  those  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  on  account  of  the 
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edict  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  who  had  declared 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  all  Sir  Knights  in  its  obedience  to 
be  in  a  state  of  disloyalty  and  rebellion,  because  of  their  refusing  to 
accept  and  use  the  new  ritual  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 
These  edicts  remained  in  force  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, when  the  matter  was  adjusted  between  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Iowa  and  that  supreme  body,  and  the  Iowa  Knights  were 
again  received  into  full  fellowship  with  their  fraters  throughout  the 
world. 

Grand  Commander  Bigelow  conducted  an  extensive  series  of  visita- 
tions to  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  the  state  during  his  term  of 
service,  a  number  of  which  were  made  occasions  of  brilliant  templar 
display.  These  visits  impressed  him  with  the  necessity  of  some  regular 
system  of  annual  inspection  and  instruction  and  he  recommended  the 
Grand  Commandery  to  adopt  some  system  or  plan  on  which  this  work 
could  be  done.  It  was  not  thought  advisable,  however,  by  the  Grand 
Commandery,  to  change  its  established  practice  in  this  respect,  and  the 
following  report  of  committee  upon  this  subject  was  adopted,  as  express- 
ing the  sense  of  that  Grand  Body: 

Your  committee  fully  appreciate  the  benefits  that  would  be  derived  by  the  Com- 
manderies under  the  system  of  a  uniform  inspection  by  a  competent  inspector.  We 
believe,  however,  that  the  person  selected  by  the  delegates  to  this  Grand  Command- 
ery to  preside  over  this  Grand  Body  as  its  Grand  Commander,  is  eminently  fitted  to 
perform  that  duty,  but  we  recommend  that  the  matter  of  inspection  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  that  officer. 

Your  committee  would  further  recommend  that  if  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
finds  it  impossible  to  attend  to  that  duty,  he  be  empowered  to  delegate  the  same  to 
any  Sir  Knight  whom  he  may  be  pleased  to  select,  and  the  actual  expenses,  mileage 
and  per  diem  of  such  inspectors  be  borne  by  this  Grand  Body. 

* 

1889. 

The  2 1st  day  of  May,  1889,  found  the  Grand  Commandery  again 
assembled  in  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids  for  its  23rd  annual  conclave, 
with  every  Commandery  represented.  Immediately  after  the  opening 
ceremonies,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  line  to  act  as  escort 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Michigan  Masonic 
Home,  the  services  thereof  having  been  tendered  to  and  accepted  by 
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the  Grand  Lodge  on  this  occasion.  Full  particulars  concerning  this 
important  masonic  event  will  be  found  in  another  place. 

Grand  Commander  Bigelow's  annual  address  was  a  particularly 
brilliant  and  interesting  one.  In  the  concluding  pjrtions  thereof  he 
uses  these  words  concerning  our  Order. 

It  is  indeed  a  noble  institution  of  which  we  are  members  and  guardians.  It  has 
a  history  which  is  a  part  of  all  the  sterner  and  grander  struggles  of  mankind  for  bet- 
ter things.  The  antique  and  blood-stained  fabric,  in  which  the  toilers  of  the  past 
have  woven  the  Orders  of  St.  John  and  of  the  Temple,  furnish  miny  a  radiant  figure 
which  shines  as  if  by  the  indwelling  light  of  heaven.  The  lofty  heroism,  the  pas- 
sionate faith,  chivalry  for  man  and  woman,  that  enrich  our  song  and  story  have  been 
conspicuously  illustrated  by  our  historic  paternities.  Tiie  actors,  after  playing  their 
parts,  have  passed  from  the  stage  of  existence,  but  they  have  left  the  lessons  which 
they  taught  and  the  ambitions  which  they  enkindled  as  a  portion  of  the  world's 
great  possessions.  We  inherit  their  forms,  traditions  and  precepts,  but  not  as  sim- 
ple heirlooms;  rather  as  symbols,  which  by  the  inbreathing  of  consecrated  spirits 
became  imbued  with  imperishable  life.    It  is  true 

"  The  old  order  changeth 
Yielding  place  to  new," 
but  ever  the  immortal  truth  survives  in  all  its  varying  guise.    During  my  term  of 
office  I  have  realized  that  the  present  day  furnishes  instances  of  knighthood  as  ad- 
mirable as  any  in  Arthur's  court  or  on  field  of  cloth  or  gold. 

Let  us  have  more  of  them.  Within  our  borders  let  there  be  no  schisms  or  in- 
trigues or  unworthy  ambitions.  These  among  knights  are  most  unknightly;  frater- 
nity, honor,  self-sacrifice  and  purity  are  the  virtues  most  becoming  one  who  assumes 
our  sacred  vows.  With  all  of  its  advances  the  world  yet  sorely  needs  more  of  the 
grand  and  graceful  characteristics  for  which  our  order  stands.  Let  us  bring  to  it  the 
contribution  of  our  personal  chivalry  that  man  and  worn  in  miy  be  exalted  and  the 
world  enriched  because  of  the  holy  ties  that  bind  us  together. 

On  the  vexed  ritual  question  the  Grand  Coram  an dery  adopted  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Grand  Commandery  has  been  and  is  earnest  in  its 
loyalty  and  fealty  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  believes  it  to  be  unwise  for  the 
Grand  Encampment  to  attempt  to  prescribe  a  ritual  for  the  several  Grand  Command - 
eries;  it  believes  that  such  legislation  is  impractical  and  pernicious;  it  believes  that 
each  Grand  Commandery  should  1>e  accorded  the  liberty  to  prescribe  such  orderly 
and  knightly  forms  for  inculcating  the  principles  and  precepts  of  our  order  as  shall 
best  convey  their  sublime  teachings  and  best  subserve  the  interest  of  Templar  Ma- 
sonry within  its  jurisdiction.  Full  in  this  belief,  this  Grand  Commandery,  unhesi- 
tatingly but  respectfully  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, in  1886,  by  which  it  attempted  the  futile  work  of  establishing  a  uniformity  of 
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ritual,  ought  to  be  rescinded;  and  the  delegates  from  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  instructed  to  use  all  reasonable  and 
knightly  efforts  to  this  end. 

The  Grand  Commandery  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars  for 
the  headquarters  and  other  necessary  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
coming  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  which  time 
this  ritual  question  was  expected  to  receive  full  consideration. 

Montrose  Commander}'',  No.  38,  was  removed  from  Hancock  to 
Calumet,  a  majority  of  the  members  living  at  that  place  and  it  being  a 
far  more  desirable  location  for  the  Commandery. 

Sir  John  A.  Gerow,  of  Marshall,  was  elected  Grand  Commander  and 
took  charge  of  the  Templar  forces  in  Michigan  for  the  ensuing  year. 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  A.  GEROW. 

Jol  11  Archibald  Gerow,  was  born  February  13th,  1849,  *n  ^e  County 
of  Prircc  Edward,  Province  of  Ontario.  He  graduated  from  the  Ster- 
ling, Ontario,  Grammar  School  in  1865,  after  which  he  was  employed  by 
the  lumber  firm  of  A.  S.  Page  &  Co.,  in  the  accounting  department  for 
three  years.  Came  to  Michigan  in  1868  and  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper by  a  lumbering  firm  in  Cheboygan.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Mar- 
shall, where  he  was  employed  in  the  produce  business.  In  1873  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Co.,  in  the  locomo- 
tive department,  where  he  served  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Marshall  and  entered  the  produce  business.  In  1891  he  entered  the  . 
employ  of  Daniel  Scotteu  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  and  is  now  cashier  of  their 
institution. 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  20,  Mar- 
shall, June  16th,  1871;  served  as  Junior  and  Senior  Warden,  and  in  1885, 
was  elected  Worshipful  Master,  serving  three  years  as  such.  Received 
the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  in  LaFayette  Chapter,  No.  4,  Marshall,  Decem- 
ber 9^,1871.  Served  as  P.  S.,  Scribe,  King,  and  in  1880  was  elected  High 
Priest,  serving  as  such  four  years.  Received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and 
Select  Master  in  Hiram  Council  No.  14,  in  January,  1872.  Was  dubbed 
and  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Marshall  Commandery,  No.  17,  March 
6th,  1872.  Served  as  Captain  General  for  seven  years  and  in  1882  was 
elected  Eminent  Commander  and  served  as  such  four  years.  In  1889 
was  elected  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
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igan.  Received  the  32c!  degree  A.  &  A.  Scottish  Rite  in  DeWitt  Clinton 
Consistory  S.  P.  R.  S.,  at  Grand  Rapids,  February  12th,  1885,  and  the 
33rd  and  last  degree  in  Boston,  Sept.  21st,  1897.  Is  a  charter  member  of 
Saladin  Temple  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. 

Upon  the  death  of  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innesj  in  1893,  he  was  appointed 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  and  has  been  elected  to  that 
position  annually  since  that  time. 

# 

The  Twenty-fourth  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  October,  1889. 

That  the  parade  was  a  great  success  but  feebly  expresses  the  senti- 
ments of  those  who  witnessed  one  of  the  grandest  gatherings  that  has 
ever  occurred  on  this  continent. 

The  Fraters  of  Washington  were  tireless  in  their  endeavors  to  re- 
ceive and  care  for  all  who  visited  their  city. 

The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  everything  in  con- 
nection with  the  parade  was  so  well  arranged  that  no  delay  or  mishap 
occurred  to  mar  the  pleasure* of  those  who  participated  therein. 

In  the  Iowa  matter,  a  happy  issue  out  of  the  difficulty  was  reached. 
The  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  in  dealing  with  the  matter  as  he  did 
was  fully  sustained.  The  penalty  already  imposed  on  the  Fraters  of 
Iowa  was  deemed  sufficient  to  vindicate  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Master,  and  they  were  thereupon  restored  to  all  their  rights  and  priv- 
ileges. 

In  the  matter  of  the  ritual  the  Grand  Encampment  appointed  a 
committee  consisting  of  one  representative  from  each  Grand  Command- 
ery, to  whom  all  the  proposed  amendments  were  referred,  and  after  as 
careful  a  consideration  of  the  matter  as  could  be  given  it  in  the  limited 
time  allowed,  their  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  This  report  di- 
vided the  ritual  into  sections  or  parts  designated  "the  essentials"  arid 
"the  ceremonials."  The  essentials  were  defined  and  prescribed  for  use 
throughout  the  United  States  and  all  ceremonials  were  relegated  to  sev- 
eral State  Grand  Commanderies. 
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1890. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  this  year  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  One 
new  Commandery  had  been  formed  during  the  preceeding  year  under  dis- 
pensation, the  same  being  located  at  Traverse  City,  and  a  charter  was 
given  to  it  at  this  session.  The  matter  of  the  ritual  having  been  dis- 
posed of  for  the  time  being  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  Sir  Jefferson  S. 
Conover  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  was 
accepted  and  adopted  unanimously: 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Encampment,  at  its  last  session,  relegated  to  the  several 
Grand  Commanderies,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  ritual  of  the  Order  so  far  as  the  ceremonials  thereof  are  concerned,  reserv- 
ing to  itself  authority  to  prescribe  what  are  termed  the  essentials;  and, 

Whereas,  The  ritual  authorized  by  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1886,  and  now 
in  use,  has  not  proven  satisfactory  to  the  Order  in  Michigan;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  ritual  heretofore  adopted  by  this  Grand  Commandery,  and 
in  use  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  one,  be  and  is  now  again  adopted  as  the 
ritual  to  be  used  in  this  jurisdiction,  in  connection  with  the  essentials  as  prescribed 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  ritual  now  in  use  be  dispensed  with  and  returned 
to  the  Grand  Recorder. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  this  Grand  Commandery  to  present 
a  copy  of  a  ritual  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  be  directed  to  urge  upon  that  Grand 
Body  the  adoption  of  our  Michigan  work  as  the  authorized  ritual  of  the  Order. 

The  Grand  Commandery  banner  which  had  been  in  use  since  the 
organization  of  that  Grand  Body,  having  become  considerably  dilapi- 
dated, the  new  and  elegant  standard  now  in  use  by  that  Grand  Body 
was  procured  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Past  Grand  Commanders 
Chandler,  Moore  and  Williams,  and  was  made  by  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander Henderson,  of  Kalamazoo.  It  is  an  elegant  standard  and  one 
of  which  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  is  justly  proud. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  this  year,  William  G.  Doty,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Commander. 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  G.  DOTY. 

William  George  Doty  was  born  at  Manchester,  Washtenaw  County, 
Michigan,  Sept.  6th,  1852.  He  entered  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor  in 
the  fall  of  1871,  aud  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  1875. 
In  the  year  1877  he  came  to  Ann  Arbor  to  reside  and  is  still  a  resident 
there.  He  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was  for  many  years  Register  of 
the  Probate  Court  for  Washtenaw  County,  and  has  twice  been  elected 
Mayor  of  Ann  Arbor. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Craft  Masonry  in  Manchester  Lodge, 
No.  148,  April,  1876,  and  of  the  Royal  Arch  in  Washtenaw  Chapter, 
No.  6,  R.  A.  M.,  in  April,  1879,  and  was  dubbed  and  created  a  Knight 
Templar  in  Ann  Arbor  Commandery,  No.  13,  June  14,  1881.  He  has 
served  two  terms  as  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter,  (1 881-1883)  and  two 
terms  as  Eminent  Commander  of  his  Commandcn ,  (rno  *-i886).  He 
was  elected  Grand  Commander  in  the  year  1890,  and  served  as  such  for 
one  year. 

* 

*  * 

The  year  1890  was  an  active  one  among  the  Commanderies  of 
Michigan.  There  were  a  good  number  of  public  occasions  when  the 
Commanderies  were  permitted  to  parade  in  uniform,  many  Command- 
eries exchanged  fraternal  visits,  several  went  into  camp  for  instruction, 
and  Adrian  and  Detroit  Commanderies  visited  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  for- 
mer to  participate  in  the  parade  at  the  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  in  that  state,  the  latter  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of 
the  unveiling  of  the  Garfield  monument  at  Cleveland. 

On  September  30th,  a  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Com- 
mandery in  Detroit,  to  be  known  as  Damascus  Commandery.  Twenty- 
nine  Sir  Knights  constituted  this  Commandery  at  its  organization,  and 
it  became,  from  the  very  start,  one  of  the  leading  Commanderies  of 
Michigan.  Its  growth  has  been  a  remarkable  one  and  the  zeal  and  en- 
thusiasm of  its  members  have  been  commensurate  with  its  growth.  In 
the  seven  years  from  its  organization,  the  membership  has  increased  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  it  numbers  among  its  ranks  some  of  the 
most  active,  zealous  and  influential  Knights  Templar  in  the  State  of 
Michigan. 

An  incident  which  was  memorable  in  the  history  of  St.  Bernard 
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Commandery,  No.  16,  was  the  presentation  to  that  Commandery  of  a 
banner  procured  by  the  ladies.  Grand  Commander  Doty  not  being  able 
to  attend,  as  per  invitation,  designated  Sir  Charles  H.  Pomeroy,  Grand 
Senior  Warden,  as  his  special  representative  upon  this  occasion,  and  in 
reporting  the  proceedings  to  the  Grand  Commander  he  used  these  words: 

According  to  your  instruction  I  proceeded  with  due  dispatch  to  the  place  named 
and  was  there  the  recipient  of  the  most  courteous,  hearty  and  knightly  welcome  that 
could  possibly  be  given  to  anyone — a  welcome  of  which  you  yourself  would  have 
been  proud;  a  welcome  that  any  of  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  land  might  esteem 
an  honor;  such  a  one  as  could  only  come  from  the  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knights 
of  which  St.  Bernard  is  formed. 

The  reception  over,  there  came  the  presentation  of  a  beautiful  banner  by  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Scott,  wife  of  one  of  the  Knights  of  St.  Bernard,  who  in  appropriate  words 
expressed  the  high  esteem  in  which  Knights  Templar  in  general  and  members  of 
St.  Bernard  in  particular  were  held  by  them,  and  asked  the  Commandery  to  accept 
it  as  a  testimonial  of  their  affection  and  friendship 

Robert  B.  McKnight,  Eminent  Commander,  received  the  handsome  and  val- 
uable gift  on  behalf  of  the  officers  and  members  of  his  Commandery  in  language  such 
as  only  he  can  command,  assuring  the  ladies  that  " nothing  which  they  could  have 
selected  would  have  been  so  appropriate  or  acceptable,"  and  charged  the  Command- 
ery to  "so  display  it  that  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  shedding  luster  upon  it  may 
animate  and  encourage  all  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knights  and  dismay  and  confound 
their  enemies.' 1 

On  the  30th  of  July,  Grand  Commander  Doty,  with  several  Grand 
Officers,  made  a  trip  to  Traverse  City  and  instituted  the  new  Command- 
ery in  that  place.  It  was  made  an  occasion  long  to  be  remembered  by 
all  who  participated  therein,  especially  the  members  of  the  new  Com- 
mandery at  Traverse  City. 

A  general  order  was  issued  by  Grand  Commander  Doty  authorizing 
Commanderies  to  appear  in  public  on  Easter,  Good  Friday  and  Ascen- 
sion Day,  and  to  observe  them  according  to  the  ritual  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Commandery.  Sixteen  of  the  Commanderies  availed  themselves 
of  this  dispensation  and  reported  the  proper  observance  of  the  days 
named. 
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THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 
189 1  to  1895. 

We  have  now  reached  the  last  period  of  which  we  shall  specially 
treat  in  following  the  history  of  Michigan  Masonry.  The  year  189 1 
has  arrived  and  the  Grand  Lodge  has  assembled  in  the  City  of  Grand 
Rapids  for  its  forty-seventh  annual  communication.  Grand  Master 
John  S.  Cross  was  presiding  and  immediately  after  the  regular  opening 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  informed  the  members  thereof  that  he  had 
accepted  an  invitation  from  the  trustees  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home 
association,  to  dedicate  their  beautiful  home  and  had  chosen  this  time  for 
the  pleasant  duty. 

He  therefore  directed  the  Grand  Marshal  to  form  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  procession,  and  repair  to  the  grounds. 

On  arrival  at  the  Masonic  Home,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then 
proceeded,  in  a  most  impressive  and  solemn  manner,  aided  by  the  Grand 
Officers,  to  consecrate  the  building  to  universal  benevolence  and  virtue. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  dedication  ceremonies  Past  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy  delivered  the  dedicatory  address. 

After  the  address  an  appropriate  ode  was  sung  and  the  exercises 
being  completed  the  Grand  Lodge  reformed  and  returned  to  Hartman's 
Hall  and  proceeded  with  the  business  of  the  session.  At  this  meeting 
the  charter  of  Richmond  Lodge,  No.  187,  which  had  been  suspended  for 
many  years,  was  restored  to  that  Lodge  and  it  has  since  maintained  its 
reputation  as  one  of  the  strongest  lodges  in  the  smaller  villages  of 
Michigan. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria  and  Tasmania  were  given  official 
recognition  and  an  exchange  of  representatives  agreed  upon. 

The  Masonic  Home  again  received  considerable  attention  from  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  it  being  reported  that  it  was  now  completed  and  ready 
for  occupancy,  a  resolution  to  donate  five  thousand  dollars  from  the 
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Treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  submitted  and  evoked  considerable 
discussion,  after  which  the  resolution  was  amended  by  making  the 
amount  three  thousand  dollars,  and  in  this  form  was  adopted  and  that 
amount  donated  to  the  Home  association  to  aid  them  in  their  labors 
during  the  coming  year. 

Brother  John  Q.  Look,  of  Lowell,  was  elected  Grand  Master  to 
succeed  Brother  Cross. 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  Q.  LOOK. 

John  Quincy  Look  was  born  at  Farmer's  Creek,  Lapeer  County, 
Michigan,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1847.  When  he  was  only  two 
years  of  age  his  mother  died  and  he  lived  with  his  oldest  sister  until  he 
was  eight  years  old,  when  she  also  died  and  he  found  a  home  with  a 
brother.  This  brother  removed  to  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  taking 
young  John  with  him,  where  he  remained  for  the  next  three  years.  Re- 
turning to  Michigan,  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  for  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Lowell,  Kent  County,  Michigan,  where  he  found  work  in  a 
drug  store,  and  later  held  a  position  in  a  bank  at  that  place,  where  he 
remained  until  March  1,  1892,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Sault  Ste 
Marie  and  became  Cashier  of  the  Sault  Savings  Bank. 

September  1,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Amanda  Kinn,  and  one  son 
has  blessed  their  union. 

Brother  Look's  masonic  history  is  of  necessity,  a  brief  one,  as  he  is 
yet  a  young  man.  It  is,  however,  one  of  which  a  much  older  man 
might  well  be  proud.  He  first  saw  masonic  light  on  February  2,  1870, 
in  Lowell  Lodge,  No.  90,  and  at  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  that 
year  was  made  Senior  Deacon,  the  next  year  (1871)  he  was  elected  Ju- 
nior Warden,  in  1872  Senior  Warden,  and  in  1880  was  elected  Wor- 
shipful Master  and  held  that  position  for  the  next  eight  years.  At  the 
annual  communication  of  Grand  Lodge  in  1887  ^e  was  appointed  Senior 
Grand  Deacon,  in  1888  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  in  1889  Se- 
nior Grand  Warden,  in  1890  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  1891  was 
elevated  to  that  summit  of  Masonic  promotion,  a  place  which  has  been 
occupied  by  some  of  the  brightest  minds  that  Michigan  has  produced, 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Look  has  also  received  the  degrees  in  Capitular  and  Temp  - 
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lar  Masonrj.  He  was  exalted  in  Hooker  Chapter,  No.  73,  R.  A.  M., 
August  21,  1872,  and  has  occupied  most  of  the  official  positions  in  that 
Chapter.  He  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Ionia  Commandery, 
No.  11,  and  has  been  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Sault  Ste  Marie  Com- 
mandery. 

* 

*  * 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Brother  Look  was  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  and  consequently  prevented  from  going  about  the  state  on  his 
official  work  as  many  Grand  Masters  had  done,  a  large  part  of  his  work 
was  performed  by  correspondence.  During  the  year  he  dedicated  six- 
teen new  halls,  eleven  of  them  by  duly  appointed  proxies.  May  13th, 
he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  a  Masonic  and  Macabee  Hall  at  South  Sag- 
inaw. June  24th,  he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  beautiful  Bay  City 
Masonic  Temple,  on  which  occasion  there  was  a  large  and  enthusiastic 
attendance  of  Masons,  as  well  as  a  large  concourse  of  the  citizens  of 
that  vicinity.  Past  Grand  Master,  Hugh  McCurdy,  delivered  a  very 
interesting  address  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by 
those  present. 

August  14th  was  an  important  day  for  the  masonic  fraternity  in 
Saginaw,  as  on  that  day  Grand  Master  Look  laid  the  corner-stone  of 
the  magnificent  Temple  which  has  since  been  constructed  thereon. 

There  were  present  on  this  occasion,  Bay  City  Commandery,  No. 
26,  Genesee  Valley  Commandery,  No.  15,  of  Flint;  Coruna  Commandery, 
No.  21,  and  the  following  lodges:  Bay  City,  No.  129,  Portsmouth,  No. 
190,  Wenona,  No.  256,  Joppa,  No.  315,  Flint,  No.  23,  Genesee,  No.  174, 
Flushing,  No.  223,  Vienna,  No.  205,  Alma,  No.  244,  Owosso,  No.  81, 
Corunna,  No.  115,  Hugh  McCurdy,  No.  381,  Vassar,  No.  163,  Mt. 
Moriah,  No.  226,  Northern  Star,  No.  277,  Tyler,  No.  317,  Chesaning, 
No.  194,  Bridgeport,  No.  258,  St.  Charles,  No.  313.  Also  the  common 
council  and  municipal  boards,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  German  and  Arbeiter 
Society,  representatives  of  the  State  militia,  members  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  Grand  Army  Veterans,  Sons  of  Veterans  and  other  organiza- 
tions. 

An  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  Past  Grand  Master  John  W. 
McGrath,  and  the  occasion  will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  ceremonies. 
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August  nth  he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  Town  Hall  and  Ma- 
sonic Building  in  the  Village  of  Sand  Beach.  There  were  over  one 
hundred  Masons  in  the  procession,  and  a  large  attendance  of  the  citizens 
of  Sand  Beach  and  the  surrounding  towns.  No  more  flattering  demon- 
stration of  the  fellowship  which  exists  among  the  lodges  in  that  part  of 
Michigan  could  be  evinced  than  was  portrayed  on  this  occasion. 

On  November  25th,  Brother  William  S.  Linton,  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  acting  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  Master,  laid  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Fraternity  Temple  and  Military  Hall  in  the  City  of  Port  Huron. 

Four  new  Lodges  commenced  work  in  this  year  under  dispensations 
granted  by  Grand  Master  Look,  they  being  located  at  Otisville,  Pincon- 
ing,  Elmira  and  Clare. 

Early  in  the  j'ear  Grand  Master  Look  caused  an  official  circular  to 
be  sent  to  Lodges,  asking  that  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  St.  Johns  day, 
a  special  effort  be  made  in  all  the  lodges  of  Michigan  to  raise  funds  for 
the  Masonic  Home.  As  a  result  of  this  appeal,  $909.52  were  furnished 
for  this  praise-worthy  undertaking. 

*  *  * 
1892. 

The  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  held  in  this  year  was  one  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  many  different  respects.  The  election  of  the 
Grand  Officers  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  in  the  whole  history  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Brother  George  E.  Dowling,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  who  had  risen 
through  the  successive  steps  leading  thereto  to  the  office  of  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  had,  the  year  before  this,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  been 
dropped  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  Grand  Officers.  At  this  meeting  his 
friends  from  all  over  the  state  came  resolved  that  he  should  be  restored 
to  the  place  which  rightfully  belonged  to  him,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
concerted  effort  made  in  his  behalf,  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand  War- 
den, from  which  place  he  was  afterward  promoted  and  finally  reached 
the  exalted  station  of  Grand  Master. 

Another  matter  of  unusual  importance  in  this  election  was  the  gen- 
eral desire  among  the  friends  of  Brother  William  P.  Innes,  who  had 


322 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


served  as  Grand  Secretary  for  fourteen  years  with  such  great  satisfac- 
tion, to  round  out  his  masonic  career  by  electing  him  Grand  Master. 
This  was  accordingly  done  and  this  high  honor,  which  he  so  richly  de- 
served, was  conferred  upon  this  distinguished  brother.  This  left  an- 
other very  important  office,  that  of  Grand  Secretary,  to  be  filled  by  a 
choice  of  the  brethren  there  present.  There  were  numerous  candidates 
for  this  position,  but  upon  the  first  ballot,  Brother  Jefferson  S.  Conover 
received  three-fourths  of  all  the  votes  cast  and  was  chosen  to  follow  in 
the  foot-steps  of  those  distinguished  brethren  who  had  so  ably  filled  this 
office  during  the  past  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  These  changes  in 
the  line  of  officers  led  to  many  others  and  as  a  consequence  nearly  the 
entire  line  of  Grand  Officers  was  changed  at  this  meeting.  The  dis- 
tinguished record  made  by  Brother  Innes  during  his  many  years  ser- 
vice as  Grand  Secretary  makes  it  peculiarly  fitting  that  his  portrait  and 
biographical  sketch  should  appear  in  the  chapter  specially  devoted  to 
the  Grand  Secretaries  of  Michigan,  and  it  will  therefore  appear  in  that 
place. 

In  January  1886  the  charter  of  Livingston  Lodge,  No.  76,  was  sur- 
rendered because  of  internal  dissentions  among  the  members.  At  this 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a  petition  for  its  restoration  was  presented, 
and  it  appearing  probable  that  a  successful  lodge  could  now  be  main- 
tained, their  charter  was  restored  and  this  lodge  again  took  its  place  as 
one  of  the  working  bodies  of  the  state. 

At  this  communication  the  death  of  Brother  William  C.  Hazledine, 
representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  near  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  Mexico,  was  announced,  and  Past  Grand  Master  McCurdy  made 
some  beautiful  and  fitting  remarks  concerning  him,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  said: 

Brother  Hazledine  was  a  Michigan  man;  proud  of  his  state  and  proud  of  being 
the  representative  of  this  Grand  Body  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico.  He 
had  only  reached  his  forty-fifth  birthday.  He  had  not  passed  on  life's  highway  the 
stone  that  marks  the  highest  point,  but  being  weary  for  a  moment  he  lay  down  by 
the  wayside,  and  using  his  burden  for  a  pillow,  fell  into  that  dreamless  sleep  that 
kisses  down  his  eyelids  still.  While  yet  in  love  with  life,  and  raptured  with  the 
world,  he  passed  to  silent  and  pathetic  dust. 

Up  to  this  time  all  the  Grand  Lodge  Officers  below  the  Grand 
lecturer  had  been  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.    As  the  custom  had 
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long  prevailed  of  promoting  the  officers  from  one  station  to  the  next 
higher  each  year,  the  effect  of  this  system  was  that  each  Grand  Master 
could  name  the  brother  who  would  succeed  him  four  years  later,  by 
making  him  Senior  Grand  Deacon.  At  this  meeting  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  was  submitted  and  adopted  one  year  later,  making  all 
the  Grand  Officers  elective,  and  since  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  selected 
all  those  brothers  who  have  been  chosen  to  rule  over  the  fraternity  in 
Michigan.  It  is  perhaps  a  coincidence  worthy  of  note,  that  Brother  John 
J.  Carton,  who  was  the  last  appointed  officer  to  be  promoted  to  Grand  Mas- 
ter, was  the  author  of  this  amendment  which  prevented  such  appoint- 
ments in  future. 

Another  lengthy  report  was  made  by  the  special  committee  on  the 
Masonic  Home,  which  closed  with  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  will  contribute  to  the  Masonic  Home  Associa- 
tion, out  of  its  surplus  funds,  the  sum  of  $3,000,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be 
needed. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $7,500  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Ma- 
sonic Home  annually  hereafter;  that  each  lodge  be  solicited  to  pay  its  proportion  of 
said  amount  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  July,  of  each  year,  to  the  Grand  Secretary; 
that  the  Grand  Secretary  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  to  be  paid  out 
by  him  as  above  provided.  That  the.  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  give  each 
lodge  due  and  timely  notice  of  the  amount  which  it  is  requested  to  pay. 

It  will  be  seen  by  those  who  follow  the  history  of  the  Masonic  Home 
as  it  appears  from  time  to  time  in  the  Grand  Lodge  meetings,  that  this 
expectation  of  realizing  $7,500  annually  from  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  lodges  was  not  destined  to  be  fulfilled.  The  nearest  approach 
to  it  being  a  little  less  than  that  sum,  which  was  contributed  in  the 
first  year. 

Up  to  this  time  for  many  years  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  been  limited  to  a  two  days  session,  but  now  a  resolution 
was  adopted  providing  for  a  three  days  session,  until  such  time  as  this 
resolution  should  be  changed,  which  occurred  three  years  later,  when 
the  former  two  days  session  was  restored. 

The  year  1892  was  a  busy  one  for  Grand  Master  Innes.  He  visited 
nearly  all  sections  of  the  state  and  his  magnetic  presence  and  wise 
counsel  did  much  to  inspire  new  zeal  among  the  lodges  and  their  mem- 
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bers.  He  convened  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  numerous  occa- 
sions for  the  purpose  of  conducting  some  of  the  public  ceremonies  of 
the  Order.  Among  the  most  important  of  these  and  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  important  masonic  events  of  Michigan  was  the  placing  of  the 
cope-stone  of  the  new  City  Hall  of  Saginaw,  which  was  done  on  June 
24th  of  this  year.  Having  granted  a  dispensation  to  all  lodges  of  the 
state  to  participate  in  these  ceremonies,  fifty-six  of  the  different  lodges 
were  'present  and  joined  in  the  imposing  parade  and  ceremonies  of  the 
occasion.  A  grand  procession  was  formed  and  the  Grand  Lodge  es- 
corted to  the  new  building.  The  business  houses  and  residences  along 
the  line  of  march  were  most  handsomely  decorated  and  the  whole  city 
was  in  gay  holiday  attire. 

It  was  generally  known  to  the  fraternity  throughout  the  state  that 
our  brothers  of  the  Saginaws  did  not  participate  in  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  this  magnificent  building.  It  therefore  seemed  right  on 
this  occasion  that  the  fraternity  should  appear  in  such  numbers,  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  interesting  ceremony,  as  would  in  the  future  prevent  any 
invidious  distinction  being  made  against  the  large  and  respectable  fra- 
ternity of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  a  society  loyal  to  their  God,  their 
country  and  their  fellow-men,  and  one  founded  upon  the  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  The  oldest  inhabitant  could  not  re- 
call an  event  in  the  history  of  Saginaw  to  compare  with  it,  and  to  the 
younger  generation  it  was  a  revelation,  a  source  of  gratification  and 
pride,  the  acme  of  pleasurable  anticipations  realized  to  a  degree  far  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  expectations.  It  was  an  occasion  never  to  be 
forgotten  by  the  thousands  of  people  who  participated  in  the  exercises, 
but  especially  the  fraternity  of  Saginaw. 

Patriotism,  harmony,  happiness  and  united  effort  were  characteris- 
tics of  the  occasion,  and  these  predominated  and  prevailed  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  else. 

The  concentration  of  loyal  and  unbounded  enthusiasm  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  most  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  a  great  municipality; 
the  appreciation  manifested  by  thousands  of  visitors  of  the  efforts  of  an 
enterprising,  a  liberal  and  a  hospitable  people,  through  whom  the  events 
of  so  memorable  a  day  were  made  possible;  the  strains  which  pealed 
forth  from  innumerable  bands  of  music;  the  artistic  decoration  of  busi- 
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ness  houses  and  homes;  the  parade,  than  which  nothing  to  excel  it  in 
point  of  magnitude  was  ever  seen  in  northern  Michigan,  attested  in  il- 
limitable and  satisfactory  terms  to  the  success  of  the  occasion. 

The  number  of  men  in  line  in  the  procession  was  estimated  at 
about  6,000,  composed  of  members  of  the  fraternity  from  Flint,  Bay 
City,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Chesaning,  Owosso,  Detroit,  Grand  Rapids  and  else- 
where, as  well  as  large  representations  of  Knights  of  Macabees,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workman,  Independent  Order  of 
Forresters,  Odd  Fellows,  and  other  fraternal  societies;  members  of  the 
common  council,  Municipal  Boards,  State  Militia,  etc.,  etc. 

After  the  ceremonies  of  placing  the  cope-stone  had  been  performed 
according  to  the  ritual  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity,  an  able 
and  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  Past  Grand  Master  George  H. 
Durand. 

Another  important  event  was  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Indian  Industrial  School,  erected  by  the  United  States  Government  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  This  occurred  October  18th,  and  was  an  important 
event  in  the  history  of  that  enterprising  little  city. 

There  were  present  a  large  number  of  Masons  and  Knights  Tem- 
plar from  Bay  City,  Saginaw,  Ithaca,  Corunua,  Owosso,  Chesaning  and 
elsewhere,  as  well  as  Knights  of  Pythias,  Odd  Fellows,  Maccabees  and 
Grand  Army  veterans,  the  presence  of  all  which  tended  very  much  to 
the  success  of  the  joyous  occasion. 

This  building  is  for  the  education  and  training  of  the  people  who 
were  once  in  the  possession  of  the  soil  we  now  inhabit.  It  is  a  grand 
monument  erected  by  the  grandest  government  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  it  is  in  itself  an  educating  force  to  those  without  as  well  as  those 
within  its  walls. 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremonies  a  most  scholarly  address  was  deliv- 
ered by  Brother  Robert  McKnight  of  Saginaw,  which  was  followed  by  a 
few  appropriate  remarks  by  Brother  Hugh  McCurdy,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  this  state,  and  then  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States.  The  addresses  of  both  of  these 
distinguished  Craftsmen  called  forth  the  hearty  commendation  of  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  them. 

Other  Masonic  events  of  the  year  conducted  by  Grand  Master  Innes 
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were  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
at  Lake  Odessa,  on  September  22;  the  corner-stone  of  the  Universalist 
Church  at  Grand  Rapids  on  May  30th;  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the 
new  postoffice  building  at  Jackson,  November  10th;  and  on  November 
24th  the  corner-stone  of  the  Light  Guard  Armory  of  Owosso,  this  last 
work  being  done  by  Brother  McCurdy,  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  Master. 

Champlin  Lodge,  No.  300  lost  its  existence  this  year,  its  charter 
being  revoked  by  Grand  Master  Innes.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
brethren  there  would  never  be  able  to  support  a  healthy  Lodge. 

Dissentions  which  had  existed  for  many  years  in  Bridgeport  Lodge, 
No.  258,  led  the  members  thereof  to  surrender  their  charter  in  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year.  Soon  thereafter,  Grand  Master  Innes  gave  a  dispen- 
sation to  a  number  of  those  members  to  organize  a  new  lodge,  but  by 
the  close  of  the  year  the  difficulties  had  been  adjusted,  the  dispensation 
was  revoked  and  the  old  charter  restored. 

* 

1893. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  year  was  held  in 
the  City  of  Saginaw.  The  address  of  Grand  Master  Innes  was  of  that 
high  standard  which  would  naturally  be  expected  of  one  of  his  ripe  ex- 
perience and  intimate  knowledge  of  all  departments  of  Masonry.  On 
his  recommendation  much  wise  legislature  was  adopted,  which  has  since 
been  the  law  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  As  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected from  his  intimate  connection  with  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home 
almost  from  the  inception  of  that  project,  he  dwelt  at  considerable  length 
upon  the  claims  of  that  institution  for  the  support  and  encouragement 
of  the  fraternity  throughout  the  state.  Notwithstanding  his  urgent  ap- 
peals, the  time  had  not  yet  come  when  the  Grand  Lodge  was  ready  to 
place  itself  squarely  upon  record  in  the  matter  of  sustaining  this  mag- 
nificent masonic  charity. 

During  his  year  of  service,  Grand  Master  Innes  gave  dispensations 
to  four  new  lodges,  in  addition  to  the  one  at  Bridgeport,  which  was  dis- 
continued. They  were  located  at  Pewamo,  Detroit,  Breckenridge,  and 
Onsted,  and  all  of  them  were  granted  charters  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.    He  dedicated  thirteen  new  masonic  halls  during  the 
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year.  At  this  annual  meeting,  Past  Grand  Master  Chamberlain  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  year  1894  was  the  semi-centennial  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  on  his  motion  a  committee  was  appointed  to  devise 
and  report  a  plan  for  the  proper  celebration  of  that  event.  This  com- 
mittee was  given  the  next  annual  meeting  to  complete  its  plans  and 
arrange  a  programem  for  that  occasion. 

*  *  * 

The  result  of  the  appeal  to  lodges  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Home 
was  that  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  lodges  responded  thereto  and  con- 
tributed the  sum  of  $3,439.60  for  that  purpose.  One  hundred  and  forty 
lodges  declined,  for  various  reasons,  to  contribute,  and  seventy-two  lodges 
failed  to  make  any  report  upon  the  matter.  An  appropriation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  was  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  another  appeal  di- 
rected sent  to  the  brethren  and  lodges  asking  contributions  for  the 
coming  year. 

Brother  George  E.  Dowling,  of  Montague,  was  chosen.  Grand 

Master  to  succeed  General  William  P.  Innes,  and  entered  upon  the 

duties  of  that  office  with  the  zeal  which  had  characterized  his  masonic 

work  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

* 

SKETCH  OF  GEORGE  E.  DOWLING. 

George  Enoch  Dowling,  the  forty-third  Grand  Master  of  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Michigan,  was  born  at  early  candle-light,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th 
day  of  February,  1839,  *n  the  township  of  Bay  ham,  London  District, 
Canada.  He  was  the  eldest  of  five  brothers,  sons  of  John  and  Phoebe 
Dowling.  His  father  was  a  sea-faring  man,  and  "rocked  himself  in  the 
cradle  of  the  deep"  oh  the  great  lakes  and  the  Mississippi  river,  from 
1830  to  1839,  when,  tiring  of  the  dangers  to  those  who  "go  down  to  the 
sea  in  ships,"  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  a  farm  near  the  town 
— now  city —  of  Grand  Rapids. 

At  five  years  of  age,  Brother  Dowling  began  to  attend  school  at  the 
country  school  house  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  to  and  from  which,  for 
the  first  three  years,  he  had  to  go  and  come  alone  along  a  bear  trail 
leading  from  the  timbered  lands  above  to  the  swamps  below.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  town  and  worked  his  way  through  the  union 
and  high  schools,  finishing  his  course  by  teaching  a  four  months'  term 
in  a  country  district  nine  miles  away.    In  April,  1856,  he  went  to 
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Grand  Haven  where  he  was  at  first  employed  in  a  store,  and  afterward 
in  a  bank.  He  spent  the  winter  of  1857-8  in  a  lumber  office  at  Chicago, 
111.  Returning  to  Michigan  in  April,  1858,  he  engaged  with  Noah  H. 
Ferry,  lumberman,  at  White  Lake,  where  he  remained  one  year. 

In  April,  1859,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  having  caught  the  Pike's  Peak 
fever,  he  joined  the  grand  procession  that  year  and  made  his  way  to  the 
new  land  of  gold,  but  not  finding  the  stuff  already  dug  out,  cleaned  up 
and  sacked,  ready  to  be  shouldered  and  carried  away,  he  again  took  to 
the  trail,  and  up  and  down  the  valleys,  over  and  around  the  mountains, 
and  across  the  deserts  he  wended  his  way  until  his  weary  feet  come  to 
the  end  of  their  tiresome  journey  in  the  El  Dorado  of  the  west — Califor- 
nia. A  six  months'  tour  of  this  state  and  Oregon  sufficed  to  convince 
the  young  adventurer  that  he  was  away  from  home,  and  so  taking  pas- 
sage at  San  Francisco  in  the  uFloating  Coffin  of  the  Pacific  Ocean" 
— the  steamer  Sonora — he  made  the  trip  thence  via  the  Isthmus  and 
Cuba  to  New  York,  and  so  on  back  to  Michigan. 

In  1865  he  entered  into  partnership  with  E.  P.  Ferry  in  the  lum- 
ber business  at  Montague,  where  the  firm  of  Ferry,  Dowling  &  Co., 
built  mills  and  for  seventeen  years  carried  on  an  extensive  lumbering 
and  mercantile  business.  Closing  out  his  lumber  interest  in  1882,  he 
founded  the  Muskegon  County  Bank,  and  after  that  time  figured  per 
cent  on  the  value  of  good,  bad  and  doubtful  notes,  instead  of  on  culls, 
common,  uppers  and  u half-breeds." 

In  politics  Brother  Dowling  was  a  republican,  having  been  in  the 
deal  since  the  organization  of  the  party  "under  the  oaks,"  at  Jackson, 
Mich.,  in  1856,  but  he  always  persistently  declined  to  accept  office,  per- 
ferring  to  remain  on  the  outside,  where  he  could  stir  up  the  animals, 
rather  than  be  tied  down  to  the  drudgery  of  office  or  the  obligations  of 
the  officeholder. 

The  "old  man,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called  at  home,  was  one  of  the 
boys,  and  did  not  allow  any  one  not  more  than  twenty  years  his  junior, 
to  outdo  him  in  the  wrestle  of  life. 

At  eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Saturday,  April  10,  1875,  under  the  faint 
glimmering  of  a  flickering  kerosene  oil  lamp,  in  the  dining  room  of  a 
friend  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  by  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Knappen,  present  Grand 
Chaplain  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Brother  Dowling  was  married  to  a 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


33i 


charming  Scotch  lassie  Miss  Annie  Wilson.  They  had  one  child,  a 
son,  Willie,  who  was  born  May  7,  1876,  and  who  died  May  29,  1883. 

Brother  Dowling  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Ma- 
son in  Muskegon  Lodge,  No.  140,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Muskegon,  Mich., 
October  10,  1864.  He  dimitted  from  Muskegon  Lodge,  April  23,  1866, 
and  founded  Montague  Lodge,  No.  198,  at  Montague,  Mich.  He  was 
Master  of  Montague  Lodge,  U.  D.,  in  1866,  and  of  the  chartered  lodge 
for  four  years  thereafter,  and  also  in  1862,  1882,  1883,  1884,  and  1885. 
He  was  Secretary  in  1873,  and  Treasurer  from  1874  to  188 1  inclusive 
and  from  1886  continuously  to  his  death. 

He  was  exalted  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in 
Muskegon  Chapter,  No.  47,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Muskegon,  Michigan,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1S67,  was  admitted  to  the  rewards  and  honors  of  a  Ro}'al  and 
Select  Master,  in  Tyre  Council,  No.  10,  R.  &  S.  M.,  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  December  28,  1871;  was  constituted,  created  and  dubbed  a 
Knight  Templar  in  DeMolai  Commandery,  No.  5,  K.  T.,  at  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Michigan,  February  29,  1868;  was  admitted,  constituted  and  pro- 
claimed a  Sublime  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret  32 0  of  the  Scottish  Rite, 
in  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  March  11, 
1886,  and  was  received,  admitted  and  constituted  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  in  Moslem  Temple,  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  February  10,  1886. 
He  dimitted  from  Tyre  Council,  April  7,  1892,  and  on  January  13, 
1893,  affiliated  with  Muskegon  Council,  No.  54,  R.  &  S.  M.  Dimitted 
from  Moslem  Temple  to  become  a  charter  member  of  Saladin  Temple, 
N.  M.  S.,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  April  6,  1886. 

Brother  Dowling  was  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  continuously 
for  thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  attended  twenty-seven  Annual 
Communications.  He  was  Junior  Grand  Deacon  in  1888,  Senior  Grand 
Deacon  in  1889,  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  for  1890,  Senior 
Grand  Warden  for  1892  and  Grand  Master  for  1893,  serving  in  each 
station  one  year. 

He  died  March  30,  1896,  and  his  burial  was  conducted  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  escorted  by  the  brethren  of  his  lodge  whom  he  had  loved 
so  well. 
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When  Brother  Dowling  was  seated  in  the  Grand  Master's  chair, 
in  January,  1893,  he  little  though  that  one  of  the  prominent  acts  of 
his  administration  would  be  to  conduct  the  masonic  burial  service  at 
the  grave  of  his  immediate  predecessor.  Such,  however,  proved  to  be 
the  case.  On  the  morning  of  August  2nd,  1893,  Past  Grand  Master 
Innes,  after  a  long  and  wasting  illness,  passed  into  the  unknown  world 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Grand  Master  Dowling  summoned  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  an  emergent  communication  on  Sunday,  August  6th,  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  the  funeral  ceremonies. ' 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  and  the  M.\  W.\ 
Grand  Master  announced  that  he  had  called  the  Grand  Lodge  to  meet 
in  special  communication  to  conduct  the  funeral  services  of  M.\  W.\ 
Brother  William  Power  Innes,  Past  Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand  Sec- 
retary, who  died  on  the  2d  inst,  after  a  lingering  illness. 

Brief  and  appropriate  remarks,  touching  upon  the  life  and  charac- 
ter of  our  deceased  brother,  were  made  by  Past  Grand  Masters  John  W. 
Champlin  &nd  John  W.  McGrath. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  then  formed  in  procession  by  the  Grand 
Marshal  and  joined  the  Grand  Procession  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
I.  C.  Smith. 

The  procession  was  formed  in  the  following  order: 

Chief  Marshal,  Gen.  I.  C.  Smith,  and  aides. 
Wurzburg's  band. 
Col.  C.  H.  Rose. 
Company  E.  Second  Infantry,  State  troops. 
Company  H.  Second  Infantry,  State  troops. 
Company  B.  Second  Infantry,  State  troops. 
Innes  Rifles  Veteran  corps. 
Innes  Command  Union  Veteran's  Union. 
Survivors  of  Gen.  Innes'  Regiment. 
DeMolai  Commandery,  K.  T. 

St.  John's  band. 
St.  John's  Commandery,  K.  T. 
Muskegon  Commandery,  K.  T. 
Fourth  Regiment  band. 
Detroit  Commandery,  K.  T. 
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Valley  City  Lodge,  No.  86,  F.  and  A.  M. 
Grand  River  Lodge,  No.  34,  F.  and  A.  M. 

Doric  Lodge,  No.  342,  F.  and  A.  M. 
Grand  Commandery  officers  in  carriages. 

Grand  Chapter  officers  in  carriages. 
Grand  Lodge  officers  in  carriages. 

The  procession  marched  to  St.  Mark's  church,  where  the  beautiful 
Episcopal  burial  service  was  performed,  and  an  eloquent  address  de- 
livered by  Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  Rector  of  Trinity  church,  of  which  our 
deceased  brother  was  Senior  Warden. 

The  procession  was  then  re-formed  under  the  direction  of  the  Mar- 
shal-in-chief, and  proceeded  to  Fulton  street  cemetery,  where  the  im- 
pressive burial  service  of  our  order  was  performed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers,  and  all  that  was  mortal  of  our  beloved 
brother  was  consigned  to  mother  earth. 

As  a  fitting  close  to  his  earthly  career,  a  volley  was  fired  over  his 
grave  by  the  Innes  Rifles  and  all  that  was  left  to  us  of  General  Innes 
is  his  memory  and  the  inspiring  influence  of  his  noble  and  active  life. 

Past  Grand  Master  Innes  was  the  ideal  man.  His  commanding 
form  and  ever  pleasant  face  were  highly  attractive.  As  a  husband  and 
father  he  was  ever  kind,  considerate  and  loving.  As  a  citizen  he  was 
patriotic,  generous  and  true.  As  a  soldier  he  was  gallant  and  brave. 
As  a  Mason  he  was,  possibly  next  to  "Our  Hugh,"  the  crowning  pride 
of  Michigan  Masonry. 

His  masonic  history,  if  fully  written,  would  almost  be  the  history 
of  Michigan  Masonry.  He  had  held  the  highest  official  positions  in  all 
of  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies — Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  was  also 
Grand  Secretary  of  all  these  bodies  for  from  fourteen  to  twenty  years, 
and  it  was  in  this  position  and  as  chairman  of  the  committees  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  that  General  Innes  developed  his  wonderful  abilities 
as  a  thinker  and  writer.  His  name  and  fame  are  known  among  Masons 
in  every  civilized  country  on  the  globe  where  the  shibboleth  of  Masonry 
is  correctly  pronounced,  and  will  be  remembered  until  the  last  present 
living  Mason  has  joined  the  silent  majority. 
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Two  other  brethren,  who  had  been  prominent  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Michigan  were  summoned  hence  during  the  year. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1893,  the  Rev.  George  J.  McCandless,  Grand 
Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  died  at  his  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  aged 
fifty  years,  and  on  March  12th  was  buried  by  St.  Bernard  Commandery 
of  Saginaw  with  the  beautiful  ceremonies  of  that  Christian  order. 

Bro.  McCandless  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  rector  of  the  church  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 

He  was  a  very  active  and  enthusiastic  Mason,  giving  to  the  Order 
next  to  his  church,  the  best  energies  of  his  nature.  To  him  as 
much  or  more  than  to  any  one  else,  are  the  Saginaw  Masons  indebted 
for  their  magnificent  Masonic  Temple. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Greenwood  Lodge,  No.  568,  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  in  1865;  affiliated  with  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  303,  of 
Saginaw,  in  1889,  an^  *n  T^92  was  elected  Worshipful  Master,  which 
office  he  filled  with  distinguished  ability  and  zeal. 

On  March  16th,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  S.  B.  Brown  died  at 
his  home  in  St.  Clair,  aged  eighty  years. 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Evergreen  Lodge,  U.  D.,  on  May 
29th,  1844,  half  a  century  ago.  He  was  Secretary  of  his  lodge  one  year, 
Junior  Warden  one  year,  and  Worshipful  Master  six  years.  In  Jan- 
uary, i860,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  but  for  his  devotion  to  his  country  and  enlistment  in  the  army, 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  promoted  to  be  Grand  Master. 

He  was  a  brave  soldier.  He  served  through  the  war,  participating 
in  seventy-two  battles,  and  retired  a  Brigadier  General,  with  the  honor- 
ary title  of  the  "Hero  of  Marion. " 

He  was  a  very  enthusiastic  Mason,  and  during  the  fifty  years  of 
his  masonic  life  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  means  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  fraternity. 

Brother  Brown  was  buried  on  the  19th  of  May,  1893,  by  Evergreen 
Lodge,  No.  9,  assisted  by  members  of  surrounding  Lodges  and  a  con- 
siderable delegation  from  Ontario,  Canada. 

During  this  year  Grand  Master  Dowling  gave  dispensations  for  two 
new  lodges  located  at  Lake  City  and  Brown  City.    Both  of  these  lodges 
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afterwards  received  charters  and  have  since  been  prospering  as  well  as 
the  majority  of  country  lodges  in  Michigan. 

He  dedicated  fifteen  Masonic  halls,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  two 
churches  and  one  court-house. 

* 

1894. 

So  marked  had  been  the  hospitalities  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  fraternity  and  citizens  of  Saginaw  on  the  occasion  of  its  assem- 
bling there  in  i893>  that  by  a  unanimous  vote  it  again  convened  there  for 
its  meeting  in  1894.  The  opening  part  of  the  address  of  Grand  Master 
Dowling  was  somewhat  unique  and  reflects  the  personality  of  that 
brother  in  a  marked  degree.  It  is  so  different  from  the  ordinary  remarks 
upon  occasions  of  this  kind  that  it  is  worthy  of  a  permanent  preserva- 
tion in  these  pages  and  is  therefore  quoted  as  follows: 

The  first  regular  sermon  preached  on  the  western  slope  of  our  beautiful  penin- 
sula, was  from  the  tenth  verse  of  the  fourth  chapter  of  Zachariah,  the  first  paragraph 
of  which  reads  as  follows: 

"For  who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things." 

The  boats  that  conveyed  Henepin  and  Joliet  and  LaSalle  and  Pere  Marquette 
around  the  borders  of  our  goodly  land  were  but  frail  shells  of  bark,  propelled  by 
oars;  but  they  served  their  purpose,  and  although  tempest  tossed  and  frequently 
beached,  yet  by  good  management  and  with  the  necessary  repairs,  they  finally 
brought  the  intrepid  explorers  safely  to  the  haven  of  their  destination,  when  they 
were  abandoned. 

As  the  wonderful  country  that  LaSalle,  Pere  Marquette  and  others  explored 
and  mapped  out  began  to  settle  up  and  develope,  there  was  a  demand  for  a  better  and 
safer  means  of  conveyance  and  communication.  Then  came  the  sailing  vessel, 
which,  defying  the  elements,  proudly  ventured  to  mid-lake  and  then  crossed  to  the 
other  shore,  safely  landing  her  passengers  and  cargo. 

Returning  again  and  again,  she  served  the  purpose  of  the  day  and  times,  but 
finally  became  inadequate  to  the  task  of  keeping  up  with  the  growing  business. 
Then  came  the  propellors  and  the  whaleback,  and  today  our  Michigan  merchant 
marine  is  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world. 

And  so  with  Michigan  Masonry.  The  tiny  Masonic  Craft  launched  at  Detroit 
on  July  31,  1826,  was  a  "small  thing,"  but  she  "stood  the  storms"  of  three 
tempestuous  seasons,  and  brought  safely  into  port  five  valuable  cargoes,  i.  e.,  five 
new  lodges;  when,  owing  to  adverse  gales,  she  was  driven  on  the  beach,  where  she 
lay  among  the  rubbish  for  twelve  long  years. 
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Then  she  was  recovered,  enlarged  and  repaired,  provided  with  sails  and  again 
launched  on  the  waters  of  the  great  masonic  sea.  Under  skillful  pilotage  and  with 
occasional  repairs  she  survived  for  three  years,  when  she  was  abandoned  for  good, 
and  on  September  17,  1844,  there  was  laid  the  keel  of  a  monster  masonic  transport, 
upon  which  was  built  a  superstruction  capable  of  carrying  all  the  workmen  of  the 
mountains  and  the  quarries  for  a  centuty  at  least;  and  today,  on  the  evening  of  her 
semi-centennial,  she  has  just  returned  from  her  fiftieth  prosperous  voyage,  and  now 
lies  safely  anchored  in  the  peaceful  harbor  of  4 'Brotherly  Love." 

Behold  her!  How  proudly — like  a  man  of  war — she  rides  at  her  moorings,  the 
flag  ship,  I  might  almost  say,  of  the  Grand  American  Masonic  flotilla.  Every  sail 
is  securely  furled,  every  rope  neatly  coiled,  and  every  belaying  pin  securely  stowed. 
Everything  about  her,  from  the  tip  end  of  her  jib-boom  to  the  verge  of  her  taff-rail, 
or  as  a  sailor  would  say,  "from  stem  to  gudgeon,' '  is  in  complete  order. 

And  what  a  magnificent  crew  of  thirty-six  thousand  officers  and  men!  Every 
one  of  whom,  from  the  Entered  Apprentice  who  handles  the  capstan  bars  to  the 
Worshipful  Masters  who  tread  the  promenade  deck,  are  vieing  with  each  other  as 
to  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree. 

As  commander  during  the  past  year,  now  about  to  be  discharged  on  account  of 
age  and  incompetency,  of  this  seaworthy  craft,  it  devolves  upon  me  to  report  the 
principal  events  of  the  season's  voyage,  but  first 

To  Heaven's  High  Architect  let  all  praise, 

All  praise,  all  gratitude,  be  given, 
Who  designed  the  human  soul  to  raise 

By  mystic  secrets  sprung  from  Heaven. 

and  who  calmed  the  tempestuous  sea,  permitting  our  noble  transport  to  enter  the 
harbor  with  safety. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  special  me- 
morial service  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day's  session  in  mem- 
ory of  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  who  had  died  during  the  year. 
On  this  occasion,  Past  Grand  Masters  J.  W.  Champlin  and  A.  T.  Met- 
calf  delivered  most  beautiful  eulogies  upon  Past  Grand  Master  Innes; 
Past  Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell  a  eulogy  on  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Master  S.  B.  Brown;  and  Brothers  E.  M.  Gardner  and  John  J.  Carton 
delivered  touching  eulogies  on  Rev.  George  J.  McCandless,  Grand  Chap- 
lain. Following  these  brethren,  Grand  Secretary  Jefferson  S.  Conover 
delivered  an  address  in  remembrance  of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  Mich- 
igan Masons  who  had  crossed  the  river  of  death  during  the  year.  The 
whole  ceremony  connected  with  this  memorial  service  was  of  the  most 
impressive  kind  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate therein. 
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The  result  of  the  second  appeal  to  subordinate  lodges  in  behalf  of 
the  Masonic  Home  was  that  eighty-four  lodges  contributed  the  sum  of 
$1,442.15,  twenty-five  declined  to  contribute  and  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  made  no  response  whatever  to  the  call. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  submitted  by  Brother  J.  H.  Chase 
of  Lansing,  the  preliminary  steps  were  taken  looking  to  the  preparation 
of  a  masonic  membership  register  for  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  which 
should  contain,  as  far  as  it  could  be  secured,  the  names  and  masonic 
history  of  all  Masons  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  Grand  Secretary 
was  directed  to  investigate  plans  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meet- 
ing with  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  thereof,  which,  being  done, 
he  was  directed  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  at  this  writing  the  same 
is  well  under  way  and  when  completed  will  form  the  most  valuable  work 
in  the  possession  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  the  semi-centennial,  it  was 
resolved  to  celebrate  that  occasion  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  January,  1895.  A  day  was  set  apart  for  that  celebration  and 
committees  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  therefor. 
An  attempt  was  made  at  this  meeting  to  increase  the  annual  dues  of 
subordinate  lodges  by  the  amount  of  twenty  cents,  such  increase  to  be 
devoted  to  the  maintainance  of  the  Masonic  Home.  Following  this  ac- 
tion, Past  Grand  Master  Chamberlain,  who  has  always  been  most  pro- 
nounced in  his  denunciation  of  all  projects  calculated  to  raise  money  for 
masonic  charity  by  assessments  or  taxation,  presented  the  following  res- 
olution, but  it  failed  of  adoption  and  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  question  of  the  support  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Masonic  Home 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fifteen  Masters  of  Lodges  now  entitled  to  vote  in  this 
Grand  Lodge,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

If  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  it  is  lawful  to  tax  Masons  for  charitable 
purposes,  that  they  be  directed  to  report  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  election  of  a  Grand  Assessor;  and  to  the  regulations,  for  the 
appointment  of  an  Assessor  in  each  of  the  constituent  lodges;  and  that  the  committee 
be  directed  further,  to  enquire  whether  such  tax  shall  be  collected  from  the  incomes 
or  the  estate  of  the  Masons  of  Michigan;  and  further  that  in  case  the  committee 
shall  report  that  there  exists  a  right  to  tax  Masons  for  charitable  purposes,  they  be 
directed  to  report  such  changes  in  the  obligations  as  will  make  them  consistent  with 
taxaiton. 
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Attention  having  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  grave  of  Past 
Grand  Master  S.  C.  Coffinbury  was  in  a  neglected  condition  and  un- 
marked by  any  stone  or  monument,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  was 
authorized  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such  monument.  On  account 
of  the  financial  difficulties  into  which  the  Grand  Lodge  was  thrown  soon 
after  this  meeting,  this  proposition  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect 
but  doubtless  will  be  at  an  early  date. 

Brother  William  H.  Phillips,  of  Menominee,  was  elected  Grand 
Master  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  after  his  installation  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary called  Brother  Dowling,  the  retired  Grand  Master,  to  the  front  and 
in  an  address  of  mingled  levity  and  sentiment,  presented  him  with  a 
Past  Grand  Master's  jewel.  A  few  of  the  closing  words  of  his  address 
are  these: 

It  is  the  proud  boast  of  American  citizenship  that  14 we  call  no  man  master;' ' 
that  in  this  land  of  ours,  "The people  are  the  King."  So  it  is  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Although  for  a  year  you  have  been  clothed  with  almost  kingly  power  and  authori- 
ty, yet  when  we  are  assembled  as  we  are  today,  this  Grand  Body  is  the  supreme 
power  and  again  "The  people  are  the  Kmg"  and  "Thus  shall  it  be  done  unto  the 
man  whom  the  King  delighteth  to  honor. ' ' 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  words,  he  placed  upon  Brother  Dowling's 
breast,  a  beautiful  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel,  which  act  evoked  rapturous 
applause  from  the  Grand  Lodge. 

This  being  the  first  time  such  public  presentation  was  made  in 
Grand  Lodge  and  being  entirely  un  looked  for,  Brother  Dowling  was 
much  affected  thereby,  and  feelingly  expressed  his  thanks  for  this 
further  expression  of  the  good  will  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  added,  that  "on  his  way  home  he  would  be  obliged  to  stop  over  for 
a  few  hours  in  Grand  Rapids  and  would  step  into  a  stationery  store  on 
Monroe  street,  buy  a  box  of  pens  and  a  quantity  of  paper,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  home,  would  write  a  letter  that  would  express  his  feelings  better 
than  he  could  do  it  at  this  moment." 


*  * 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  H.  PHILLIPS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  township  of  Rome,  in 
the  County  of  Lenawee,  state  of  Michigan,  on  the  7th  day  of  August, 
1839.  He  worked  on  a  farm  until  he  was  21,  and  attended  district 
school  during  the  winter  time,  going  two  miles  through  the  woods  to  a 
log  school  house,  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  In  the  Spring  of 
i860,  he  entered  Oak  Grove  Academy,  in  the  village  of  Medina,  Lena- 
wee County.  After  remaining  there  one  year,  he  taught  school  winters 
and  worked  on  a  farm  during  the  summer,  attending  the  Academy  dur- 
ing the  Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  each  year,  until  he  graduated  there- 
from in  the  year  1865.  In  the  Fall  of  1865  he  entered  Adrian  College, 
at  Adrian,  Michigan,  and  remained  there  two  years,  severing  his  con- 
nection therewith  before  taking  his  degree.  He  then  again  turned  his 
attention  to  teaching  school.  On  the  22nd  day  of  February,  1867,  ^e 
was  married  to  Amy  R.  Bedell,  in  the  Township  of  Hudson,  Lenawee 
County.  After  his  marriage  he  continued  to  teach  school  for  about 
three  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Clayton, 
Michigan,  and  continued  therein  until  1875.  In  1876  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  the  City  of  Adrian,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  A.  L.  Mil- 
lard and  commenced  the  study  of  law.  Was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Lenawee  in  1879.  He  practiced  law  in 
the  City  of  Adrian  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Menominee,  Michi- 
gan, and  continued  to  practice  his  profession.  In  the  Fall  of  1882,  he 
was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Menominee  County,  and  re-elected 
to  that  office  in  1884.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  City  At- 
torney for  the  City  of  Menominee,  which  office  he  held  for  three  years. 
On  November  6th,  1894,  he  was  again  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for 
Menominee  County. 

Brother  Phillips  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Adrian  Lodge,  No. 
19,  Adrian,  Michigan,  on  the  22nd  day  of  April,  1863,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  1866,  he  was  exalted  to  the  august  degree  of  Royal 
Arch  Mason  in  Adrian  Chapter,  No.  10.  December  29th,  1881,  he  di- 
mitted  from  Adrian  Chapter,  No.  10,  and  joined  with  his  companions  in 
Menominee  and  became  a  charter  member  of  Menominee  Chapter,  No. 
107,  and  was  the  first  King  of  that  Chapter,  and  afterwards  became 
High  Priest  thereof  for  three  years.    He  was  made  a  Knight  Templar 
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in  Menominee  Commandery,  No.  35,  on  the  4th  day  of  August  1884. 
He  dimitted  from  Adrian  Lodge,  No.  19,  December  20,  1882,  and  joined 
Menominee  Lodge,  No.  269,  and  held  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  of 
that  lodge  for  four  years.  On  January  27,  1892,  he  was  elected  Junior 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  January  25,  1893,  he  was 
elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  on  January  24,  1894,  he  was  elected 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  enjoyed  a  year  of  successful  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  that  exalted  station. 

Henry  M.  Look,  who  was  Grand  Lecturer  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for 
six  years  following  January  1869,  died  at  Greeley,  Colorado,  April  3rd, 
1894,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  marked  ability,  a 
pleasant  gentlemen  and  an  enthusiastic  Mason.  He  was  a  diligent  la- 
borer in  the  masonic  field  and  his  work  on  masonic  trials  is  a  lasting 
monument  of  his  devotion  to  Masonry. 

May  30th  of  this  year  Grand  Master  Phillips  laid  the  corner-stone 
of  the  new  City  Hall  at  Bay  City,  on  which  occasion  numerous  civic 
and  military  societies,  several  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar  and 
the  lodges  of  that  part  of  the  state  formed  an  imposing  parade,  which 
was  witnessed  by  a  large  concourse  of  the  citizens  of  that  place.  June 
16,  he  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the 
City  of  Detroit.  The  procession  on  this  occasion  was  an  immense  one 
and  paraded  the  principal  streets,  which  were  lined  with  an  enthusiastic 
crowd  of  people.  After  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  a  number  of  eloquent 
addresses  were  made  by  prominent  citizens.  On  the  26th  of  June  he 
laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  School  for  the  Feeble-minded  at  La- 
peer. Governor  Rich  and  his  staff  were  present  to  participate  in  these 
ceremonies,  which  were  preceded  by  a  parade  of  the  civic  and  military 
organizations,  state  officers,  Detroit,  Bay  City  and  Corunna  Com- 
manderies K.  T.,  and  numerous  lodges,  all  acting  as  escort  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  the  grounds  where  the  building  was  to  be  erected.  Af- 
ter the  corner-stone  was  laid  according  to  masonic  usage,  an  eloquent 
address  was  delivered  by  ex-governor  Cyrus  G.  Luce. 

Grand  Master  Phillips,  during  his  year's  administration,  laid  the 
corner-stones  of  numerous  other  public  buildings.  The  number  of  these 
occasions  on  which  he  performed  this  work,  probably  exceeded  those 
performed  by  any  other  Grand  Master,  and  he  was  given  the  distinctive 
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title  of  "corner-stone  Grand  Master."  Besides  these  ceremonies  he  dedi- 
cated fourteen  masonic  halls,  many  of  them  of  great  beauty  and  fur- 
nished with  all  the  conveniences  desirable  for  masonic  use.  Among 
those  which  are  particularly  worthy  of  mention  are  Kalamazoo,  Hud- 
son and  Tecumseh.  At  each  of  these  places  the  services  were  partici- 
pated in  by  large  numbers  of  the  fraternity  and  their  friends,  and  the 
occasions  were  made  most  important  ones  to  the  lodges  of  those  places. 

In  this  year  occurred  one  of  those  unfortunate  affairs  which  the 
promptings  of  charity  would  say  should  be  passed  over  in  silence  but  of 
which  historical  accuracy  demands  mention.  The  brother  who  had 
been  Grand  Treasurer  for  many  years,  and  who  had  been  trusted  with 
the  funds  of  all  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  of  Michigan,  proved  a  de- 
faulter for  a  large  amount.  Grand  Master  Phillips  immediately  took 
steps  to  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  other  masonic  bodies.  The  Grand  Treasurer  made  what  reparation 
was  in  his  power,  transferred  his  real  estate  and  property  to  the  trustee 
appointed  to  act  for  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies;  and  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  Grand  Treasurer.  The  vacancy  thus  caused  was  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Brother  William  Wente,  of  Manistee,  who  has  been  an- 
nually elected  to  that  responsible  position  since  that  time.  The  amount 
involved  in  this  loss  has  not  yet  been  recovered  from  the  property,  but 
it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day,  at  least  a  good  proportion 
of  it  may  be  realized.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  only  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  the  exposure  of  this  defalcation,  was  the  last  amount  of  the  de- 
falcation of  the  Grand  Treasurer  just  preceding  this  one,  received  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  so  that  no  sooner  was  one  matter  of  this  kind  settled, 
than  the  Grand  Lodge  found  itself  plunged  into  another  one  of  still 
larger  proportions  and  more  disastrous  in  its  effects. 

The  appeal  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  behalf  of  the  Masonic 
Home  realized  $1,288.  57. 

Of  this  amount  lodges  in  the  upper  peninsula  contributed  $204.57, 
or  one-sixth  of  the  whole  amount.  Detroit  Lodges  contributed  $180,  one- 
seventh  of  the  whole  amount;  Grand  Rapids,  $100;  Jackson,  $75.50; 
Ann  Arbor,  $75.  The  four  cities  named  and  the  upper  peninsula  lodges 
contributed  one  half  the  whole  sum  given. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  communication  this  year  in  the 
City  of  Detroit,  and  in  connection  therewith  celebrated  its  semi-centen- 
nial. When  the  Grand  Lodge  convened  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second 
day,  the  Grand  Master  announced  that  by  invitation  of  the  Masonic 
Temple  Association  of  the  City  of  Detroit,  the  Grand  Lodge  would  now 
proceed  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Temple  under  construct- 
ion, with  the  ceremonies  appropriate  to  masonic  usage. 

By  his  order  the  Grand  Marshal  formed  the  Grand  Lodge  in  pro- 
cession, and  under  escort  of  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  with  108 
swords;  Pontiac  Commandery,  No.  2,  42  swords;  DeMolai  Commandery, 
No.  5,  Grand  Rapids,  35  swords;  Ann  Arbor  Commandery,  No.  13,  40 
swords;  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  42,  42  swords;  St.  Bernard  Com- 
mandery, Chicago,  40  swords;  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  100 
members;  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  with  350  members;  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2, 
230  members;  Union  Lodge  of  S.  O.  No.  3,  206  members;  Ashlar 
Lodge,  No.  91,  240  members;  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  240,  75  members; 
Kilwinning  Lodge,  No.  297,  325  members;  Palestine  Lodge,  No.  357, 
150  members;  Schiller  Lodge,  No.  263,  84  members;  Corinthian  Lodge, 
No.  241,  32  members;  Mt.  Clemens  Lodge,  No.  6,  80  members;  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  89,  Belleville,  80  members;  Wyandotte  Lodge,  No.  170,  80 
members,  and  Canadian  Masons  numbering  over  100,  the  whole  proces- 
sion preceded  by  a  platoon  of  mounted  police,  and  all  under  command 
of  Chief  Marshal  W.  S.  Green  with  an  efficient  corps  of  aides,  proceed- 
ed to  the  place  where  the  new  Temple  was  being  constructed,  and  the 
Grand  Master,  assisted  by  the  proper  officers,  laid  the  corner-stone  with 
masonic  ceremonies.  A  beautiful  feature  of  this  ceremony  consisted  of 
the  release  of  several  hundred  homing  pigeons  just  when  the  Grand 
Master  had  declared  the  corner-stone  well  and  truly  laid.  Rising  and 
circling  for  a  moment  above  the  walls  of  the  Temple,  they  separated  and 
took  up  their  flights  for  their  homes,  bearing  the  message  that  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  the  magnificent  Detroit  Masonic  Temple  had  just  been  de- 
clared laid.  An  immense  concourse  of  people  were  present  and  wit- 
nessed the  imposing  ceremonies.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather  pre- 
vented holding  all  the  exercises  in  the  open  air,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  exercises  were  held  in  the  Auditorium  in  the  evening. 
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At  7:30  the  spacious  building  was  packed  with  an  appreciative  au- 
dience. M.  H.  Chamberlain,  president  of  the  Temple  Association, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and  asked  Rev.  F.  A.  Blades  to  preside, 
which  he  did  with  signal  ability  and  grace.  He  introduced  Hon.  John 
W.  McGrath,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  who  delivered  an  eloquent  address  suited  to  the  oc- 
casion. 

Brother  McGrath  was  followed  by  Brother  Hugh  McCurdy,  Past 
Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  K.  T.,  of  the  United  States. 

Brief  addresses  were  also  delivered  by  Rev.  Brother  R.  E.  McDuff, 
of  Flint;  George  W.  Moore,  William  C.  Maybury  of  Detroit  and  A.  J. 
Sawyer,  of  Pontiac.  Beautiful  and  appropriate  music  was  furnished  by 
Schremser's  musical  organization,  which  added  greatly  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  exercises. 

*  *  * 

A  memorable  incident  in  connection  with  this  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  one  which  was  unheard  of  before  that  time,  was  the  presen- 
tation to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  an  elegant  and  expensive  jewel  manu- 
factured expressly  for  this  purpose  and  coming  as  a  personal  gift  from 
Past  Grand  Master  Dowling.  Calling  the  Grand  Secretary  from  his  chair 
he  addressed  him  in  a  speech  so  unique  in  its  nature  and  so  characteris- 
tic of  him  who  delivered  it,  that  it  is  worthy  of  preservation  as  one  of  the 
gems  of  masonic  literature.    It  is  therefore  given  here  in  full: 

Brother  Conover, 

I  am  glad  to  meet  you.  I  have  long  sought  this  opportunity.  For  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  long,  weary  days  and  nights  have  I  waited  patiently,  wondering 
if  the  time  would  ever  come,  when  I  could  meet  you  as  I  do  now,  not  alone,  but  in 
open  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  our  thirty-six  thou- 
sand Michigan  Masons,  to  hurl  back  at  you  the  invectives  that  you  so  freely  show- 
ered upon  me  one  year  ago  to-day. 

You  well  remember  Sir,  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  the  last  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Michigan, 
when  my  term  of  office  as  Grand  Master  had  expired,  and  I  had  laid  the  handle  of 
the  Golden  Gavel,  ' 4 that  potent  emblem  of  masonic  power,"  into  the  generous  palm 
of  my  illustrious  successor,  and  was  about  to  retire  to  the  "ground  floor,"  to  resume 
my  place  once  again  among  the  " Kings,"  my  brethren,  on  a  flimsy  pretext  you 
called  me  back,  and  up  to  the  very  front  of  the  platform,  in  the  beautiful  Saginaw 
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Auditorium,  and  then  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  that  magnificent  masonic  au- 
dience of  over  five  hundred,  composed  of  the  newly  elected  Grand  Lodge  Officers, 
the  Past  Grand  Officers,  the  representatives  of  a  large  number  of  our  sister  and  for- 
eign jurisdictions,  the  Masters  and  representatives  of  our  four  hundred  constituent 
lodges  and  a  considerable  number  of  visitors,  you  proceeded  to  belabor  me,  to  pound 
it  into  me,  to  impeach  me,  and  to  charge  me — as  my  respected  friend  and  brother  the 
Hon.  John  W.  McGrath,  Past  Grand  Master,  would  say — wit,h  41  malfeasance  in 
office/ '  in  this,  that  I  had  imposed  upon  you  burdens  grievous  to  be  borne,  and  had 
deluged  you  with  letters  until  your  life  had  come  to  be  a  weary  burden. 

Gee  Whiz!  If  the  golden  sands  of  Saginaw  had  opened  wide,  like  a  gash  in 
a  Georgia  watermelon,  and  swallowed  me,  I  could  not  have  been  more  surprised  or 
astonished. 

As  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  my  time  during  the  preceding  masonic  year  had 
been  devoted  to  smoothing  off  the  corners  of  the  rough  stones  that  lay  in  your  path- 
way, in  order  to  ease  your  burdens  and  make  your  official  year  a  pleasant  one,  your 
charges  fell  upon  me  with  appalling  force. 

True,  I  did  write  you  some  letters,  and  have  written  you  just  a  few  since,  and  I 
did  discharge  a  couple  of  thousand— more  or  less — at  the  brethren  around  the  state; 
but  I  challenge  you  on  your  honor  as  a  Master  Mason  to  declare,  that  any  one  of  them 
was  not  good  reading ',  and  did  not  mean  just  what  it  said  and  say  just  what  I  meant. 

A  Spanish  proverb  says:  ''the  letter  is  the  man,"  and  whether  or  no  my  few 
feeble  efforts  proved  the  proverb,  yet  I  stand  by  all  the  letters. 

What  in  the  name  of  duty  and  fraternity  is  a  Grand  Secretary  for,  any  way? 
To  don  an  outing  suit,  step  aboard  the  magnificent  transport  "  Scut-a-naw-be-quon," 
hie  himself  away  to  4 'Templar  Beach' '  on  the  east  shore  of  Morrison  Lake,  four 
miles  north  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  beautiful  City  of  Coldwater,  and  there,  in 
its  umbrageous  nooks  and  retreats,  and  up  and  down  its  serpentine  pathways,  under 
the  over-arching  huckleberry  trees,  to  idle  away  his  time  and  take  his  ease,  while  a 
Grand  Master  swelters  under  the  burning  rays  of  the  meridian  sun,  grinding  out, 
what  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Osceola  County  calls  4 'choice  gems,*' 
and  what  our  noble  President's  consul  to  her  Majesty's  revenue  port  of  Sarnia,  Can- 
ada, designates  characteristic  letters?  No  Sir — not  by  any  means.  The  fifth  verse 
of  the  second  chapter  of  "Plutarchs  Lives  of  the  Seminoles" — a  copy  of  which  I  for- 
tunately have  with  me — reads  as  follows:  44The  duties  of  a  Grand  Secretary  shall  be, 
to  observe  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  to  receive,  acknowl- 
edge, consider  and  answer  all  respectful  communications,  and, — not  grumble." 

Had  you  not  temporarily  forgotten  the  teachings  of  the  sacred  volume  opened 
there  upon  our  Altar,  especially  the  29th  and  30th  verses  of  the  nth  chapter  of 
Matthew,  you  would  have  found  rest,  and  comfort  and  peace,  for  my  yoke  was  easy 
and  my  burden  was  light. 

Now  sir,  having  spoken  what  has  rankled  in  my  breast  for  the  past  twelve 
months,  I  am  ready  to  and  do  hereby  extend  the  kind  word  of  forgiveness  for  all 
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your  lapses  from  duty,  and  desire  to  give  and  receive  the  sweet  kiss  of  reconciliation. 
Nay  more  than  this,  I  am  prepared  to  admit,  and  do  hereby  publicly  acknowledge, 
that  in  '93  your  official  duties  were  cheerfully,  consistently  and  faithfully  performed 
and  that  to  you  more  than  to  any  o?ie  else  was  I  indebted,  for  whatever  success  I  had, 
in  piloting  our  "magnificent  masonic  transport"  on  the  voyage  of  1893,  and  to  con- 
vince you  of  this,  and  demonstrate  to  our  brethren,  that  as  between  us,  the  scalping 
knife  and  tomahawk  are  forever  buried,  it  will  be  my  great  pleasure — the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  granting  me  permission  and  the  Grand  Lodge  consenting— to  present 
you  with  a  slight  token  of  my  appreciation  of  you  as  a  man  and  a  Mason,  and  of  the 
efficient  services  that  as  Grand  Secretary,  you  rendered  to  me  during  my  term  of 
office  as  Grand  Master. 

The  little  trinket  that  I  have  had  made  to  serve  my  present  purpose,  is  some- 
thing that  indicates  the  high  and  responsible  office  that  you  have  held  and  now  hold 
in  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  probably  is  the  first  and  only  one  of  its  kind  ever  manu- 
factured, viz:  a  Grand  Secretary's  Badge  and  Jewel.  On  the  bars  of  this  badge 
is  expressed  the  name  and  title  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Between  the  bars  is  the  Coat 
of  Arms  of  our  wonderful  state,  and  our  state  motto:  tkSi~Quaris-Peninsulam~A- 
mcenam-Circumspice  "  which  being  translated  into  our  Michigan  vernacular,  signi- 
fies, "if  you  would  behold  a  loyal  constituency,  look  around  you.M  Attached  to  the 
lower  bar  is  the  jewel —  Your  jewel — of  a  Grand  Secretary,  the  cross  pens  suspended 
within  a  circle. 

In  investing  you  with  this  private  jewel,  the  pens,  I  am  persuaded  that  they 
have  made  and  will  continue  to  make  an  endearing  record,  not  only  to  your  praise, 
but  to  the  welfare  of  the  craft  so  largely  dependent  upon  your  experience  and  in- 
tegrity. 

The  pen-dant  to  this  badge,  is  an  original  design  of  my  own.  The  emblems  re- 
presented thereon  are  significant  of  our  common  faith,  our  fraternal  relations,  the 
year  of  our  Golden  Jubilee,  and  of  my  good  will  to,  and  my  esteem  for  you. 

The  circle,  is  the  illimitable  universe  or  God.  It  also  indicates  the  boundary 
line  that  encloses  the  whole  fraternity  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  to  whom  we  are 
each  indebted  for  the  distinguished  honors  conferred  upon  us. 

The  five-pointed  star,  is  an  emblem  of  the  "five  points  of  fellowship, ' '  by  which 
you  and  myself  are  equally  and  irrevocably  bound  to  the  fraternity. 

The  triangle  is  not  only  a  symbol  of  Deity,  but  it  is  the  only  geometrical  figure, 
aside  from  the  circle,  divisible  into  three  equal  and  similar  parts,  to  serve  my  pres- 
ent purpose.  Among  the  aborigines  of  western  Michigan  there  is  a  tradition — of 
which  you  may  have  heard  and  possibly  may  remember — that  their  ancient  brethren 
served  the  medicine  men  of  their  tribes,  with  Freedom,  Fervency  and  Zeal,  which 
qualities,  the  untutored  red  man  of  the  forest  represented  by  chalk,  charcoal  and 
clay.  This  triangle  is  therefore  set  with  these  three  substances,  to  indicate  the 
freedom  with  which  you  served  your  Grand  Master  of  1893,  a°d  the  fervency  and 
zeal  that  actuated  you  in  the  discharge  of  all  your  official  duties  during  that  year. 
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As  you  paid  me  the  high  compliment  of  being  the  greatest  letter  writer  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  of  having  re-demonstrated  the  self-evident  proverb:  "the 
pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword,' '  I  have  had  your  undeserved  tribute  exemplified  in 
this  pen-dan  t.  As  you  will  observe  each  point  of  the  star  terminates  in  a  bold  free 
pen.  That  is  myself.  Beneath  the  upright  of  the  star  is  an  insignificant  little  sword. 
That  is  Carton,  and  Winsor,  and  Lodge,  and  the  whole  host  of  brethren  who  failed 
to  come  to  time  when  the  flag  was  hoisted,  one  of  whom  at  least,  confessed  with 
"humility  and  shame,"  that  he  was  not  in  it  with  the  "old  man"  as  a  letter  writer. 

The  diamond  center  is  yourself,  as  pure  and  bright  as  the  brightest  star  in  our 
masonic  constellation;  and  now  let  me  conjure  you  that  from  this  time  henceforth, 
not  to  let  any  motive  however  tempting,  make  you  swerve  from  your  duty,  violate 
your  vows  or  betray  your  trust,  but  continue  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  to  be  true 
and  faithful,  and  you  will  continue  to  receive  the  plaudits  of  your  brethren,  and  lay 
up  for  yourself  a  crown  of  rejoicing  until  time  shall  be  no  more. 

And  now  Brother  Conover,  in  conclusion;  on  this  the  day  of  our  Golden  Jubilee, 
it  seems  appropriate  that  this  badge  should  in  some  way  connect  the  first  to  the  last 
of  the  fifty  years  of  our  Michigan  Masonry,  and  the  connection  is  here. 

In  the  winter  of  i837-,38,  fifty-seven  years  ago,  the  first  of  my  illustrious  pre- 
decessors, John  Mullett,  the  first  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  acting  in  his 
capacity  as  Deputy  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States,  located  the  section  corner 
to  sections  20,  21,  28  and  29,  in  town  twelve  north  of  range  seventeen  west  of  the 
principal  meridian  of  Michigan,  very  near  the  mouth  of  "Buttermilk  Creek."  It 
was  late  in  the  afternoon  and  noticing  that  a  storm  was  impending,  he  called  his 
forces  together  and  piloted  them  up  the  valley  about  half  a  mile,  and  camped  at  the 
foot  of  "Wintergreen  Hill"  near  the  margin  of  my  beautiful  "Buttermilk  Spring," 
where  the  tide  did  then,  and  still  continues  to  ebb  and  flow  twice  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Here  he  rested  for  some  days  until  the  storm  was  over  and  then  resumed  his  labors. 

The  charcoal  set  in  this  triangle  is  from  a  fragment  left  of  that  camp  fire,  and 
the  chalk  and  the  clay  are  from  the  ledges  that  crop  out  near  by.  The  five  gems 
set  at  the  exterior  angles  of  the  star,  were  by  me  plucked  from  the  pebbly  bottom 
beneath  the  opalescent  waters  of  my  beautiful  stream,  within  fifty  feet  of  the  place 
where  my  worthy  brother,  afterwards  Grand  Master  Mullett,  rested  and  refreshed 
himself.  These  stones  are  not  of  any  intrinsic  value,  and  as  they  appear  here,  are 
pale  and  lusterless,  but  when  you  immerse  them  in  Cold  water,  (Coi^dwater,)  they 
glisten  like  the  dew  on  a  morning  flower. 

Brother  Conover,  even  " 1  kings  sometimes  unbend"  and  so  do  I  to  you.  Please 
accept  this  badge  and  jewel — let  me  pin  it  on  your  breast.  On  all  proper  occasions 
wear  it,  and  always  remember  that  from  the  very  northeast  corner  of  my  heart, 
there  goes  out  to  you  with  this  jewel,  my  kindest  regards,  my  highest  esteem  and 
my  most  fraternal  love. 

Remembering  the  occasion  of  one  year  previous,  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary stood  the  attack  remarkably  well  until  the  jewel  was  produced, 
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and  when  Brother  Dowling  reached  the  words  "the  diamond  center  is 
yourself/ '  at  once  the  ability  of  Brother  Conover  to  properly  reply  com- 
pletely vanished.  He  accepted  the"]  valuable  and  entirely  unexpected 
^  gift  in  the  best  words  he  could  think  of 

at  the  time,  and  promised  that  next  sum- 
mer, when  he  was  resting  in  a  hammock 
suspended  from  those  huckleberry  trees 
at  Templar  Beach,  he  would  try  to  write 
his  reply  better  than  he  could  express  it 
now.  He  further  promised  that  if  Broth- 
er Dowling  would  bring  his  wife  down 
to  Coldwater,  he  would  give  that  wished- 
for  kiss  of  reconciliation  to  him  by  proxy. 

The  jewel  presented  is  a  magnificent 
and  expensive  one,  and  is  faithfully  de- 
scribed in  Brother  Dowling's  address  in 
presenting  it.  Coming  in  the  way  it  did 
it  is  most  highly  prized  by  the  recipient. 


* 

*  * 


According  to  the  plans  of  the  com- 
mittee having  the  matter  in  charge,  the 
third  day's  session  was  set  apart  for  cel- 
ebrating the  semi-centennial  anniversary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan.  The 
exercises  connected  therewith  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten  by  those  privileged  to 
participate  therein.  The  addresses  de- 
livered were  models  of  excellence,  and  as 
published,  are  an  interesting  part  of  the 
literature  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michi- 
gan. The  length  of  these  addresses  for- 
bid their  publication  in  this  place,  but 
they  have  gone  upon  record  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  Masonry  in  this 
jurisdiction.  These  addresses  were  delivered  by  Brother  Hugh  Mc- 
Curdy,  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  William  T.  Mitchell,  Past  Grand 
Master,  Brother  John  W.  Champlin,  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  Jas. 
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H.  Pound,  Past  Master,  Brother  A.  E.  Collins,  Worshipful  Master,  Broth- 
er Lou  B.  Winsor,  Junior  Grand  Warden  and  Brothers  David  Patter- 
son, Thomas  J.  Allen  and  M.  D.  Wagner. 

The  program  arranged  in  honor  of  the  semi-centennial  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  having  been  carried  out,  the  assemblage  dispersed  and 
the  first  fifty  years  of  this  Grand  Lodge  had  passed  into  history. 

uThen  over  our  gain  and  over  our  loss, 

Over  our  crown  and  over  our  cross, 
Over  the  fret  of  our  discontent, 

Over  the  ill  that  we  never  meant, 
Over  the  scars  of  our  self-denial, 

Over  the  strength  that  conquered  trial, 
Over  our  semi-centennial  year, 

Year  that  to-morrow  will  not  be  here, 
Swiftly  and  surely,  from  starry  walls, 

Silently  downward  the  curtain  falls." 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  EDWIN  L.  BOWRING. 

GRAND  MASTER,   1 895. 

Edwin  L.  Bowring  was  born  Jan.  5,  1849,  *n  ^e  town  of  Resgate, 
Surrey,  England.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Susan  Bowring  came  to 
this  country  in  185 1  and  settled  at  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.  Four 
years  later  they  moved  to  Detroit. 

His  early  educational  advantages  were  limited,  being  obliged  to 
leave  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  As  no  satisfactory  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself  at  home,  he  started  out  in  1865  to  make  a  place  for  himself 
in  the  world,  and  for  the  next  three  years  had  a  varied  experience;  was 
in  the  government  transportation  service  on  the  Mississippi  River,  in  a 
miners'  camp  at  Deer  Lodge,  Montana,  and  engaged  in  several  enter- 
prises in  Gonzales,  Texas. 

He  returned  to  Detroit  in  1868  with  considerable  knowledge  gained 
only  by  contact  with  the  world,  but  no  settled  occupation. 

Shortly  after  this,  he  located  in  Grand  Rapids,  which  has  since 
been  his  permanent  home,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Cal- 
ifornia. 
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In  1880,  he  was  married  to  Alice  Kent  of  Haw  Patch,  Lagrange 
Co.,  Ind.,  who  died  May  12,  1897,  leaving  him  a  daughter  eleven  years 
of  age. 

Since  he  settled  in  Grand  Rapids,  he  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  having  been  with  the  Nelson  Matter 
Furniture  Co.,  for  eighteen  years. 

Political  aspirations  he  has  never  had,  but  is  a  staunch  republican. 

Religiously  he  is  inclined  to  the  Swedenborgian  faith  but  is  not 
connected  with  any  church. 

Brother  Bowring  received  all  his  masonic  degrees  in  the  city  of 
Grand  Rapids  and  has  been  a  prominent  and  influential  member  of  all 
the  masonic  bodies  in  that  city.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1874,  and 
after  that  time  his  advancement  was  rapid  until  he  had  passed  through 
all  the  degrees  and  orders. 

He  was  Worshipful  Master  of  Valley  City  Lodge,  No.  86,  in  1889 
and  1890,  and  High  Priest  of  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  7,  in  1892 
and  1893.  He  received  the  Templar  orders  in  DeMolai  Commandery, 
No.  5,  in  1890,  and  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  in  DeWitt  Clinton  Con- 
sistory in  1892. 

When  Brother  William  P.  Innes  was  elected  Grand  Master  in  1892, 
he  appointed  Brother  Bowring  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  from  which  office 
he  was  advanced  year  by  year,  until  in  1895  he  was  elected  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  for  one  year  with  much 
ability. 

* 

SKETCH  OF  JOHN  J.  CARTON. 

GRAND  MASTER,   1 896. 

John  J.  Carton  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Clayton, 
Genesee  County,  Michigan,  November  8th,  1856,  and  attended  country 
school  in  that  district  and  worked  on  a  farm  until  fourteen  years  of  age. 
The  next  year  he  attended  school  and  did  farm  work  in  the  township  of 
Hazelton,  Shiawassee  County.  From  this  place  he  went  to  Flushing 
and  worked  in  a  drug  store  one  year,  after  which  he  attended  High 
School  at  Flushing  and  Flint  most  of  the  time  for  the  next  five  years, 
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teaching  school  part  of  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  earning  money  with 
which  to  pay  his  expenses  in  school.  In  this  manner  he  paid  every 
cent  of  his  own  expenses  while  attending  school.  In  the  spring  of 
1877,  he  again  commenced  clerking  in  a  drug  store  in  the  village  of 
Flushing,  but  later  in  that  year  changed  his  employment  and  became 
book-keeper  and  cashier  in  a  general  store  in  that  village,  in  which  po- 
sition he  remained  until  January  1st,  1881. 

In  the  fall  of  1880,  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  of  Genesee  County, 
which  position  he  held  for  four  years.  While  filling  this  office  he  stud- 
ied law  and  on  August  21st,  1884,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  as  an  at- 
torney at  law  in  the  Circuit  Court  for  Genesee  County.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  George  H.  Durand, 
which  copartnership  has  continued  since  that  time,  with  the  exception 
of  about  three  months  in  the  year  1894,  when  Mr.  Durand  occupied  a 
position  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.  He 
was  City  Attorney  of  Flint  for  the  years  1890  and  1891. 

He  received  all  his  masonic  degrees  in  Flint  with  the  exception  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  which  he  received  in  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory 
in  Detroit.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Genesee  Lodge,  No.  1 74, 
on  June  24,  1882,  and  was  its  Worshipful  Master  in  1890  and  189 1. 

In  1892,  he  was  appointed  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Michigan,  and  in  1896  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the 
wisdom  and  ability  which  he  displayed  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  that 
exalted  station  will  insure  him  a  lasting  place  among  the  masonic  lead- 
ers of  this  state. 

*  *  * 

SKETCH  OF  LOU  B.  WINSOR. 

GRAND  MASTER,   1 897. 

Lou  B.  Winsor,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  January  24th,  1858, 
came  to  Michigan  in  March,  1863  ail(^  located  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.  He 
graduated  from  Hillsdale  College  in  June,  1877,  went  to  the  University 
of  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1877,  taking  a  law  course  and  graduating  in 
1879,  then  went  to  Port  Austin  Mich.,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
"Winsor  &  Snover"  as  a  clerk  and  remained  until  -November,  1880, 
when  he  went  to  Reed  City,  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Ransom 


•  •  'aV  In  -*\\\ 

';ar  a.-  a- 
I:nnied:.i:*  !y 
IL  Ihv-nt. 
•  ii  t'-e  e\a ;r  />n 
,  'irand  occupied  a 
.       Michigan.    1 1  v. 
;  i  •  . : 

i  4.  :  wilh  the  txo*;  of 
hii^a^  ;  •  •vcrt.'i.,,i  Con^'sto'y 

.     *  j *  lie-:      L'>.  Xo.   I  7  |, 

.  ,  A.        v  ill  and  i So i. 

•  •r  C     i     Warden  t.f  the  Grand 

■  *  ]■   *    :  <vNi'  .  '  i  Mailer,  and  the 

■  •       .  :  t  lie  affairs  of  that 

.u  .il:.-  4        l.e  lliavmie  le-*d- 


\.:»--v,  \  .  i'Xtn'f,  i\.  I..  h.n':.:*v  :%:*'\  i.^S, 

.    iv.au  in  M-i.  •      Ic^^tevI  at  !  ?  •■  h.  !!■> 

•  from  Hillsdale  G  .  .  ;  -.:c,  1S7;,  w «  1  t       ti.»  1  :  .  1  rsily 

.  a\  in  l lie  tali  of  ;  a  law  r«-nr^  and  ■.  -.■"n^  i:i 

'  :«-n  went  to  Vxrrl           •  and  entered  '    l  <-i 

:•-.»!*  ec  Suovcr"  as  ail--'  '  tvniained  unli!  \>*«-  r-.^-. 


■n  lie  went  to  Reed  City,  :r  •.  .         \  a  law  partnership  •»  * 


n 


LOU  B.  WINSOR.' 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


359 


Cooper  under  the  firm  name  of  "Cooper  &  Winsor,"  which  continued 
until  1888,  when  Mr.  Cooper  removed  to  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  since  which 
time  he  has  continued  in  business  there  alone. 

He  held  the  office  of  City  Attorney  of  Reed  City  from  1881  to 
1892, — 12  years.  City  Clerk,  1884  to  1892, — 9  years.  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate of  Osceola  County,  — 4  years,  from  1893  to  1897. 

He  was  married  at  Reed  City,  September  16,  1886  to  Miss  Emma 
Adams. 

Masonic  Record:  Entered  Apprentice,  August  25,  1881,  Fellow  Craft 
September  23rd,  1881,  Master  Mason,  September  29th,  1881,  in  Reed 
City  Lodge,  No.  351,  F.  &  A.  M.  Royal  Arch  Mason,  February  22nd, 
1882,  in  Big  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  52,  R.  A.  M.  Royal  and  Select 
Master,  February  26th,  1889,  in  King  Solomon  Council,  No.  25,  R. 
&  S.  M.,  at  Big  Rapids,  Mich.  Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of 
Malta,  April  nth,  1882,  in  Pilgrim  Commandery,  No.  23,  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  32nd  degree,  February  12, 
1885,  in  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Noble  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  February  10th,  1886,  in  Saladin  Temple,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

His  masonic  record  is  one  of  which  any  man  may  be  proud,  and 
the  honors  which  have  come  to  him  in  Masonry  are  due  to  his  exces- 
sive zeal  in  that  Order.  Before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  forty  years 
he  had  served  both  as  Grand  High  Priest  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and 
Grand  Master  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
From  the  time  of  his  first  receiving  light  in  Masonry  he  became  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  worker,  and  his  brethren,  recognizing  his 
abilities,  were  lavish  in  showering  upon  him  all  the  official  gifts  in  their 
power.  He  has  served  as  presiding  officer  in  all  the  local  bodies  with 
which  he  is  connected,  and  in  every  position  to  which  he  has  been 
called,  he  has  displayed  a  remarkable  ability  that  has  constantly  won 
for  him  deserved  promotion.  In  1896  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  and  one  year  later  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  his  administration  of  masonic  affairs  during 
those  two  years  was  a  most  brilliant  one,  and  has  given  him  a  place  in 
the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  Masons  of  Michigan  which  will  keep 
him  in  remembrance  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
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In  addition  to  his  prominence  in  Masonry,  he  is  also  winning  new 
laurels  in  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  be- 
ing at  this  writing,  1897,  Imperial  Assistant  Rabban  of  the  Imperial 
Council  for  North  America,  and  it  is  easy  to  predict  that  from  this  sta- 
tion his  rise  will  be  rapid  until  he  reaches  the  station  of  Imperial  Poten- 
tate. 

Brother  Winsor  is  still  a  young  man  and  doubtless  further  honors 
are  yet  in  store  for  him  in  the  different  departments  of  Masonry,  his 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  being  great  in  each  one  of  them. 

*  * 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY  FROM  1891  to  1895. 
1891. 

The  Grand  Chapter  held  its  annual  convocation  in  the  Scottish 
Rite  Cathedral  in  Detroit,  with  a  full  attendance  of  the  officers  and  rep- 
resentatives. The  session  was  not  marked  by  any  business  of  special 
importance  farther  than  the  regular  routine  of  work.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  amend  the  constitution  by  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer  to  call  schools  of  instruction  in  the  counties  or  districts  and 
allow  him  a  regular  salary  and  mileage.  This  matter  being  left  until 
the  next  year,  was  defeated,  and  the  duties  and  perquisites  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer  left  as  they  had  been  in  the  past. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  comfortable  balance  of  $7,594.99  in  the 
treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  no  fears  were  entertained  of  any 
financial  embarrassment  in  the  near  future.  The  membership  through- 
out the  state  was  10,166,  and  the  Chapters  were  nearly  all  in  a  good, 
healthy  condition,  and  doing  a  fair  amount  of  work. 

Samuel  C.  Randall,  of  Flint,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  for 
the  year  1891.  A  portrait  and  sketch  of  this  most  excellent  companion 
has  been  given  on  page  92. 

During  the  year  three  new  Chapters  were  started  under  dispensa- 
tions granted  by  Grand  High  Priest  Randall.  These  were  located  at 
Manistee,  Marine  City  and  Crystal  Falls,  and  all  received  charters  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Six  Chapters  removed 
to  new  halls  during  the  year. 
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Companion  Randall  gave  considerable  attention  to  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  work  in  the  different  Chapters,  and  finding  that  a  large 
number  of  them  did  not  require  examinations  previous  to  advancement 
in  the  different  degrees,  he  issued  a  circular  letter  calling  attention  to 
the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  this  direction,  and  at  the  same  time 
directed  a  compliance  with  the  law  and  edict  requiring  Chapters  to 
abstain  from  practices  not  authorized  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  when  con- 
ferring degrees. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  met  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  in 
July  of  this  year,  and  was  attended  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  also 
by  Past  Grand  High  Priests  McCurdy,  Stryker  and  Innes.  At  this 
session  a  revised  ritual  was  adopted  and  its  use  ordered  among  the 
Chapters  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter. Its  use,  however,  did  not  extend  to  Michigan.  At  this  triennial 
convocation  one  of  the  most  important  committees  was  that  entitled:  "The 
Committee  on  Titles,"  and  which  report  was  as  follows,  and  was  adopted 
by  the  General  Grand  Chapter: 

"In  the  Mark  Master  Mason's  Lodge,  a  Master,  whose  title  shall  be  Right  Wor- 
shipful, and  a  Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Senior  Deacon, 
Junior  Deacon,  Master  Overseer,  Senior  Overseer,  Junior  Overseer,  and  Tyler,  whose 
titles  shall  be  Brother. 

In  the  Past  Masters'  Lodge,  a  Master,  whose  title  shall  be  Right  Worshipful 
Master,  and  a  Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Senior  Deacon, 
Junior  Deacon,  and  Tyler,  whose  titles  shall  be  Brother. 

In  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons'  lodge,  the  titles  the  same  as  in  the  Past 
Masters'  lodge. 

In  the  Chapter,  a  High  Priest,  whose  title  shall  be  Excellent;  King,  Scribe, 
Treasurer,  Secretary,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  Royal  Arch  Captain, 
Master  of  3d  Veil,  2d  Veil,  1st  Veil,  and  Sentinel,  whose  titles  shall  be  Companion. 

In  a  Grand  Chapter,  a  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  title  shall  be  Most  Excellent; 
a  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  Grand  Scribe,  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
Grand  Secretary,  whose  titles  shall  be  Right  Excellent;  and  a  Grand  Chaplain  and 
other  officers  (of  the  veils),  whose  titles  shall  be  Excellent.' ' 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Daniel  Stryker,  was  at  this  time  elected 
Grand  Treasurer  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  this  position  he 
has  held  since  that  time. 

Alfred  I.  Sawyer,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1874,  died  at  his  home  in 
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the  City  of  Monroe,  on  May  7th.  He  had  long  been  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  was  president  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  High  Priesthood  for  many  years. 

1892. 

The  Grand  Chapter  again  met  in  Detroit  and  held  its  session  in  the 
Scottish  Rite  Cathedral.  In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  year,  Grand 
Secretary  limes  gave  the  following  statistics,  which  are  worthy  of  pre- 
servation: 

A  few  statistics  relative  to  the  standing  of  Chapters  in  this  state, 
as  compared  with  the  craft  of  the  United  States,  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  our  companions. 

From  the  returns  your  Grand  Secretary  finds  that  Peninsular 
Chapter,  No.  16,  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  stands  sixth  in  number  as 
to  the  largest  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  in  the  forty-one  sis- 
ter Grand  Jurisdictions.    It  is  the  seventh  in  exaltations. 

Decatur  Chapter,  No.  75,  of  this  jurisdiction,  stands  eleventh  in 
number  as  to  the  smallest,  having  a  membership  of  fifteen. 

Michigan  stands  nineteenth  in  date  of  organization. 

Fifth  in  amount  of  moneys  received  during  the  year. 

Fifth  in  amount  of  disbursements  during  the  year. 

Third  in  financial  strength. 

Fifth  in  membership. 

Fifth  in  number  of  exaltations. 

Michigan  and  Ohio  stand  together  in  number  of  expulsions,  and 
exceed  by  sixty-four  per  cent,  the  entire  expulsions  in  all  jurisdictions. 
Fifth  in  suspensions. 
Fifth  in  deaths. 

Fourth  in  number  of  subordinate  Chapters,  Illinois  being  the  high- 
est, having  198,  and  New  York  next  with  185.  Our  number  is  nearly 
double  (outside  of  half  a  dozen  states)  that  of  any  other  jurisdiction. 

The  number  of  pages  in  the  report  on  correspondence  of  this  state 
for  the  year  1890,  are  very  nearly  double  that  of  any  other  state  in  the 
union.  The  next  highest  number  of  pages  (165)  being  that  of  New 
York. 

Whether  your  Grand  Secretary  is  entitled  to  credit  or  condemnation 
for  these  lengthy  reports,  he  leaves  it  to  the  Grand  Chapter  to  say. 
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The  average  number  of  members  of  each  Chapter  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion is  about  eighty. 

The  largest  Chapter  in  our  jurisdiction,  is  Peninsular  Chapter,  No. 
16,  of  Detroit.  The  smallest  subordinate  Chapter  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, is  Decatur  Chapter,  No.  75. 

At  this  meeting  there  was  a  petition  from  the  members  of  Stafford 
Chapter,  No.  66,  for  permission  to  remove  that  Chapter  from  Port  Hope 
to  Sand  Beach.  This  petition  was  accompanied  by  a  protest  from  other 
members  against  such  removal,  but  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter 
the  Chapter  was  authorized  to  so  remove  on  securing  the  consent  of  all 
Chapters  whose  jurisdiction  would  be  affected  by  such  removal.  This 
consent  w  as  easily  obtained  and  the  Chapter  removed  as  desired,  and  it 
has  since  had  its  home  in  the  Village  of  Sand  Beach. 

The  constitutional  amendment  relative  to  attaching  a  salary  to  the 
office  of  Grand  Lecturer  having  failed  of  adoption,  the  Grand  Chapter 
passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the  first  four  officers  thereof  to  employ 
a  companion  for  one  year  to  visit  the  Chapters  of  the  state,  inspect  their 
work,  and  report  their  condition  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  The  salary  for  this  service  was  fixed  at  six  hundred 
dollars.  This  committee  immediately  selected  Grand  Lecturer  Arthur 
M.  Clark,  for  this  duty,  which  he  satisfactorily  performed  for  the  next 
two  years  at  the  salary  named. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  January,  1892,  Most  Excellent  Companion  Ebe- 
nezer  Sprague,  died  in  the  Masonic  Home  in  Grand  Rapids,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eigthy-four  years.  He  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1865,  and 
since  that  time  had  been  one  of  the  most  faithful  attendants  at  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  his  advice  and  counsel  was 
highly  prized  by  those  of  less  experience.  Very  properly  the  Grand 
Chapter  appropriated  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  a  monu- 
ment to  this  revered  and  much  loved  companion. 

John  F.  Barrows,  of  Lawrence,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  for 
the  year  1892,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  with  the  same 
zeal  and  earnestness  which  had  characterized  his  illustrious  predecessors. 
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SKETCH  OF  JOHN  F.  BARROWS. 

John  F.  Barrows  was  born  at  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  May  14th,  1840.  After  receiving  the  rudiments  of  an  education 
in  the  common  schools,  he  completed  his  education  at  Temple  Hill 
Academy  in  that  place.  In  1865  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  About 
a  year  after  locating  there  he  engaged  in  the  drug  and  jewelry  business, 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  date.  He  has  held  various  town- 
ship offices,  and  at  this  writing  is  serving  as  postmaster  in  that  place, 
having  recently  been  appointed  to  that  position.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 3rd,  1868,  to  Cornelia  E.  Marshall,  and  has  one  daughter,  born 
in  1871. 

His  interests  in  Masonry  dates  back  almost  to  the  time  when  he 
became  a  citizen  of  Michigan.  The  first  three  degrees  he  received  in 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  119,  in  1865,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  that  lodge,  which  office  he  filled  for  the  next  three 
years. 

In  1866  he  received  the  Chapter  degrees  in  Paw  Paw  Chapter,  No. 
34,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Lawrence  Chapter,  he  dimitted  and 
became  a  member  thereof  and  was  its  High  Priest  for  thirteen  years. 

He  received  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Lawrence 
Council,  No.  43,  and  at  the  present  time  is  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of 
that  Council.  In  1880  he  was  created  a  Knight  Templar  in  Peninsular 
Commandery,  No.  8,  Kalamazoo.  In  1892  his  ambition  to  wear  a  fez 
and  sport  the  tiger-claws  induced  him  to  become  a  shriner.  This  order 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Saladin  Temple  of  Grand  Rapids. 

He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  Lodge,  Chapter 
and  Council  in  the  village  where  he  resides,  and  has  held  office  in  some 
of  these  bodies  continually  for  over  thirty  years. 

His  progress  in  the  Grand  Chapter  was  marked  by  a  continual  ad- 
vancement, year  by  year,  from  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
Veil,  until  in  1892  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  presided  over 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Michigan  for  that  year.  Since  retiring  from 
this  office  he  has  been  a  regular  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the  Grand 
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Chapter,  where  he  always  the  warm  welcome  from  the  host  of  friends 
which  he  has  made  during  his  connection  with  that  body. 

Among  the  results  of  his  labors  for  the  Royal  Craft  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  two  new  Chapters,  one  at  Homer  and  one  at  Ontonagon. 
A  Chapter  had  been  established  at  Ontonagon  in  1859,  and  its  location 
changed  to  Rockland  in  1861.  It  maintained  its  existence  for  a  few 
years,  when  its  work  ceased  and  the  charter  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  Grand  Chapter.  These  facts  becoming  known,  on  recommendation 
of  Grand  High  Priest  Barrows,  the  old  charter  was  restored  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  new  one  and  the  dispensation  which  he  had  granted,  was 
revoked. 

The  new  Chapter  at  Crystal  Falls  became  involved  in  a  controversy 
with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  through  the  thoughless  acts  of  its  Secre- 
tary, who,  without  realizing  the  consequences  thereof,  but  from  the  best 
of  motives,  had  secured  the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate  of  a  Wiscon- 
sin Chapter  and  had  signed  the  applicant's  name  to  the  petition.  This 
came  near  defeating  the  institution  of  the  new  Chapter,  but  upon  full 
explanation  being  made,  and  a  letter  from  the  Wisconsin  Chapter  ac- 
knowledging satisfaction  of  all  demands  and  the  removal  of  all  causes 
for  complaint,  the  Chapter  at  Crystal  Falls  was  duly  instituted  by 
Grand  Lecturer  Clark  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  the  sen- 
tence of  suspension  passed  upon  the  Secretary  was  removed  and  he  was 
restored  to  good  standing.  It  is  but  justice  to  this  Secretary  to  state 
that  his  act  in  this  matter  was  not  from  any  unworthy  motive,  but  sim- 
ply a  thoughtless  one,  without  realizing  the  far  reaching  consequences 
thereof.  The  Chapter  has  ever  been  a  successful  one  and  loyal  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  one  of  its  members  has  become  an  officer  of  that 
Grand  Body. 

At  the  preceding  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  authorizing  the  first  four  officers,  with  the  Grand  Lecturer  and 
Grand  Secretary,  to  revise  the  ritual  of  capitular  Masonry  in  this  state. 

This  Committee  met  immediately  after  adjournment  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  discussed  the  matter  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by 
Grand  Chapter  for  correcting  the  work  as  heretofore  adopted,  and  pro- 
mulgating the  same  through  the  proper  channel  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters. 
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The  committee  was  not  long  in  discovering  that  this  work  was 
much  more  far-reaching  than  at  first  contemplated.  A  sub-committee 
was  therefore  appointed  to  proceed  with  the  work,  reporting  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Grand  Council.  This  committee  consisted  of  Companions 
Conover  and  Clark,  and  their  work  was  most  faithfully  performed. 

The  changes  necessary  to  make  a  perfect  work  for  use  of  subordi- 
nate Chapters  was  found  to  be  much  more  extensive  than  the  committee 
at  first  contemplated,  and  it  was  very  late  in  the  year  before  they  could 
call  the  work  complete,  and  as  many  changes  were  recommended  the 
Grand  Council  decided  to  present  the  complete  work  to  Grand  Chapter 
for  their  approval  or  rejection,  having  full  confidence  that  the  work  had 
had  the  closest  attention  and  study,  and,  if  adopted,  it  would  be  freed  of 
many  errors,  clerical  and  others,  that  have  crept  into  the  work,  and  they 
felt  assured  that  th  additional  instructions  given  would  prove  satisfactorj' 
to  all. 

Grand  Secretory  Innes,  In  his  report  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  urged 
that  the  constitution  and  laws  be  revised  and  reprinted.  This  was  or- 
dered to  be  done  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  instructions  given  in  con- 
nection with  it,  was  among  the  last  official  work  which  was  performed 
by  this  model  Grand  Secretary,  and  stands  to-day  a  monument  to  his 
zeal  and  faithfulness. 

In  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  regard  to 
visiting  subordinate  Chapters,  Grand  Lecturer  Clark  held  forty-six 
schools  and  gave  instruction  to  ninety-seven  Chapters  during  the  year. 
He  found  the  work  to  be  very  far  from  uniform  and  very  many  of  the 
Chapters  needed  instruction  regarding  the  different  departments  of  the 
work.  As  a  consequence,  he  was  authorized  to  continue  the  same  sys- 
tem of  work  for  another  year,  as  has  been  heretofore  noted.  By  his  un- 
tiring labor  during  this  second  year,  he  was  enabled  greatly  to  raise  the 
standard  of  the  Chapters  and  place  them  in  far  better  condition  than 
they  had  ever  been  before. 

1893. 

Charles  R.  Bagg  of  Detroit  was  chosen  to  succeed  John  F.  Barrows 
and  to  govern  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan  for  the  year  1893. 
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SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  R.  BAGG. 

Charles  R.  Bagg  was  born  in  Marengo,  Calhoun  County,  Michigan, 
October  6th,  1838,  and  when  about  one  year  old  went  to  Detroit  with  his 
parents,  and  has  remained  there  ever  since  that  time.  In  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  he  laid  the  foundation  for  an  education,  which  was 
completed  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  of  Delaware,  Ohio. 

After  returning  home  from  school  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Bishop  &  Holbrook,  of  Detroit,  but  before  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
abandoned  the  idea  of  a  legal  life  and  engaged  in  commercial  business 
with  his  father,  A.  Smith  Bagg.  For  several  years  he  was  a  director 
of  the  Detroit  Board  of  Trade. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  democrat,  and  from  1866  to  1872 
was  chairman  of  the  democratic  congressional  committee  of  the  first 
district  of  Michigan.  March  7th,  1877,  he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk 
of  the  Recorder's  Court,  of  the  City  of  Detroit,  which  position  he  has 
held  continuously  since  that  time,  and  the  term  for  which  he  is  now 
appointed  will  not  expire  until  the  year  nineteen  hundred.  His  efficient 
work  in  that  position  has  secured  for  him  the  commendation  of  all  who 
have  had  any  occasion  to  come  in  contact  with  that  work. 

Bro.  Bagg  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  of  S.  O.,  No.  3,  Detroit, 
September  13,  1869,  and  from  the  outset  has  been  recognized  by  his 
brethren  as  one  upon  whom  the  jewel  of  office  could  be  satisfactorily 
placed.  He  received  the  Capitular  Degrees  in  Peninsular  Chapter,  No. 
16,  R.  A.  M.,  August  31st.  1870,  and  the  Cryptic  Degrees  in  Monroe 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  the  same  year.  He  was  dubbed  and  created  a  Sir 
Knight  in  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  December  16th,  1870.  He  re- 
ceived the  Consistory  Degrees  in  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Octo- 
ber 10th,  1871,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Moslem  Temple,  Detroit, 
at  the  organization  of  the  same.  The  Illustrious  brother  has  ever  been 
an  active  working  Mason  and  has  held  office  in  all  the  bodies  of  Ma- 
sonry, as  follows  (omitting  subordinate  offices):  Union  of  S.  O.  Lodge, 
Senior  Warden;  High  Priest  of  Peninsular  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  P.  C.  of 
W.  in  Monroe  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  D.  M.  of  same;  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master  of  Grand  Council  of  Michigan,  R.  &  S.  M.,  1889;  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  1893;  Ceremonial  Master, 
Moslem  Temple,  1886-7;  President  of  Masonic  Library  Board,  1885-9; 
2nd  Lieut.  Commander,  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  1875-76-77; 
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Grand  Secretary  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  1884-85-86;  Grand 
Secretary  of  Council  of  Deliberation,  A.  &  A.  S.  R.  for  Michigan, 
1880-86;  Grand  Master  Carson  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Detroit,  1879;  Ven. 
S.  W.  Detroit  Lodge  of  Perfection,  1880;  M.  E.  S.  P.  G.  M.  Carson 
Council,  Princes  of  Jerusalem  1875-83;  M.  W.  P.  M.  Mt.  Olivet  Chapter 
Rose  Croix,  Detroit,  1887;  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Sovereign,  Knights 
of  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  1897. 

He  is  also  M.  E.  Grand  Vice  President  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
High  Priesthood  of  Michigan. 

The  above  is  certainly  a  record  any  man  might  be  proud  of,  and 
rises  far  above  Golden  Fleece,  Roman  Eagle,  Star,  Garter,  or  any 
other  earthly  decoration,  because  Freemasonry  only  bestows  such  dis- 
tinction upon  well  and  worthily  recommended  men  in  the  ranks  and 
masses  of  humanity  where  only  the  choice  bouquet  of  manhood  is  to 
be  found. 

He  is  a  courteous  gentleman,  with  that  happy  bon-homie  disposi- 
tion which  makes  him  the  companion,  the  friend,  and  pleasant  associate 
of  all  respectable  men,  and  his  friends  are  countless  in  number. 

Upon  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  January  1893,  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  that  illness  of  Grand  Secretary 
Innes  would  prevent  his  attendance  at  this  session,  and  that  the  distin- 
guished companion  had  asked  that  Companion  Jefferson  S.  Conover, 
Grand  Scribe,  should  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  during  this  session. 
The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  therefore  appointed  Companion  Conover 
as  acting  Grand  Secretary,  who,  in  a  few  words  of  sympathy  for  Com- 
panion Innes,  accepted  the  task  and  took  charge  of  that  work.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  thereupon  appointed  Companion  Rufus  C.  Hathe- 
way,  Past  High  Priest,  as  acting  Scribe  during  this  session. 

Immediately  after  the  election  of  officers,  the  acting  Grand  Secre 
tary  was  instructed  to  send  the  following  telegram  to  Companion  Wil- 
liam P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary: 

Detroit,  Jan.  18,  1893. 

General  William  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

You  have  just  been  unanimously  re-elected.    The  Grand  Chapter  sends  cordial 
greeting  and  sympathy,  with  prayers  for  your  speedy  recovery. 

Jefferson  S.  Conover, 

Acting  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  contributed  to  the  Michigan 
Masonic  Home. 

Grand  Secretary  Innes  died  on  the  2nd  day  of  August  and  a  special 
convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  held  on  the  Sunday  following,  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  his  funeral,  a  detailed  account  of  which  is  given 
in  another  place.  Immediately  following  this  event,  Grand  High  Priest 
Bagg  appointed  R.  E.  Companion  Jefferson  S.  Conover  as  Grand  Secre- 
tary for  the  balance  of  the  year.  Companion  Conover  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  Grand  High  Priest  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Grand 
King,  which  he  was  then  holding,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Grand 
Secretary.  In  reporting  this  act  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  said: 

On  the  19th  of  August,  I  issued  my  proxy  to  Companion  Charles  A.  Conover, 
H.  P.,  requesting  him  to  perform  the  very  pleasing  duty  of  installing  Companion 
Conover  into  his  office.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  a  regular  communication  of 
Temple  Chapter,  No.  21,  R.  A.  M.,  over  which  our  esteemed  Companion  formerly 
had  the  honor  to  perside.  And  here  we  have  the  unusual  fraternal  and  paternal 
spectacle  of  a  son,  himself  a  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  installing  his  father,  a  Past 
High  Priest  of  the  same  Chapter,  into  a  Grand  Chapter  office. 

All  honor  is  due  to  such  a  masonic  family,  and  I  trust  that  they  may  long  be 
spared  to  work  together  in  the  Temple  of  the  Craft. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  this  appointment,  the  library  and  effects 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Chapter  were  removed  to  Coldwater,  where  the 
office  has  since  been  located. 

The  charter  of  Decatur  Chapter,  No.  75,  was  arrested  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  its  affairs  wound  up,  there  seeming  to  be  no  probability  of 
its  being  able  to  sustain  itself  in  a  good  working  condition  in  future. 

There  were  three  new  Chapters  started  under  dispensation  in  this 
year,  one  being  located  at  Fremont,  another  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  the 
third  at  Detroit.  This  last  one  started  with  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
charter  members  and  became  at  once  one  of  the  leading  Chapters  of 
Michigan. 

1894. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  this  year  was  held  in 
the  City  of  Saginaw,  the  sessions  being  in  the  Auditorium  of  the  new 
and  magnificent  temple  which  had  recently  been  erected  in  that  city. 


376 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


Companion  Charles  R.  Bagg  presided  with  that  grace  and  dignity 
which  characterizes  him  in  all  his  official  and  public  work,  and  which 
has  won  for  him  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  his  companions  in  Mich- 
igan. 

In  connection  with  the  obituary  report  on  Companion  William  P. 
Innes,  the  following  beautiful  original  poem  ~ras  read  by  his  life-long 
friend,  Companion  Palmer  H.  Taylor,  of  Ionia 

There's  crape  on  the  door,  'twere  manly  eep, 

Why  not?  one  we  love,  now  sleeps  his  1:  eep. 

An  unbidden  guest  with  stern  message  c. 

Search  out  his  heart-strings,  nor  searched  he  in  vain. 

Bid  him  to  lay  all  his  working  tools  by, 

For  rest,  long  rest,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  on  high. 

Bid  him  life's  cares,  all  life's  crosses  lay  down, 

Faithful  he  was,  there  awaits  him  a  crown. 

The  slow  tolling  bell,  the  crape  on  the  door, 

Tell  those  passing  by  his  labor  is  o'er. 

Crape  on  the  door,  how  they  fall  at  our  side, 
Innes,  our  friend,  true  as  any,  when  tried. 
His  courage  was  shown  in  battle  array, 
Brave  words  he  spoke,  "No  surrender  today," 
'Twas  at  Laverne,  with  his  Michigan  men, 
He  stood  the  assault  again  and  again. 
For  our  flag  he  stood  with  never  a  fear, 
From  its  folds  be  missing  no  single  star, 
On  that  field  a  victor,  victor  no  more, 
Ring  the  bell  softly,  there's  crape  on  the  door. 

Other  than  those  who  the  " Bronze  buttons  wear," 

Show  their  regard  as  they  stand  around  his  bier; 

The  white  apron  craft  who  knew  him  so  well, 

The  Knights,  Templar  Knights  with  ranks  broken  now, 

Remember  how  true  he  was  to  his  vow, 

Defending  with  sword  the  innocent  maid, 

Also  the  widow,  the  orphan  made  glad. 

For  Innes  we  mourn,  his  life's  work  is  o'er, 

Ring  the  bell  softly,  there's  crape  on  the  door. 

Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  having  established  Grand  Chap- 
ters in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner  and  submitted  proper  creden- 
tials thereof,  they  were  accorded  recognition  and  given  a  hearty  greet- 
ing and  welcome  into  the  sisterhood  of  Grand  Chapters. 
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At  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  this  year,  James  H.  Cummins, 
of  Holly,  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest. 

SKETCH  OF  JAMES  H.  CUMMINS. 

James  H.  Cummins  was  born  in  Asbury,  Warren  County,  New 
Jersey,  May  22nd,  1837.  He  graduated  in  the  high  school  in  Hacketts- 
town,  and  sought  a  new  home  in  Michigan.  He  located  at  Fenton, 
where  he  taught  school  for  one  year  and  then  engaged  in  the  produce 
business,  which  he  continued  until  August,  1861.  At  this  time  he  en- 
listed in  the  regimental  band  of  the  3rd  Michigan  Cavalry  and  remained 
with  this  company  until  an  order. was  issued  mustering  out  all  regiment- 
al bands,  when  he  returned  to  Holly,  Michigan,  and  assisted  in  raising 
a  company  for  the  10th  Michigan  Cavalry,  leaving  the  State  as  first 
Lieutenant  of  Company  L.  In  April,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  cap- 
tain of  this  Company  and  served  with  the  regiment  to  which  he  was 
attached  until  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  with  the  exception  of  a 
part  of  the  year  1865,  when  he  served  as  adjutant  general  on  the  staff 
of  Major  General  E.  Upton,  in  East  Tennessee.  He  was  mustered  out 
of  service  with  the  regiment,  as  brevet  major  in  November,  1865. 
"Michigan  in  the  War"  says  of  him,  "promoted  to  Major  by  brevet  for 
gallantry  in  action  at  High  Point,  North  Carolina,  where  with  one 
battalion  of  his  regiment  he  captured  and  destroyed  more  than  three 
million  dollars  worth  of  the  enemy's  property.' ' 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Holly,  Michigan,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business,  which  he  continued  until  1872,  when  he 
disposed  of  this  business  and  commenced  work  in  the  service  of  the 
Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Detroit,  as  solicitor.  He 
was  made  a  director  of  this  Company  in  i882,and  in  1890  was  called  to 
the  home  office  and  took  charge  of  the  loan  and  real  estate  department  of 
the  Company.  Soon  thereafter  he  was  elected  Secretary,  which  position 
he  now  holds. 

In  1 88 1  he  was  appointed  colonel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  J.  W. 
Begole,  and  in  1882  was  appointed  assistant  Quartermaster  General  of 
the  State  of  Michigan. 

He  has  held  every  office  in  the  Common  Council  of  the  Village  of 
Holly,  and  was  president  of  the  village  when  its  present  system  of 
water-works  was  put  in,  Holly  being  the  first  village  of  its  size  in  the 


38o 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


State  to  adopt  water-works.  He  has  always  been  a  democrat  in  politics, 
but  never  accepted  any  political  office  except  the  position  of  postmaster 
at  Holly  for  one  term. 

His  masonic  career  commenced  in  1873,  ^e  being  made  a  Master 
Mason  in  Holly  Lodge,  No.  134,  on  February  7th  of  that  year.  Au- 
gust 6th  of  the  same  year  he  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Holly 
Chapter,  No.  80.  He  was  High  Priest  of  this  Chapter  for  eight  years 
and  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Holly  Council  for  nine  years.  For 
the  last  six  years  he  has  been  Treasurer  of  all  the  masonic  bodies  of 
Holly.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Genesee  Valley  Commandery,  No.  15, 
Flint,  and  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory  and  Moslem  Temple  Mys- 
tic Shrine,  of  Detroit.  In  1894  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  having  passed  through  the  subordinate 
offices  leading  to  that  station  during  the  several  years  immediately  pre- 
ceeding  that  time.  He  proved  a  wise  and  careful  manager  of  the  affairs 
of  capitular  Masonry  and  won  for  himself  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of 
his  companions. 

*  * 

No  new  Chapters  were  organized  in  the  year  1894,  but  the  ones 
which  had  been  given  charters  the  preceding  year  were  duly  constituted 
and  started  on  their  future  careers. 

The  event  of  most  importance  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  year 
was  the  discovery  of  the  shortage  in  the  Grand  Treasurers  accounts, 
and  the  matters  growing  out  of  this  discovery.  As  a  consequence  there- 
of, the  Grand  Treasurer  resigned  that  office  on  the  15th  day  of  October, 
and  two  days  following  this  the  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Emerson 
M.  Newell,  of  Holly,  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned  and  this  com- 
panion has  been  annually  elected  Grand  Treasurer  since  that  time. 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  held  its  trien- 
nial convocation  in  Topeka,  in  August  of  this  year,  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Michigan  being  represented  thereat  by  Charles  P.  Hunt,  Grand 
Scribe. 

1895. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  the  Grand  Chapter  met  in  the  Scottish 
Rite  Cathedral  in  Detroit,  for  its  forty-sixth  annual  convocation.  In 
delivering  his  annual  address  Grand  High  Priest  Cummins  made  nu- 
merous recommendations  for  changes  in  the  constitution  and  regulations 
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of  the  Grand  Chapter,  some  of  them  to  harmonize  conflicting  para- 
graphs, and  others  to  provide  for  a  more  careful  supervision  of  the  fi- 
nances of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  a  re-arrangement  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees. He  also  recommended  the  incorporation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, which  was  done  during  the  following  year  through  the  efforts  of  a 
committee  which  he  appointed. 

At  this  meeting  a  suggestion  was  made  to  the  Grand  Chapter  that 
efforts  be  made  to  secure  permanent  quarters  in  the  new  Masonic  Tem- 
ple in  Detroit,  to  be  used  for  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  library,  etc., 
in  connection  with  other  Masonic  Grand  Bodies.  By  request  of  the 
Temple  Association  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  that  body 
and  report  one  year  later.  After  such  conference  and  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  matter,  the  Temple  Association  declined  to  make  any 
proposition  looking  to  the  end  proposed,  consequently  nothing  came  out 
of  the  suggestion. 

The  matter  of  historical  membership  register,  which  had  been  be- 
fore the  Grand  Chapter  on  several  previous  occasions,  was  again  recom- 
mended and  strongly  urged  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  but  owing  to  the 
financial  condition  in  which  the  Grand  Chapter  found  itself  placed,  it 
was  not  thought  best  to  undertake  that  work  at  this  time. 

The  claims  of  the  Masonic  Home  were  again  presented  and  a  dona- 
tion of  five  hundred  dollars  was  made,  with  the  promise  of  an  additional 
five  hundred  as  soon  as  two  thousand  dollars  was  realized  from  the  def- 
icit in  the  late  Grand  Treasurer's  accounts.  The  energetic  work  which 
had  been  done  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  several 
companions  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  connection  with  the  unfortunate 
condition  of  the  Grand  Treasury  matters,  caused  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  relating  thereto: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  are  due  and  are  hereby  given 
to  M.  W.  Wm.  H.  Phillips,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  and  to 
Companions  William  Wente,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  James  H.  Cummins,  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  J.  S.  Conover,  Grand  Secretary,  for  their  unselfishness  and  their  efficient  work 
whereby  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  enabled  to  be  rescued  from  the  unfortunate 
condition  in  which  its  financial  matters  had  been  placed  by  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  this  Body. 

Charles  D.  Blanchard  was  chosen  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  year 
1895. 
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SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  D.  BLANCHARD. 

Charles  D.  Blanchard  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  February  3rd, 
1839.  When  but  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea  and 
followed  the  life  of  a  sailor  for  the  next  four  or  five  years.  In  1855  he 
left  the  sea  and  took  up  the  same  work  upon  the  great  American  Lakes, 
locating  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  his  home.  When  the  civil  war  broke 
out  in  1 86 1,  he  was  among  those  who  gave  their  services  to  their  country, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865,  when  he  resumed  his 
former  occupation  of  sailing  upon  the  Lakes,  in  which  he  continued  for 
the  next  twelve  years,  becoming  master  and  owner  of  both  sailing  and 
steam  vessels. 

In  1877,  in  consequence  of  impaired  health,  resulting  fro  mexposures 
during  his  army  life  as  well  as  in  his  vocation,  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
from  his  work  upon  the  Lakes,  and  the  following  year  he  accepted  an 
appointment  as  United  States  Inspector  of  steam  vessels.  He  removed 
his  head  quarters  and  home  from  Cleveland  to  Detroit,  in  the  year  187 1, 
and  in  1874  again  moved  to  Marquette,  which  place  has  since  been  his 
home.    He  was  married  in  Cleveland  in  1869. 

During  his  residence  in  Marquette  he  has  won  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  entire  community  and  has  been  honored  by  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  having  been  at  different  times  alderman, 
justice  of  the  peace,  county  superintendent  of  poor,  and  county  agent 
for  the  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities. 

In  consequence  of  the  life  he  led  from  an  early  day,  his  school  ad- 
vantages were  extremely  limited  and  the  most  of  his  education  has  been 
obtained,  as  he  expresses  it,  "by  rubbing  against  those  better  educated 
than  himself  and  coming  in  contact  with  the  sharp  corners  of  life." 

He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Union  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance, 
of  Detroit,  April  6th,  1874,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Marquette  Lodge, 
No.  101.  He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Marquette  Chapter, 
No.  43,  February  17th,  1876,  and  has  since  been  an  active  and  enthusi- 
astic Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  High  Priest  of  this  Chapter  for  the 
years  1882,  1883  an<^  1884.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  1887  his  companions  elected  him  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil, 
and  from  this  station  he  was  advanced  step  by  step  during  the  succeed- 
ing years,  until,  in  1895,  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  and  presided 
over  the  Royal  Craft  in  Michigan  during  that  year  with  much  ability. 
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TEMPLAR  MASONRY. 

FROM  189I  to  1895. 

When  the  Grand  Commandery  assembled  in  Detroit  in  1891, 
Grand  Commander  Doty  especially  urged  the  observance  of  holy  days 
and  proper  respect  for  the  lenten  season.    Upon  this  subject  he  said: 

I  take  this  occasion  to  recommend  to  Grand  Commandery  that  it  urge  the  due 
religious  observance  of  Christmas  Day,  Easter,  Good  Friday,  Ascension  Day  and  the 
festivals  of  the  two  Sts.  John,  as  eminently  becoming  the  historic  and  Christian 
character  of  our  ancient  order.  And  I  would  further  suggest  that  it  ought  to  be  the 
sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  the  Lenten  season  be  considered  inappropriate 
for  such  social  entertainments  and  diversions  on  the  part  of  Commanderies  as  the 
church  and  good  society  interdict.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  this  "  ne  generally  un- 
derstood rule  among  Knights  Templar,  but  it  would  not  be  amiss  for  Grand  Com- 
mandery to  place  itself  on  record  in  order  that  none  might  plead  ignorance  in  this 
regard. 

Whatever  may  be  our  religious  views  or  affiliations  as  individuals,  we  cannot 
and  would  not  deny  that  our  order,  as  such,  must  make  its  practice  consistent  with 
its  professions  and  its  history.  It  is  only  thus  that  we  can  stand  before  men,  not  as 
the  creature  of  to-day,  but  as  the  proud  inheritor  and  defender  of  all  the  splendid 
history  which  eight  hundred  years  of  storm  and  stress  have  woven  into  the  warp  and 
woof  of  our  organic  life. 

In  accordance  with  his  recommendation  the  Grand  Commandery 
passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery  that  the  lenten  season 
be  and  is  considered  inappropriate  for  such  social  entertainments  and  diversions  on 
the  part  of  Commanderies  as  the  church  and  good  society  interdict. 

Resolved^  That  the  due  religious  observance  by  the  subordinate  commanderies 
of  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday  and  Easter,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  recommended 
by  this  Grand  Commandery. 

Several  of  the  Commanderies  being  dissatisfied  with  the  short  cere- 
monial for  the  Order  of  Malta,  a  standing  resolution  was  adopted  au- 
thorizing those  Commanderies  that  desired  to  do  so,  to  use  the  long  cere- 
monial for  that  order,  but  so  far  as  reported,  no  Michigan  Commandery 
has  ever  yet  availed  itself  of  this  permission. 

Sir  Edward  C.  Smith,  of  Pontiac,  was  elected  to  succeed  William 
C.  Doty,  as  Grand  Commander  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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SKETCH  OF  EDWARD  C.  SMITH. 

Edward  C.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  an  only  child. 
He  was  born  in  Livingston  county,  October  ist,  1846;  his  father  died 
when  he  was  six  months  old,  and  his  mother  soon  after  removed  to 
Pontiac,  Michigan,  the  same  house  where  she  still  resides  with  her  son. 
Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Commodore  Thos.  Truxtun,  and  her 
paternal  grandfather  Commodore  Silas  Talbot,  who  both  attained  dis- 
tinction in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Edward  C.  Smith  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pontiac  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when,  by  the  appointment  of  Congressman  R. 
E.  Trowbridge,  he  entered  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  receiving 
his  warrant  of  appointment  as  a  Midshipman  April  15th,  1862.  He  re- 
mained in  the  service  as  a  student  at  the  Naval  Academy  and  cruising 
on  the  American  coast  and  in  Europe  until  after  the  war.  Leaving  the 
service  in  June,  1865,  he  studied  Civil  Engineering  under  Dr.  Gillespie, 
at  Union  College.  In  1867  he  crossed  the  plains  in  a  stage  coach  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  where  his  uncle,  Hon.  Thos.  J.  Drake,  then  presided 
with  ability  as  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  em- 
ployed as  a  Civil  Engineer  upon  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  from  1867 
until  its  completion,  and  he  was  engaged  upon  other  westeren  roads 
and  in  land  surveying  for  the  government  until  187 1,  when  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Pontiac.  In  September,  1872,  he  went  to  Peru  and 
worked  under  Henry  Meiggs  on  one  of  his  trans-Andean  railways — the 
Chimbote,  Huaraz  and  Requay — until  December,  1874.  In  June,  1875, 
he  was  married  to  Ada  L.  Leggett,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  M. 
Leggett,  and  settled  in  Pontiac,  and  has  one  daughter  and  four  sons. 

During  the  erection  of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Asylum  he  assisted 
the  Superintendent  of  Construction,  and  when  the  institution  was 
opened  he  became  Accountant,  continuing  in  that  position  more  than 
eleven  years. 

He  was  appointed  Steward  in  December,  1889,  a  position  involving 
the  management  of  a  business  of  about  $200,000  per  annum. 

During  his  leisure  hours,  he  has  found  time  to  study  law,  and  has 
been  admitted  to  practice,  and  he  still  spends  all  his  spare  time  in  his 
library. 
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He  was  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  July  29,  1872; 
exalted  January  29, 1875;  received  the  Order  of  Melchizedek  January  17, 
1882;  made  a  Select  Master  December  14,  1875;  a  Knight  Templar 
and  Knight  of  Malta  July  6,  1875;  the  degrees  and  grades  of  the  A.  A. 
S.  R,  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second  degree  were  conferred  upon 
him  in  Michigan  vSovereign  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.  in  January,  1884. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Moslem  Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Detroit.  He  has  held  the  following  offices;  Secretary  of  the  corporate 
body  of  Pontiac  Lodge  since  1880;  Worshipful  Master  of  Pontiac  Lodge, 
1883;  High  Priest  of  Pontiac  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  1882-3;  IN-  Master, 
1885-6-7;  Eminent  Commander,  1882-3-4;  Grand  Warden  in  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Michigan,  1884;  filling  success- 
ively all  the  stations  up  to  and  including  that  of  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Com- 
mander, which  he  held  in  1891-92. 

Grand  Commander  Smith  made  the  most  extensive  visiting  tour 
among  the  Commanderies  of  any  Grand  Commander  that  Michigan 
ever  had.  He  visited  all  but  three  of  the  Commanderies  and  these  vis- 
its did  much  to  infuse  new  life  into  the  subordinate  bodies  of  the  state. 
Concerning  this  series  of  visitations  he  says: 

As  a  result  of  my  visits  to  the  several  Commanderies,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
general  standard  of  perfection  is  high,  and  is  being  constantly  pushed  higher.  A 
few  enthusiastic  Commanderies  have  attained  preeminence  nearly  approaching  per- 
fection; a  few  Commanderies,  owing  to  untoward  circumstances,  chiefly,  as  I  believe, 
to  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  members,  have  fallen  behind  in  the  march  of 
progress.  But  the  general  average  is  higher  than  ever  before,  and  a  steady,  earnest 
interest  in  the  order  demands  of  the  officers  a  perfect  familiarity  with  the  ritual,  an 
asylum  properly  equipped,  and  an  impressive  and  dramatic  rendering  of  the  work. 

The  inspiration  of  competition  can  be  depended  upon  to  keep  the  Commanderies 
alert  and  progressive  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  work  inside  the  asylum. 

On  the  other  hand  but  few  Commanderies  are  doing  any  organized  and  system- 
atic drilling.  A  very  few  have  periodical  meetings  for  the  express  purpose  of  mil- 
itary drill;  but  with  the  majority  such  meetings  are  only  occasional  and  spasmodic, 
and  the  work  accomplished  necessarily  perfunctory. 

An  incident  occured  during  this  year,  growing  out  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  Damascus  Commandery,  which  became  of  interest,  not  only  to 
the  order  in  Michigan,  but  was  the  means  of  making  a  positive  change 
in  the  organic  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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A  Sir  Knight  received  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  Detroit  Com- 
mandary,  No.  i.  At  the  time  of  the  petition  for  dispensation  for  Da- 
mascus Commandery  he  was  one  of  the  petitioners;  was  made  Recorder 
of  Damascus,  and  not  until  some  time  after  was  it  known  that  he  had 
not  received  the  Order  of  Malta.  Subsequently  he  received  a  notice 
from  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  i,  for  the  Order  of  Malta,  and  that  or- 
der was  conferred  upon  him  by  Detroit  Commandery,  which  Command- 
ery now  claimed  him  as  a  member  by  virtue  of  having  conferred  the 
Order  of  Malta  upon  him.  Here  was  an  instance  where  a  Sir  Knight 
was  claimed  as  a  member  by  two  different  Commanderies.  The  matter 
being  referred  to  Grand  Commander  Smith,  he  ruled  that  the  Sir 
Knight  was  a  member  of  Damascus  Commandery  and  that  Detroit  Com- 
mandery was  in  error  in  conferring  the  Order  of  Malta  upon  him.  At 
the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  notwithstanding  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in  favor  of  sus- 
taining the  Grand  Commander  in  his  ruling,  the  Grand  Commandery 
decided  adversely  to  that  ruling  and  Grand  Commander  Smith  at  once 
gave  notice  of  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
Subsequently  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  reconsidered 
and  the  delegates  to  the  Grand  Encampment  were  instructed  to  present 
this  question  to  that  body  for  a  final  settlement.  This  was  accordingly 
done  when  the  Grand  Encampment  next  met  and  that  body  sustained 
the  ruling  of  Grand  Commander  Smith  in  this  case,  but  changed  the 
law  so  that  in  future  Knights  Templar  are  not  to  be  considered  mem- 
bers of  a  Commandery  until  the  Order  of  Malta  has  been  conferred  up- 
on them. 

*  *  * 
1892. 

On  the  30th  day  of  January,  Past  Grand  Commander  Edward  D. 
Benedict  died  at  his  home  in  Grand  Rapids,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Grand  Commander  Smith  called 
his  Grand  Officers  together  on  February  2nd  and  took  charge  of  the 
burial  services  of  the  deceased  Sir  Knight,  DeMolay  Commandery  act- 
ing as  escort. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  in  Jackson  for  its  annual  conclave  in 
1892,  with  all  but  two  of  its  subordinate  Commanderies  represented. 
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Among  other  things  which  received  attention  from  Grand  Commander 
Smith  in  his  annual  address  was  the  subject  so  often  referred  to  by  his 
predecessors,  of  a  state  encampment.  He  referred  to  the  encampment 
which  was  held  ten  years  before  that  time  and  the  royal  hospitality  ex- 
hibited by  Detroit  Commandery  on  that  occasion.  He  thought  a  re- 
membrance of  that  event  and  of  the  expense  connected  with  the  enter- 
tainment would  deter  any  other  Commandery  from  attempting  to  en- 
tertain such  an  encampment.    Continuing  on  this  subject,  he  said: 

The  only  way,  then,  is  to  meet  at  a  place  at  some  distance  from  any  Command- 
ery, and  fortunately  our  state  abounds  in  suitable  and  delightful  locations  where  this 
Grand  Commandery  could  acquire  title  to  a  piece  of  land  on  the  wooded  bank  of 
some  lake,  with  an  open  field  back  of  it  for  a  drill  or  parade  ground. 

The  lake  front  could  be  sub-divided  into  a  sufficient  number  of  lots  to  furnish 
one  to  each  Commandery,  and  reserve  some  for  future  Commanderies. 

Grand  Commandery  could  build  a  central  pavilion  for  its  conclaves,  and  as  each 
Commander;/  should  be  ready  to  build  a  cottage,  it  might  choose  a  lot  for  the  same, 
and  have  it  assigned  to  that  Commandery,  the  Grand  Body  retaining  the  vacant  lots 
until  each  Commandery  should  have  its  own  cottage,  which  would  become  a  resort 
for  its  members  and  families  all  summer,  and  a  home  for  the  Commandery  during 
state  encampment. 

We  should  thus  have  abundant  opportunities  for  military  drill,  interspersed 
with  the  usual  recreations  of  a  summer  resort,  and  at  no  greater  expense  than  each 
Commandery  should  see  fit  to  incur. 

In  accordance  with  his  recommendation  and  the  endorsement  there- 
of of  the  Grand  Commandery,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
examine  localities  and  receive  proposals,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  a 
suitable  site  for  a  permanent  state  encampment. 

At  this  meeting  a  number  of  Sir  Knights  residing  at  Crystal  Falls 
made  application  for  a  charter  for  a  new  Commandery  at  that  place. 
Their  representatives  came  to  the  Grand  Commandery  with  their  peti- 
tion and  it  was  proposed  to  name  it  "Iron  Commandery, "  as  an  appropri- 
ate name  for  a  body  located  in  this  iron  producing  part  of  our  state. 
After  reaching  the  Grand  Commandery,  however,  this  name  was  changed 
and  it  was  proposed  to  call  it  "Hugh  McCurdy  Commandery,"  in  honor 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  The  committee  pre- 
sented a  divided  report,  the  majority  being  adverse  to  the  granting  of 
the  charter.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  being  present,  made  a  vigorous  speech 
n  favor  of  granting  the  charter,  which  was  done,  and  his  Commandery 
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was  given  a  charter  according  to  the  petition  therefor.  Whether  or  not 
the  change  in  name  had  anything  to  do  with  securing  the  assistance  of 
this  distinguished  Sir  Knight  in  favor  of  the  Commandery,  that  assist- 
ance was  given  and  the  object  sought  was  attained. 

At  the  annual  election  of  officers,  Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  of  Cold- 
water,  was  chosen  Grand  Commander  for  the  coming  year.  The  most 
prominent  part  of  his  masonic  work  having  been  in  the  capacity  of 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter,  his  portrait 
and  sketch  are  reserved  and  will  be  given  in  connection  with  a  sub- 
sequent article  upon  Grand  Secretaries. 

On  the  first  day  of  August  1892,  M.  E.  Grand  Master  John  P.  S. 
Gobin  and  his  special  escort,  St.  John's  Commandery,  of  Philadelphia, 
visited  Detroit  on  their  way  to  the  Denver  conclave,  and  spent  an  entire 
day.  By  invitation  of  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  the  Grand  Com- 
mander spent  the  day  in  that  city  and  assisted  in  welcoming  and  enter- 
taining this  distinguished  f rater  and  his  escort.  It  was  a  most  enjoy- 
able occasion,  and  the  pilgrims  went  on  their  way  refreshed,  bearing 
with  them  pleasant  memories  of  Michigan  hospitality. 

The  twenty-fifth  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was 
held  in  Denver,  commencing  August  9,  1892. 

This  conclave  was  a  gratifying  success,  having  rarely  if  ever  been 
equaled  by  any  previous  one.  Besides  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, Michigan  was  represented  by  the  following  Commanderies: 
Detroit,  No.  1;  Pontiac,  No.  2;  Adrian,  No.  4;  DeMolai,  No.  5;  Port 
Huron,  No.  7;  Jackson,  No.  9;  Ann  Arbor,  No.  13;  Genesee  Valley,  No. 
15;  St.  Bernard,  No.  16;  Lansing,  No.  25;  Bay  City,  No.  26;  Lake  Superi- 
or, No.  30;  Montrose,  No.  35;  Charlotte,  No.  37. 

Michigan  was  particularly  favored  at  this  conclave,  her  representa- 
tives being  given  several  important  places  on  committees,  and  our  own 
much  beloved  frater,  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  being  unanimously  chosen 
as  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  thus 
honoring  our  distinguished  brother,  the  Grand  Encampment  honors 
this  Grand  Commandery,  and  we  have  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
honors  we  brought  with  us  from  Denver. 

The  hospitalities  of  this  Grand  Commandery  were  dispensed  at  the 
headquarters  in  the  Albany  Hotel,  in  a  modest  and  unassuming  man- 
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ner.  The  Sir  Knights  and  ladies  of  the  Grand  Commandery  party  all 
exerted  themselves  to  their  utmost  to  add  to  the  pleasures  of  the 
occasion. 

During  this  templar  year  the  Grand  Commander  received  petitions 
for  new  Commanderies  at  St.  Joseph,  Benton  Harbor,  Ironwood,  Te- 
cumseh  and  Escanaba.  For  good  and  sufficient  reasons  the  dispensa- 
tions were  not  issued  but  were  referred  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at 
its  next  annual  conclave,  at  which  time  the  petitioners  from  St.  Joseph 
and  Benton  Harbor  combined  and  secured  a  Commandery  to  be  stationed 
at  Benton  Harbor.  The  other  applications  for  dispensations  were  all 
refused. 

On  the  istday  of  November,  1892,  the  Grand  Commander  visited 
Crystal  Falls  and  constituted  the  new  Commandery  in  that  place.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Most  Eminent  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  who  presented 
the  new  Commandery  with  an  elegant  and  costly  banner.  It  was  a 
gala  day  for  Crystal  Falls  Sir  Knights,  and  their  citizens  seemed  to 
share  in  the  good  fortune  which  had  come  to  that  thriving  little  city. 

4b 

4b  * 
1893. 

The  thirty-seventh  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
was  held  in  Bay  City.  When  the  representatives  were  assembled,  Sir 
A.  L.  Stewart,  on  behalf  of  the  Bay  City  Commandery  and  the  masonic 
fraternity  of  that  city,  extended  a  welcome  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
and  in  closing  his  remarks  presented  the  Grand  Commander  with  a  key, 
which  he  stated  would  unlock  all  the  secret  places  about  the  Temple. 
This  key  was  a  hugh  affair  nearly  three  feet  in  length,  and  has  since 
been  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  recipient,  as  a  memento  of  the  occa- 
sion. 

In  the  course  of  his  annual  address,  in  speaking  of  our  order,  the 
Grand  Commander  used  these  words: 

Our  order,  Sir  Knights,  is  calculated  to  make  men  better — better  men,  better 
citizens — and  if  we  have  not  advanced  in  this  direction  in  the  past  year;  if  we  have 
not  been  made  stronger  to  do  battle  for  the  right;  stronger  to  resist  the  wrong,  than 
we  were  one  year  ago,  then  is  our  work  of  the  past  year,  so  far,  a  failure. 

I  believe  our  order  is  steadily  advancing,  year  by  year,  toward  that  high  plain, 
yet  in  the  distance,  upon  which  it  should  stand.    The  lessons  of  Christian  Knight- 
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hood  are  taking  a  deeper  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  our  members,  and  I  believe  the  rec- 
ords of  the  past  year  will  show  that  Michigan  Templars  are  doing  their  part  to  ele- 
vate the  standard  of  this  organization. 

To  our  order,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  peculiar  interest  and  of  great  im- 
portance. The  twenty-fifth  triennial  conclave,  that  mighty  gathering  of  Templar 
hosts  from  every  part  of  this  land  of  ours,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from 
the  great  lakes  to  the  gulf,  has  been  held,  and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  have 
been  directed  to  our  organization. 

It  is  most  gratifying  that  with  each  recurring  triennial  conclave  the  conduct  of 
our  members  is  becoming  more  and  more  in  accord  with  the  lessons  taught  around 
our  sacred  altars.  The  joypusness  of  these  occasions  is  becoming  more  and  more 
marked  by  knightly  courtesies  free  from  the  harmful  indulgencies  which  have,  to  some 
extent,  characterized  them  in  the  past.  In  this  respect,  Michigan  can  point  with, 
pride  to  her  record  at  the  recent  conclave,  for  it  may  be  said  of  us  that  no  Knight 
Templar  from  Michigan  forgot  to  be,  at  all  times,  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian 
Knight,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  Michigan  Commanderies 
for  their  consistent  and  knightly  conduct,  and  for  so  nobly  sustaining  the  high  stand- 
ard of  Michigan  Templarism. 

In  this  connection  I  should  not  feel  that  I  was  doing  my  duty  without  mention- 
ing, with  special  commendation,  the  record  of  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  i,  upon 
this  occasion.  Glorious  old  Commandery — great  in  numbers;  great  in  the  character 
of  the  men  who  compose  it;  great  in  the  glory  of  its  past  achievements;  great  in  all  that 
makes  a  Commandery  great;  but  greater,  grander  far  in  the  stand  which  it  has  tak- 
en as  an  index  to  the  principles  of  our  Order.  The  proudest  record  of  anything 
connected  with  this  triennial  conclave  is  a  simple  sentence  in  a  public  journal,  when, 
in  recounting  the  events  of  the  conclave,  it  said:  "No  man  saw  a  Detroit  badge  in  a 
bar  room  or  a  saloon  while  in  Denver."  Noble  old  Commandery,  whose  well-earned 
fame  has  spread  both  far  and  wide,  so  that  wherever  the  name  of  Knight  Templar 
is  known,  you  are  known  and  honored  for  the  knightly  conduct  of  your  members 
and  the  glory  of  your  achievements,  this  simple  record,  as  it  shall  be  repeated  from 
year  to  year,  reflects  more  real  honor  upon  you  than  all  the  renown  which  you  have 
so  justly  earned  in  the  past.  May  this  proud  record  be  taken  as  the  watchword  in 
all  these  future  conclaves,  until  the  same  thing  can  be  said  of  every  Commandery 
and  every  individual  Templar  participating  in  these  festal  occasions;  then  shall  the 
standard  of  our  Order  be  raised  on  high,  and  men  shall  say,  truly  these  are  consis- 
tent, Christian  Knights. 

From  his  closing  words  the  following  are  given  as  showing  his  idea 
of  the  duties  and  aims  of  a  Knight  Templar: 

If  I  have  given  prominence  to  any  one  special  feature  of  Templar  duties  during 
the  year  I  have  served  you  as  Grand  Commander,  it  has  been  the  building  up  of  the 
moral  and  religious  standard  of  our  Order.  We  are  living  in  an  intensely  practical 
age:  an  age  when  men  judge  an  organization  by  what  they  can  see  of  it.    We  may 
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point  to  the  past  history  of  our  Order,  so  full  of  glory  and  renown,  when  to  be  a 
Knight  Templar  meant  for  one  to  take  his  life  in  his  hand  and  do  valiant  battle  for 
the  Christian  religion.  We  may  proudly  claim  descent  from  those  illustrious  heroes 
of  former  ages  whose  matchless  valor  has  shed  an  undying  luster  upon  the  name  of 
Knight  Templar;  but  the  response  will  come  to  us,  We  do  not  live  in  the  musty  re- 
cords of  the  past,  glorious  though  they  be.  We  live  in  the  great  to-day.  What  are 
you  doing  to-day  to  prove  your  loyalty  to  the  Great  Captain  of  your  salvation?  Is 
the  world  being  made  any  better  for  your  having  lived  in  it?  Is  there  anything  in 
your  Order  beyond  its  social  features  and  its  gaudy  trappings? 

*  *  * 

Sir  Knights,  around  the  story  of  that  humble  life  in  Palestine;  that  tragic  death 
upon  the  cross;  that  triumphant  resurrection  and  that  glorious  ascension,  cluster  all 
the  teachings  of  this  noble  Order  of  Knighthood. 

Our  waving  plumes  and  glittering  swords  no  longer  speak  to  us  of  battle  and  of 
strife,  for  with  the  age  and  the  occasion  that  gave  them  birth,  the  adventurous  and 
warlike  spirit  of  these  Orders  has  passed  away.  Our  swords,  bright  and  untarnished, 
serve  to  remind  us  of  the  constant  warfare  with  the  lying  vanities  and  deceits  of  this 
world  in  which  it  is  necessary  for  us  always  to  be  engaged.  Our  spotless  plumes 
should  remind  us  of  that  purity  of  life  and  character  which  should  distinguish  every 
member  of  this  noble  Order. 

*  *  * 

To  show  its  interest  in  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  the  Grand 
Commandery  appropriated  five  hundred  dollars  from  its  treasury  in  aid 
of  that  institution. 

The  Grand  Encampment  having  adopted  a  new  ritual  for  the  Order 
of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and  made  its  use  obli- 
gatory upon  all  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  under  its  obe- 
dience, our  Grand  Commandery  adopted  the  same  and  ordered  that  no 
other  should  be  used  after  the  new  ones  were  received.  This  did  not 
happen  for  nearly  another  year,  but  then  the  old  Michigan  work,  which 
had  become  so  dear  to  all  the  fraters  of  this  state,  was  finally  and  for- 
ever laid  aside  and  the  standard  work  of  the  Grand  Encampment  took 
its  place. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Luman  R.  Atwater,  died  at  his  home  in 
the  City  of  Grand  Rapids  on  July  23rd,  1892,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  had  been  an  active  member  of  our  Grand  Com- 
mandery ever  since  its  organization  and  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
safest  counselors  among  the  ranks  of  our  Past  Grand  Commanders. 

Sir  Henry  L.  Anthony  of  Sturgis  was  chosen  Grand  Commander 
to  succeed  Sir  Jefferson  S.  Conover. 
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SKETCH  OF  HENRY  L.  ANTHONY. 

Henry  L.  Anthony  is  a  native  of  this  state  having  been  born  on  a 
farm  near  Battle  Creek,  Nov.  9th,  1843.  On  September  8th,  1862,  he 
enlisted  and  entered  the  army  as  a  member  of  Co.  A,  7th  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, which  formed  a  part  of  the  famous  Cavalry  Brigade  commanded 
by  the  lamented  General  Custer.  He  with  his  regiment  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  and  marches  participated  in  by  the  Cavalry  Corps 
under  the  leadership  of  General  Sheridan,  except  during  a  part  of  the 
campaign  of  1864,  he  being  then  on  detached  service,  having  been  seri- 
ously wounded  late  in  the  autumn  of  1863.  He  won  the  commendation 
of  his  superior  officers  and  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  through  all  the 
grades  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  when  finally  discharged  had 
won  a  commission  as  Second  Lieutenant  from  the  then  Gov.  Crapo. 

In  December,  1866,  he  settled  in  Sturgis,  Mich.,  and  has  ever  and 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
his  adopted  city  and  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in  every  measure  looking 
to  its  material  advancement  and  prosperity. 

Early  in  his  carrer  he  became  a  Mason  and  entered  upon  the  work 
with  the  same  enthusiasm  that  has  characterized  all  his  public  and  pri- 
vate life.  He  filled  all  the  important  offices  of  the  subordinate  bodies 
of  Masonry  save  that  as  W.  M.  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  In  May  1886  he 
was  elected  as  the  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michi- 
gan, and  was  each  year  promoted,  until  in  1893  he  was  chosen  Grand 
Commander,  serving  in  that  capacity,  as  is  the  custom,  for  one  year.  In 
the  administration  of  this  important  office  he  will  be  remembered  as  one 
who  labored  faithfully  in  the  interest  of  the  Order  intrusted  to  his  hands. 

In  Oct.,  1894,  he  was  unanimously  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Sturgis  as  cashier,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Masonic  Home. 

* 

August  2nd  of  this  year,  death  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the  living 
one  of  the  brightest  jewels  of  Michigan  Masonry.  General  William  P. 
Innes,  Past  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder,  died  at  his  home 
in  Grand  Rapids,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness  of  several  months  du- 
ration. No  Michigan  Mason  has  ever  been  more  sincerely  mourned  and 
none  has  ever  died  whose  death  left  so  great  a  void  in  masonic  ranks. 
He  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  chivalrous  Knight  Templar,  a  true  Mason 
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osperily. 

.:ea  M:i-mii  and  entered  ii]u>ii  the  work 
has  characterized  all  his  public  and  pri- 
portant  offices  of  the  s:ibi>rdinate  bodies 
M.  of  the  Blue  Lodge.    In  May  r8S6  lie 
irder  of  the  «  i:\ind  Conuuandery  of  Michi- 
loted,  u"'  1  ::i   1S03  he  was  i!i»ku  Grand 
1*     1'    -  ,   -  i.s  the  custom,  ft  :  one  year.  In 
''•ce  he  wTill  be  remembered  as  one 
:  of  the  Order  intrusted  t<>  his  hands. 
;  --y  chosen  by  the  B  >  ivd  of  Directors 
>  <  ashicr,  wdiich  p  >sitinu  he  still  holds. 
:  «  f  Control  of  the  Masonic  Home. 

* 

.-iruck  from  the  roV.s  of  the  living- 
:i,gan  Masonry.    He- vial  William  P. 
-  and  (irancl  Recorder,  died  at  his  home 
an'1  ;  ii  1 1  fill  illness  of  >^  v-ral  mouths  du- 
-  b.a-  t  ••rije-rii  more  siactvly  mourned  and 
ft  ;o  great  a  void  i:*  masonic  ranks. 
■  .•:•>  Knight  Templar,  a  true  Mason 


HENRY  L.  ANTHONY. ' 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


399 


and  a  christian  gentleman.  He  was  buried  on  Sunday,  August  6th,  the 
services  being  conducted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Commandery 
and  several  of  its  constituents  acting  as  escort. 

The  death  of  Sir  Innes  left  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Grand  Re- 
corder, which  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  John  A.  Gerow,  of  De- 
troit, who  has  since  ably  and  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  his  il- 
lustrious predecessor. 

*  * 

Among  the  early  official  acts  of  Grand  Commander  Anthony  was 
the  arresting  of  the  charter  and  taking  in  charge  the  records,  books,  etc., 
of  Fen  ton  Commandery,  No.  14,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  its  previous  annual  conclave.  This  Com- 
mandery, from  various  causes,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  curtail- 
ment of  its  jurisdiction  by  the  establishment  of  new  Commanderies  all 
around  it,  had  become  very  weak,  with  seemingly  little  prospect  of  being 
able  to  sustain  a  working  Commandery.  This  act  of  arresting  its  char- 
ter seemed  to  have  a  good  effect  upon  the  members  of  the  Commandery, 
as  after  they  had  lost  the  privilege,  which  they  had  not  fully  appreciat- 
ed, they  became  imbued  with  a  new  zeal,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  petitioned  for  a  return  of  the  charter.  This  was 
granted  and  the  Commandery  resumed  work  and  gives  evidence  of 
greater  prosperity  in  the  future. 

On  November  16th  Grand  Commander  Anthony  gave  a  dispensa- 
tion for  a  new  Commander^  at  Sault  Ste  Marie.  Some  little  difficulty 
occurred  among  the  members  at  the  organization  and  some  dissatisfac- 
tion was  found  to  exist  as  to  the  officers  that  had  been  appointed. 
Accordingly  the  Grand  Commander  visited  that  place  and  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Commandery  called  for  that  purpose,  a  reorganization  was  effected, 
with  new  officers,  and  the  Commandery  commenced  work  with  every 
prospect  of  future  success. 

*  * 
1894. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  this  year,  which  was 
held  in  Kalamazoo,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  to  select  a  site  for  a  permanent  encampment,  reported  that 
the  balance  of  the  committee  had  never  met  with  him,  and  on  his  recom- 


400 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


mendatioti  the  whole  subject  matter  was  indefinitely  postponed  and  the 
committee  discharged.  Thus  ended  the  attempt  to  secure  a  permanent 
location  for  a  State  Encampment. 

At  the  election  of  officers  in  this  year,  Sir  Charles  H.  Pomeroy,  of 
Saginaw,  was  elected  Grand  Commander. 

SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  H.  POMEROY. 

Charles  H.  Pomeroy  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Parkman,  Geauga 
Co.,  Sept.,  13,  1844.  His  parents,  William  and  Charlotte  Pomeroy, 
were  natives  of  New  England,  the  father  being  born  in  Brandon,  Rut- 
land Co.,  Vermont,  and  the  mother  near  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  were 
early  settlers  in  Ohio.  In  1846  the  family  removed  to  Lower  Saginaw, 
now  Bay  City,  Mich.,  the  father  dying  in  Ann  Arbor  in  1869  and  the 
mother  in  Joliet,  111.,  in  1892. 

William  Pomeroy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  of  French  extrac- 
tion. After  moving  to  Bay  City  he  in  company  with  James  Fraser  and 
Mark  Hopkins  built  the  first  saw  mill  there  and  manufactured  lumber 
for  some  time.  Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor.  Charles  H.  is 
the  eldest  of  the  sons  in  the  family  of  eight  children,  six  now  living. 
His  boyhood  and  early  school  days  were  passed  in  Bay  City,  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  afterwards  the  State  Normal. 

In  1880  he  became  engaged  iu  the  manufacture  of  crackers  in  Bay 
City  and  continued  there  until  1887,  at  which  time  he  sold  his  interest 
and  removed  to  Saginaw,  where  he  built  a  large  factory  and  became 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  " Pomeroy  Cracker  Co. 

He  was  married  in  1869  t0  Miss  M.  Lucy  Yale,  a  daughter  of  Noah 
Yale,  her  family  having  come  from  New  York  State  and  settled  in 
Michigan. 

Brother  Pomeroy  is  a  member  of  Bay  City  Lodge,  No.  129,  F  &  A. 
M.;  Blanchard  Chapter,  No.  59,  R.  A.  M.;  Bay  City  Council,  No.  53, 
R.  &  S.  M.;  Bay  City  Commandery,  No.  26,  K.  T.;  Michigan  Sovereign 
Consistory,  Detroit,  32d  degree;  Moslem  Temple,  Detroit  N.  M.  S.; 
Royal  Order  of  Scotland,  Supreme  Council,  A.  A.  S.  Rite,  33d  degree. 

He  is  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  Michigan, 
having  served  as  Grand  Commander  from  May,  1894  to  May,  1895, 
with  ability  and  distinction. 
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Among  the  early  acts  of  Grand  Commander  Pomeroy  was  institut- 
ing the  new  Commandery  at  Sault  Ste  Marie. 

The  occasion  was  one  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
participated.  The  Grand  Officers  were  met  by  the  Sir  Knights  in  full 
uniform,  headed  by  a  band  of  music  and  escorted  to  their  hotel  in 
carriages.  After  the  exercises  of  the  evening  were  over  and  the  usual 
banquet  disposed  of,  adjournment  was  made  to  the  elegant  rooms  of 
La  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie  Club,  where  what  remained  of  the  evening  was 
passed  in  general  conversation.  The  next  morning  the  visitors  were 
taken*  in  charge  by  the  local  Sir  Knights  and  shown  the  locks  and 
other  sights,  including  the  "shooting  of  the  rapids."  In  the  afternoon 
an  excursion  was  given  down  the  Hay  Lake  Channel  to  the  foot  of 
Sugar  Island.  The  day  was  delightful  and  every  one  enjoyed  them- 
selves. I11  the  evening  a  reception  was  given  to  the  Grand  Officers  and 
their  ladies  at  the  club  rooms,  followed  by  a  grand  ball  and  banquet. 
It  was  a  most  enjoyable  affair  throughout,  and  one  and  all  had  a  de- 
lightful time. 

In  the  month  of  August,  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  42,  received 
an  invitation  from  the  Great  Priory  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  ex- 
emplify the  Order  of  Knighthood  according  to  our  revised  ritual,  at 
their  meeting  in  Toronto.  The  invitation  was  accepted  and  on  the  4th 
of  September  they  left  Detroit  for  Toronto  with  eighty  swords,  E.  Sir 
P.  T.  Van  Zile,  Eminent  Commander  and  a  full  complement  of  officers. 
Past  Grand  Commander  John  A.  Gerow,  who  is  a  member  of  Damas- 
cus Commandery,  accompanied  them.  The  members  of  Damascus  Com- 
mandery conducted  themselves  throughout  in  such  a  manner  as  to  re- 
flect great  credit  upon  themselves  and  this  Grand  Commandery.  Their 
discipline  and  steadiness  under  the  immediate  command  of  their  Cap- 
tain General,  Sir  W.  H.  Ellis  elicited  much  well  merited  applause 
from  the  spectators  along  the  line  of  march.  They  were  very  highly 
complimented  by  the  Great  Prior  upon  their  correct  rendering  of  the 
Ritual,  and  Knightly  bearing,  and  as  an  evidence  that  their  efforts  were 
appreciated,  E.  Sir  Sheppard,  Grand  Master,  spoke  very  eloquently  and 
feelingly  of  the  grandeur  and  impressiveness  of  the  work  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  exemplified,  and  taking  from  his  breast  the 
jewel  of  his  office,  one  that  had  been  worn  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Can- 
ada for  more  than  thirty  years,  pinned  it  upon  the  breast  of  E.  Sir 
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Van  Zile  with  his  assurance  that  he  was  well  worthy  to  wear  it,  and  as 
a  recognition  of  the  valuable  services  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Gerow 
in  bringing  that  Commandery  so  nearly  to  perfection,  he  too  was  dec- 
orated with  a  Past  Grand  Master's  jewel,  presented  by  Past  Grand 
Master,  E.  T.  Malone. 

An  elegant  engrossed  memorial  from  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory 
of  Canada  hangs  in  the  asylum  of  Damascus  Commandery  and  is  a 
highly  prized  memento  of  this  delightful  pilgrimage. 

* 

Sir  John  Gilbert,  Jr.,  first  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar 
in  Michigan,  died  at  Ypsilanti,  September  4th,  1894.  Although  for 
many  years  he  had  not  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  consequently  was  almost  unknown  to  the  younger  mem- 
bers, yet  the  older  members  of  this  body  remember  with  pleasure  his 
early  associations  with  them  and  his  zeal  for  templar  masonry. 

* 

*  * 

Here,  as  with  the  other  branches  of  Masonry  already  considered, 
we  leave  the  detailed  history  of  templar  masonry  in  Michigan.  We 
have  traced  its  history  and  growth  from  the  organization  of  the  first 
templar  body  in  this  state,  January  8th,  1851,  through  the  various 
stages  of  its  gr*  .vth  and  development.  We  have  followed  the  organiza- 
tion of  forty-fi .  e  Commanderies,  all  but  one  of  which  is  still  working 
successfully  and  disseminating  the  principals  of  the  Order.  We  have 
seen  the  ranks  of  Knights  Templar  grow  from  a  few  zealous  fraters, 
who  composed  Detroit  Commandery  at  its  organization,  to  a  grand 
army  of  more  than  five  thousand  valiant  soldiers  of  the  cross.  Glorious 
as  has  been  its  history  in  the  past,  he  who  is  permitted  to  chronicle  the 
history  of  the  next  fifty  years,  will  have  a  greater  and  more  glorious 
career  to  review,  with  a  record  of  still  higher  achievements  in  the 
direction  of  that  ideal  life,  towards  which  Templar  Masonry  is  gradually 
and  surely  leading  its  true-hearted  members. 
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SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  E.  JEWETT. 

GRAND  COMMANDER,  1 895. 

William  E.  Jewett,  M.  D.  who  has  been  a  practicing  physician  in 
the  city  of  Adrian  since  1872,  and  has  largely  identified  himself  with 
the  social  and  material  interests  of  the  city,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  was  born  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  County,  on  the  8th  day 
of  December,  1842.  His  parents  were  Eri  and  Harriet  (Winchell) 
Jewett,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  of  which  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Jonathan  Jewett,  was  an  early  pioneer.  Jonathan  Jewett  lived 
for  eighty-two  years  on  the  same  farm,  which  land  was  taken  up  by  his 
father,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety,  June  nth,  1872,  at  the  same  hour 
that  the  Doctor's  youngest  child  was  born.  The  maternal  grandparents, 
William  F.  and  Submit  Winchell,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  re- 
moved from  Goshen,  that  state,  to  the  vicinity  of  Sangerfield,  N.  Y., 
during  the  early  settlement  of  Oneida  County. 

Eri  Jewett,  in  1855,  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Austinburg,  in  Ashtabula  County,  where  they  remained 
until  1868.  Thence  they  removed  to  Constantine,  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  to  Vistula,  Ind.,  in  187 1,  where  the  parents  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  Our  subject,  until  1857,  attended  the  district 
school  and  assisted  his  parents  in  their  work  on  the  farm.  During  that 
year  he  entered  Grand  River  Institute,  in  Austinburg,  a  noted  seat  of 
learning  in  those  days,  which  was  founded  in  1832,  and  is  still  flourish- 
ing. He  worked  on  a  farm  and  taught  school  during  vacation  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  and  in  May,  1862,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  K,  87th,  Ohio  Infantry,  serving  in  Virginia  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Sept. 
15,  1862,  but  not  long  afterward  was  paroled  and  exchanged.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  October  following,  he  was  mustered 
out,  and  re-enlisted  in  June  1863.  This  time  he  was  rejected  by  the 
examining  surgeon,  and  now  determined  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  medicine.  In  1864  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Munger, 
of  Waterville,  N.  Y.,  and  the  year  following  attended  the  medical  col- 
lege at  Cleveland,  Ohio,    From  there  he  went  to  the  medical  college 
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in  New  York  City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the  ist  of  March, 
1867.  He  spent  the  winter  of  1867-68  in  the  colleges  and  hospitals  of 
New  York  City,  and  made  the  best  possible  use  of  his  time  and  oppor- 
tunities for  gaining  a  full  knowledge  of  the  profession  which  he  intend- 
ed to  follow. 

Dr.  Jewett,  in  May,  1868,  opened  his  first  office  in  Constantine, 
Michigan,  and  on  the  24th  of  November  following,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clara  A.,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Henry  E.  and 
Lucinda  Root,  of  Constantine.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,  Henry  R.,  who  was  born  Oct.  24th,  1870,  and 
William  E.?  June  nth,  1872. 

In  February,  1872,  Dr.  Jewett  took  up  his  residence  in  Adrian, 
and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Adrian  Lodge,  No.  19,  F.  and  A.  M.  in 
July  1872,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  November,  1872,  in  Adrian  Chap- 
ter, No.  10,  was  Knighted  in  Adrian  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  March 
21st,  1873,  and  a  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Adrian  Council,  No.  18, 
in  November  1873.  He  was  W.  M.  of  Adrian  Lodge,  No.  19,  1879-80, 
H.  P.,  Adrian  Chapter,  No.  10,  1874-75,  T.  I.  M.,  Adrian  Council,  No. 
18,  1877;  E.  C.  Adrian  Commandery,  No.  4,  K.  T.,  1883-4-5;  was  elect- 
ed Grand  Warder,  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  in  1887,  and  by 
successive  stages,  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  in 
1895.  He  is  a  member  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  Valley  of  Detroit,  having  taken  the  grades  up 
to  the  thirty-second  degree,  June  27-30,  1887,  and  was  elected  to  the 
thirty-third  degree  at  the  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Council  in  Boston, 
September,  1897.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Woodbury  Post,  No.  45,  G. 
A.  R.,  and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

He  cast  his  first  presidental  vote  for  Lincoln  and  has  since  con- 
tinued an  active  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In  1877,  and  the 
following  year,  he  served  as  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward.  He  was  phy- 
sician to  the  State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls  located  near  the  city,  for 
five  and  one-half  years,  and  in  religious  matters,  belongs  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Possessing  considerable  musical  talent,  Dr.  Jewett  ser- 
eral  years  ago,  became  a  proficient  organist,  which  office  he  has  filled  in 
several  churches. 


EDWARD  D.  WHEELER. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


411 


Dr.  Jewett  is  a  successful  physician  and  a  public  spirited  citizen, 
ever  active  in  promoting  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Adrian  and  vicin- 
ity. Kindly  and  generous  in  his  relations  with  other  physicians,  and 
benevolent  to  the  poor  in  his  large  clientels,  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  community  to  a  marked  degree,  and  his  best  friends  are  those  who 
know  him  the  most  intimately. 

EDWARD  D.  WHEELER. 

GRAND  COMMANDER,  1896. 

Edward  Dodge  Wheeler  was  born  at  New  Marlborough,  Berkshire 
County,  Massachusetts,  May  8,  1843.  In  z^57  ^e  removed  Morris,  Ill- 
inois, and  two  years  later  to  Joliet.  At  the  time  of  the  Pikes  Peak  gold 
excitement  in  the  spring  of  i860,  he  joined  the  caravans  moving  in  that 
direction  and  passed  six  months  in  the  mines.  He  says  he  "got  lots  of 
experience  but  very  little  money."  In  July,  1862,  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Manistee,  which  has  been  his  home  since  that  date.  He 
worked  in  lumber  mills  and  officers  until  187 1,  when  with  others  he 
engaged  in  that  business  on  his  own  account.  He  has  continued  in 
that  line  up  to  date,  being  president  of  the-Canfield  &  Wheeler  Co., 
manufacturers  of  lumber  and  salt. 

He  married  Emma  A.  Sayre,  of  Adrian,  Michigan.  They  have  two 
sons,  Edward  R.,  now  Secretary  of  the  Canfield  &  Wheeler  Co.,  and 
Harold  S.,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Kittie  B.  Martin,  of  Peterboro,  Ont. 

His  Masonic  record  begins  on  April  7th,  1867,  when  he  was  initiat- 
ed in  Manistee  Lodge,  U.  D.,  and  two  months  later  was  made  a  Master 
Mason.  He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Oceana  Chapter,  No. 
56,  August  24,  1868,  and  a  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Manistee  Coun- 
cil, April  28,  1876.  He  was  knighted  in  Muskegon  Commandery,  No. 
22,  Feb.  12,  1874,  and  received  the  Scottish  Rite  S.  P.  R.  S.  32nd  de- 
gree in  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory,  Grand  Rapids,  Feb.  15,  1882.  Sep- 
tember 15,  1891,  he  was  crowned  an  honorary  sovereign  Grand  Inspec- 
tor General,  33d  degree,  by  the  Supreme  Council  in  Boston.  For  the 
three  years  following  February,  1891,  he  was  Illustrious  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory.  He  has  held  nearly  every 
office  in  his  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery  and  Consistory. 


4I2 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  1888  he  was  elect- 
ed Grand  Warder,  and  each  year  thereafter  was  advanced  one  step  up 
the  official  ladder,  until  in  1896  he  was  elected  Right  Eminent  Grand 
Commander  and  served  with  honor  and  distinction  for  one  year. 

He  has  always  been  active  and  enthusiastic  in  all  branches  of  Ma- 
sonry and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren  and  fraters  through- 
out the  entire  state. 

*  * 

SKETCH  OF  ALBERT  STILES. 

GRAND  COMMANDER,  1897. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  comes  of  substantial,  New  England  stock, 
being  the  son  of  Ralph  Stiles,  a  Vermonter  by  birth,  who  afterwards 
settled  in  Batavia,  New  York,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Savicool,  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1835  they  joined  the  great  caravan  which  was  then 
moving  westward,  to  make  for  themselves  a  home  in  the  then  distant 
west.  Michigan  was  then  considered  the  far  west,  and  thither  this  fam- 
ily made  their  way,  settling  in  Jackson,  and  here  in  1839,  was  born  their 
son  Albert,  the  youngest  of  eight  children. 

The  father  dying  in  1843,  Albert  and  the  others  of  the  large  family 
were  left  to  struggle  as  best  they  could  under  adverse  circumstances, 
for  their  existence,  which,  in  those  pioneer  days,  meant  more  than  the 
people  of  this  day  can  fully  realize.  As  he  grew  towards  manhood,  Al- 
bert was  employed  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  twenty-nine  years,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  and  manufacturing  business. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  Jackson  Corset  Company  in  1864,  he  was 
made  its  President,  which  position  he  has  held  continuously  since  that 
time.  He  is  also  identified  with  other  business  interests  in  Jackson,  and 
is  a  prominent  and  influential  member  of  the  Republican  party. 

His  Masonic  record  begins  with  the  year  1867.  On  the  31st  day 
of  July  in  that  year,  he  was  initiated  in  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  and 
raised  on  October  5th,  following.  He  received  the  Royal  Arch  degrees 
August  1st,  1872,  in  Jackson  Chapter,  No.  73,  and  the  Council  degrees 
December  13th,  1872.  He  was  dubbed  and  created  a  Knight  Templar 
in  Jackson  Commandery,  September  17th,  1872.  In  1892  he  decided  to 
advance  still  further  in  Masonry,  and  he  received  the  degrees  of  A.  &  A, 
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S.  rite  in  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Detroit,  reaching  the  3  2d  de- 
gree on  June  16th  of  that  year.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cil in  Boston,  in  1897,  he  was  elected  to  receive  the  33rd  and  last  de- 
gree in  Masonry. 

He  has  been  Treasurer  of  Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  since  1882,  and 
is  also  Past  High  Priest  of  Jackson  Chapter  and  Past  Commander  of 
Jackson  Commandery.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  in  1897  he  was  unanimously  chosen  Grand  Commander.  He  has 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  Masonic  affairs  and  is  a  firm  believer 
in  its  influence  for  good  to  mankind. 
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THE  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 


A  history  of  Masonry  would  not  be  complete  did  it  not  give  some  men- 
tion of  those  brethren  who  have  held  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary.  The 
very  close  relation  of  that  officer  to  all  masonic  affairs  of  his  jurisdiction, 
makes  him,  more  conspicuously  perhaps  than  any  other,  an  active  and 
continuous  part  of  the  Grand  Body  which  he  serves,  and  by  reason  of 
this  continuous  service,  he  necessarily  becomes  conversant  with  the  laws 
and  usages,  as  well  as  with  the  condition  of  the  whole  body  of  the  craft 
in  the  state,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  becomes 
better  known  to  the  members  of  the  fraternity  than  any  other  person. 
It  has  been  thought  well,  therefore,  to  give  in  this  place,  a  brief  sketch 
of  each  of  the  brethren  who  have  held  this  responsible  and  laborious 
position  in  Michigan. 


JOHN  L.  WHITING. 


FREEMASONRY  IN.  MICHIGAN. 


4*7 


SKETCH  OF  JOHN  L-  WHITING. 

The  first  brother  to  occupy  the  position  of  Grand  Secretary  of  Ma- 
sonry in  Michigan  was  John  L.  Whiting,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit.  He  was 
born  in  Canaan,  New  York,  November  28th,  1793.  In  181 7  he  came 
to  Detroit  and  this  place  was  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  his  early  years  he  studied  medicine  and  practiced  that  profession  for 
fifteen  years  after  locating  in  Detroit.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence  in 
the  early  history  of  that  city  and  of  Michigan.  In  1827  ^e  accompa- 
nied General  Cass  and  General  Scott  with  their  military  party,  to  hold  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  several  tribes  of  Indians  on  Fox  River,  at  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin. 

After  devoting  fifteen  years,  as  stated  above,  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  he  engaged  in  commission  and  forwarding  business,  and  la- 
ter in  a  l.md  and  tax  agency.  In  politics  he  was  an  old-time  whig,  and 
at  the  organization  of  the  Republican  Party  " under  the  Oaks"  in  Jack- 
son, he  was  present  and  assisted  in  such  organization,  and  from  this 
time  forward  gave  his  fealty  to  the  new  party  then  organized.  He  was 
City  Clerk  of  Detroit  from  1830  to  1832. 

Dr.  Whiting  was  married  three  times.  To  Hariet  C.  Talman,  at 
Hudson,  New  York,  in  182 1;  to  Hariet  Rees,  in  Detroit,  in  1830;  and 
to  Rebecca  Rustin,  in  1854. 

His  Masonic  career  commenced  when  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  he  being  initiated  in  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  July  6th,  1818;  passed 
July  15th,  and  raised  July  17th,  of  the  same  year.  He  was  one  of  the 
delegates  from  that  lodge  that  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  first 
Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  in  1826,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  Grand 
Secretary  and  retained  that  position  during  the  existence  of  that  Grand 
Lodge. 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  specially  active  part  in  Ma- 
sonry after  the  revival  of  Masonic  work  in  1844,  other  than  to  retain 
his  membership  therein  and  to  give  it  the  weight  of  his  example  and 
influence. 

He  died  on  August  4th,  1880,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
leaving  behind  him  the  memory  of  a  long  and  useful  life,  filled  with 
good  deeds  and  love  to  his  fellow  men. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY,  1841-1844. — GRAND  LECTURER,  1848-1850. 


ABNER  C.  SMITH. 


Abner  Comstock  Smith  was  born 
at  Brookfield,  Vermont,  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  February,  1814,  and  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  at  Ran- 
dolph, in  his  native  state.  He  com- 
menced reading  law  at  twenty  years 
of  age  in  the  office  of  Marsh  and  Swan, 
at  Woodstock,  Vermont.  In  1836  he 
was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in  the 
office  of  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  under  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren,  which  position  he 
held  for  three  years,  making  Wash- 
ington his  home.  During  that  time, 
he  finished  reading  law  with  Hon. 
W.  L.  Brent,  once  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Louisiana,  and  on  the  14th  of  February,  1838,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  a  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
on  examination  by  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  on  motion  of  Hon.  Thomas 
Benton,  United  States  Senator  from  Missouri. 

About  this  time  he  became  interested  in  Masonry  and  he  was 
initiated  October  12,  passed  November  9,  and  raised  November  16,  in 
the  year  1838,  in  Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  7,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was 
elected  Secretary  of  that  lodge  three  weeks  after  becoming  a  Master 
Mason,  and  served  until  his  removal  from  that  city  a  little  more  than  a 
year  later. 

He  was  married  May  1,  1839,  an^  immediately  afterward  resigned 
his  clerkship,  dimitted  from  his  lodge,  and,  removing  to  the  new  state 
of  Michigan,  settled  in  the  enterprising  village  of  Mt.  Clemens.  Here 
he  resided  for  the  next  fifteen  years,  engaged,  the  greater  part  of  the 
itme,  in  journalism  and  the  practice  of  his  profession.    It  was  here 
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that  his  newly  formed  love  for  Masonry  found  a  field  of  labor.  To  him, 
perhaps  more  than  to  any  other  man,  was  due  the  revival  of  Masonry 
in  Michigan  soon  after  he  came  to  this  state.  He  came  here  from  an 
active,  working  lodge,  in  which  he  had  been  an  enthusiastic  worker,  and 
inspired  with  the  zeal  of  a  young  and  ardent  member  of  our  institution, 
he  at  once  set  himself  to  work  to  awaken  an  interest  among  the  other 
Masons  whom  he  found  in  his  new  home.  Through  his  efforts  the 
convention  was  called  which  resulted  in  the  forming  of  a  lodge  at  Mt. 
Clemens  and  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Michigan.  He  found  masonic  chaos 
in  Michigan  and  out  of  it  he  brought  organized  Masonry.  At  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  184 1,  he  was  elected  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  held  that  position  during  the  existence  of  that  Grand  Lodge 
and  until  the  present  one  was  organized.  During  this  time  he  was  an 
indefatigable  worker  for  Masonry,  both  in  connection  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  his  own  lodge  at  Mt.  Clemens.  In  1844  he  was  Worship- 
ful Master,  having  previously  held  several  other  positions  in  his  lodge. 
In  1848  he  was  elected  Grand  Lecturer,  and  held  this  position  for  three 
years,  giving  much  thought  and  time  to  the  duties  connected  with  that 
office. 

In  185 1  he  commenced  the  publication  of  a  monthly  masonic 
journal,  "The  Ancient  Landmarks"  which  he  conducted  with  marked 
ability  for  several  years.  This  was  the  pioneer  masonic  journal  in 
Michigan  and  one  of  the  first  in  the  entire  west.  He  also  published  the 
"Macomb  County  Gazette^  a  weekly  newspaper,  for  four  years. 

He  represented  his  district  in  the  Michigan  Senate  in  the  years 
1845  an<*  x849,  and  was  on  the  bench  as  District  Judge  for  the  term 
ending  about  1854. 

Judge  Smith  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  in  the  year  1855, 
and  published  the  daily  Free  Press  in  that  city  for  six  months,  and 
then  took  a  thirty  thousand  dollar  contract  for  improving  the  levee  of 
that  city,  and  had,  at  times,  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  work- 
ing for  him. 

He  was  appointed  Register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Minneapolis,  in  the  spring  of  1857,  and  when  that  office  was  removed  to 
Forest  City  in  1858,  he  removed  to  that  place.  He  left  that  office  in 
the  autumn  of  1858  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  a  general 
collection  business. 
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The  celebrated  Indian  outbreak  and  massacre  of  1862  commenced 
on  the  17th  of  August,  in  the  town  of  Acton,  Meeker  County,  fourteen 
miles  from  Forest  City,  and  three  days  afterwards  Judge  Smith  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  governor  of  the  state: 

Forest  City,  August  20,  6  A.  m.,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Alexander  Ramsey,  Governor,  etc. 

Sir, — In  advance  of  the  news  from  the  Minnesota  river,  the  Indians 
have  opened  on  us  in  Meeker.  It  is  war!  A  few  proposed  to  make  a 
stand  here.  Send  us,  forthwith,  some  good  guns,  and  ammunition  to 
match. 

Yours  Truly, 

A.  C.  Smith. 

This  missive,  taken  from  Saint  Paul  by  Jessie  V.  Branham,  then 
sixty  years  of  age,  brought  forty-four  stand  of  Springfield  muskets,  and 
ammunition  to  match,  to  Forest  City  before  noon  of  the  23d.  There 
were  thirteen  men  and  three  women  on  the  site  of  the  village  to  use 
these  forty-four  guns.  On  the  24th,  a  military  organization  was  effected 
and  the  next  day  more  than  thirty  other  men  came  in  and  joined  the 
compan}'.  Through  all  the  bloody  massacre  Judge  Smith  never  re- 
treated an  inch  from  Meeker  County.  In  1876,  the  centennial  year,  he 
wrote,  by  request  of  President  Grant  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress,  the  history  of  the  county. 

In  1869,  when  the  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  came  through 
Meeker  County,  and  the  village  of  Litchfield,  the  county  seat,  began  to 
grow,  he  opened  a  law  and  land  office  there,  but  did  not  move  his  fami- 
ly until  1874.  He  was  a  sound  lawyer,  a  careful  business  man,  strictly 
honest,  and  had  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  community. 

The  Judge  was  a  democrat  in  politics  until  the  civil  war  commenced, 
but  voted  the  republican  ticket  most  of  the  time  after  that  date. 

Brother  Smith  was  active  in  Masonry  wherever  he  went.  This  in- 
stitution had  great  charms  for  him  and  much  of  his  time  was  given  to  it. 
On  locating  in  St.  Paul,  he  at  once  became  one  of  the  most  active  and 
influential  members  of  the  fraternity  in  that  city.  He  was  Worshipful 
Master  of  St.  Paul  Lodge,  No.  3,  in  1857  and  represented  it  in  Grand 
Lodge  that  year,  where  his  abilities  at  once  secured  him  recognition. 
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He  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  1858,  but  declined  a  re-election 
or  further  promotion  at  the  end  of  that  year.  He  remained,  however, 
an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  until  his  death. 
In  1867,  he  organized  Forest  City  Lodge,  No.  70,  and  was  its  Master  for 
six  years.  Dimitting  from  that  lodge  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Litchfield,  he  joined  Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  No.  89,  in  that  city,  and  was 
its  Master  in  1876. 

One  singular  act  in  his  masonic  experience,  was  that  when  he  went 
to  St.  Paul  in  1855,  ^e  joined  St.  Paul  Lodge,  No.  3,  on  June  16,  1856, 
on  a  dimit  granted  him  by  Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  7,  Washington,  D.  C, 
April  19,  1839,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  had  a  dimit  from  the 
lodge  at  Mt.  Clemens,  Michigan,  the  state  where  he  had  been  both 
Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Lecturer,  dated  seventeen  years  later  than 
the  Washington  dimit. 

Brother  Smith  died  at  his  home  in  Litchfield,  Minnesota,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1880,  and  was  buried  with  masonic  honors  on  the  following  Sun- 
day. A  special  train  was  run  from  Minneapolis  and  St.  Panl  and  ten 
lodges  attended  his  funeral,  thus  testifying  to  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  in  those  cities.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  conducted  the 
masonic  burial  services  and  consigned  his  body  to  mother  earth. 

In  announcing  his  death  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  Grand 
Master  Henry  R.  Wells  said:  "Since  1857  he  has  been  almost  a  con- 
stant attendant  at  our  annual  communications — being  absent  but  two  or 
three  sessions — contributing  to  our  well  being  his  efforts  aud  counsel, 
born  of  his  energy  and  ripe  wisdom.  Our  records  for  the  past  twenty- 
three  years  bear  ample  attest  to  his  worth  and  usefulness  as  a  Mason." 

E.  SMITH  LEE. 

The  third  brother  to  serve  as  Grand  Secretary  in  Michigan,  was  E. 
Smith  Lee,  of  Detroit,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  has  already  been  given  on 
page  295,  volume  one.  He  was  elected  to  that  position  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  present  Grand  Lodge,  and  served  for  two  years,  when  he  was 
made  Grand  Lecturer,  and  afterwards  Grand  Master. 
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The  third  Grand  Secretary  was  Brother  James  Fenton,  of  Detroit. 
This  brother  was  born  in  England,  March  14,  1818,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Canada  when  about  six  years  old,  and  in  early  life  removed 
to  Detroit,  which  remained  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  educated  for  a  physician,  but  never  practiced  that  profession, 
the  nearest  approach  to  it  being  clerking  in  a  drug  store  in  Detroit  for 
a  time.  In  1861  he  became  one  of  the  collectors  of  the  water  rates  for 
Detroit,  and  continued  in  the  same  business  until  1885,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  all  work,  owing  to  illness  caused  by  a  stroke  of 
paralysis. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  he  was  Secretary  of  the  official  board  of 
the  First  M.  E.  Church  of  that  city.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
literary  ability,  a  great  reader  and  versed  in  several  different  languages. 
His  acquaintance,  not  only  in  Detroit,  but  throughout  the  state,  was 
large  and  influential. 

His  masonic  record  dates  from  February  27th,  1844,  he  being 
initiated  on  that  date  in  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  and  raised  May  28  of  the 
same  year.  He  remained  a  member  of  this  same  lodge  for  seven  years, 
when  he  dimitted  and  became  a  member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  3,  at  its 
organization,  and  was  its  first  Senior  Warden.  He  was  elected  Grand 
Secretary  in  1849  and  served  continuously  in  that  position  for  the  next 
twenty-five  years.  He  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  association  of 
his  name  with  the  uWebb  Monitor,"  which  he  revised  and  published, 
and  which  was  the  standard  monitorial  work  used  in  Michigan  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

He  died  January  20th,  1890,  at  his  home  in  the  City  of  Detroit, 
after  having  seen  the  Grand  Lodge  which  he  had  served  so  long,  grow 
from  a  small  number  of  lodges  and  limited  membership,  to  be  one  of 
the  strongest  jurisdictions  of  the  country. 

*  *  * 
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FOSTER  PRATT,  M.  D. 

Foster  Pratt  was  born  January  9th,  1823,  at  Mt.  Morris,  Genesee 
County,  (now  Livingston  County)  New  York.  His  early  academic  edu- 
cation was  received  at  Plattsburg,  Steuben  County,  New  York.  He 
graduated  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  spring  of  1849,  an(^  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
what  is  now  West  Virginia,  which  he  continued  there  until  1856,  when 
he  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  which  place  has  ever  since  been 
his  home,  except  from  1861  to  1865,  during  which  time  he  was  serving 
as  surgeon  of  the  13th  Michigan  Infantry. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan  in  1859;  Mayor  of 
Kalamazoo  in  1871-1872;  trustee  and  president  of  the  asylum  for  the 
Insane  at  Kalamazoo  for  twelve  years,  and  member  and  president  of 
the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  and  Honorary  member  of  the  American  Psy- 
chological Association. 

Brother  Pratt  was  made  a  Mason  in  Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  22,  in 
1862,  being  initiated  October  31,  and  raised  Nov.  5,  of  that  year.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1873,  he  was  elected  Grand 
Secretary  to  succeed  James  Fenton,  and  served  in  that  capacity  three 
years,  when  he  retired  and  gave  place  to  Brother  Ellery  I.  Garfield. 
While  Grand  Secretary  he  was  chairman  of  the  Grand  Lodge  committee 
on  the  revision  of  the  masonic  law  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  this  sub- 
ject he  gave  much  thought  and  study,  and  was  the  author  and  reviser 
of  the  first  "Blue  Book''  published  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  During  this 
time  he  was  also  editor  of  the  "Freemason"  a  monthly  masonic  journal 
published  in  those  years.  The  work  for  which  he  will  be  longest  re- 
membered was  the  compiling  of  the  first  historical  sketch  of  "Early  Ma- 
sonry in  Michigan/'  which  was  published  in  connection  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceedings  at  a  later  date. 

*  *  * 

ELLERY  I.  GARFIELD. 

Ellery  I.  Garfield  was  the  sixth  Grand  Secretary  in  Michigan.  He 
was  elected  in  1876,  and  re-elected  in  1877,  but  before  the  end  of  his  sec- 
ond year  of  service,  he  resigned  the  office  on  account  of  business  en- 
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gagements,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
still  resides.  His  portrait  and  sketch  have  been  given  in  connection 
with  his  services  as  Grand  Commander,  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  work. 

*  *  * 

WILLIAM  POWER  INNES. 

GRAND  SECRETARY  1 877  TO  1 892. 

William  Power  Innes  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  January 
22,  1826.  At  thirteen,  bereft  of  his  father,  the  care  of  his  widowed 
mother,  and  sister  and  brother  was  thrown  upon  him.  At  sixteen  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  in  the  civil  engineer's  depart* 
ment.  It  was  here  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  practical  engi- 
neering knowledge  which  stood  him  so  well  in  after  life.  Through  the 
efforts  of  his  mother  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  the  study  of  mathematics 
and  qualify  himself  for  the  profession  of  a  civil  engineer.  In  1853  ^e 
entered  the  service  of  the  railroad  company  building  a  railroad  across 
this  state  from  Pontiac  to  Grand  Haven,  and  was  engaged  upon  that 
road  until  its  completion  in  1858.  Then  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Amboy  and  Lansing  road  and  was  with  that  company  until  186 1.  The 
mention  of  that  year  ever  falls  upon  the  ears  like  a  knell.  He  was  now 
thirty-five  years  old,  in  the  meridian  of  life;  tall,  slim,  of  commanding 
stature;  his  hair  long,  straight,  and  black  as  the  raven's  wing;  his  eyes 
black,  sharp  and  penetrating;  he  was  a  perfect  picture  of  the  military 
man. 

The  events  of  three-fourths  of  a  century  had  reached  their  culmina- 
tion in  a  civil  war.  He  obtained  permission  to  raise  a  regiment  of  me- 
chanics and  engineers,  and  on  September  12, 186 1,  was  commissioned  its 
colonel.  He  served  with  distinction  until  October  26,  1864,  when  he 
resigned. 

He  was  breveted  Brigadier  General  of  U.  S.  Volunteers,  March  13, 
1865,  "for  gallant  and  efficient  services  during  the  war." 

After  his  resignation  he  returned  to  Grand  Rapids,  but  was  soon 
appointed  as  military  superintendent  of  the  railroads  leading  mto  Nash- 
ville. This  duty  discharged,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business.    In  civil  life  he  possessed  the 
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confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  filled  the  office  of 
Railroad  Commissioner  of  the  state;  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
public  works  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  was  president  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Street  and  Cable  Company. 

Brother  Innes  received  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  in  Western 
Union  Lodge,  No,  146,  Belfast,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  30th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1 85 1,  and  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Grand  Rapids 
Chapter,  No.  7,  Grand  Rapids,  in  1853.  He  took  the  degree  of  Royal 
and  Select  Master  in  Detroit  Council,  No.  1,  at  Detroit,  in  1854,  and  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  K.  T.,  in  1856. 
He  received  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  thirty- 
second,  in  Detroit  in  i860,  from  the  hands  of  Killian  Van  Rensselaer, 
than  serving  as  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Royal  Scottish  Rite  body  of 
the  northern  jurisdiction.  No  body  of  the  Rite  having  been  established 
in  the  stat^  he  received  the  thirty-third  degree  and  became  a  member  of 
the  supreme  council  in  Boston  in  1866.  He  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan  in  i860, 
was  re-elected  in  1861,  serving  until  1862.  His  last  address  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  written  from  his  tent  in  the  field  in  Kentucky,  he 
serving  at  that  time  with  his  regiment  in  that  state.  He  was  chosen 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  in 
i860,  serving  one  year,  and  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.,  at  the  Grand  communication  held  in  January, 
1878,  having  been  previously  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  his  predecessor  in  the  fall  of  1877.  This  latter  office 
he  held  up  to  January,  1892,  when  he  was  elected  Grand  Master,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  one  year.  He  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  January,  1875,  and  Grand  Re- 
corder of  Knights  Templar  in  May,  187 1,  which  offices  he  held  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 

He  was  an  honest  man  in  all  the  name  implies,  a  man  of  strict  in- 
tegrity, honest  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men.  As 
an  official  in  the  masonic  bodies  he  was  faithful,  zealous,  painstaking 
and  honest.  In  his  official  capacity  he  wrote  more  reports  for  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Commandery  then  any  other 
Grand  Secretary  in  the  United  States.  His  name  is  on  hundreds  of 
charters  hung  on  walls  of  lodges,  Temples  and  Asylums  all  over  the 
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state.  In  his  reports  he  stood  in  a  co-reportorial  light.  Men  who  have 
read  his  reports  have  always  found  in  them  something  new,  racy  and 
progressive.  An  independence  of  thought  characterized  them  that  gave 
them  the  highest  standing  that  such  reports  ever  had.  He  had  also  a 
very  large  personal  acquaintance  with  all  the  leading  Masons  in  every 
state  in  the  union.  He  is  greatly  missed  not  only  in  Michigan,  but 
wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken.  He  leaves  a  clean  and 
blameless  record  behind  him,  such  an  one  as  the  people  of  the  state  re- 
spect and  of  which  they  have  a  right  to  be  proud. 

Brother  Innes  was  an  earnest,  faithful  and  sincere  christian  gentle- 
man, and  for  many  years  was  a  faithful  warden  in  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  loved  the  service  of  his 
church  and  in  his  religion  he  found  solace  and  a  balm  for  all  his  sorrows. 

He  died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  on  the  morning 
of  August  2,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  on 
Sunday,  August  6,  his  burial  being  conducted  by  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  according  to  the  beautiful  services  of  our  order,  the  pro- 
cession accompanying  the  body  to  the  tomb  being  one  of  the  largest  ever 
seen  in  Western  Michigan. 

JEFFERSON  S.  CONOVER. 

Jefferson  S.  Conover  was  born  April  20,  1841,  in  the  village  of  Ca- 
to,  Cayuga  County,  New  York.  His  father  was  George  M.  Conover, 
who,  on  his  father's  side  was  descended  from  the  Dutch  Koven  Hoven 
family  that  settled  in  New  Jersey  about  1650,  and  on  his  mother's  from 
a  son  of  Lord  Reader,  in  Ireland,  who  was  disinherited  for  marrying  a 
girl  in  a  lower  station  in  life  and  who  came  to  America  where  such  dis- 
tinctions did  not  then  prevail.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  Fannie  Carter,  whose  parents  came  from  Vermont  at  an  early  day 
and  settled  near  Cato. 

In  Cayuga  and  the  adjoining  counties  the  young  lad  passed  his 
boyhood  days,  and  from  the  district  schools  of  those  days  he  secured 
such  education  as  was  there  to  be  obtained.  This,  with  a  couple  of 
terms  in  Perry  Academy,  at  Perry,  in  that  state,  when  he  was  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  a  brief  business  course  a  few  years  later,  was 
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all  the  education  that  fell  to  his  lot,  save  that  which  could  be  acquired 
by  actual  contact  with  the  world. 

Armed  with  this  limited  preparation,  he  became  a  school  teacher 
before  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  In  the  spring  of  i860,  his  father's 
family  emigrated  to  the  west,  and  he  accompanied  them,  locating  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  but  before  that  year  had  closed,  Jefferson  had 
joined  that  vast  number  of  young  men  who  gave  their  services  to  their 
country  in  the  civil  war  then  commencing.  His  constitution  proved 
unequal  to  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life,  and  after  less  than  a  year  of 
such  service,  three  months  of  which  was  passed  within  the  walls  of 
army  hospitals,  he  was  discharged  and  became  a  peaceful  citizen  again, 
resuming  the  occupation  of  teaching.  In  July,  1866,  he  removed  to 
to  Coldwater,  Michigan,  which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  For  the 
next  five  years  he  conducted  a  business  college  there,  but  disposing  of 
that,  after  a  year  or  two  in  journalism  he  established  the  business  of 
fine  job  and  color  printing,  to  which  he  gave  his  time  and  energies  for 
the  next  fifteen  years,  the  business  growing  into  the  present  Conover 
Engraving  and  Printing  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  president  since 
its  incorporation. 

Brother  Conover's  masonic  life  began  in  1880.  He  was  initiated 
June  14th  of  that  year,  in  Coldwater  Lodge,  No.  260,  and  two  and  one 
half  years  from  that  time  was  elected  Master  and  served  until  the 
consolidation  of  that  lodge  with  Tyre,  No.  18,  six  years  later.  He  was 
exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Temple  Chapter,  No.  21,  November  7, 
1 881;  received  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  Mt.  Moriah 
Council,  No.  6,  March  11,  1882;  dubbed  and  created  a  Knight  Templar, 
March  2,  1882;  received  the  Scottish  Rite  grades  to  S.  P.  R.  S.;  320  in 
Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  June  17,  18,  19, 1883,  and  was  crowned 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  33rd  degree,  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  September  16,  1890.  On  the  18  of  June,  1892,  he  joined  a  cara- 
van that  crossed  the  burning  sands  of  the  desert  at  that  time,  and  be- 
came entitled  to  wear  the  fez  and  sport  the  tiger-claws  of  the  "Shriner." 

He  has  presided  over  all  the  masonic  bodies  of  his  home  city,  and 
at  one  time  occupied  the  three  responsible  positions  of  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter, High  Priest,  and  Eminent  Commander.  In  1892  he  was  elected 
Grand  Commander  K.  T.  of  Michigan,  and  served  for  one  year  with 
zeal  and  earnestness. 
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When  Brother  William  P.  Innes  was  elected  Grand  Master,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1892,  Brother  Conover  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  Grand  Sec- 
retary, and  to  this  responsible  place  he  has  been  annually  elected  since 
that  time.  After  accepting  this  office,  he  withdrew  from  all  active  par- 
ticipation in  business  matters  and  has  devoted  his  undivided  attention 
to  his  official  duties  as  Grand  Secretary. 

Upon  the  death  of  William  P.  Innes,  in  August,  1893,  Brother 
Conover,  who  was  then  Grand  King  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  was  appoint- 
ed Grand  Secretary  in  that  body,  and,  resigning  the  office  of  Grand 
King,  took  up  the  work  of  Grand  Secretary  for  the  Royal  Craft  in  this 
state,  and  in  January,  1897,  he  was  elected  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters. 

The  continually  increasing  duties  of  these  three  offices  occupy  his 
whole  time,  and  to  them  he  is  giving  the  best  energies  of  his  nature. 


*  * 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


439 


THE  MICHIGAN  MASONIC  HOME. 

GRAND  RAPIDS. 


A  history  of  Michigan  Masonry  would  be  very  incomplete  did  it 
not  contain  an  article  concerning  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home.  This 
institution  has  been  prominently  before  the  masonic  fraternity  in  this 
state  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  It  is  an  outgrowth  of  plans  and 
purposes  first  conceived  and  put  into  working  shape  by  the  late  John 
D.  Jennings.  Brother  Jennings  was  a  business  man  in  the  city  of 
Grand  Rapids,  not  possessed  of  a  large  amount  of  worldly  goods,  but 
rich  in  those  noble  impulses  and  emotions  that  go  to  make  up  the  true 
man  and  Mason.  The  only  Masonic  Home  in  this  country  at  that  time 
was  the  one  in  successful  operation  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Brother 
Jennings  believed  that  Michigan  Masons  were  worthy  of  and  would 
maintain  a  home  of  that  kind,  and  accordingly  he  started  into  this  en- 
terprise, at  first  single-handed  and  alone.  Soon  however,  others  saw 
the  nobleness  of  the  enterprise  and  joined  with  him  in  his  efforts. 
Brother  Jennings  prepared  a  subscription  book,  containing  an  announce- 
ment of  the  aims  of  the  proposed  Home,  and  started  out  personally  to 
secure  subscriptions.    That  announcement  read  as  follows: 

MASONIC  HOME. 

"For  aged  and  infirm  Master  Masons  and  widows  of  Master  Masons.  Said  Home 
to  be  located  in  Grand  Rapids. 

" Resolved,  That  we  mutually  promise  and  agree  to  pay  annually  the  sum  of  two 
dollars  each  toward  the  support  and  perpetuity  of  the  Home  for  aged  Masons  and 
widows  of  Masons  in  the  state  of  Michigan  (until  otherwise  changed  by  order  of , 
and  consent  of,  the  majority  of  the  members  of  any  convention  called  for  and  in  the 
interest  of  said  Masonic  Home)  and  that  we  will  aid  with  our  counsel  and  advice  the 
perpetuity  of  said  Home  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  ability. 

"The  above  in  parenthesis  means  the  extension  of  territory  beyond  the  state  of 
Michigan,  and  may  also  include  masonic  orphans. 99 


44o 


FREEMASOMRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


The  first  four  persons  who  signed  this  pledge  were  John  D.  Jen- 
nings, Charles  P.  Bigelow,  L.  A.  Rogers  and  Jacob  Barth.  Brother 
Jennings  kept  pushing  the  work  along  until  he  had  a  fair  number  of 
subscribers,  when  a  meeting  was  called  on  November  5,  1885,  at  the 
Masonic  Hall  in  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  As- 
sociation was  organized.  The  first  Board  of  Trustees  consisted  of 
Brothers  Charles  P.  Bigelow,  John  D.  Jennings,  Homer  W.  Nash,  Jacob 
Barth,  C.  D.  Stebbins,  W.  C.  Denison,  Samuel  E.  Watson,  Thomas  D. 
Bradfield,  William  Steele,  George  W.  Thompson,  E.  J.  Norton  and  E. 
E.  Winsor.  The  association  was  incorporated  under  the  state  law,  the 
articles  of  association  being  as  follows: 

ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION 

OF  THE 

MICHIGAN  MASONIC  HOME. 

FOR  AGED,  DECREPIT  OR  DESTITUTE  MASONS,  MASON'S  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  members  of  the  Order  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  being  desirous  of  associating  ourselves  for  charitable 
purposes,  do  hereby  form  the  Association  known  as  the  "Michigan  Masonic  Home," 
as  provided  by  Chapter  165  of  Howell's  Amended  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 


Jno.  D.  Jennings,  Grand  Rapids. 
Wm.  Dunham,  Grand  Rapids. 
E.  J.  Horton,  Grand  Rapids. 
W.  C.  Denison,  Grand  Rapids. 
Charles  F.  Cobb,  Grand  Rapids. 
A.  J.  Elliott,  Grand  Rapids. 
T.  J.  Lucas,  Grand  Rapids. 
Fred  K.  Baker,  Grand  Rapids. 
U.  S.  Hayes,  Grand  Rapids. 
A.  H.  Fowle,  Grand  Rapids. 
R.  F.  Morse,  Whitehall. 
H.  C.  Taft,  Grand  Rapids. 
Thos.  D.  Bradfield,  Grand  Rapids. 
Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Rapids. 
C.  D.  Stebbins,  Sparta. 


Edward  D.  Benedict,  Grand  Rapids. 
Jacob  Barth,  Grand  Rapids. 
Samuel  E.  Watson,  Grand  Rapids. 
Geo.  W.  Thompson,  Grand  Rapids. 
J.  L.  Anderson,  Grand  Rapids. 
Homer  W.  Nash,  Grand  Rapids. 
R.  D.  Swartout,  Grand  Rapids. 
John  T.  Holmes,  Grand  Rapids. 
A.  B.  Kennan,  Grand  Rapids. 
J.  Goldsmith,  Jr.,  Grand  Rapids. 
V.  V.  Campbell,  Grand  Rapids. 
A.  B.  Botsford,  Grand  Rapids. 
Geo.  B.  Catlin,  Grand  Rapids. 
Crawford  Angell,  Grand  Rapids. 
Chas.  S.  Robinson,  Grand  Rapids. 


Andrew  T.  McReynolds,  Grand  Rapids.   Victor  H.  Middleton,  Grand  Rapids. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


441 


SECOND. 


The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  "Michigan  Masonic  Home,"  and  its 
office  for  the  transaction  of  its  business  located  in  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  State  of 
Michigan,  and  the  period  for  which  it  is  incorporated  is  thirty  years. 


THIRD. 

The  object  for  which  the  Association  is  organized  and  incorporated  is  to  provide 
for  and  maintain,  at  or  near  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  State  of  Michigan,  a  Home 
for  aged,  decrepit  or  destitute  Masons,  Mason's  widows  and  orphans,  and  to  provide 
for  their  moral,  physical  and  intellectual  culture. 

FOURTH. 

The  number  of  Trustees  shall  be  fourteen,  including  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  one-third  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected  and  serve  for  three  years  in 
the  primary  functions  of  said  Board  of  Trustees;  one- third  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
one-third  for  two  years,  and  one-third  for  three  years.  The  regular  officers  shall  be 
a  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  President  and  Vice- 
President  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  Association  and  hold  their  office  for  one 
year  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified.  The  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  at  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the 
City  of  Grand  Rapids,  State  of  Michigan,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  at  7:30 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  of  each  year.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

FIFTH. 

The  terms  and  conditions  of  membership  are  that  any  person  being  a  Free  Ma- 
son may  become  a  Life  Member  of  this  Association  on  payment  of  Fifty  Dollars,  and 
an  Active  Member  by  paying  the  sum  of  Two  Dollars  per  annum;  and  any  person 
not  a  Free  Mason  may  become  an  Honorary  Member;  and  in  case  of  an  Honorary 
Member,  the  person  proposed  for  membership  shall  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all 
the  Trustees  elected  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Association  before  he  can  become 
an  Honorary  member. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  5th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1885. 

John  D.  Jennings,  [l.  s.]  Edward  D.  Benedict,     [l.  s.] 

Wm.  Dunham,        41  Jacob  Barth, 

E.  J.  Horton,  11  Samuel  E.  Watson, 

W.  C.  Denison,       41  Geo.  W.  Thompson, 

Charles  F.  Cobb,      "  J.  L.  Anderson, 

Homer  W.  Nash,     44  A.  B.  Kennan, 

A.  H.  Fowle,  44  John  Goldsmith, 

R.  F.  Morse,  11  H.  C.  Taft, 

V.  V.  Campbell,       44  A.  B.  Botsford, 

Thos.  D.  Bradfield,  44  A.  J.  Elliott, 

R.  D.  Swartout.       14  T.  J.  Lucas, 
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Fred  K.  Baker,    [i,.  s.]  U.  S.  Hayes,  [c.s.] 

Geo.  B.  Catlin,        "  Win.  P.  Innes, 

Crawford  Angell,      "  CD.  Stebbins, 

C.F.Robinson,       "  Andrew  T.  McReynolds,  " 

V.  H.  Middleton,     tc  John  T.  Holmes, 

STATE  OF  MICHIGAN,  ) 
County  of  Kent.  J 

On  this  fifth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1885,  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and 
for  said  county,  personally  came  the  above  named  John  D.  Jennings,  Edward  D. 
Benedict,  Wm.  Dunham,  Jacob  Barth,  E.  J.  Horton,  Samuel  E.  Watson,  W.  C. 
Denison,  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  C.  F.  Cobb,  J.  L.  Anderson,  H.  W.  Nash,  A.  J.  El- 
liott, R.  D.  Swartout,  T.  J.  Lucas,  F.  K.  Baker,  U.  S.  Hayes,  A.  B.  Kennan,  A.  H. 
Fowle,  John  Goldsmith,  R.  F.  Morse,  H.  C.  Taft,  V.  V.  Campbell,  A.  B.  Botsford, 
Thos.  D.  Bradfield,  Geo.  B.  Catlin,  Wm  P.  Innes,  Crawford  Angell,  C.  D.  Stebbins, 
A.  T.  McReynolds,  V.  H.  Middleton,  John  T.  Holmes  and  Charles  S.  Robinson, 
who  appeared  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1885,  known  to  me  to  be  the 
persons  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  severally  acknowledged  the 
same  to  be  their  free  act  and  deed,  for  the  purposes  contained  theirin. 

EUGENE  E.  WINSOR, 
Notary  Public,  Kent  County,  Michigan. 

The  association  then  adopted  the  following  By-Laws: 

BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

MICHIGAN  MASONIC  HOME  ASSOCIATION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  i.  This  Association  shall  consist  of  Life,  Active  and  Honorary  Mem- 
bers. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  being  a  Free  Mason  may  become  a  Life  Member  of  this 
Association  on  payment  of  Fifty  ($50.00)  Dollars;  and  an  Active  Member  by  paying 
the  sum  of  Two  ($2.00)  Dollars  per  annum;  and  any  person  not  a  Free  Mason  may 
become  an  Honorary  Member;  Provided,  that  no  person  not  a  Mason  shall  be  eligible 
to  membership  until  his  or  her  name  shall  have  first  been  proposed  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  he  or  she  shall  have  been  accepted  by  them  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
all  the  members. 

Sec.  3.  All  Life  and  Active  Members,  and  such  Honorary  Members  only  as 
are  Free  Masons,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  and  to  all  the  other  privileges  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Sec.  4.    The  annual  dues  of  Active  Members  shall  be  payable  to  the  Secretary 
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on  or  before  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year,  and  any  member  who  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  his  dues,  as  herein  provided,  shall,  by  that  act,  cease  to  be  a 
member  of  this  Association. 

Sec.  5.  The  dues  for  Life  Membership  may  be  pro- rated  on  a  basis  of  five 
years — one-fifth  of  the  sum  being  payable  at  the  time  of  application,  and  the  remain- 
ing four-fifths  in  equal  installments  on  or  before  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting,  in 
the  four  years  then  succeeding.  Provided,  that  if  any  person  who  has  been  admit- 
ted to  Life  Membership  on  these  terms  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  any  of  said  an- 
nual installments  as  they  shall  become  due,  he  shall,  by  that  act,  cease  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Association,  and  all  payments  made  on  such  membership  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  II. 

THE  TRUSTEES. 

Sec.  i  .  The  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  Association  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President  nnd  Vice-President,  who  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, and  a  Hoard  of  twelve  other  Trustees,  all  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  As- 
sociation a: id  residents  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Sec.  2.  Said  Board  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes  of  four  each,  and  num- 
bered consecutively;  the  term  of  office  of  the  first  class  to  expire  on  the  day  of  the 
annual  election  in  January,  1887;  the  second  class  one  year  thereafter;  and  the  third 
class  two  years  thereafter;  and  at  every  annual  election  thereafter  the  members  shall 
elect,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  a  number  of  Trustees  equal  to  the  number  in  the 
class  whose  term  expires  on  the  day  of  election ;  but  in  every  case  a  Trustee  shall 
hold  his  office  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  3.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  from  death,  removal  or  otherwise,  the 
same  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  Trustees  until  the  next  ensuing  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Association,  when  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  election,  for  the  balance 
of  the  term,  by  the  members  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  The  Trustees  shall  have  exclusive  control  of  the  affairs  and  direction 
of  all  the  business  transactions  of  this  Association,  and  of  its  property  and  effects. 
They  shall  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning  their  meetings  and 
modes  of  transacting  their  business.  They  shall  erect  all  necessary  buildings  for  the 
purposes  of  a  Home,  make  all  necessary  repairs  and  improvements,  and  take  charge 
of  the  Home  to  see  that  its  affairs  are  properly  conducted.  They  shall  see  that  strict 
discipline  is  maintained,  and  that  employment  and  education  are  provided  for  the  in- 
mates. They  are  authorized  to  make  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  furniture,  ap- 
paratus, tools,  stock,  provisions  and  everything  necessary  to  properly  equip  the  in- 
stitution, and  to  maintain  and  operate  the  same;  Proinded,  they  shall  incur  no  ex- 
pense nor  contract  any  debt  beyond  the  appropriations  made  by  the  Association. 
They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  all  such  officers  and  agents  not  herein  otherwise 
provided  for,  as  may  be  needed  for  the  successful  management  of  the  Home  and  the 
full  attainment  of  the  objects  of  this  Association;  to  define  their  duties,  to  fix  thei 
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compensation,  to  remove  and  discharge  them,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  wel- 
fare of  the  institution  demands  it,  and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  admission  of  inmates  and  government  of  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  The  Trustees  shall  have  regular  stated  meetings  on  the  first  Monday 
evening  of  each  month,  and  special  meetings  at  such  time  as  they  may  desire,  and 
at  all  meetings  a  majority  of  the  Board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business.  All  stated  meetings  shall  be  held  at  the  Home,  and  on  every  such  oc- 
casion they  shall  duly  inspect  the  same,  and  they  or  any  of  them  may  visit  and  in- 
spect the  same  at  any  time  pending  the  erection  or  purchase  of  suitable  buildings. 
They  shall  hold  their  meetings  at  such  place  as  they  may  designate. 

Sec.  6.  The  Trustees  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services;  but  the 
actual  expenses  of  each  of  them,  while  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be 
audited  by  the  Board  and  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  III. 

OFFICERS. 

Sec.  i.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President  and  Vice- 
President,  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  Association;  and  a  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  all  of  whom 
shall  be  members  of  the  Association;  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary  in 
the  due  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  this  Association,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  in  their  discretion. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be  ex-qfficio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

Sec.  i.  The  President  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  this  Association. 
He  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees; 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  case  of  a  tie  vote  only;  shall  execute  all  writings,  ob- 
ligatory, made  by  the  Association  or  Board  of  Trustees;  shall  have  the  custody  of 
all  bonds  executed  by  the  officers  of  the  Association  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  in  addition  to  the  specific  duties  elsewhere  imposed  by  these  By- 
Laws,  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  direct,  and  shall 
receive  therefor  such  compensation  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  deem  just. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  appoint,  at  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  following  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  such  standing 
committees  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  determine. 

Sec.  3.  In  case  of  the  death,  disability,  or  removal  of  the  President,  his  duties 
shall  devolve  upon  the  Vice-President. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


445 


ARTICLE  V. 

SECRETARY. 

Sec.  i.  The  Secretary  shall  be  Secretary  of  the  annual  and  special  meetings 
of  the  Association,  and  shall  also  act  as  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  shall 
keep  a  record  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  Association  and  the  Board  of  Trustees; 
shall  keep  all  necessary  books  and  accounts  of  the  Association;  file  and  preserve  all 
papers,  documents  and  instruments  of  the  Association  required  to  be  kept  in  his 
office;  receive  all  applications  for  admission  to  the  Home,  and  issue  permits  therefor, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  generally  perform  all  such  other 
and  further  duties  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may,  from  time  to  time,  impose,  and 
shall  receive  therefor  such  compensation  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  deem  just. 

Sec.  2.  All  books,  records,  instruments,  obligations,  papers  and  files  belong- 
ing to  and  required  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  and  all  other  things 
and  property  belonging  to  the  Association  and  not  required  to  be  kept  in  any  other 
office,  or  by  some  other  officer,  shall  be  kept  and  preserved  by  the  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

TREASURER. 

Sec.  i.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  moneys  due  or  belonging  to 
this  Association,  from  whatever  source  derived,  and  any  member,  officer  or  agent  in- 
to whose  hands  any  moneys  rightfully  belonging  to  this  Association  may  chance  to 
come,  shall  pay  all  such  moneys  in  full  to  the  Secretary,  who  shall,  without  delay, 
pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

Sec  2.  The  Treasurer  shall  not  pay  out  any  of  the  funds  of  this  Association 
except  on  proper  vouchers  drawn  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  signed  by  the 
Secretary  and  countersigned  by  the  President  or  Vice-President,  and  the  original 
orders  upon  which  such  funds  are  paid  out  shall  be  returned  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Trustees  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  and  there  permanently  preserved, 
and  the  President  shall  give  his  receipt  to  the  Treasurer  for  said  orders  when  re- 
turned, showing  in  detail  their  numbers  and  amounts,  which  receipt  shall  be  a  final 
clearance  of  the  Treasurer  from  all  further  responsibility  for  said  moneys  so  paid. 

Sec  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  an  itemized  account  showing,  under  appro- 
priate heads,  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  with  the  date  when  and  the  parties 
from  or  to  whom  the  same  were  received  or  paid,  and  also  the  current  number  of  the 
order  of  the  Trustees  upon  which  each  cash  payment  is  made;  and  for  said  services 
shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  deem  just. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

BONDS  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sec  i.  The  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  such£other  officers  as  may  be  required 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
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shall  each  give  a  bond  payable  to  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  in  such  amounts  and 
with  such  sureties — not  less  that  two — as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, conditioned  for  the  safe  keeping  and  disbursement  of  all  moneys  and  property 
coming  into  their  hands  as  such  officers,  and  for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  their 
official  duties. 

Sec.  2.  Said  bonds,  when  properly  executed,  shall  be  placed  in  the  custody  of 
the  President  of  this  Association. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

MEETINGS. 

Sec.  i.  The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  at  the  City  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  on  the  first  Monday  of 11  January  in  each  year,  commencing 
at  7:30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day;  but,  if  from  any  cause  such  annual  meet- 
ing shall  not  be  held  at  the  time  or  place  fixed  by  these  By-Laws,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  call  a  special  meeting,  and  to  notify  all  members  of  the 
Association,  by  a  written  or  printed  notice,  directed  to  them  at  their  place  of  resi- 
dence, which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  post  office  with  the  postage  thereon  prepaid, 
at  least  ten  days  prior  to  such  meeting;  and  at  such  special  meeting  the  members 
may  elect  officers  and  trustees,  and  do  any  other  business  that  might  have  been  done 
by  them  at  the  regular  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  2.  After  a  meeting  has  been  regularly  organized  it  may  be  adjourned 
from  time  to  time  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  no  further  notice  to  members 
shall  be  deemed  necessary;  and  any  business  may  be  transacted  at  such  adjourned 
meeting  that  might  have  been  done  at  the  original  meeting. 

Sec  3.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Association,  the  votes  of  the  members  shall  be 
cast  in  person,  and  each  and  every  Life  and  Active  Member,  and  such  Honorary 
Members  as  are  Free  Masons,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Sec  4.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Association,  fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the^transaction  of  business,  and'  a  majority  of  all  present  shall  in  all 
cases  be  sufficient  to  constitute  an  affirmative  vote. 

Sec.  5.  Special  .meetings  maybe  called  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  by  giving 
personally  directed  notices  to'  every  member  of  the  Association,  at  least  ten  days 
prior  thereto,  which  notice  shall  set  forth  the  particular  business  to  be  proposed  at 
such  meeting,  and  no  other  business  shall  be  transacted. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
ELECTIONS. 

SEC.  i.  The  annnal  election  of  officers  and  trustees  shall  be  conducted  by 
ballot,  under  the  direction  of  three  inspectors.  They  shall  receive  the  votes,  canvass 
same,  and  make  report  to  the  Association  of  the  number  of  votes  received  by  each 
candidate,  and^shall  certify  the  names  of  the  persons  elected,  which  report  and 
certificate  shall  be  recorded  as  provided  by  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Association. 
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Sec.  2.  Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  annual  meeting  and  elec- 
tion, at  least  ten  days  prior  thereto,  shall  be  given  by  publication  in  each  daily 
newspaper  published  in  the  State  and  having  a  general  circulation,  as  the  Board  of 
Trustees  may  direct. 

ARTICLE  X. 

FISCAL  YEAR. 

Sec.  i  .  The  fiscal  year  of  this  Association  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  and  close  on  the  last  day  of  December  thereafter. 

Sec.  2.  The  official  term  of  office  of  each  officer  or  trustee  shall  commence  on 
the  day  succeeding  the  annual  meeting,  and  end  on  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting, 
and  be  for  the  length  of  time  hereinbefore  mentioned,  respectively. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Sec.  i.  The  primary  control  and  disposal  of  the  funds  and  property  of  this 
Association  shall  always  remain  with  the  members.  General  and  special  appropria- 
tions shall  be  made  each  year  to  cover  the  expenditures  of  the  coming  year,  upon 
estimates  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  application  of  such  appro- 
priation be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  Provided,  that  if,  from 
any  cause,  the  appropriation  for  general  or  ordinary  expenses  shall  be  exhausted 
prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  the  Board  of  Trustees,  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  all  the  members  thereof,  may  draw  from  any  of  the  unappropriated 
funds  in  the  Treasury  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  deficit  then  appearing. 

Sec.  2.  All  appropriations  for  ordinary  expenses  may  be  drawn  at  any  time 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  but  no  portion  of  any  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection,  furnishing  or  repairs  of  any  building,  or  for  the  doing  of  any 
work,  or  for  any  purpose  other  than  ordinary  expenses,  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  advance  of  the  work  done  or  material  furnished,  and  then  only  upon 
proper  estimates  thereof,  approved  by  the  Trustees,  which  estimates  shall  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  and  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  members.  No 
appropriation  which  shall  have  been  made  for  one  purpose  shall  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose,  and  no  portion  of  any  appropriation  for  any  purpose  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  before  it  shall  be  required  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been 
made. 

Sec.  3.  On  motion  for  the  expenditure  of  moneys  by  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  and  entered  upon  the  records. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Section  i.  The  Standing  Committee  of  this  Association  shall  be  nominated 
by  the  President  as  soon  after  the  annual  meeting  as  convenient,  and  not  later  than 
the  regular  meeting  in  February,  and  be: 
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i st.  Executive  Committee  of  five  members,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  busi- 
ness of  the  Association  as  shall  be  referred  to  them.  They  shall  have  charge  of  all 
solicitors  for  membership,  except  as  provided  for  by  the  Endowment  Committee; 
make  contracts  with  solicitors  when  so  directed  by  the  Board,  and  recommend  from 
time  to  time  such  plans  as  in  their  judgment  will  be  most  successful.  All  matters 
pertaining  to  membership  and  all  general  entertainments,  shall  be  referred  to  them. 
The  Secretary  shall,  when  a  trustee,  be  a  member  of  this  committee. 

2d.  A  committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds,  of  five  members,  who  shall  have 
general  charge  of  the  buildings,  grounds  and  other  property  in  and  about  the  Home. 
Also  have  general  charge  of  all  employes  in  and  about  the  Home,  define  their  gen- 
eral duties  and  fix  their  compensation,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
keep  the  property  of  the  Association  properly  insured,  and  report  to  the  Board  from 
time  to  time  such  improvements  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

3d.  A  Committee  on  Supplies,  of  five  members,  one  only  of  whom  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds,  who  shall  purchase  all  sup- 
plies needed  for  the  house  and  farm,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
In  all  cases  public  bids  shall  be  received  for  furnishing  all  supplies  at  such  times  and 
in  such  quantities  as  may  best  conduce  to  the  interest  of  the  Home.  They  are  au- 
thorized to  call  at  any  time  upon  the  Matron  or  Superintendent  for  a  special  report. 
This  committee  is  not  authorized  to  expend  an  amount  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  any  one  month  without  an  affirmative  vote  of  the  Board.  They  shall  make 
regular  monthly  statements  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  with  vouchers  for  all  pur- 
chases. 

4th.  A  Committee  on  Admissions  and  Discharges,  of  five  members,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  being  one,  when  a  trustee,  who  shall  pass  upon  all  applicants  for 
admission  to  and  discharge  from  the  Home,  and  to  whom  all  grievances  shall  be  re- 
ferred. This  committee  shall  make  a  written  report  to  the  Board  at  each  of  its  meet- 
ings, touching  all  matters  relating  to  their  duties. 

5th.  A  Committee  on  Printing,  of  three  members,  who  shall  have  charge  of 
and  contract  for  all  printing  and  stationery  necessary. 

6th.  A  Committee  on  finance,  of  three  members,  who  shall  audit  all  bills  and 
pass  on  the  monthly  and  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

7th.  A  Committee  on  Endowment,  of  five  members,  who  shall  have  charge  of 
all  matters  relating  to  the  raising  and  management  of  an  endowment  fund  for  the 
Home.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  shall  be  one  of  this  committee.  This  committee 
shall  report  from  time  to  time  to  the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  chairman  of  each  committee  must  call  a  meeting  of  his  committee 
before  taking  action,  and  must  keep  in  a  book  a  record  of  all  business  transacted  by 
his  committee,  which  book  shall  be  the  property  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  3.    The  President  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio  of  all  committees. 

Sec.  4.    All  proposed  amendments  to  the  rules  for  government  of  the  Hornet 
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articles  of  Association  or  By-Laws,  shall  be  proposed  in  writing  at  one  regular  meet- 
ing and  lay  over  until  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  if  approved  by  a  majority  of 
the  entire  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  declared  so  amended,  notice  having  been  given 
each  Trustee  of  such  proposed  amendment. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  all  the  details  of  the  organization  had 
been  attended  to,  two  solicitors  were  engaged  to  solicit  donations  and 
membership  throughout  the  state.  R.  M.  Hazlett  and  F.  K.  Morse  un- 
dertook this  work  and  were  so  successful  in  their  efforts  that  by  the 
close  of  the  year  1887,  fwo  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  active 
members  had  been  enrolled.  This,  added  to  the  successful  work  of 
Brother  Jennings  in  Grand  Rapids,  made  the  prospects  for  the  Home 
look  very  flattering.  Many  brethren  of  that  city  contributed  fifty  dol- 
lars and  one  hundred  dollars  each,  and  members  of  the  business  firms 
of  that  city  vied  with  the  Masons  in  contributing  like  amounts. 

The  prospects  looking  so  flattering  for  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, the  Board  of  Trustees  determined  to  commence  operations  look- 
ing toward  building  without  further  delay.  In  the  summer  of  1887 
they  purchased  a  site  for  the  Home.  This  was  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  acres  fronting  on  the  beautiful  Reed's  Lake,  about  four 
miles  from  the  city.  This  farm  cost  $10,000  and  in  a  short  time  eighty 
acres  of  this  was  sold  to  other  parties  for  just  what  the  whole  plat  cost, 
leaving  the  Home  thirty-two  acres  immediately  adjoining  and  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  as  a  site  for  the  Home,  all  free  and  clear  of  debt. 

The  next  step  of  the  Association  was  to  secure  plans  for  a  suitable 
building.  One  set  of  plans  prepared  by  Architect  Osgood  contemplated 
a  structure  on  a  most  grand  and  elaborate  scale.  This  plan  is  shown  in 
the  accompanying  engraving.  It  does  not  represent  the  Home  as  final- 
ly designed  and  erected,  but  was  a  sort  of  a  vision  of  this  architect,  and 
embodies  his  ideas  of  the  possibilities  of  such  an  institution.  A  descrip- 
tion of  a  building  on  the  plan  here  shown  was  given  in  one  of  the  Grand 
Rapids  dailies  when  the  corner-stone  of  the  Home  was  laid,  and  will  be 
of  interest  here,  as  showing  some  of  the  ideas  and  thoughts,  out  of  which 
grew  the  Home  as  it  finally  assumed  tangible  form  and  shape. 

The  cut  represents  the  proposed  Masonic  Home  building,  to  be  erected  on  the 
shore  of  Reed's  Lake  by  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  Association.  The  picture  is 
taken  from  the  drawings  made  by  Architect  Osgood,  and  gives  a  correct  representa- 
tion of  the  building  as  it  will  appear  when  finished,  except  that  the  tower  will  not 
be  as  high  as  it  appears  in  the  cut,  the  directors  having  decided  that  the  general 
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appearance  of  the  building  will  be  improved  by  making  the  tower  a  little  lower  than 
proposed  by  the  plans. 

The  building,  according  to  the  plans  by  Architect  Osgood,  will  be  of  Roman- 
esque design  in  a  modified  form.  The  style  is  bold,  handsome  and  attractive,  and 
well  adapted  for  light  and  ventilation.  The  structure  is  in  the  form  of  the  letter  L. 
with  a  tower  on  the  northwest  corner,  rising  to  an  altitude  of  100  feet  from  the 
ground. 

The  outer  wall  of  the  building  on  the  north  and  west  sides  will  be  of  re- pressed 
brick,  rock- faced  stone  and  terra  cotta,  with  ornamental  brick  trimmings.  The 
north  and  south  fronts  measure  130  feet  each.  The  basement  story  will  be  10  feet, 
first  story  13  feet,  and  second  story  12  feet,  attic  story  11  feet.  The  basement  will 
contain  lavoratory,  laundry,  store  rooms,  bakery,  smoking  room  and  apparatus. 

The  main  entrance  will  be  through  an  open  vestible  in  the  tower,  the  vestibule 
to  be  wainscotted  with  tile  and  terra  cotta,  and  granite  columes  will  adorn  either 
side  of  the  entrance.  A  12 -foot  hall  leads  to  the  staircase  hall  31  feet  square,  with 
halls  running  east  and  south  therefrom.  On  the  first  floor  will  be  located  the  super- 
intendent's room,  board  or  secretary's  room,  library  and  reading  room,  18x32;  din- 
ing room,  28x40;  kitchen,  officers'  room,  serving  room  and  sitting  room.  Three  wide 
flights  of  stairs,  finished  in  red  oak,  lead  to  the  second  story. 

In  the  second  floor  similar  hallways  will  run  in  the  same  direction  as  those  on 
the  first  floor.  The  family  rooms  of  the  superintendent  will  occupy  the  northwest 
comer.  The  room  over  the  dining  room,  34x42,  will  be  used  as  an  amusement 
room.  The  other  rooms  on  this  floor  will  be  used  as  chambers,  of  which  there  are 
24.  A  sitting-room  occupies  the  northeast  end,  also  school  room  on  the  north-west 
corner. 

The  third  floor  will  contain  the  hospital  and  convalescent  room,  with  attendants' 
room  between.  The  hospital  department  may,  however,  be  removed  to  a  separate 
building  later.  A  hall  30x40  feet  in  size  will  occupy  part  of  this  floor  and  is  intend- 
ed to  be  used  for  Masonic  communications.  The  servants'  chambers  and  other 
rooms  will  also  occupy  the  third  floor.  The  interior  will  be  finished  in  red  oak  and 
butternut  throughout,  with  maple  floors  in  hallways,  dining-room,  smoking-room, 
etc. 

The  heating  and  ventilation  is  admirably  provided  for.  The  boilers  in  the 
basement,  which  are  to  be  placed  sufficiently  low  for  condensation,  will  furnish 
steam  for  machinery  and  also  heating  purposes.  Warmed  fresh  air  will  be  furnished 
by  the  connection  of  fresh  air  ducts  with  the  heating  chambers.  By  the  ventilation 
system  warm  fresh  air  will  be  introduced  to  the  hall  passages,  from  thence  into  other 
parts  of  the  building.  The  heating  part  will  be  distinct  from  the  ventilating  system, 
so  that  either  can  be  used  at  will. 

The  openings  over  most  of  the  doors  will  be  of  open  fret  work,  instead  of 
transoms.  The  ventilation  will  be  such  as  to  change  the  atmosphere  three  times  per 
hour.    Grates  are  also  provided  in  certain  rooms. 
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The  water  supply  system  will  consist  of  two  iron  tanks  in  the  tower  of  150 
barrel  capacity,  and  one  of  50  barrel  capacity,  pumped  up  by  steam,  the  latter  to  be 
used  for  warm  water  in  bath  rooms,  etc.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  will  be 
about  $60,000. 

A  comparison  of  this  engraving  with  the  one  on  another  page  show- 
ing the  Home  as  it  actually  is  to-day,  will  show  that  the  parts  of  the 
building  at  the  right  hand  in  the  picture  shown  above,  are  very  similar 
to  the  building  as  now  constructed,  so  that  when  it  is  found  necessary 
to  enlarge  its  present  capacity,  the  Home  may  finally  present  an  ap- 
pearance not  unlike  this  design,  and  in  the  course  of  time,  these  plans 
may  change  from  a  "vision"  to  a  reality. 

In  the  prospectus  issued  by  the  Association,  the  object  is  stated  as 
follows: 

"The  object  being  one  of  benevolence  and  charity  must  of  necessity  assume  the 
character  of  an  appeal  to  all  who  have  taken  upon  themselves  that  obligation  which 
calls  for  the  display  of  brotherly  love,  as  well  also  as  all  benevolently  inclined  per- 
sons. Yet  we  feel  that  in  another  sense  than  that  of  benevolence  and  charity  will  it 
commend  itself  to  all  for  support,  namely;  that  of  economy  and  usefulness;  for,  as 
is  well  known,  every  Masonic  Lodge  has  its  poor  and  destitute  to  care  for,  and  in 
many  instances  the  burde?i,  if  it  be  so  termed,  is  unevenly  borne.  Lodges  with 
limited  resources  will  be  encumbered  by  many  needy  ones,  who,  from  the  very  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  cannot  be  properly  cared  for,  while  other  more  favored  lodges 
may  exist  and  their  burdens  be  exceeding  light.  By  the  establishment  of  this 
"Home"  we  hope  to  overcome  or  correct  this  seeming  evil,  as  far  as  possible,  by 
gaining  the  assistance  of  all  Masons  in  the  support  of  the  needy  ones,  and  thus 
spread  the  burden  alike  upon  all,  and  by  so  doing  sustain  our  assertion  of  its  useful- 
ness, and  it  will  devolve  upon  ourselves  to  maintain  its  economical  advantages  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Association. 

And,  to  be  more  explicit,  the  Home  is  intended  as  a  retreat  for  the  worthy  un- 
fortunate Masons  and  their  wives,  widows  and  children.  Here  they  will  be  received 
and  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  a  Home  in  the  fullest  sense. 
The  inmates  will  receive  every  care,  efficient  medical  treatment  and  nursing  when 
ill;  they  will  have  books  and  papers,  be  furnished  with  light  employment  if  they 
desire  it,  and  the  declining  years  made  as  bright  and  comfortable  as  human  efforts 
and  love  can  make  them. 

The  children  of  deceased  Masons  will  be  taken  and  carefully  trained  and  edu- 
cated, receiving  every  kindness  and  love,  be  well  clothed,  with  plenty  of  food,  sur- 
rounded by  the  best  religious  and  moral  influences,  brought  up  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  fully  prepared  for  the  battle  of  life,  and  proper  employment  secured  for 
them  when  it  comes  time  to  start  for  themselves,  and  after  this  they  continue  the 
wards  of  the  Home  whose  influence  surrounds  and  follows  as  a  guardian  angel. 
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All  this,  too,  free  from  that  feeling  of  dependence  which  is  felt  by  inmates  of 
other  public  institutions.  Those  who  come  or  are  sent  to  the  Home  will  not  be  re- 
ceived or  considered  as  charges  or  waifs  of  charity:  not  as  dependents  upon  public 
generosity  or  benevolence,  but  as  we  receive  our  own  children  and  relatives,  they 
come  the  objects  of  our  personal  love.  They  are  our  parents,  our  brothers  or  sisters, 
or  our  children  in  the  great  family  of  Masonry,  which,  in  substance,  is  the  strong, 
grand,  practical  exemplification  of  the  "Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
Man." 

The  Board  of  Trustees  now  determined  to  enter  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  without  further  delay,  believing  that  this  great  fra- 
ternity would  provide  the  means  as  needed  to  carry  on  the  work.  They 
wisely  determined  to  erect  only  a  part  of  the  building  at  first,  adding 
the  other  parts  later  as  the  demands  required.  The  structure,  then,  as 
it  now  appears,  really  represents  only  one  wing  of  the  building  original- 
ly contemplated. 

All  things  being  in  readiness,  ground  was  broken  and  the  founda- 
tion built,  and  on  May  21,  1889,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  by  Grand 
Master  W.  Irving  Babcock,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  having  been  called  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  Grand  Commandery  was  holding  its  annual  conclave  at  that 
time,  and  Grand  Commander  Charles  P.  Bigelow  tendered  the  service 
of  that  Body  and  its  subordinates  as  special  escort  upon  this  occasion. 
This  was  accepted  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  grand  display  made 
by  the  Templars  added  much  to  the  splendor  of  the  parade  connected 
with  the  exercises. 

At  1 1  o'clock  all  who  were  entitled  or  wanted  to  participate  in  the 
parade,  rendezvoused  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Bridge  streets,  and  at 
11:30  o'clock  the  column  moved  in  the  following  order: 

Platoon  of  Police, 
Chief  Marshal  H.  F.  Hastings  and  Staff, 
Band, 

Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan, 
Grand  Lodge  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Michigan, 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Masonic  Home, 
Judge  and  Officials  of  United  States  Court, 
Judge  and  Officials  Superior  Court, 
Judge  and  Officials  Circuit  Court, 
Judge  and  Officials  Probate  Court, 
Judge  and  Officials  Police  Court, 
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Mayor,  Common  Council  and  City  Officials, 

Board  of  Public  Works, 
Board  of  Police  and  Fire  Commissioners, 
City  Officials, 
Band, 

Constituent  Lodges  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Then  came  the  following  subordinate  Commanderies  Knights  Tem- 
plar of  the  jurisdiction:  Detroit,  De  Molai,  Peninsular,  Niles,  Muskegon, 
Big  Rapids,  St.  Johns,  Charlotte,  Three  Rivers,  and  Battle  Creek.  The 
Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  came  next,  and  then  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Rapids  lodges  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  led  the  Sec- 
ond Division  of  the  procession,  nearly  one  thousand  strong,  and  follow- 
ing them  were  lodges  from  twenty  different  points  in  the  state. 

Senator  Stockbridge,  Judge  Burch,  Congressman  Belknapp, 
Judges  Champlin  and  Morse  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Col.  A.  T. 
McReynolds — the  oldest  Knight  Templar,  if  not  the  oldest  Mason,  in 
the  state — took  part  in  the  procession,  and  by  their  presence  endorsed 
the  work  of  the  craft  in  this  direction. 

AT  THE  LAKE. 

Immediately  upon  arriving  at  the  site  of  the  home,  the  brethren 
marched  to  the  tables  that  had  been  erected  and  covered  with  the  sub- 
stantiate of  life  for  their  benefit. 

After  refreshments  came  a  most  eloquent  address  by  P.  G.  M. 
Hugh  McCurdy. 

This  was  no  ordinary  occasion  that  brought  together  the  craft  from 
all  parts  of  the  state.  It  was  a  gathering  of  the  best  minds  to  see  and 
participate  in  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  a  building  dedicated  to 
charity,  and  in  time  to  become  a  home  for  the  aged  and  infirm  Masons, 
their  widows  and  orphans. 

After  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  were  concluded, 
Brother  H.  F.  Hastings  mounted  the  platform  and  after  a  brief  but  im- 
passioned appeal,  several  thousand  dollars  were  pledged  upon  the  spot, 
to  aid  in  building  the  Home. 

The  work  of  erecting  the  building  was  pushed  along  without  any 
delay,  and  as  the  walls  steadily  continued  to  rise,  so  did  the  hopes  of 
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those  self-sacrificing  brothers  who  were  devoting  their  time  and  efforts 
to  this  praiseworthy  undertaking. 

To  assist  in  raising  funds,  a  great  masonic  fair  was  held  in  Grand 
Rapids,  which  resulted  in  adding  over  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
building  fund.  It  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  affairs  of  the 
kind  ever  held  in  this  country.  The  ladies  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  were 
related  the  Masons  of  that  city,  vied  with  their  husbands  and  brothers 
in  working  to  make  the  fair  the  immense  success  it  proved  to  be,  and 
to  their  earnest  cooperation  and  enthusisam  much  of  that  success  was 
due. 

Such  good  progress  was  made  with  the  work  that  when  the  Grand 
Lodge  met  in  annual  communication  in  Grand  Rapids,  January  27th, 
1 89 1,  it  was  ready  for  dedication.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  the  Grand  Marshal  formed  that  Body  into  an  impos- 
ing procession  and  proceeded  to  the  Home,  when  Grand  Master  John  S. 
Cross,  assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers,  in  a  most  solemn  and  impressive 
manner  consecrated  the  building  to  universal  benevolence  and  virtue. 
Following  the  ceremony  of  dedication,  M.  W.  Brother  Hugh  McCurdy, 
who  delivered  the  formal  address  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone,  per- 
formed a  like  service  at  this  time.  This  address,  marking,  as  it  does, 
an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Home,  should  be  preserved  as  a  part  of 
that  history. 

Dedicatory  Address  of  Hugh  McCurdy. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  and  Brothers: 

A  book  has  recently  appeared  called  "The  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World.' ' 
This  greatest  thing  is  love.  Greater  than  eloquence,  greater  than  martyrdom, 
greater  than  charity  and  greater  than  faith.  Take,  says  the  writer,  unto  your 
sphere  of  labor,  where  you  are  laying  down  your  life,  that  simple  charm,  and  your 
life  work  must  succeed.  In  this  beautiful  home,  our  home,  built  here  by  loving 
hands,  what  a  proof  we  have  of  the  greatness  of  brotherly  love.  That  love  which  is 
the  chief  corner-stone  of  every  temple  we  as  Freemasons  build,  whether  it  be  a 
temple  built  as  this,  with  hands,  or  the  temples  built  in  hearts  by  kindly  deed  or 
brother's  word.  Other  foundation  for  every  deed  doth  no  free  mason  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  This  simple  charm, 
my  brothers,  you  have  indeed  taken  into  your  sphere  of  labor  here,  and  this,  your 
noblest  masonic  work,  has  been  crowned  with  a  triumphant  success,  a  success  for  which 
you  hardly  dared  to  hope.  Love  to  one  another,  that  love  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  ma- 
sonic faith,  has  in  this  work  been  the  Master  Builder;  it  issued  its  command  and 
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delighted  every  builder  who  heard  the  Master's  word,  for  his  heart  was  in  his  work 
and  the  heart  giveth  grace  to  every  art. 

THE  MASTER   BUILDER'S  COMPLETE  WORK. 

Ah,  what  a  wonderous  thing  it  is  to  note  how  many  wheels  of  toil  that  Master 
Builder  can  set  in  motion.  Where  is  the  brother's  heart,  the  true  heart  of  mother, 
sister,  wife,  friend,  that  did  not  beat  responsive  to  that  command  to  bring  hither 
its  tribute,  great  or  small,  that  the  walls  of  this  beautiful  home  might  be  builded  in 
strength  and  beauty? 

"How  skillful  grows  the  hand, 
That  obeyeth  love's  command, 
It  is  the  heart  and  not  the  brain 
That  to  the  highest  doth  attain. 
And  he  who  followeth  love's  behest, 
Far  excelleth  all  the  rest." 

At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  May  21,  1889,  we  spoke  of  this  home  as  a 
memorial  of  our  faith  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  in  the  brotherhood  of  man;  and 
now  as  with  a  look  of  joy  and  a  thrill  of  pride  we  stand  to-day  before  its  open  door, 
open  to  receive  and  gladden  the  lives  of  those  for  whom  it  has  been  planned  and 
built,  what  act  more  hallowed  than  this  act  of  dedication — a  free  will  offering  for 
those  who  shall  dwell  in  peace  and  quietness  within  its  walls.  How  eloquently 
these  doors  shall  voice  our  truth,  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  for  such 
giving  is  a  most  sacred  keeping.  The  dwellers  here  will  be  ours— our  own — not 
our  wards,  but  members  of  the  one  family  of  which  our  one  faith  in  a  common 
Father  is  the  touch  of  nature  that  makes  all  kin. 

CHARITY  MEANS  FRATERNITY. 

He  is  most  my  brother  who  most  needs  me;  this  is  masonic  creed,  and  to  this 
masonic  home  he  will  ever  be  most  welcome  who  most  needs  a  welcome  home.  As 
his  brother's  necessity  has  ever  been  the  key  to  open  every  masonic  heart,  so  will 
the  doors  of  this  home  spring  most  quickly  open  to  him  who  knocks  in  greatest 
need.  Let  me  be  understood  here.  In  the  masonic  creed  there  is  no  such  word  as 
charity,  save  it  means  fraternity — no  such  word  as  otherness,  save  it  means  brother- 
ness. 

We  believe  that  God  and  nature  linked  the  general  frame,  and  bade  self-love 
and  social  be  the  same. 

When  you  speak  of  a  mother's  charity  for  her  child,  a  husband's  charity  for 
his  wife,  a  son's  charity  for  his  mother,  then  may  you  think  of  charity  as  between 
Masons  and  his  brother  man.  Otherness,  we  know  no  such  word.  For  charity  we 
read  brotherly  love;  for  otherness  we  coin  a  word  brotherness. 

"  'Tis  the  sublime  of  man, 
Our  noon-tide  majesty,  to  know  ourselves, 
Parts  and  proportions  of  our  wondrous  whole, 
This  fraternizes  man,  this  constitutes 
Our  charities  and  bearings." 
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Those  who  shall  dwell  here  are  our  own;  in  caring  for  them  we  are  caring  for 
ourselves  as  tenderly  and  as  devotedly  as  the  mother  for  her  child,  the  true  son  for 
his  venerable  mother  and  the  loyal  husband  for  his  wife.  Every  true  woman — every 
true  man — knows  full  well  that  the  more  the  objects  of  their  care  need  them  the 
more  devotedly  and  tenderly  they  are  ministered  unto. 

NECESSITIES  ARE  LOVE'S  OPPORTUNITIES. 

Their  very  necessities  are  love's  opportunity  to  pay  its  tribute,  to  offer  its 
noblest  and  its  best.  Hither  may  those  who  need  come  with  the  assurance  that 
they  shall  receive  the  constant  healing,  beautiful  ministrations  of  spirits  bright  with 
something  of  angel  light. 

Here  masonry  bids, 

"Each  on  other  for  assistance  call 
Till  one  man's  weakness  grows  the  strength  of  all." 

Thus  broad  and  deep  have  the  foundations  of  this  home  been  laid  by  the  broad- 
gauged  and  large  hearted  brothers  who  conceived  and  have  brought  to  such  grace- 
ful completion  this  memorial  of  masonic  faith.  Thus  broad  and  deep  its  welcome; 
thus  tender  and  constant  the  ministrations  of  those  who  shall  give  loving  thought 
and  gentle  care  to  bring  sunshine  to  all  who  enter  here. 

THE  THREE  SIGNIFICANT  WORDS. 

Our  Masonic  Home:  What  repetition  in  these  three  words;  for  these  three 
words  are  one.  Tell  me  what  there  is  in  the  three  great  lights  of  masonry  that  may 
not  be  found  in  these  three  words?  Our:  The  first  word  upon  the  lips  of  the  little 
child  as  he  kneels  in  prayer  at  the  mother's  side — the  first  word  upon  every  Freema- 
son's lips  as  he  kneels  in  prayer  before  the  open  book  upon  the  sacred  altar — the 
first  word  of  that  last  prayer  which  men  breathe  and  are  not  afraid  to  go  forth  into 
the  home  of  a  Father's  love.  Our:  Write  it  upon  the  lintels  of  these  doors  that 
every  one  of  the  30,000  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  this  state,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, may  see  it  written  here  and  say  ours — our  birthright  for  our  children  and  for 
our  children's  children  for  all  time.  Masonic:  The  building  fraternity.  Here, 
brothers  in  very  deed,  is  the  perfection  of  your  building.  Here  is  a  living  stone  with 
a  new  name  written  upon  it — a  name  which  no  man  knows  save  him  who  has  re- 
ceived it.  An  affirmation  of  your  belief  that  Freemasonry  has  not  only  a  past  but  a 
present;  that  the  world  has  practically  ceased  to  ask  what  do  you  believe,  and  per- 
sistently asking  what  do  you  do;  that  the  world  has  ceased  to  ask  how  far  reaching 
into  the  past  in  your  history,  and  is  ever  asking  what  is  the  depth  and  height  and 
breadth  of  your  love  for  one  another. 

AN  ANSWER  TO  MASONRY  FOUND  HERE. 

In  this  home  men  may  find  an  answer  to  every  question  as  to  masonic  faith  and 
works.  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens,  this  is  the  command  that  these  devoted 
women  who  have  borne  so  large  a  part  in  this  noble  work,  have  so  gently  heard  and 
so  cheerfully  obeyed;  and  this  is  the  spirit  which  inspired  every  man's  heart  to  give 
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freely  to  this  practical  experience  of  his  life  and  teaching.  Our  Masonic  Home:  In 
this  trinity  of  words  there  is  one  word  which  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  casket  in 
which  we  find  our  jewels— every  jewel  that  makes  life  precious  in  our  faith.  The 
word  home.  For  masonic  faith  is  from  first  to  last  a  household  principle.  Its  car- 
dinal proposition  is  fellowship.  It  emphasizes  that  we  are  members  one  of  another. 
It  asks  every  man  11  Where  is  thy  brother?"  And  if  a  man  answer  back  "Am  I  my 
brother's  keeper?* '  it  responds  in  thunder  tones,  "Yes,  you  are.,, 

OBLIGATIONS  OF  MAN  TOWARD  MAN. 

Every  man  is  his  brother's  keeper;  every  man  is  either  giving  his  brother  more 
darkness  or  further  light.  Freemasonry  demands  of  every  man  the  use  of  his  gifts  in 
positive  achievement  for  God,  man  and  the  truth.  It  means  the  recognition  of  re- 
lationship, the  discharge  of  obligations  between  man  and  man,  husband  and  wife, 
parent  and  child.  It  means  that  man  shall  live  according  to  his  vows  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life.  It  touches  a  man's  whole  life  if  it  touch  him  at  all.  It  makes  him 
a  better  citizen,  a  more  upright  and  honest  man,  a  kinder  father  and  a  truer  husband. 
It  says  to  every  man,  you  can  never  be  a  more  faithful  Mason  than  you  are  neighbor, 
brother,  friend.  It  teaches  man  the  inner  and  most  sacred  talents  of  all  gifts.  It 
says  to  him,  if  you  have  gifts  you  have  received  them  for  man.  The  true  test  of 
your  character  is  the  use  you  make  of  your  gifts.  The  highest  form  of  gratitude 
for  a  gift  is  in  its  consecrated  use.  If  God  has  given  one  man  a  hopie  it  is  that  he 
may  help  some  poor  homeless  one  to  find  a  home.  If  he  has  taken  away  your  sor- 
row, your  want  or  loneliness,  it  is  that  the  lonely,  the  sorrowful,  those  in  want  all 
about  you  may  be  comforted  by  the  radiated  comfort  of  your  happy  soul. 

IT  IS  A  BLESSED  ECONOMY. 

In  recognition  of  these  principles  and  teachings  your  noble  men,  devoted  women 
and  happy  children  have  brought  hither  your  gifts  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  those 
who  may  live  here  in  the  sunshine  of  your  own  happy  lives,  comforted  with  the  com- 
fort ye  yourselves  have  received.  What  a  blessed  economy  this  of  money,  of  ma- 
terial, of  things  beauteous  and  costly  made  by  willing  hands;  economy  of  faith, 
prayer  and  hope.  What  a  glad  consecration  here  to-day  and  always  of  the  gifts 
which  you  have  received.  I  say  always,  for  I  need  not  assure  you  that  this  home 
built  and  so  elegantly  equipped  for  its  good  work  has  only  enlarged  your  horizon  of 
usefulness.  This  is  only  a  beginning  of  generous  gifts  that  will  continue  to  be  con- 
secrated to  this  noble  purpose;  this  dedication  is  only  a  beginning  of  dedications  that 
will  be  made  to  meet  every  demand  and  supply  every  want.  Dedications  by  large- 
souled  men  and  kind  and  generous  women.  Men  and  women  too,  whose  very  birth 
was  an  initiation  in  all  the  sacred  rites  and  ceremonies  of  our  universal  brotherhood. 
Masons,  these  ruling  and  weighing  in  our  hearts  and  in  all  good  works  by  the  di- 
vine right  of  kings  and  queens  to  the  manor  born. 

THE  GOOD  WORK  MUST  GO  ON. 

Shall  not  the  ides  of  every  November,  as  the  past  November,  see  the  wise- 
hearted  mothers,  faithful  wives  and  devoted  daughters  of  this  state  weaving  with 
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their  hands  contributions  to  this  ministering  angel's  work?  Shall  we  not  again  and 
again  see  the  zealous  brethren  by  a  fair  and  with  the  fair  bringing  hither  more  than 
enough  to  supply  our  home.  Let  every  brother  give  what  his  heart  finds  to  give  and 
do  what  his  hand  may  find  to  do  to  minister  to  the  comfort  and  peace  of  all  who  may 
enter  here.  King  David's  noblest  psalm  of  thanksgiving  was  sung  because  of  the 
restoration  of  the  ark  to  its  own  place  in  the  tabernacle,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
homeless  to  happy,  peaceful  homes.  And  as  with  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands, 
with  trumpets  and  cymbals  and  harp  he  ascended  the  Hill  of  Zion;  with  heart  and 
voice  they  sang  praises  unto  His  name,  for  He  is  a  father  of  the  fatherless,  and  a 
judge  of  the  widow  in  His  holy  habitation.  He  setteth  the  solitary  in  families.  He 
maketh  men  to  be  of  one  mind  in  an  house.  Shall  not  this  be  our  song  of  thanksgiv- 
ing to-day?  As  the  ark  of  the  Israelites  was  the  sacred  repository  of  the  covenant, 
that  which  was  of  all  things  the  most  valuable,  so  herein  we  this  day  deposit  for 
safe-keeping  our  covenant  with  God  and  man — a  covenant  to  which  every  brother  is 
a  party.  His  promise  is  that  He  will  be  a  Father  to  the  fatherless  and  a  friend  to 
the  friendless;  our  promise  is  that  we  will  bear  one  another's  burdens  and  so  fulfill 
the  law.  Here  will  He  set  the  solitary  in  one  family.  In  this  home  may  He  make 
us  all  of  one  mind. 

WHAT  DEDICATION  MEANS. 

* 

As  we  this  day  dedicate  this  home  to  its  noble  purpose,  let  us  not  forget  that  for 
Masons  the  word  dedication  means  giving  to  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe 
the  noblest  and  best  they  can  build.  As  henceforth  we  kneel  around  our  altars,  let 
us  remember  that  the  word  altar  means  a  place  where  gifts  are  given,  and  shall  not 
this  gift  placed,  as  it  has  been,  upon  every  one  of  the  393  altars  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction, shall  not  this  gift  be  a  reconsecration  of  every  altar?  Shall  it  not  give  to  our 
every  symbol  a  new  beauty,  to  our  every  word  a  new  meaning,  to  our  every  deed  a 
new  life?  And  as  around  our  altars  with  hand  joined  in  hand,  and  heart  in  heart, 
we  pray  our  Father,  shall  not  these  words  inspire  in  us  anew,  a  more  consecrated  de- 
votion because  of  our  home?  And  as  then  we  kneel  there  let  this  be  our  prayer  for 
this  our  home,  and  for  each  one  who  here  may  wrap  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about 
him  and  lie  down  to  pleasant  dreams: 

May  all  love,  His  love  unseen  but  felt,  o'ershadow  thee, 

The  love  of  all  thy  sons  encompass  thee, 

The  love  of  all  thy  daughters  cherish  thee, 

The  love  of  all  the  people  comfort  thee, 

Till  God's  love  set  thee  at  his  side  in  His  home  forever. 

During  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Home  was  the  sub- 
ject of  much  discussion.  As  a  final  result  of  the  discussion,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  was  donated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  towards  its 
maintenance  during  the  coming  year.  Following  this,  Brother  Win. 
Dunham,  Past  Grand  Master,  president  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home, 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


463 


addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  at  some  length  upon  the  aims  and  objects 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Masonic  Home,  and  notified  the  Grand  Lodge 
that  same  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy,  and  that  the  trustees 
were  ready  to  turn  the  property  over  to  Grand  Lodge  free  from  all  incum- 
brances, provided  Grand  Lodge  so  desired,  and  would  agree  to  its  main- 
tenance and  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  built  and 
intended. 

RESOLUTION. 

Brother  Geo.  H.  Durand,  Past  Grand  Master,  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted: 

Whkreas,  The  trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Michigan  tender  that  institu- 
tion to  the  Grand  Lodge;  and 

Wherkas,  This  Grand  Lodge,  while  desiring  to  give  respectful  attention  to  the 
offer,  is  at  present  without  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  needs  of,  or  responsibilities 
connected  w  ith,  or  attendant  upon,  its  acceptance  to  enable  it  to  act  with  that  under- 
standing and  deliberation  which  so  mighty  a  subject  demands.  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  ten  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  appointed 
with  power  to  examine  into  the  whole  subject  and  to  report  their  conclusions  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  annual  communication. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  meet  at  some  time  and  place  to  be 
designated  by  the  chairman,  and  to  devote  such  time  to  its  consideration  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  three  days,  and  if  they  should  decide  that  the  offer 
should  be  accepted  that  they  present  to  the  Grand  Lodge  some  plan  by  or  upon 
which  its  benefits  should  be  enjoyed,  as  well  as  how  or  in  what  manner  the  institu- 
tion should  be  supported. 

The  dedication  of  the  Home  was  the  formal  announcement  to  the 
world  that  this  institution  was  now  ready  to  take  its  place  with  the  other 
systems  of  organized  philanthrophy  or  charity,  and  it  was  soon  declared 
open  for  the  reception  of  those  unfortunate  ones  for  whose  care  and 
maintenance  it  had  been  planned  and  erected. 

It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  person  whose  mind  first 
planned  this  Home  and  through  whose  indefatigable  energy  and  zeal 
the  project  assumed  tangible  form  and  shape,  should  be  the  first  one  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  institution  which  had  been  the  dream  and 
ambition  of  his  life,  but  so  it  proved.  A  stroke  of  paralysis  followed  by 
a  long  invalidism  and  a  consequent  loss  of  business  and  all  means  of 
livelihood,  brought  Brother  John  D.  Jennings  to  the  condition  of  those 
for  whom  his  generous  heart  had  gone  out  in  such  active  sympathy 
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when  he  was  devoting  his  time  and  means  to  secure  the  building  of  the 
Michigan  Masonic  Home,  and  when  it  was  completed  and  ready  for 
occupancy,  he  was  the  first  beneficiary  to  find  a  home  within  its  sheltering 
walls,  and  here,  surrounded  with  the  comforts  he  had  helped  to  provide 
for  others,  the  brief  remaining  span  of  his  life  was  made  comfortable. 
He  was  the  first  person,  also,  who  died  at  the  Home,  and  when  his  eyes 
closed  to  earthly  things,  he  left,  as  an  enduring  monument  to  perpetuate 
the  name  of  John  Jennings,  The  Michigan  Masonic  Home. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  189 1,  Grand  Master  John  Q.  Look  sent  a 
circular  letter  to  all  the  Lodges  in  Michigon,  soliciting  their  aid  and 
cooperation  in  furnishing  the  means  to  maintain  the  Home.  The 
appeal  was  as  follows: 

Brothers:  After  years  of  toil  and  labor,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michi- 
gan Masonic  Home  Association  report  their  building  completed  and  ready  for 
occupancy.  This  is  indeed  a  proud  day  for  Michigan  Masons,  and  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

This  grand  work  needs  the  financial  assistance  of  every  brother,  and  although  I 
fully  realize  that  collectively,  and  as  lodges,  we  have  responsibilities  resting  upon  us, 
to  relieve  those  in  our  immediate  circle  who  are  in  need  of  distress,  yet  I  believe 
this  great  charity  deserves  well  at  our  hands,  and  to  that  end  we  ought  to  put  forth 
a  special  effort  and  contribute  such  sums  as  we  may  be  moved  to  do  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  this  Home — the  Home  of  every  Mason  within  the  jurisdiction. 

I  most  earnestly  commend  this  matter  to  your  consideration,  and  would  fraternal- 
ly suggest  that  we  make  a  new  departure  in  this  direction,  and  that  each  sub- 
ordinate lodge  within  the  jurisdiction,  on  the  24th  day  of  June — St.  John's  Day- 
gather  together  such  amounts  as  they  can,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  fit 
and  proper,  either  by  picnics,  special  service,  or  otherwise,  and  offer  the  same  upon 
the  altar  of  charity  to  aid  this  great  work. 

I  commend  this  to  your  earnest  consideration,  hoping  it  may  receive  your  cor- 
dial support.  The  Home  having  opened  its  doors,  must  never  again  close  them;  we 
must  all  strive  to  do  our  part,  and  I  believe  the  celebration  of  St.  John's  Day  in 
this  manner  will  be  a  red  letter  day  in  Michigan,  and  the  gifts  given  on  that 
occasion  to  forward  this  end  will  be  returned  ten  fold. 

This,  my  brothers,  is  not  intended  as  an  official  order,  but  as  a  personal  appeal 
of  the  Grand  Master  to  the  craft  at  large  to  aid  in  this  great  and  glorious  work. 

Commending  you  to  the  watchful  care  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
and  hoping  that  your  efforts  in  this  direction  may  be  crowned  with  success,  I  remain 

Fraternally  yours, 

John  Q.  Look, 

Grand  Master. 


JOHN  D.  JENNINGS. 
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A  little  over  nine  hundred  dollars  were  contributed  in  response  to 
this  appeal. 

The  committee  of  ten,  appointed  in  1891,  gave  much  study  and  dis- 
cussion to  the  subject  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Home,  and  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1892,  submitted  an  exhaustive  re- 
port thereon,  as  follows: 

At  our  last  annual  communication  Past  Grand  Master  William  Dunham,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  after  stating  the  aims  and  objects  of  that  in- 
stitution, and  that  the  same  was  then  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy,  offered  in 
behalf  of  the  trustees  to  turn  over  that  elegant  and  valuable  property  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  free  from  incumbrance,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  would  agree  to  its  maintenance 
and  to  carry  out  the  objects  for  which  it  was  built  and  intended. 

Thereupon  the  following  was  adopted: 

"Whereas,  The  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Michigan  tender  that  insti- 
tution to  the  Grand  Lodge;  and 

"Whereas,  This  Grand  Lodge,  while  desiring  to  give  respectful  attention  to 
the  offer,  is  at  present  without  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  needs  of,  or  the  responsi- 
bilities connected  with,  or  attendant  upon  its  acceptance,  to  enable  it  to  act  with  that 
understanding  and  deliberation  which  so  weighty  a  subject  demands;  therefore, 

n Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  ten  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  examine  into  the  whole  subject,  and  to  report  their  conclusions  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  next  annual  communication.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  com- 
mittee to  meet  at  some  time  and  place  designated  by  the  chairman,  and  to  devote 
such  time  to  its  consideration  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  three  days, 
and  if  they  should  decide  that  the  offer  should  be  accepted,  that  they  present  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  some  plan  by  or  upon  which  its  benefits  should  be  enjoyed,  as  well  as 
how  or  in  what  manner  the  institution  should  be  supported." 

M.  W.  Brother  John  S.  Cross  was  added  to  the  committee  by  resolution.  On 
September  22  last  the  committee,  with  the  exception  of  Brother  Rush  J.  Shank,  met 
by  appointment  at  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  where  they  gave  the  subject  their  full- 
est and  most  careful  consideration,  and  notwithstanding  the  varied  and  divergent 
views  of  the  members  in  relation  to  many  incidental  questions  which  naturally  arose 
in  its  discussion,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  observations  made,  and  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  as  hereinafter  stated,  were  unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  committee, 
and  they  therefore  make  the  following  report: 

The  Michigan  Masonic  Home  Association  is  a  corporation,  and  the  object  of  its 
incorporation  is  to  provide  for  and  maintain  a  home  for  aged,  decrepid  or  destitute 
Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans,  and  to  provide  for  their  moral,  physical  and  in- 
tellectual culture. 

In  pursuance  of  its  charter,  the  association  purchased  beautiful  grounds  near  the 
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city  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  have  erected  thereon,  at  large  expense,  a  commodious, 
substantial  structure,  and  furnished  it  with  all  necessary  conveniences  for  the  com- 
fort of  those  who  are  admitted  to  its  benefits.  It  is  a  typical  American  home,  an 
honor  to  Masonry  and  a  credit  to  the  state  in  which  it  is  located. 

At  present  it  can  care  for  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  people,  but  the  building  is  so 
constructed  that  the  capacity  can  be  increased  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  should 
occasion  require. 

The  committee  believe  that  this  institution  can  be  carried  on  more  satisfactorily 
and  more  economically  through  its  own  legally  chosen  officers  than  it  can  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  for  this  reason  we  should  not  advise  its  management  to  be  changed 
at  present. 

In  addition  to  this  reason  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Masonic  Home  Association 
has  the  legal  right  at  this  time  to  make  a  valid  transfer  of  its  property  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  although  we  believe  that  such  right  can  be  obtained  whenever  it  shall  be  de- 
cided that  this  Grand  Lodge  wishes  to  take  the  property  upon  the  conditions  im- 
posed. For  these  reasons,  we  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  do  not  accept  the 
offer  referred  to  at  this  time. 

While  your  committee  believe  that  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  insti- 
tution to  have  its  control  and  management  in  the  hands  of  the  Masonic  Home  As- 
sociation, yet  it  will  require  money  to  give  effect  to  its  scope  and  purpose.  This  can 
only  be  obtained  through  masonic  channels,  or  through  some  well  devised  system  of 
charity  giving.  The  helpless  inmates  cannot  be  fed  and  clothed  for  a  week  or  month, 
and  left  unprovided  for  during  another  week  or  month.  The  money  supply  must  be 
continuous  in  order  to  meet  the  continuous  demands  which  will  necessarily  be  made 
for  it. 

This  brings  us  to  consider,  first,  whether  this  Masonic  Home,  which  has  been 
built  and  furnished  at  such  large  expense,  and  through  the  self-sacrificing  devotion 
of  so  many  Michigan  lodges  and  Masons,  is  a  proper  subject  of  masonic  charity. 
Your  committee  unanimously  agree  that  it  is,  and  that  it  is  a  proper  subject  of  re- 
cognition by  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  appeals  to  the  kindliest  feelings  of  every  Mason, 
and  suggests  a  regular  and  constant  recognition  of  our  masonic  obligation  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  aid  and  assist  our  needy  brethren,  their  widows  and  orphans. 

This  Home  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  every  case  of  temporary  misfortune 
which  may  come  to  a  Mason,  and  which  can  ordinarily  be  provided  for  by  virtue  of 
individual  or  local  lodge  charity,  but  it  is  intended  more  especially  for  those  whose 
misfortunes  are  of  a  permanent  character,  or  where  the  relief  will  be  required  for  a 
long  time,  or  where  for  any  other  reason  the  Home  can  furnish  relief  better  or  more 
economically  than  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  where  the  furnishing  of  relief  in  a  par- 
ticular case  of  misfortune  would  be  a  hardship  upon  the  lodge  or  the  brethren  at  the 
home  of  the  unfortunate.  Certainly  the  idea  is  a  commendable  one,  and  if  the 
revenue  can  be  obtained  so  that  it  can  be  intelligently  and  lovingly  carried  into 
effect  it  will  bring  sunshine  into  the  life  of  many  a  weary  and  unfortunate  brother, 
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and  it  will  also  enable  every  Michigan  Mason  who  contributes  a  small  sum  annually 
to  this  praiseworthy  enterprise  to  point  with  pride  to  this  monument  of  masonic 
charity,  erected  and  maintained  in  our  beloved  jurisdiction. 

This  brings  us  to  the  last  and  important  consideration  of  how  much  money  will 
be  required  and  how  shall  it  be  raised.  The  amount  of  money  which  will  be  required 
will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  number  of  inmates  and  the  amount  of  relief  required 
to  be  furnished  by  the  Home.  For  the  present,  we  believe,  that  the  sum  of  $7,500 
should  be  raised  annually,  and  contributed  through  this  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Masonic  Home.  Your  committee  recommend  that  said  sum  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  lodges  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  proportion  to  their 
membership;  that  each  lodge  be  notified  by  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  amount  it 
will  be  expected  to  contribute,  and  that  each  lodge  be  solicited  and  requested  to  pay 
its  proportion  to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  July,  in  each 
year.  That  said  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  be  held  by  him 
until  ordered  to  pay  the  same  out,  which  shall  only  be  done  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  order  of  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary. 

That  the  Grand  Master,  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer  shall  be  a  com- 
mittee to  regulate  and  control  the  paying  out  of  said  money.  That  it  shall  only  be 
paid  out  in  sums  as  needed,  and  upon  a  satisfactory  showing  by  the  Masonic  Home 
Association  of  such  needs,  and  that  a  detailed  statement  of  the  amount  of  money 
received  and  paid  out,  shall  be  furnished  by  said  committee  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at 
each  annual  communication.  And  for  the  present  year,  and  in  order  to  supply 
assistance  to  the  Home  until  said  sum  of  $7,500  shall  be  paid  in  by  the  lodges,  your 
committee  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be  appropriated  out  of  the  surplus 
fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  if  needed,  to  be  paid  out  in  the  same  manner  and  subject 
to  the  same  conditions  hereinbefore  provided. 

In  accordance  with  this  report  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  will  contribute  to  the  Masonic  Home  Associa- 
tion, out  of  its  surplus  funds,  the  sum  of  $3,000,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be 
needed. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $7,500  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Ma- 
sonic Home  annually  hereafter;  that  each  lodge  be  solicited  to  pay  its  proportion  of 
said  amount  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  July,  of  each  year,  to  the  Grand  Secretary; 
that  the  Grand  Secretary  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  to  be  paid  out 
by  him  as  above  provided.  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  give  each 
lodge  due  and  timely  notice  of  the  amount  which  it  is  requested  to  pay. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

George  H.  Durand, 
Jefferson  S.  Conover, 
Matthew  H.  Maynard, 
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John  W.  Champun. 
W.  Irving  Babcock, 
Henry  Chamberlain, 
A.  T  Metcalf, 
W.  E.  Bridge, 
Charles  P.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Cross, 

Committee. 

The  appeal  which  was  sent  out  by  the  Grand  Secretary  in  accord- 
ance with  this  action  resulted  in  the  contribution  of  three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  by  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  lodges  in  the  state. 

In  his  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  session,  Grand  Master 
Innes  made  an  eloquent  plea  for  the  Home,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
used  these  words: 

That  every  Mason  within  the  jurisdiction  ought  cheerfully  and  willingly  to  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  Home;  that  he  is  bound  to  do  so  by  every  obliga- 
tion taken  at  our  altar  of  Masonry,  cannot  be  successfully  contradicted,  and  to  en- 
able the  burden  to  fall  lightly  upon  all,  I  urgently  request  that  the  subject  matter  of 
the  future  maintenance  and  support  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  to  formulate  a  plan  that  will  accomplish  that  end  and  make  the 
burden  equal  to  all  and  excessive  to  none. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  add  one  word  more  to  what  has  already  been  writ- 
ten and  spoken  that  would  arrest  the  atteution  of  the  craft  throughout  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  in  the  cause  of  our  Masonic  Home  I  feel  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  do  so. 
That  this  Home  for  Worthy  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans  is  now,  and 
must  become,  as  time  rolls  on,  the  greatest  monument  to  Masonry,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion, for  it  was  born  of  sympathy,  founded  in  love,  and  lives  in  the  hearts  and  prayers 
of  the  good  and  true. 

If  this  world  gives  any  foretaste  of  the  bliss  of  eternal  glory  it  must  arise  from 
the  consciousness  of  having  benefited  others.  Not  onry  does  this  work  benefit  you 
who  aid  in  it,  by  adding  to  your  joys,  but  it  makes  you  better  men.  By  reason  of 
the  tender  influences  growing  out  of  the  work  in  which  you  are  engaged,  you  are 
better  citizens,  better  Masons,  better  husbands  and  better  fathers. 

Like  the  rays  of  light  from  the  sun,  the  influences  from  the  Home  go  out  in  all 
directions  and  bless  all  within  its  reach. 

It  may  truly  be  said  that  the  golden  age  of  Masonry  in  this  state  now  lies  be- 
fore us.  I  feel,  myself,  that  we  aje  indeed  on  the  brink  of  that  age.  With  the 
means  at  our  command  what  good  may  we  not  accomplish  for  those  of  the  masonic 
household  less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 
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Every  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Home,  as  well  as  every  thought- 
ful, faithful  brother,  who  has  given  this  matter  due  consideration,  has  the  greatest 
faith  in  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Home. 

With  the  proper  and  fostering  care  of  the  craft  of  this  noble  work — began  by 
those  who  cannot  all  expect  to  long  engage  in  this  life's  battle — the  Home  will  fulfill 
its  mission;  the  little  one  will  be  taught  to  love  the  giver  of  all  good  and  lisp  its 
prayer  for  thankfulness  to  the  GREAT  I  AM  for  having  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
the  good  and  true  to  build  for  them  this  happy  home,  in  which  they  will  be  taught 
to  become  upright  men  and  women,  and  go  from  thence  prepared  for  life's  duties 
and  responsibilities,  and  take  with  them  as  they  journey  through  life,  the  fondest 
recollections  of  their  childhood  home. 

The  widow,  in  her  lonely  hours,  will  breathe  a  silent  prayer  for  heaven's  bless- 
ing to  rest  upon  the  craft,  who  have  made  it  possible,  by  their  care  and  foresight,  to 
give  her  a  home  surrounded  with  every  comfort,  without  which  she  would  have 
been  an  object  of  charity.  The  aged  and  unfortunate  brother,  as  his  thoughts  lin- 
ger in  the  by-gone  days  when  he  himself  was  in  the  vigor  of  youth  and  strength  of 
manhood,  little  dreaming  that  the  Masonic  Home  would  become  his  paradise  on 
earth,  he,  too,  will  offer  a  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  and  ask  his 
blessings  to  rest  upon  the  members  of  the  craft  who  have  by  their  generosity  and 
kindness  of  heart  provided  him  with  a  home  in  which  to  spend  his  declining  years, 
and  when  we  ourselves  shall  look  around  us  and  see  the  result  of  our  good  works, 
then  may  we  with  joy  and  gladness  exclaim: 

"The  Lord  is  good  and  His  mercy  endure th  forever." 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  make  another  appeal  to  the 
lodges,  similar  to  the  last  one,  and  this  resulted  in  the  contribution  of 
fourteen  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  fifteen  cents,  from  eighty- 
four  lodges. 

In  January,  1894,  a  committee  of  twelve  was  appointed  to  again 
consider  the  whole  subject  of  the  Masonic  Home  and  its  maintenance, 
and  one  year  later  submitted  the  following  report: 

At  the  last  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Body,  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  was  directed  by  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  twelve 
Master  Masons  who  were  to  investigate  and  report  to  this  Grand  Body  at  this  pres- 
ent communication,  upon  the  feasibility  of  accepting,  owning  and  controlling  the 
Michigan  Masonic  Home.  Such  committee  having  been  appointed,  a  majority 
thereof,  together  with  the  Grand  Master,  met  at  Grand  Rapids  on  the  28th  day  of 
June,  1894,  a°d  in  conjuction  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Home,  made  such 
investigations  as  induced  them  to  submit  the  following  report  and  conclusions. 

Your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Body  to  the 
fact  that  the  brothers  who  effected  the  organization  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home^ 
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did  so  because  they  were  desirous  of  associating  and  combining  their  efforts  for  the 
noble  purposes  of  charity.  The  object  of  the  incorporation  was  that  a  home  might 
be  provided  and  maintained  for  aged,  decrepit  or  destitute  Master  Masons,  their 
wives,  widows  and  orphans,  and  to  provide  for  their  moral,  physical  and  intellectual 
culture.  The  trustees  charged  with  the  management  of  the  Masonic  Home,  have  for 
the  past  four  years  wisely  provided  for  the  admission  of  persons  entitled  to  its  bene- 
fits, but  no  payment  of  any  sort  or  amount  has  been  required  from  the  applicant  or 
on  his  behalf.  All  that  is  required  is  to  know  that  the  brother  who  knocks  at  the 
door  has  a  masonic  residence  in  this  state,  is  worthy  and  needy  afld  is  vouched  for  by 
the  lodge  asking  for  his  admission.  It  has  not  been  even  necessary  that  such  lodge 
should  be  a  contributor  to  the  home  or  a  member  of  the  Association. 

The  capacity  of  the  present  building,  while  it  represents  less  than  one-half  of 
the  original  plan,  is  abundantly  adequate  for  three  times  the  number  who  now  find 
shelter  beneath  its  roof. 

The  Michigan  Masonic  Home  was  organized  in  1885,  ai*d  six  of  its  incorporators 
are  still  numbered  among  the  present  trustees.  These  brothers  have  served  faithful- 
ly and  continuously,  giving  their  time,  strength  and  money,  with  no  reward  or  hope 
of  reward,  except  that  satisfaction  which  springs  from  the  knowledge  of  having  re- 
lieved the  distress  and  provided  for  the  comfort  of  suffering  brothers  and  their 
families,  who  have  been  less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

The  property  owned  by  the  Association  consists  of  thirty-three  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  a  more  desirable  and  convenient  site  could  not 
be  found  within  the  confines  of  this  state.  The  location,  soil,  views,  drainage  and 
surroundings  are  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  buildings  have  been  erected  and  improvements  made  at  a  cost  of  $65,000, 
and  the  plant  as  it  stands  to-day,  has  a  valuation  of  at  least  $100,000,  and  upon  this 
plant  there  is  not  a  dollar  of  indebtedness  in  any  form.  Your  committee  ascer- 
tained from  investigation,  that  the  cost  •  of  maintenance  during  the  year  1894,  was 
practically  $15  per  month  for  each  inmate.  This  at  first  might  seem  a  large  figure, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  twenty-five  or  thirty  in- 
mates, would  be  but  slightly  increased  if  there  were  double  that  number;  the  same 
lighting,  heating,  janitor's  wages,  matron's  wages,  insurance  and  other  expenses  are 
nearly  as  large  for  thirty  inmates  as  they  would  be  for  fifty,  or  even  more. 

And  your  committee  take  pleasure  in  assuring  this  Grand  Body,  that  the  place 
of  which  we  are  speaking  is  a  home  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term.  It  is  not  a 
boarding  house,  it  is  not  a  stopping  place,  but  a  home  where  the  aged  and  care-worn 
brother  in  the  sunset  of  life,  who  finds  that  he  is  drifting  upon  the  shoals  of  penury 
and  want,  can  find  a  rest  and  retreat  which  has  been  provided,  not  as  a  charity,  not 
as  a  makeshift,  but  in  that  true  masonic  spirit  that  is  the  keynote  of  that  grand  and 
noble  order,  whose  votaries  we  are  and  whose  principles  we  profess  and  maintain. 

If  you  could  pass  in  single  file  through  this  building  and  know  the  comfort  it 
contains,  and  look  upon  the  happy  faces  of  those  men,  women  and  children  who 
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have  fortunately  found  lodgmept  within  its  sheltering  walls,  you  would  join  with 
your  committee  in  exclaiming,  "Here  is  an  exemplification  of  that  Divine  feeling 
which  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe  has  implanted  in  the  breast  of  every  true 
Mason,  as  the  corner-stone  of  his  everlasting  temple,  and  known  in  every  land  and 
clime,  by  the  magnetic  name,  Masonic  Charity  and  Brotherly  Love."  This  is  but  a 
feeble  description  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  as  it  exists  to-day,  the  result  of 
years  of  earnest  and  faithful  work  on  the  part  of  those  who  conceived  and  brought 
into  being  this  grand  and  noble  enterprise  of  masonic  benevolence,  which  if  properly 
fostered  and  cared  for  by  this  Grand  Body,  will  become  a  never  ceasing  monument 
of  true  masonic  benevolence,  an  honor  to  the  fraternity,  to  our  state  and  nation. 

This  is  the  home  that  is  offered  to  this  Grand  Body  by  the  Michigan  Masonic 
Home  Association,  without  price,  reserving  only,  that  this  Grand  Body  accept,  care 
for,  manage  and  devote  the  same  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  considered  the  subject  and  are  satisfied  that  with 
the  present  and  probable  increase  of  membership,  that  an  increase  of  twenty  cents 
per  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  dues,  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  Home,  will 
amply  provide  for  the  same  for  many  years  to  come. 

Your  committee  being  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Grand  Body  to  take,  own  and  provide  for  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  earnestly 
recommend  that  the  proposition  of  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  Association  to  trans- 
fer the  same  to  this  Grand  Body,  free  and  clear  of  all  incumbrances,  be  accepted; 
and  that  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  and  directed  by  this  Grand  Body,  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  legally  necessary  to  complete  the  transfer,  acquire  and  vest  the 
title  of  said  Masonic  Home  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  state. 

This  proposition  received  four  hundred  and  forty-four  votes,  while 
six  hundred  were  cast  against  it  and  again  the  proposition  to  have  the 
Grand  Lodge  take  formal  and  entire  charge  of  the  Home  was  defeated. 
A  similar  proposition  was  again  voted  on  one  year  later  and  defeated  by 
seventy-two  votes. 

During  this  year  the  outlook  for  the  permanent  support  of  the 
Home  was  so  discouraging  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  seriously  con- 
sidered the  question  of  closing  its  doors  and  returning  the  inmates  to 
their  respective  lodges.  Before  this  was  done,  however,  a  few  of  the 
friends  of  the  Home,  not  connected  with  it  in  any  official  way,  called  a 
meeting  of  prominent  Masons  from  different  parts  of  the  state  to  con- 
sult together  as  to  what  should  be  done  to  save  the  Home  to  the 
fraternity.  A  few  conferences  of  this  kind  developed  plans  which  gave 
promise  of  future  success,  and  a  special  appeal  brought  in  funds  enough 
to  enable  the  Home  to  keep  its  doors  open .  until  the  annual  meeting  of 


472 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  in  1897,  when  all  of  them  joined  in  accept- 
ing the  control  of  the  Home  upon  the  basis  of  the  following  proposition: 

The  Masonic  Home  Association  offers  to  the  Masons  this  property  worth  nearly 
$100,000  unconditionally  and  without  a  shadow  of  restriction. 

Grand  Lodge  is  to  assume  no  pecuniary  obligation,  only  to  join  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  and  to  become  an  almoner  of  the  charity  of  the  fraternity. 

In  the  opinion  of  that  committee,  Grand  Lodge  can  do  no  less  than  to  accept 
this  magnificent  gift  and  execute  the  trust  in  the  same  generous  and  Masonic  spirit 
that  animates  the  donor. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  Grand  Lodge  in  connection  with  the 
other  Masonic  Grand  Bodies,  in  behalf  of  all  the  Masons  of  the  state,  accept  said 
projjerty  as  recommended  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  it  being  understood  that 
Grand  Lodge  by  this  action  assumes  no  pecuniary  obligation  in  behalf  of  the  Home, 
but  confidently  relies  upon  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  craft  for  its  support 
and  management. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appoint  one  trustee  to 
hold  the  title  of  said  property  in  trust  in  connection  with  like  representatives  of  the 
other  Grand  Bodies,  and  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Control  to  hold  office  for 
one,  two  and  three  years  respectfully. 

After  the  formal  acceptance  of  this  proposition  by  the  different 
Masonic  Grand  Bodies,  the  title  was  transferred  to  the  four  trustees 
selected  to  hold  same,  they  being  Edwin  L.  Bowring,  Grand  Rapids; 
representing  the  Grand  Lodge;  Charles  D.  Blanchard,  Marquette,  rep- 
resenting the  Grand  Chapter;  George  P.  McMahon,  Detroit,  represent- 
ing the  Grand  Council,  and  George  A.  Dunham,  Manistee,  representing 
the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  following  Board  of  Control  was  selected  to  have  charge  of  the 
management  of  the  Home: 

FROM  GRAND  LODGE — 

John  J.  Carton,  Flint,  one  year. 

Harry  Milward,  Detroit,  two  years. 

William  Wente,  Manistee,  three  years. 
FROM  GRAND  CHAPTER — 

Albert  Stiles,  Jackson,  one  year. 

William  L.  Webber,  Saginaw,  two  years. 

Judson  E.  Rice,  Grand  Rapids,  three  years. 
FROM  GRAND  COUNCIL— 

James  H.  Cummins,  Holly,  one  year. 

Augustus  D.  Woodward,  Ludington,  two  years. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


473 


Charles  L.  Fitch,  Grand  Rapids,  three  years. 
FROM  GRAND  COM  M ANDERY — 

Richard  D.  Swartoyt,  Grand  Rapids,  one  year. 

Henry  L.  Anthony,  Sturgis,  two  years. 

Charles  H.  Pomeroy,  Saginaw,  three  years. 
FROM  GRAND  CHAPTER  O.  E.  S.— 

Sarah  L.  Marsh,  Quincy,  one  year. 

Louese  A.  Turck,  Alma,  two  years. 

Ann  Augusta  Matteson,  Middleville,  three  years. 

By  this  change  in  title  and  management,  the  Michigan  Masonic 
Home  becomes  more  fully  than  ever  the  charge  of  the  whole  masonic 
fraternity  of  the  state  and  it  should  be  still  nearer  to  the  hearts  of  all 
true  Masons  of  Michigan,  but  it  must  be  left  to  the  future  to  develope 
the  full  measure  of  success  which  will  come  from  the  change  mentioned. 


THE  MASONIC  HOME. 


"Oh,  majestic  it  stands  on  the  mystical  plain, 
A  beauteous  Arch,  without  spotting  or  stain; 

The  strength  of  its  splendor  spreads  searching  and  sure, 
To  scatter  the  sin-clouds,  and  rescue  the  pure. 

It  stands,  like  the  beacon,  which,  breasting  the  waves, 
Flings  fearless  and  free,  the  bright  herald  that  saves. 

In  Strength  planted  deeply,  its  Pillars  are  fast, 
United  by  Wisdom ,  with  Beauty  o'ercast. 

Ay,  Faith  fixed  and  fervent,  with  Hope  as  its  peer, 
The  bold  Superstructure  together  uprear, 

While  the  Keystone  above  them  so  brilliantly  shows, 
Like  thousands  of  jewels  commingling  their  glows. 

'Tis  the  fair  throne  of  Charity — radiant  and  bright, 
It  casts  forth  its  beams  of  celestial  light, 

And  the  rays  of  its  glory  and  beauty  extend 

Till  they  reach  the  far  point  where  the  elements  blend. 

The  gates  of  the  Portal  in  unison  move, 

Being  hinged  on  Relief  and  on  Brotherly  Love. 

From  the  Archway  extending,  to  left  and  to  right, 
Stretch  walls  of  enclosure,  immaculate  white, 

Which  seem  to  possess  a  perennial  youth, 

Being  bedded  in  Friendship,  cemented  with  Truth. 

Each  Stone  in  the  building  is  perfect  and  fair, 

Just,  Uptight  and  True,  by  Plumb,  Level  and  Square. 
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And  behold,  'neath  the  rays  of  the  Beautiful  Stone, 
Which  Charity  claims  and  secures  as  her  throne, 

Come,  slowly  approaching  with  faltering  tread, 

The  Poor  and  Distressed,  with  the  age-bended  head, 

But  the  fire  comes  again  in  their  lustre-dimmed  eyes, 

When  they  close  on  the  Structure  which  lifts  to  the  skies. 

And  the  pulses  of  youth  seem  to  rally  once  more, 

For  they  know  that  a  haven  of  rest  is  before; 
Their  reception  is  sure — they  have  uttered  the  Name, 

And  have  gazed  on  the  Star  of  the  Mystical  Flame. 
See,  the  sable  clad  widow,  with  grief  saddened  face, 

Moves  hopefully  forward  with  quickening  pace, 
For  within  those  fair  portals,  a  solace  she  knows 

Is  waiting  to  greet  her  and  soften  her  woes. 

And  following  footsteps  come  briskly  and  bright, 

Which  bear  up  lithe  forms  and  young  hearts  beating  light; 

For  though  their  lost  sires  have  resolved  into  clay 
Their  innocent  spirits  chase  sorrow  away; 

Content  and  confiding  they  enter  the  door, 

To  find  that  the  Future  has  blessings  in  store. 

* 

There  shall  the  aged  rest  the  weary  head, 

And  muse  in  comfort  o'er  the  long  ago — 
May  once  again  the  chequered  pathway  tread, 

And  draw  new  solace  from  each  distanced  woe. 

There  shall  the  Brother,  indigent  and  poor, 

Whose  life  has  met  misfortune  and  distress, 

Leave  all  his  anxious  cares  without  the  door, 
And  pass  his  future  in  a  calm  recess. 

There  shall  the  mourning  widow  find  relief, 

And  peace  shall  cause  a  gleam  of  joy  to  rise; 

While  time  will  soothe  and  moderate  her  grief, 
And  smiles  besiege  the  sorrow-laden  eyes. 

There  shall  the  orphan  youth  be  trained  for  strife 

With  ills  and  labors  he  may  have  to  meet 
While  passing  on  the  highway  of  this  life, 

To  gain  success  and  avert  defeat. 

There  shall  the  orphan  maiden  rest  secure, 

And  nurse  each  woman's  tender  art  and  aim; 

Shall  learn  to  duly  conquer  or  endure 

Whatever  cares  her  future  life  may  claim." 
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THE  DETROIT  TEMPLE. 


The  movement  which  has  resulted  in  the  building  of  this  magnif- 
icent temple  first  took  definite  shape  in  the  early  months  of  1892,  when, 
at  a  meeting  of  certain  members  of  the  craft,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  formulate  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  all  the  masonic  bodies  of  the 
city.  This  committee  reported  very  promptly,  and  its  plan  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  bodies,  who  also  at  once  appointed  represent- 
atives. These  representatives,  constituting  a  board  of  24,  became  in- 
corporated under  the  name  "Masonic  Temple  Association."  Afterward, 
this  incorporation  proving  inefficient  for  its  purposes,  the  passage  of  a 
new  act  was  secured  from  the  Legislature,  and  the  present  corporation 
was  incorporated  thereunder  in  March,  1895,  under  the  name  "Masonic 
Temple  Association  of  Detroit." 

The  first  step  was  to  solicit  subscriptions.  During  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  June,  1892,  about  $80,000  were  pledged.  The  progress 
of  the  work  was  interrupted  by  the  panic  of  1893,  but  it  was  taken  up 
again  early  in  1894  and  carried  along  so  energetically  that  in  September 
of  that  year  the  contract  was  let.  January  23,  1895,  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
A  great  fair  was  held  in  the  building  from  November  25  to  December 
14,  1895,  the  profits  of  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Association  to  the 
amount  of  $20,728.30  in  cash  and  $2,500  in  goods  of  various  kinds. 

In  the  meantime  most  of  the  fraternity  was  sheltered  in  the  Con- 
gress Street  Temple.  The  east  lodge  room  on  the  third  floor  was 
occupied  the  first  four  evenings  of  each  week  by  Union,  Oriental, 
Schiller,  and  Ashlar  Lodges  respectively.  The  west  room  by  Kilwin- 
ning, Detroit,  Zion  and  Palestine  Lodges.  The  large  hall  on  the  fourth 
floor  was  devoted  Mondays  to  Monroe  Council,  and  for  the  next  four 
evenings  of  each  week  to  King  Cyrus,  Peninsular  and  Monroe  Chapters 
and  Detroit  Commandery  in  the  order  named.  It  seems  almost  incred- 
ible now,  when  the  craft  crowds  a  seven-story  building,  but  the  fact  is 
they  were  very  comfortable  there. 
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On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  March  12,  1896,  Monroe  Chapter 
conferred  the  degrees  of  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master  on  the 
fourth  floor,  and  Palestine  and  Ashlar  Lodges  worked  on  the  floors  be- 
low. These  bodies  had  all  closed,  and  only  a  few  members  of  Monroe 
Chapter  were  left  in  the  building,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  roof 
had  caught  fire,  presumably  from  an  exposed  electric  wire.  The  fire 
could  not  be  controlled  for  a  long  time,  and  before  morning  all  of  the 
Masonic  property  susceptible  of  injury  by  smoke  or  water  had  been 
ruined.  The  money  loss  was  fairly  met  by  the  insurance,  but  the  loss 
in  relics  and  souvenirs  of  the  long  career  of  the  craft  in  Detroit  is  ines- 
timable. 

The  homeless  Masonic  bodies  found  temporary  quarters  while  work 
on  the  new  Temlpe  was  hastened.  Philharmonic  Hall  was  occupied 
almost  every  afternoon  and  evening.  Zion,  Union,  Ashlar,  Kilwinning, 
Palestine  and  Friendship  Lodges  b.ecame  the  guests  of  the  Shipmaster's 
Association,  in  the  hall  at  12  Woodward  Avenue.  The  first  work  in  the 
then  uncompleted  Temple  was  done  by  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  May 
25-27,  1896.  The  first  meeting  held  was  opened  by  Brother  Jex 
Bardwell,  as  T.  P.  G.  M.  of  Carson  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection.  The 
next  work  was  done  by  Kilwinning  Lodge,  June  15,  1896.  By  the  first 
of  September  all  of  the  Masonic  organizations  of  the  city  were  housed 
there,  but  for  some  time  after  that  the  rooms  remained  only  partially 
furnished. 

FACTS  AND  FIGURES. 

Size  of  lot — 100  feet  on  Lafayette  avenue  and  130  feet  on  First  street. 

Area  of  building  on  the  ground,  12,462  square  feet. 

Height  of  stories — 

Basement   10  feet 

First  floor   16  feet 

Second  floor   16  feet 

Third  floor   15^ feet 

Fourth  floor   i6#feet 

Fifth  floor   12  feet 

Sixth  floor   12  feet 

Drill  Hall   36^  feet  in  center 

Height  of  entire  building  from  grade  to  top  of  ridge,  140  feet;  height  below 
grade,  12  feet. 

Building  contains  1,743,600  cubic  feet. 

Seating  capacity  of  Auditorium  floor,  400;  gallery,  350. 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


479 


Seating  capacity  of  Drill  Hall  floor,  1,000;  gallery,  300. 

The  excavation  for  the  Temple  was  started  October  1st,  1894,  and  the  tearing 
down  of  the  old  Consistory  building  started  the  next  day. 

Concrete  for  the  foundation  was  put  in  on  October  22d,  1894;  the  first  stone  of 
the  foundation  was  laid  November  12th;  the  corner-stone  laid  January  23d,  1895, 
and  work  was  resumed  in  the  spring. 

The  first  brick  of  the  superstructure  was  laid  on  April  12,  1895. 

Work  on  the  steel  superstructure  began  February  6th,  1895,  and  the  brick 
work  was  completed  September  16th,  1895. 

The  building  contains  7,000  cubic  feet  of  cut  stone,  of  the  various  kinds.  The 
building  contains  12,000  cubit  feet  of  rubble  stone  and  over  2,100,000  brick.  There 
are  1,880,000  lbs.  of  steel  in  the  frame. 

Two  125  H.  P.  water- tube  boilers  furnish  steam  for  three  60  H.  P.  electric 
light  engines,  50  and  30  H.  P.  fan  engines,  the  entire  building  being  heated  and 
ventilated  by  the  blower  system,  one  blower  forcing  in  fresh  warm  air  and  the 
other  exhausting  the  foul  air. 

There  are  three  direct-connection  engines  and  dynamos,  which  furnish  the 
current  for  2,000  electric  lamps. 

There  are  two  high  speed  hydraulic  elevators,  with  cars  holding  17  persons 
each,  and  one  steam  freight  elevator,  capable  of  lifting  4,000  pounds. 

The  contracts  let  for  the  building,  without  furniture,  amounted  to  about 


$225,000. 

Cost,  lot  $  89,250  98 

Building,  complete   227,975  55 

Furniture  and  fixtures   23,408  08 

Machinery  and  tools   3*563  39 


$344,198  00 

Contributions  paid  in   206,220  22 

First  mortgage  bonds   100,000  00 

Pledges  payable   4°»438  24 


$346,658  46 

THE  DEDICATION. 

The  dedication  was  set  for  June  24th, — St.  John's  Day — and  elabor- 
ate preparations  were  made  for  the  event. 

The  principal  features  of  the  day,  which  marked  the  dedication  of 
the  most  magnificent  home  of  Masonry  in  Michigan ,  were  the  parade  in 
the    afternoon,    the  dedication  exercises  proper   in  all  the  glory 
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and  pomp  of  the  masonic  ritual,  a  series  of  concerts,  furnished  by 
the  best  musical  organizations  of  the  city,  the  reception  of  the  early 
evening,  in  which  thousands  of  Detroit  Masons  and  their  families  shook 
hands  with  the  Grand  Officers  of  the  Michigan  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
speaking  and  oratory.  A  suitable  finale  to  a  successful  day  was  the 
tour  which  all  visitors  made  of  the  great  temple,  from  the  basement  to 
the  great  drill  hall  on  the  seventh  floor.  The  elevators,  though  running 
without  intermission  from  noon  until  after  midnight,  were  inadequate 
to  carry  the  vast  crowds,  and  hundreds  made  the  long  journey  up  the 
easy  and  broad  flights  of  winding  stairs. 

The  building  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  for  inspection  at  noon 
and  by  midnight  it  is  estimated  that  nearly  10,000  people  passed 
through  it.  The  formal  ceremonies,  later  in  the  day,  also  attracted 
thousands  more,  and  at  one  time  during  the  concerts  by  Schreraser's 
band  and  the  Central  High  School  Orchestra,  in  the  auditorium,  the 
lower  floors  of  the  temple  were  so  thronged  with  spectators  and  ap- 
preciative listeners  that  passage  through  was  well  nigh  impossible. 

So  far  as  the  general  public  was  concerned,  the  most  important 
feature  of  the  day  was  the  parade  at  2:30  in  the  afternoon.  Early  in 
the  afternoon  the  members  began  flocking  to  the  temple,  and  as  early 
as  2  o'clock  spectators  began  to  gather  about  in  that  vicinity.  At  2:45 
Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  the  pioneer  organization,  went  through  the  formali- 
ty of  opening  the  lodge  in  the  Commandery  room,  and  the  other  lodges 
followed  with  similar  ceremonies  in  other  rooms. 

At  3  o'clock  the  formation  of  the  parade  was  begun  under  the 
direction  of  Chief  Marshal  George  W.  Fowle,  assisted  by  Chief  of  Staff 
Wm.  G.  Latimer,  Chief  of  First  Division  Bruce  Goodfellow,  Chief  of 
Second  Division  Harry  F.  Chipman,  Chief  of  Third  Division  Edward 
Henderson,  and  a  corps  of  aids  as  follows:  R.  L.  Polk,  C.  M.  Hayes 
Wm.  M.  Bailey,  S.  O.  Johnson,  R.  W.  Jacklin,  D.  S.  Wagstaff,  George 
H.  Caswell,  W.  G.  Watkins,  W.  H.  McGregor,  L.  C.  Newton,  T.  N. 
Fordyce,  Thos.  Haney,  R.  Morton,  Charles  F.  Beck,  E.  P.  Barnard, 
Wm.  A.  Gavett,  George  L.  Nadolleck,  R.  G.  Butler,  Frederick  E.  Farns- 
worth,  George  F.  Case,  George  W.  Corns,  Wm.  W.  Chapin,  Eugene  F. 
Lewis,  Geo.  E.  Frothingham,  Jr.,  James  F.  Dillon,  Joseph  Corns, 
George  H.  Carlisle,  John  Kimmel,  Frank  H.  R.  Hardinge,  J.  Howard 
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Pray,  Chester  L.  Sterling,  Warner  R.  Thompson,  Oliver  N.  Gardner, 
Joseph  A.  Topping,  Emanuel  Wodic. 

So  well  was  their  work  planned  that  within  five  minutes  of  the  ad- 
vertised time  the  bugle  was  blown  and  the  march  of  glad  triumph  was 
begun. 

A  breeze  from  the  west  softened  somewhat  the  intense  heat  of  the 
day.  The  sky  was  clear  and  there  was  too  much  of  gladness  in  the 
nature  of  the  ceremonies  to  be  performed  to  permit  a  thought  of  discom- 
fort. A  half  hour  before  the  time  for  the  parade  to  move,  the  efforts  of 
a  large  squad  of  policemen  were  required  to  keep  back  the  crowd  from 
the  space  necessary  to  the  proper  formation  of  the  column^  but  the 
sightseers  as  well  as  the  participants,  were  in  good  humor  and  every- 
thing passed  off  smoothly. 

The  formation  had  been  effected  without  noise  or  confusion  and  as 
the  notes  of  the  bugle  call  were  borne  on  the  air,  a  squad  of  a  dozen 
mounted  policemen,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Spillane,  that 
had  been  drawn  up  alone  the  curb  on  Lafayette  avenue  opposite  the 
temple,  swung  into  line.  After  a  momentary  wait  for  the  first  notes  of 
a  march  by  Schremser's  band,  they  started  down  the  street  proudly  her* 
aiding  the  approach  of  the  knights  of  the  day. 

Directly  behind  them  marched  Schremser's  band  and  then  came 
the  pride  of  local  Masonry,  Detroit  and  Damascus  Commanderies.  From 
the  time  the  parade  started  till  the  command  was  given  to  disperse  at 
the  temple,  when  the  line  of  march  had  been  covered,  both  of  these 
organizations  kept  up  a  continuous  exhibition  of  foot  movements  that 
elicited  unstinted  applause  and  admiration  from  crowds  of  spectators. 
The  reputation  achieved  in  bygone  days  by  Detroit  Commandery  was 
ably  upheld,  while  Damascus  Commandery  gave  ample  notice  that  its 
sister  organization  could  not  claim  all  the  honors  and  that  competition 
for  supremacy  would  be  close. 

Both  appeared  in  admirable  form  and  never  for  an  instant  was  there 
a  sign  of  indecision  in  the  execution  of  the  intricate  and  sightly  maneu- 
vers of  their  tactics.  Hollow  squares,  crosses,  platoon  and  commandery 
front  formations  followed  each  other  rapidly.  One  of  the  most  pleas- 
ing movements  of  the  parade  was  executed  on  Woodward  avenue  be- 
tween Fort  and  Congress  streets.    Detroit  Commandery  broke  from  $t 
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platoon  formation  to  a  column  of  threes,  then  into  commandery  front 
across  the  street,  again  into  a  column  and  to  the  right,  and  into  a  com- 
mandery front  extending  the  entire  distance  across  the  street. 

A  burst  of  applause  greeted  the  move  and  as  Damascus  Command- 
ery and  the  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  executed  with  as  great  precision  the  same  maneuver  the  cheering 
increased. 

The  Consistory  headed  the  second  division  and  following  it  came 
Monroe  Council,  No.  1,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Monroe  Chapter,  No.  1,  R.  A.  M., 
Peninsular  Chapter,  No.  16,  R.  A.  M.,  and  King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No. 
133,  R.  A.  M. 

The  third  and  last  division  was  headed  by  the  Metropolitan  band 
and  included  the  following  organizations:  Zion  Lodge  No.  1,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  Detroit  Lodge  No.  2,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Union  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance 
No.  3,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  91,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Oriental  Lodge 
No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Schiller  Lodge  No.  263,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Kilwinning 
Lodge  No.  297,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Palestine  Lodge  No.  357,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Cor- 
inthian Lodge  No.  241,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Friendship  Lodge  No.  417,  F.  & 
A.  M. 

Following  them  came  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association  in  carriages. 
Every  Lodge  turned  out  a  large  representation  and  all  presented  a  fine 
appearance.  The  most  striking  appearance  of  the  blue  lodges  was  that 
of  Palestine  Lodge,  all  the  members  of  which  wore  blue  caps,  bearing 
the  name  of  the  lodge,  and  the  regulation  aprons.  By  actual  count 
there  were  nearly  1,403  persons  in  the  procession. 

The  line  of  march  as  previously  announced  was  on  Lafayette 
avenue  to  Wayne  street,  to  Michigan  avenue,  to  Washington  boulevard, 
to  Adams  avenue,  to  Woodward  avenue,  to  Jefferson  avenue,  to  Brush 
street,  countermarch  to  Griswold  street,  to  Lafayette  avenue,  to  Ma- 
sonic Temple. 

The  walks  and  the  windows  in  buildings  along  the  streets  con- 
tained many  people  but  good  work  by  the  police  department  kept  the 
streets  clear  for  the  marchers.  Many  of  the  buildings  were  decorated 
for  the  occasion,  the  whole  city  seeming  to  rejoice  with  the  Masons  in 
the  significance  of  the  day. 
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Immediately  following  the  dismissal  of  the  parade  the  formal 
dedicatory  ceremonies  were  held  in  the  large  hall  room  on  the  seventh 
floor  of  the  temple,  conducted  by  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
Lou  B.  Winsor,  assisted  by  the  other  Grand  Lodge  Officers  and  the 
officers  of  Zion  Lodge.  Though  the  parade  was  completed  promptly  on 
time,  owing  to  the  delay  in  handling  the  immense  assemblage  of  people 
at  the  temple,  the  dedicatory  ceremonies  were  an  hour  and  ten  minutes 
late  in  starting. 

But  the  crowd  of  visitors  who  witnessed  the  ceremonies  was  amply 
repaid  for  the  long  wait  for  what  followed.  The  large  hall  room  was 
about  three-fourths  filled  with  members  of  the  fraternity  and  ladies, 
when  at  5:40,  Delmar  C.  Ross,  Worshipful  Master  of  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1, 
rapped  the  assemblage  to  order  and  the  members  to  their  feet,  as  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  Lou  B.  Winsor,  escorted  by  the  other  Grand 
Officers,  was  announced. 

The  party  included  the  following:  Worshipful  Grand  Tyler  James 
F.  McGregor,  Detroit,  with  drawn  sword;  Brother  James  H.  Pound,  a 
Past  Master  of  Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  bearing  a  golden  vessel  of  corn: 
Brother  John  P.  Fiske,  a  Past  Master  of  Union  Lodge  of  S.  O.,  No.  3, 
bearing  a  silver  vessel  of  wine,  and  Brother  Robert  J.  Puddock,  a  Past 
Master  of  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  91,  bearing  a  silver  vessel  of  oil;  Brother 
Wm.  P.  Summer,  a  Past  Master  of  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  240,  bearing  a 
burning  taper;  Brother  Frank  B.  Vaughn,  a  Past  Master  of  Zion  Lodge, 
No.  1,  bearing  the  Holy  Bible,  Square  and  Compass;  Brother  George 
Osius,  a  Past  Master  of  Schiller  Lodge,  No.  263,  and  Brother  Wm. 
Carson,  a  Past  Master  of  Kilwinning  Lodge,  No.  297,  bearing  each  a 
burning  taper;  Frank  O.  Gilbert,  Bay  City,  Worshipful  Senior  Grand 
Deacon;  Neal  McMillan,  Rockford,  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Deacon; 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  P.  G.  M.,  Lexington,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lec- 
tnrer;  William  Wente,  Manistee,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer; 
J.  S.  Conover,  Coldwater,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary;  Frank  T. 
Lodge,  Detroit,  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden;  Lucian  E. 
Wood,  Pokagon,  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden;  Jas.  Bradley, 
Port  Huron,  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master;  Rev.  A.  A. 
Knappen,  Albiou,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Chaplain;  Lou  B.  Winsor, 
Reed  City,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  two  Deacons. 

The  usual  ceremony  of  marching  about  the  room  was  carried  out, 
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after  which  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Winsor  took  charge  of  the 
ceremonies,  and  after  a  prayer  by  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Chaplain, 
Rev.  A.  A.  Knappen,  with  the  use  of  a  symbolical  square,  level  and 
plumb  the  fitness  of  the  building  for  masonic  usages  was  tested. 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  then  formed  in  procession 
and  to  the  music  of  a  piano  marched  about  an  open  space  in  the  center 
of  the  room.  Soon  they  were  formed  in  a  hollow  square  and  the  build- 
ing was  formally  dedicated  by  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Winsor, 
the  words  of  the  ceremony  being  repeated  by  him  as  he  poured  corn, 
symbolical  of  plenty;  wine,  the  symbol  of  nourishment;  oil,  the  emblem 
of  joy,  on  the  floor.  Another  prayer  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Chaplain  was  then  offered.  An  ode  was  sung  to  the  tune  of  "America." 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Marshal  Roscoe  W.  Broughton  proclaimed 
from  the  several  sides  of  the  room  representing  the  quarters  of  the 
globe,  that  the  building  had  been  solemnly  dedicated,  and  cautioned  all 
members  of  the  craft  to  conduct  themselves  accordingly,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  again  formed  in  procession  and  marched  out. 

The  ceremonies  had  been  most  impressive  and  interesting  to  the 
visitors  as  well  as  to  the  members  of  the  fraternity.  It  is  not  often 
that  even  members  have  an  opportunity  to  witness  these  ceremonies 
and  more  seldom  that  outsiders  are  permitted  to  see  any  of  such  work, 
and  the  interest  was  correspondingly  great. 

Mayor  Maybury,  as  chairman  of  the  masonic  reception  committee, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  arrivals  at  the  temple  that  evening,  and  at  once 
busied  himself  assisting  the  general  committee  in  receiving  the  con- 
stantly swelling  crowd  of  guests,  who  came  first  by  tens  and  scores  and 
then  grew  to  hundreds.  Aided  by  Messrs.  William  W.  Chapin,  W.  H. 
Baxter,  James  Findlater  and  others,  Mayor  Maybury  and  the  reception 
committee  took  their  places  in  the  parlors  and  corridor  of  the  temple 
and  made  every  arrival  feel  thoroughly  at  home.  When  the  grand 
officers,  headed  by  Grand  Master  Lou  B.  Winsor,  entered  the  temple, 
at  8  o'clock,  Mayor  Maybury  escorted  them  into  the  main  parlor,  at  the 
right  of  the  entrance,  and,  with  Grand  Master  Winsor  at  his  right  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  ranged  along  in  the  order  of  their 
rank,  the  formal  reception  began,  Mayor  Maybury  introducing  the  more 
noted  of  the  guests  to  Grand  Master  Winsor,  he  in  turn  to  the  next  and 
so  in  order  until  the  long  line  was  passed  and  the  visitors  went  out 
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through  the  corridor  in  the  rear.  The  line  which  the  incoming  visitors 
greeted  stood  in  the  following  order: 

Mayor  Maybury  at  the  right;  Lou  B.  Winsor,  Reed  City,  grand  master;  James 
Bradley,  Port  Huron,  deputy  grand  master;  Frank  T.  Lodge,  Detroit,  senior  grand 
warden;  LucianE.  Wood,  Pokagon,  junior  grand  warden;  William  Wente,  Manistee, 
grand  treasurer;  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Coldwater,  grand  secretary;  Arthur  M.  Clark, 
Lexington,  grand  lecturer;  Rev.  A.  A.  Knappen,  Albion,  grand  chaplain;  Frank  O. 
Gilbert;  Bay  City,  senior  grand  deacon;  Neal  McMillian,  Rockford,  junior  grand 
deacon;  George  D.  Mason,  Detroit,  grand  architect;  Roscoe  W.  Broughton,  Paw 
Paw,  grand  marshal;  James  F.  McGregor,  Detroit,  grand  tyler;  Richard  Austin,  C. 
W.  Allen,  Wm.  H.  Allison,  Wm.  H.  Baxter,  Oliver  Bourke,  J.  C.  Burton,  Robert 
L.  Bailie,  John  Beyster,  Wm.  M.  Bailey,  Louis  Blitz,  R.  A.  Catton,  Wm.  W. 
Chapin,  Clinton  S.  Chase,  E.  W.  Cottrell,  N.  Coulson,  Chas.  Cogan,  Seward  E. 
Clark,  Wm.  F.  Doyle,  Henry  H.  Dixon,  Lawrence  Depew,  Matt  Duncan,  Banks  B. 
Duncan,  E.  B.  Easter,  Jas.  Findlater,  John  Fry;  Lewis  G.  Gorton,  Geo.  H.  Goudie, 
Wm.  R.  Anderson,  James  G.  Anderson,  Oscar  E.  Angstman,  H.  G.  Blanchard,  D. 
Bennett  Bancroft,  John  F.  Behlow,  E.  A.  Burch,  Albert  A.  Brown,  J.  H.  Bishop, 
M.  H.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Carson,  Jas.  Caldwell,  Jr.,  Henry  C.  Corns,  Thos.  G. 
Craig,  Geo.  A.  Crawford,  John  H.  Cartwright,  John  B.  Corliss,  G.  H.  Douglass, 
Geo.  T.  Drywood,  Jas.  E.  Davis,  Julius  A.  Dresser,  Wm.  H.  Ellis,  John  P.  Fiske, 
Frank  F.  Fisher,  Chas.  J.  George,  O.  N.  Gardner,  Joseph  Greusel,  John  A.  Gerow, 
Chas.  F.  Gibson,  Geo.  Green,  M.  H.  Godfrey,  Jr.,  John  H.  Hanna,  Wm.  P.  Hol- 
den,  Horace  E.  Hatch,  E.  R.  Harris,  Jules  G.  Hoffman,  Albert  S.  Harris,  Geo. 
Heigho,  Edward  W.  Jenks,  Z.  C.  Jessop,  Frank  Kennedy,  H.  Peter  Kurtzrock, 
Louis  J.  Kretzschmar,  J.  B.  Kennedy,  F.  Wm.  Lichtenberg,  Martin  Lawson,  Edwin 
F.  Lamb,  A.  E.  Meigs,  Hiram  Marks,  Marks  Misthkum,  Homer  McGraw,  Joseph 
Mayworn,  Chas.  W.  Moore,  W.  J.  McLean,  Robert  H.  Murray,  Thos.  McGregor, 
John  E.  Griffith,  R.  W.  Gardner,  Wm.  J.  Gentsch,  F.  H.  R.  Hardinge,  Frederick 
W.  Hayes,  Henry  G.  Holmes,  Wm.  Haste,  Joseph  Harris,  Joseph  Hawkins,  Chas. 

D.  Hastings,  Hugh  Johnson,  Wm.  R.  Johnston,  Elmer  H.  Knapp,  Wm.  A.  Kane, 
Oswald  Kulewatz,  Samuel  S.  Kerr,  Wm.  H.  Kessler,  John  W.  Lawson,  Frank  T. 
Lodge,  Harry  M.  Lick,  Harry  Milward,  Geo.  W.  McKimmie,  Theodore  Mettetal, 
Wm.  H.  McGregor,  John  W.  McGrath,  Arthur  H.  McCloud,  J.  M.  McFarlane, 
Thos.  Mottram,  John  Naylon,  Thos.  N.  O'Neil,  Hiram  M.  O'Dell,  Jas.  Purdie, 
David  Patterson,  R.  L.  Polk,  Herman  Rohns,  R.  J.  Rudduck,  A.  H.  Raynor,  Chas. 
H.  Rowe,  O.  W.  Shipman,  Albert  E,  Stewart,  Edwin  Scott,  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Sayres, 

E.  I.  Stimson,  Arthur  E.  Stevens,  Walter  F.  Tidswell,  D.  D.  Thorp,  Warner  R. 
Thompson,  Evan  E.  Thomas,  Frank  B.  Vaughn,  Philip  T.  VauZile,  A.  VanDusen, 
Emery  T.  Wood,  John  M.  Wright,  Frederick  Wallington,  E.  A.  Waterfall,  Herman 
Weiss,  Frank  P.  K.  Oldfield,  George  Osius,  A.  G.  Pitts,  F.  C.  Pohlmeyer,  John  A. 
Preston,  Emil  P.  Puhl,  Richard  Rowland,  Alfred  Rooks,  Water  C.  Robinson,  W.  H. 
Reynolds,  Norman  Reynolds,  Abra  M.  Seymour,  Edward  Stange,  Henry  Stewart, 
Fred  Seebaldt;  George  Straw,  Simeon  Smith,  Albert  R.  Town,  J.  F.  Traub,  Wm. 
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Thoburn,  Edward  Telfer,  Harmon  R.  Vertior,  James  Vaughan,  Wm.  H.  Whitaker, 
James  H.  Wiltsie,  Fred  H.  Warren,  R.  C.  Webb,  John  B.  Whelan,  August  Rohns, 
F.  H.  Leavenworth. 

Promptly  on  the  minute,  when  9  o'clock  struck,  the  programme  in 
the  big  assembly  room  on  the  seventh  floor  of  the  temple  began  with  an 
earnest  invocation  by  Rev.  George  Forsey.  The  huge  hall  was  filled 
with  humanity,  ladies  predominating,  and  the  many  bright  hues  of 
their  dresses,  the  gay  summer  bonnets  and  the  incessant  waving  of  fans 
of  all  colors  and  descriptions,  gave  a  unique  brilliancy  to  the  scene.  The 
great  arched  ceiling,  with  its  softly  gleaming  electric  globes,  surrounded 
by  fringes  of  green  ivy,  looked  like  a  glance  into  the  sky  of  some  fairy 
land.  Not  a  vacant  chair  was  left  in  the  hall  half  an  hour  before  the 
exercises  began,  and  standing  room  soon  became  equally  scarce.  The 
hall  never  before  in  its  history  seated  a  greater  or  more  exclusive 
audience  than  that  night.  The  floor,  from  the  elevators  and  stairway 
to  the  back  wall  was  a  sea  of  faces,  and  every  inch  in  the  balcony  was 
filled  with  interested  spectators.  After  the  impressive  prayer  by  Rev. 
George  Forsey,  Orin  R.  Baldwin,  who  acted  as  president  of  the  evening, 
made  his  address  of  welcome,  closing  with  his  introduction  of  the  Grand 
Master  Mason  of  the  Michigan  Lodge,  Lou  B.  Winsor,  who  made  the 
first  address  of  the  evening,  on  "The  Master  Mason,"  as  follows: 

"Two  years  and  a  half  ago,  on  a  bitter  cold  day  of  midwinter,  the  masonic  fra- 
ternity of  Detroit,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state,  then  in  annual 
session  here,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  this  building,  according  to  ancient  form  and 
usage.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  erected  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Masonic 
Temples  that  was  ever  constructed,  which  will  undoubtedly  endure  for  years  to  come, 
to  furnish  a  pleasant  home  and  every  facility  for  the  practice  of  masonic  rites.  As 
the  corner-stone  placed  in  position  at  the  commencement  of  this  enterprise  forms  the 
foundation  of  support  of  this  magnificent  temple,  so  the  Master  Mason  forms  the 
corner-stone  and  the  very  foundation  of  the  entire  masonic  fraternity,  with  all  its 
various  branches.  Remove  the  foundation  from  this  temple,  and  it  will  topple  and 
fall.  Remove  the  Master  Mason  from  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  institution 
will  only  be  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  past.  As  we  enter  this  temple,  and  ascend 
story  after  story,  and  view  the  beautiful  surroundings  and  elegant  furniture  which 
adorns  its  various  apartments,  we  seldom  give  a  thought  to  the  large,  plain  stone 
which  forms  its  foundation.  And  so,  likewise,  it  is  too  often  the  case  that  Masons, 
ascending  round  after  round  of  the  masonic  ladder  and  becoming  arrayed  in  the 
gorgeous  equipment  of  the  Knight  Templar  and  the  insignia  of  the  thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  are  so  taken  up  with  the  beauties  of  their  elevated  station,  that  they 
forget  that  they  are  Master  Masons;  and  while  the  Commandery  and  Consistory  sees 


V 

le 
le 

iv 
•as 
ev. 


iud 

the 


ira- 
nual 
aa<i 
;oiiic 
Diue, 
As 
sthe 
is  the 
all  its 
e  and 
Lution 

which 

in  the 
second 
it  they 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


491 


them  in  frequent  attendance,  the  blue  lodge  is  rarely  graced  by  their  presence.  With 
the  true  Mason  this  is  not  the  case.  If  we  investigate  the  lives  of  those  whose 
names  are  enrolled  high  upon  the  scroll  of  fame  in  our  mystic  order,  who  have 
proved  an  honor  to,  as  well  as  being  honored  by,  Masonry,  we  will  invariably  find 
that  they  have  ever  been  true  to  their  duties  as  Master  Masons.  As  the  plain  cor- 
ner-stone of  this  temple  will  endure  long  after  its  furniture  shall  have  mouldered  and 
decayed,  and  its  walls  shall  have  crumbled  and  fallen  into  the  dust,  to  again,  pos- 
sibly, be  used  as  another  corner-stone  for  a  new,  larger  and  grander  masonic  temple 
to  meet  the  additional  requirements  of  the  future  generation  of  Masons,  so  the 
distinguished  members  of  our  fraternity,  after  having  lived  a  life  of  honor  and  use- 
fulness, and  having  climbed  to  the  highest  round  of  the  ladder  and  held  all  the 
honored  positions  that  is  possible  for  the  order  to  confer  upon  them,  when  their 
dissolution  draws  nigh  and  the  cold  winds  of  death  come  sighing  around  them,  their 
last  request  invariably  is  that  their  remains  may  be  deposited  in  their  final  resting 
place  with  the  simple  but  beautiful  ritual  of  the  Master  Mason.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  in  any  way  belittling  the  higher  degrees  of  Masonry.  I  firmly  believe 
that  spare  time  and  means  can  not  be  invested  to  better  purpose  than  in  the  pursuit 
of  masonic  knowledge  as  revealed  in  one  degree  after  another,  provided  the  seeker 
is  animated  with  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  secure  further  light  in  masonry, 
and  not  simply  from  a  motive  of  being  able  to  adorn  himself  with  a  maltese  cross  or 
a  double  eagle.  It  is  not  the  degrees  a  man  obtains  that  make  him  a  Mason. 
Some  there  are  who  have  passed  through  the  ceremonies  of  every  degree  conferred 
in  Michigan  and  yet  they  are  not  Masons.  There  are  men  in  this  world  who  have 
never  seen  the  inside  of  a  lodge  room  and  yet  they  are  Masons,  though  they  are 
not  aware  of  the  fact  themselves.  If  the  time  would  ever  come  when  a  Mason  could 
be  distinguished,  not  from  the  emblem  which  he  wears,  but  from  a  known,  steady 
adherence  to  the  principles  taught  him  within  our  walls;  if  he  were  known  to  ex- 
emplify the  four  cardinal  virtues,  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence  and  justice;  if  he 
were  known  as  one  to  whom  the  burdened  heart  could  pour  out  its  sorrows  and  find 
consolation;  to  whom  the  widow  and  orphan  could  apply  and  obtain  assistance,  and 
strictly  practice  the  noble  tenets  of  our  profession,  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth, 
then,  indeed,  the  noblest  title  that  could  be  conferred  upon  anyone  in  this  world 
would  be  that  of  a  Master  Mason." 

Following  Brother  Winsor  came  Clarence  H.  Leonard,  who  spoke  of 
"The  Royal  Arch  Mason,"  a  song  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson,  the 
"Knight  Templar,"  by  Rev.  Lee  McCollester,  a  song  by  Homer  Warren, 
an  address  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Blades,  on  the  "Scottish  Rite  Mason,"  clos- 
ing with  the  national  air,  "America,"  sung  by  the  entire  audience. 
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DETROIT  COMMANDERY. 


ITS  SPLENDID  RECORD  OF  VICTORIES  AND  MERITED  HONORS  WON. 

BY  SIR  KNIGHT  F.  H.  WAKEFIELD. 


Wherever  the  beauseant  of  Knights  Templarism  is  displayed,  and 
wherever  the  motto,  "In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces"  gleams  around  the  cross 
and  crown,  there  is  Detroit  Commandery  known.  It's  history  is  traced 
in  the  letters  of  success.  Ever  since  its  belted  and  plumed  Knights 
went  on  their  first  pilgrimage  in  1866,  to  do  escort  duty  to  President 
Grant,  down  to  the  dresent  day,  it  has  been  the  best  known  and  uni- 
versally acknowledged  leader  in  the  Templar  drill. 

The  order  of  Knights  Templar,  or  as  it  was  called  at  first,  Knights 
of  the  Temple,  was  founded  away  back  in  the  nth  century  and  its  basic 
principles  were  established  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice 
of  Christian  virtues.  Those  old  Knights  of  the  Temple  went  out  to  aid 
their  fellow  men  and  benefit  the  world.  From  that  ancient  order  certain 
maxims  have  come  down  and  been  consecrated  to  the  Templar  Knights 
of  today.  High  upon  the  escutcheon  of  every  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templars  is  engraved  truth,  justice,  courage,  constancy,  hospitality  and 
self  denial.  These  are  the  principles  taught  and  that  any  should  have 
departed  from  them  in  the  eleventh  century,  or  should  depart  from  them 
in  these  fin  de  seicle  times,  is  not  the  fault  of  the  order,  for  no  Knight 
who  keeps  in  mind  the  lessons  he  is  taught  can  ever  step  aside  from  the 
path  of  strict  rectitude  and  honor. 

The  first  Templar  pilgrimage,  of  which  legend  or  history  gives 
any  account,  occurred  in  the  year  1064,  when  more  than  7,000  pilgrims, 
congregating  from  all  parts  of  the  old  world,  visited  the  Holy  Land, 
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and  it  was  the  desire  of  these  pilgrims  to  visit  those  holy  places  that 
they  might  be  sanctified  by  so  doing,  that  led  to  the  foundation  of  the 
order.  It  was  35  years  later  that  the  Crusaders,  the  Templars  of  their 
day,  captured  Jerusalem  and  drove  out  the  infidels.  Since  then  Tem- 
plarism  has  always  lived.  It  was  first  recognized  in  11 18  by  Baldwin 
I.,  king  of  Jerusalem,  who  granted  to  the  "Fellow  Soldiers  of  Christ"  a 
place  within  the  sacred  enclosure  of  the  temple  on  Mount  Moriah  and 
he  dubbed  them  Knights  of  the  Temple  of  Solomon.  Through  various 
vicissitudes,  including  at  one  time  the  persecution  of  the  order  by  Pope 
Clement,  it  has  continued  to  exist,  even  to  flourish,  and  the  name  of 
Jacques  de  Molay,  the  first  martyred  grand  master  of  the  craftmen,  is 
still  preserved  upon  many  Templar  banners  in  every  country  under  the 
sun.  The  rituals  of  Knights  Templar  all  over  the  world  are  substan- 
tially identical.  The  candidate  for  Templarism  must  have  passed 
through  the  first  three  grades  of  the  order,  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and 
be  a  Roynl  Arch  Mason.  The  flag  of  Templarism  is  the  same  the 
world  over.  It  is  a  parti-colored  banner  of  black  and  white  and  was 
called  the  beauseant  or  battle  flag  of  Ancient  Templars. 

This,  in  brief,  is  the  order  to  which  Detroit  Commandery  No.  1,  K. 
T.,  belongs,  and  of  which  it  is  the  recognized  and  acknowledged  head  in 
the  line  of  Templar  tacties  and  maneuvers.  Its  members  today  do  not, 
like  the  Knights  Templar  of  old,  go  forth  to  battle  with  sword  and 
buckler,  as  did  their  brothers  of  the  eleventh  century,  yet  they  do  en- 
deavor to  teach  the  same  wholesome  truths  and  to  fight  the  same  good 
fight.  The  sword  and  buckler  have  been  laid  aside  with  the  age  of 
chivalry;  the  helmet  and  breastplate  have  only  a  poetic  place  in  the 
mind,  but  ineffable  truth,  to  which  Templarism  was  bound  800  years 
ago,  is  the  same  as  that  to  which  the  Knights  hold  fast  today. 

The  inception  and  formation  of  Detroit  Commandery  was  not  of 
such  order  as  would  seem  to  warrant  the  success  it  has  attained.  Away 
back  in  the  opening  of  the  year  185 1,  a  few  Sir  Knights,  who  had  re- 
ceived their  degrees  and  had  been  dubbed  and  created  Knights  of  the 
Temple  in  other  places,  decided  that  it  would  be  well  to  form  a  com- 
mandery in  the  metropolis  of  Michigan.  That  Commandery  would, 
of  course,  be  No.  1  of  the  state,  and  it  is  so  chanced  that  it  was  destined 
to  be  the  first  Commandery  of  the  United  States  as  well.  When  these 
Sir  Knights  met  to  organize  they  found  that  they  were  lacking  of  the 
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constitutional  number  to  institute  a  coinmandery  of  Knights  Templars, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  implore  the  aid  of  foreign  fraters  to  start  the 
Commandery.  For  this  purpose  two  Sir  Knights  were  imported  to  make 
up  the  necessary  number. 

It  is  perhaps  of  enough  importance  that  the  names  of  these  organ- 
izers of  Detroit  Commandery  should  be  given  as  a  roll  of  honor.  They 
were  E.  Smith  Lee,  Charles  M.  Eldridge,  E.  Farnsworth,  Andrew 
Flowers,  John  Scott,  Robert  Baird,  Z.  L.  Webb,  and  the  veteran,  Col. 
A.  T.  McReynolds,  the  only  charter  member  now  living.  When  the 
petition  of  the  new  Commandery  went  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  De- 
troit Commandery  No.  i,  was  authorized,  and  worked  under  a  dispen- 
sation with  Eminent  Commander,  E.  Smith  Lee,  Sir  John  D.  Grayson, 
of  the  United  States  army,  as  Generalissmo,  and  Sir  Charles  Richmond 
as  Captain  General.  There  was  no  charter  granted  until  October  14, 
1853.  The  Commandery  at  this  time  occupied  rooms  at  the  corner  of 
Wayne  street  and  Jefferson  avenue,  which  had  been  donated  by  Detroit 
Lodge  No.  2,  F.  &  A.  M.  The  records  of  this  occupation  are  incom- 
plete, but  they  show,  with  the  record  of  Monroe  Chapter,  that  a  meeting 
of  the  Commandery  was  held  in  the  winter  of  1852-53,  in  the  Masonic 
hall  on  Jefferson  avenue,  between  Griswold  and  Shelby  streets. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  records  of  the  Commandery  which  show 
any  marked  progress  until  July  13,  1852,  when,  as  a  body,  it  turned 
out  for  the  first  public  parade,  to  take  part  in  the  memorial  services 
held  in  all  cities  of  the  country,  incident  to  the  death  of  Henry  Clay. 
The  second  appearance  of  Detroit  Commandery  was  on  September  30, 
1852,  when  they  escorted  the  remains  of  a  deceased  brother  to  the  last 
resting  place  in  Elmwood  cemetery. 

From  then  until  1866  there  was  nothing  of  especial  moment  or 
public  importance  in  the  doings  of  Detroit  Commandery.  On  Sep- 
tember 4,  1866,  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  then  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  to  arrive  in  the  city,  attended  by  Commodore  Farragut  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen.  They  were  on  their  way  to  attend  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  of  Douglass  monument  in  Chicago.  It  was  known 
that  they  proposed  to  stop  over  at  Detroit  and  at  the  request  of  munici- 
pal authorities  Detroit  Commandery  acted  as  escort  to  the  distinguished 
guests.  The  Commandery,  by  this  time,  had  grown  in  numbers,  and 
when  Gen.  Grant  arrived  in  the  city  he  found  a  line  of  42  Sir  Knights, 
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on  either  side,  with  drawn  swords,  waiting  to  receive  him.  It  was  the 
momentous  start  of  the  now  famous  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars, 
and  it  was  also  the  occasion  of  their  first  pilgrimage.  When  Gen. 
Grant  and  Commodore  Farragut  left  Detroit,  they  left  under  the  escort 
of  84  swords  of  Detroit  Commandery.  When  the  train  approached 
Chicago,  Detroit  Commandery  was  received  by  Apollo  Commandery, 
No.  1,  of  Chicago,  the  oldest  Commandery  of  Illinois.  No  Templar 
maneuvers  and  no  fancy  tactics  of  squares  and  crosses  marked  the 
ceremonies  of  their  reception  or  departure.  It  was  a  fraternal  visit  and 
hardly  for  show. 

The  second  time  that  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  was  called  upon 
by  civic  authorities  was  on  July  4,  1867,  when  the  corner-stone  of  the 
soldiers'  and  sailors'  monument  was  laid  in  Grand  Circus  park.  On 
this  occasion  Detroit  Commandery  was  again  the  potential  feature,  and 
in  Templarism  was  assisted  by  50  Sir  Knights  of  Apollo  Commandery 
of  Chicago,  who  visited  the  city  as  guests  of  Detroit. 

The  second  pilgrimage  of  Detroit  Commandery  was  even  more 
momentous  in  its  bearings  on  future  events  than  the  first,  and  it  began 
the  series  of  successes  which  has  marked  the  history  of  the  now  famous 
commandery  drill.  The  strongest  Commandery  in  Ohio  at  this  time 
was  Reed  Commandery,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  it  invited  Detroit,  No.  1, 
to  attend  a  parade  and  review  by  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Ohio. 

This  was  the  starting  point  of  the  fame  of  Detroit  Commandery  in 
drill  and  it  occurred  October  19,  1868.  The  officers  of  the  Commandery 
were  Sir  John  A.  Barnes,  Eminent  Commander;  Sir  A.  J.  Hibbard, 
Generalissimo,  and  Sir  E.  I.  Garfield,  Captain-general.  Reed  Com- 
mandery, of  Dayton,  Ohio,  turned  out  on  horseback,  70  Sir  Knights, 
as  an  escort,  and  it  is  peculiar  that  on  this  occasion,  as  on  the  coming 
visit  to  Boston,  that  Detroit  Commandery  was  assigned  to  the  right  of 
the  line.  The  fame  of  Detroit  Commandery  had  preceded  it  and  the 
Grand  Officers  of  Ohio  requested  a  drill.  Grounds  suitable  for  the 
occasion  had  been  provided  and  on  October  19,  1868,  Detroit  Com- 
mandery, No.  1,  Knights  Templar,  gave  the  first  public  exemplification 
of  Templar  drill  and  tactics  ever  given  in  the  world,  and  this  work  was  on 
the  manual  conceived  and  written  by  Capt.  Gen.  Garfield. 
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In  this  drill,  military  evolutions,  squares,  triangles  and  the  passion 
and  double  cross  were  shown.  When  it  was  over  Detroit  Commandery 
received  the  complimentary  congratulations  of  the  united  Commanderies 
of  Ohio,  and  when  Detroit  Commandery  arrived  home  they  were  given 
a  banquet  befitting  the  work  they  had  done. 

The  fame  of  Detroit  Commandery  went  beyond  the  limit  of  the 
Western  Reserve  and  St.  Johns  Commandery,  of  Philadelphia,  solicited 
a  visit.  The  invitation  from  the  Philadelphia  fraters  was  accepted,  and 
September  12,  1869,  the  third  pilgrimage  was  made.  When  the  Sir 
Knights  arrived  in  Philadelphia  and  were  escorted  to  the  American 
hotel,  the  streets  were  crowded  to  see  the  Commandery  whose  fame  had 
preceded  them.  The  well-known  call,  "Fall  in,  five  minutes,"  rang 
through  the  corridors  and  in  five  minutes  Detroit  Commandery  was 
lined  up  on  Chestnut  Street,  with  the  first  regiment  United  States  Infant- 
ry band  at  the  head.  The  march  of  Detroit,  with  its  various  evolutions, 
developed  an  ovation.  The  clapping  of  hands,  the  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs, and  the  echoing  cheers  rang  out  from  one  end  of  the  line  of 
march  to  the  other. 

What  Detroit  had  done  in  Philadelphia  was  flashed  across  the  wires 
to  the  City  of  the  Straits  and  when  the  now  famous  Commandery  came 
back  from  the  Quaker  City  they  were  received  at  the  depot  by  the 
home  guard  and  escorted  to  the  Biddle  House,  then  the  leading  hotel  of 
the  city,  to  partake  of  a  triumphal  feast.  It  was  judged  such  a 
momentous  event  that  Hon.  H.  P.  Baldwin,  then  governor  of  the  state, 
welcomed  them  back  from  the  steps  of  his  residence  in  a  speech  in  which 
he  said,  "We,  the  citizens  of  the  state  at  large,  share  in  it" — referring 
to  the  glory  the  Commandery  had  attained,  "and  we  give  you  a  cordial 
welcome  home."  The  mayor  of  the  city  also  received  the  Commandery 
with  a  speech,  thanking  them  for  the  honor  they  had  brought  upon  the 
city. 

They  were  not  long  to  go  without  a  contest.  Reed  Commandery,  of 
Dayton,  wanted  to  compete  with  them  in  a  friendly  drill,  and  the  then 
Captain  General  of  Detroit  Commandery,  Sir  E.  I.  Garfield,  issued  a 
book  on  Templar  tactics  which  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States.  The  drill  was  set  for  Cleveland  and  to  partake  in  this  drill, 
Detroit  Commandery  made  its  fourth  pilgrimage,  October  18,  1869. 
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The  fact  that  Detroit  was  to  then  give  a  public  drill  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  Knights  Templar  throughout  the  country,  and  many  of  the 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Commanderies  came  on  to  see  it.  Reed 
Commandery,  as  the  challenging  party,  opened  the  drill,  and  when  they 
had  completed  their  evolutions  and  marched  from  the  field,  it  was  the 
general  opinion  among  the  spectators  that  Detroit  Commandery  had 
competed  once  too  often  and  had  met  its  superior.  That  opinion  was 
speedily  dispelled.  When  the  serried  columns  of  Detroit  marched  upon 
the  field  of  competition  in  column  of  threes,  and  then,  by  threes  right 
swung  into  full  commandery  front,  the  crowd  cheered,  and  admitted 
that  Reed  Commandery  had  lost  a  point,  and  from  then  on  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  drill  it  was  one  grand  ovation  for  the  high  degree  York 
Rite  Masons  from  Detroit.  There  was  no  doubt  as  to  which  had  won, 
and  when  Detroit  had  come  home  its  fame  was  still  further  extended. 
Again  there  was  a  reception  upon  their  arrival  in  Detroit,  and  again 
the  city  and  state  did  them  honor  through  the  officials. 

For  a  year  and  a  half  the  commandery  apparently  was  quiescent,  as 
far  as  outside  pilgrimages  were  concerned,  but  during  this  time,  namely: 
On  November  12,  1869,  they  dedicated  the  newMasonic  Hall  at  Fenton- 
ville,  and  on  July  4,  187 1,  bad  the  right  of  the  line  in  the  grand  parade 
which  marked  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Detroit  city  hall,  and  a 
month  and  a  half  later  they  went  to  Rochester,  New  York,  to  perform  the 
last  sad  rites  over  the  remains  of  a  deceased  frater. 

The  next  pilgrimage  was  to  Baltimore,  on  September  17,  1871,  and 
here  there  was  a  competitive  drill.  Detroit  Commandery  at  this  time 
being  unable  to  secure  suitable  quarters  in  Baltimore,  was  quartered  at 
Williard's  Hotel  in  Washington,  and  the  first  thing  done  after  arrival 
was  to  pay  a  visit  to  Mt.  Vernon,  where,  as  Master  Masons,  they  were 
drawn  up  in  line  at  the  grave  of  Washington,  a  Past  Master  of  the 
Craft.  With  uncovered  and  reverentially  bowed  heads  they  stood  at 
the  tomb  of  the  country's  father,  while  suitable  observances  were  paid 
to  the  time  and  place. 

On  the  parade  in  Baltimore,  Detroit  Commandery  was  pitted  against 
the  choice  flower  and  pick  of  Templar  Commanderies  of  the  continent. 

How  well  they  did  is  perhaps  best  shown  by  the  report  of  the 
special  committee,  composed  of  United  States  army  officers,  which  said, 
after  reciting  what  the  commanderies  had  done,  4 1  We  have  arrived  at 
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the  conclusion,  that  for  excellence  of  movement,  perfection  of  discipline 
and  general  knightly  appearance,  the  Detroit  Commandery,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  bore  away  the  palm.  We,  therefore,  award  to  it  the  first  place 
in  the  procession  and  consider  it  entitled  to  the  honors  of  the  day." 

In  this  competition  no  less  than  16  Commanderies  were  entered. 
The  prize,  a  libation  set,  which  is  still  used  by  Detroit  Commandery, 
was  that  night  presented  to  the  Detroit  Templars,  who  had  fairly  won 
it.  The  Chronicle  of  the  next  day  announced,  "Nothing  has  ever 
equalled  it  and  to  Detroit  Commandery,  for  their  perfection  and  military 
discipline  in  drill,  certainly  belongs  the  honor."  It  was  on  this  occasion 
that  Hon.  Zach.  Chandler  visited  the  headquarters  of  Detroit  Com- 
mandery and  personally  thanked  them  for  the  honor  which  they  had 
done  to  the  city  and  state  which  they  represented. 

The  mayor  of  Detroit,  in  welcoming  them,  said:  "I  can  assure 
you  that  this  distinction  carried  a  glow  of  pride  and  gratification  to  all 
in  our  city,  whether  Masons  or  not." 

The  next  pilgrimage  was  not  as  extensive  nor  as  momentous.  It 
was  only  a  short  trip  to  Toledo,  but  it  was  a  marked  event,  from  the 
fact  that  it  began  Captain  General  Robinson's  career  in  that  office,  a 
career  which  is  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  Detroit  Commandery,  as  no 
man  in  the  ranks  of  Michigan  Templarism  is  so  revered  and  admired 
as  is  Sir  Eugene  Robinson.  A  drill  was  given  on  this  occasion,  and 
Detroit  held  its  own. 

The  next  pilgrimage  was  also  brief  and  was  in  August,  1874,  when 
75  swords  went  to  Put-in-Bay. 

The  eighth  pilgrimage  was  another  grand  affair,  and  one  which 
electrified  the  east  with  the  perfection  of  Detroit  Commandery.  An 
invitation  was  received  in  the  spring  of  1875  f°r  Detroit  Commandery 
to  assist  in  the  dedicatory  ceremony,  June  2,  attendant  upon  the  formal 
opening  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple  in  New  York  City.  Extensive 
drilling  was  done  for  this  event  and  when  the  Sir  Knights  started  for 
New  York,  May  31,  they  were  as  near  perfection  as  practice  could  make 
them.  The  story  of  that  trip  was  one  continuous  round  of  applause. 
In  the  parade  Detroit  Commandery  surpassed  its  record  and  moved  all 
the  newspapers  of  New  York  to  words  of  praise  which  no  other  body  of 
men  has  ever  stirred  in  the  metropolis.    The  Sun,  in  speaking  of  the 
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march  of  Detroit  Commandery,  said:  "The  cheering  and  clapping  of 
hands  by  the  spectators  echoed  across  Washington  Square  and  being 
taken  up  on  the  other  side  ran  along  the  whole  line  of  march,  making 
such  a  burst  of  applause  as  has  never  greeted  any  procession  in  New 
York."  The  other  papers  said  substantially  the  same  thing  in  other 
words. 

It  was  on  this  trip  that  Henry  Wilson,  then  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  said  of  Detroit  Commendery,  in  a  speech,  that  t4it  had 
deserved  and  received  those  mangnanimous  courtesies  which  the  people 
of  New  York  always  tender  to  their  guests." 

The  next  pilgrimage  was  to  Phildelphia  and  in  celebration  of  the 
iooth  anniversary  of  the  declaration  of  independence.  Its  features  and 
its  success  were  the  same  as  had  attended  the  first  pilgrimage  of  Detroit 
to  the  Quaker  City. 

It  was  in  the  next  year  that  Detroit  Commandery  moved  into  its 
new  Asylum  on  Congress  Street,  and  they  celebrated  this  movement  of 
advance  by  one  equally  great  the  next  August.  Other  Commanderies 
had  grown  jealous,  in  a  friendly  way,  of  Detroit  having  borne  the  honor 
so  long.  They  did  not  see  why  thejr  were  not  as  well  qualified  to  stand 
at  the  head  of  Templarism  in  military  evolutions  as  was  Detroit  Com- 
mandery, and  this  feeling  of  rivalry  led  to  a  competitive  drill,  which,  for 
excellence  of  all  concerned,  has  probably  never  been  surpassed  in  ma- 
sonic events  in  the  old  world  or  the  new.  The  event  which  brought 
the  Templars  together  was  the  20th  triennial  conclave,  and  it  assembled 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  August  28,  1877.  A  short  time  previous  to  the 
conclave  a  communication  was  received  that  one  of  the  great  features 
was  to  be  a  prize  drill.  Detroit  Commandery  at  first  thought  it  advis- 
able not  to  enter  into  contest  but  this  decision  was  changed  by  the  out- 
side Commanderies  hinting  that  Detroit  was  afraid  to  come  in.  The 
officers  of  Detroit  Commandery  called  on  the  Captain  General  Miller, 
of  Oriental  Commandery,  Cleveland,  and  explained  to  him  that  their 
past  proficiency  had  been  attained  simply  with  the  desire  to  induce 
others  to  follow  and  now  they  thought  the  field  should  be  left  to  the 
others.  Captain  General  Miller  would  not  listen  to  this  as  he  said 
seven  other  Commanderies  had  already  entered  prepared  "to  take  the 
measure"  of  Detroit  Under  such  a  statement  as  this  there  was  only 
one  thing  to  do  and  that  was  to  be  prepared,  and  how  well  Detroit  Com- 
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mandery  was  prepared  is  shown  by  the  result.  Captain  General  Robinson 
set  at  work  to  get  them  in  readiness. 

This  pilgrimage  was  marked  by  two  unusual  features.  It  was  the 
first  time  that  Detroit  Commandery  had  ever  taken  to  the  water,  and 
the  first  time  when  seven  other  Commanderies  had  actually  prepared  to 
take  from  Detroit  the  well-earned  laurels  of  years.  The  trip  was  made 
on  the  steamer  Badger  State,  which  was  turned  into  a  floating  palace  by 
Sir  Knight  Livingstone  and  the  committee  on  decorations.  So  exten- 
sive were  the  decorations  that  thousands  of  Detroit  people  daily  visited 
the  dock  to  view  the  boat.  The  orders  on  this  trip  were  very  strict. 
Leaves  of  absence  were  hard  to  obtain,  decorations  of  all  kinds  on  the 
uniforms  were  tabooed,  and  nothing  but  the  Commandery  badge  and 
blue  ribbon  was  allowed.  Grand  Commander  Hugh  McCurdy  was 
under  the  escort  of  Detroit  No.  i.  There  were  15  Commanderies  from 
Michigan  on  this  pilgrimage  and  they  all  looked  to  Detroit  to  uphold 
the  honor  of  the  state  in  the  drill.  Entered  in  that  competitive  drill 
was  Cincinnati  No.  3,  and  Hanselman  No.  10,  of  Cincinnati;  Monroe  No. 
12,  of  Rochester;  Hugh  de  Payens  No.  30,  of  Buffalo;  Ascalon  No.  16, 
St.  Louis;  Raper  No.  1,  of  Indianapolis;  Damascus  No.  1,  of  St.  Paul, 
and  St.  Bernard  No.  35,  of  Chicago,  all  of  them  crack  Commanderies, 
and  each  had  spent  months  in  preparation. 

The  drill  ground  was  900  feet  square  and  had  been  perfectly  pre- 
pared. Detroit  drew  eighth  position,  but  by  the  courtesy  of  St.  Bernard 
of  Chicago,  was  given  last.  The  drilling  of  the  various  commanderies 
preceding  Detroit  was  all  excellent,  and  many  believed  that  Detroit 
could  never  surpass  those  who  had  gone  before.  The  other  command- 
eries had  shown  up  from  35  to  45  Sir  Knights,  but  when  Detroit  en- 
tered the  drill  field  with  63  Sir  Knights  and  a  band  of  29  pieces,  the 
very  force  of  the  numbers  became  a  feature.  The  history  of  that  drill 
is  familiar  to  the  people  of  Michigan.  From  the  moment  that  Captain 
General  Robinson  ordered  "threes  right,"  until  the  command  marched 
from  the  field  there  was  not  a  -false,  movement  or  mistake.  The  applause 
was  so  continuous  and  vociferous  that  at  times  it  almost  drowned  the 
orders  of  the  captain  general.  Some  idea  of  the  way  it  struck  the  judges, 
all  of  them  United  States  military  officers,  can  be  gained  from  the  re- 
marks of  two,  after  the  competition  was  over. 

Maj.  Clous,  one  of  the  judges,  said:  "I  have  seen  the  crack  com- 
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mands  of  the  army,  United  States  and  naval  cadets,  and  those  at  West 
Point  drill  many  times.  I  am  an  army  officer  myself  and  claim  to 
know  something  of  my  profession;  but  I  declare  to  you,  in  all  sincerety, 
that  when  Detroit  Commandery  came  on  the  field  my  colleagues  and 
myself  were  simply  amazed." 

Another  of  the  judges,  also  a  United  States  army  officer,  said, 
"There  is  no  use  competing  with  that  Detroit  .Commandery.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  an  equal  number  of  men  on  top  the  earth  who  can 
compete  with  them.  They  are  that  rare  thing  indeed,  a  perfect  military 
organization." 

The  verdict  of  the  judges  bore  out  this  opinion,  for  they  found  that, 
"the  score  of  Detroit  Commandery  No.  i  is  98  3-7  out  of  a  possible 
hundred,  the  highest  recorded  score  ever  attained  by  an  amateur  mili- 
tary organization  and  never  equalled  by  any  organization  as  yet  on  this 
continent.'' 

The  prize  offered  for  the  drill  was  a  beautiful  silken  banner.  This 
banner  is  no  longer  in  existence,  as  it,  with  the  gift  banner  of  the  ladies 
of  Palestine  Commandery,  New  York,  was  burned  in  the  Light  Infantry 
fire,  January  8,  1888. 

Of  the  trip  home  from  that  successful  competition  a  book  might  be 
written.  They  brought  back  with  them  their  old  companions  in  arms 
and  dear  fraters,  St.  Johns  Commandery,  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  on 
that  trip  back  that  Sir  Knights  Nicholson,  Brow  and  Livingstone  dis- 
tinguished themselves.  Capt.  Joe  fired  the  captain  of  the  boat  and  took 
command  himself,  and  the  other  two  became  his  mates.  It  was  a  voy- 
age of  rejoicing.  Detroit  Commandery  took  its  guests,  150  Sir  Knights 
and  40  ladies  of  St.  Johns  Commandery,  to  Put-in-Bay  and  then  brought 
them  to  Detroit.  The  Detroit  militia,  with  the  home  guard  of  the  com- 
mandery, headed  by  a  platoon  of  police,  turned  out  to  receive  the  victors. 
The  streets  over  which  the  procession  moved  were  literally  packed,  al- 
though it  was  early  in  the  morning.  Mayor  Lewis,  Senator  Chandler 
and  other  prominent  dignitaries  of  the  state  and  city,  received  them  at 
the  city  hall,  and  it  was  a  gala  day  for  the  citizens  of  Detroit,  as  well  as 
for  Detroit  Commandery  and  its  friends.  A  grand  banquet  was  spread 
that  night  at  the  Russell  house  and  the  post  prandial  exercises  lasted 
until  early  morning.    The  reception  continued  two  days,  and  then  a 
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committee  took  the  St.  Johns  Sir  Knights  to  Niagara  Falls,  showed 
them  the  cataract  and  bade  them  God-speed  on  their  journey  home.  It 
was,  up  to  this  time,  the  greatest  event  in  the  history  of  Detroit  Com- 
mandery,  and  the  officers  of  the  Commandery  and  six  platoons  are 
worthy  of  a  place  here.  They  were  J.  E.  Saxton,  E.  C;  M.  S.  Smith, 
G.  T.;  and  J.  P.  Fisk,  P.  E.  C;  aides  to  the  grand  marshal,  R.  Rowland, 
Generalissimo;  Eugene  Robinson,  Captain  General;  C.  H.  W.  Stocking, 
Prelate;  Garra  B.  Noble,  Recorder;  W.  S.  Coon,  S.  W.;  J.  Hough,  J.  W., 
M.  V.  Borgman,  Adjt.;  C.  A.  Warren,  S.  B.  Marshal,  H.  Godfrey,  S.  B., 
D.  S.  Sutherland,  W.,  A.  J.  Brow,  A.  J.  Rogers,  J.  W.  Dwyerand  F.  B. 
Howarth. 

The  next  glory  which  came  to  Detroit  Commandery  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 1878,  when  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  state  asked  Detroit 
Commandery  to  exemplify  the  work  of  the  Temple  and  Malta  degrees 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Grand  Body,  and  on  this  work  the  officers  of 
Detroit  Commandery  received  as  much  praise  as  on  their  field  move- 
ments. 

While  Detroit  Commandery,  since  its  famous  victory  in  Cleveland, 
has  had  many  and  pleasurable  smaller  pilgrimages,  it  has  also  attended, 
as  a  Commandery,  every  triennial  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
save  one,  and  that  the  session  in  California,  to  which  reference  will  be 
made  later. 

The  twenty-first  triennial  conclave  was  held  in  Chicago,  and  two 
or  three  Commanderies  wanted  another  prize  drill,  and  set  about  move- 
ments accordingly.  The  affair  was  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of 
Chicagoians  and  they  laid  down  certain  prescribed  rules,  the  majority 
of  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  Templarism  or  Templar  maneuvers, 
and  having  set  the  rules  they  demanded  that  Detroit  Commandery  come 
and  defend  its  prestige,  and  compete  for  a  banner  which  Chicago  was 
to  offer.  The  rules  were  considered  by  the  members  of  Detroit  Com- 
mandery, and  unanimously  rejected.  The  officers  of  the  Commandery 
were  directed  to  inform  the  Chicago  Committee  that  Detroit  Com- 
mandery were  Knights  Templar  and  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  any 
contest  under  jockey  club,  prize  fighting  and  base  ball  rules.  It  was 
ready  at  all  times  to  uphold  the  honors  its  merits  had  won,  but  never 
purposed  to  enter  any  snap  competition  or  set  itself  up  in  a  contest  in 
which  nought  but  dishonor  could  come  to  the  competitors,  even  to  the 
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victors.  Its  answer  created  disappointment.  Detroit  was  the  star  fea- 
ture, and  when  Detroit  Commandery  refused  to  drill,  the  drill  became 
little  better  than  a  farce,  and  the  award  of  no  importance.  An  idea  of 
the  prestige  of  Detroit  Commandery  can  be  gained  from  the  fact  that 
although  it  refused  to  enter  any  such  competition,  it  was  invited,  even 
implored,  to  give  an  exhibition  drill. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  August  17  that  Detroit  Commandery 
embarked  on  the  Michigan  Central  train  for  Chicago,  having  as  its 
guests,  Palestine  Commandery,  of  New  York,  and  Hugh  de  Payens,  of 
Buffalo.  The  three  Commanderies  were  met  at  Niles  by  a  delegation 
of  Apollo  Commandery,  the  first  foreign  friends  of  Detroit.  The  news 
of  its  coming  had  been  spread  abroad  and  when  the  Commandery 
marched  from  the  depot  in  Chicago  to  the  Grand  Pacific  hotel,  its  head- 
quarters, it  was  greeted  by  an  immense  throng  of  people  and  its  evolutions 
were  applauded  all  along  the  route.  The  next  day  on  the  parade  it  was 
cheered  to  the  echo  by  the  hundred  thousand  people  who  lined  the 
streets,  and  was,  according  to  the  Chicago  papers,  given  a  greater  re- 
ception than  any  other  Commandery  in  the  line,  and  there  were  over 
30,000  Sir  Knights  in  the  parade  that  day. 

Although  Detroit  Commandery  went  to  Chicago  simply  to  take 
part  in  the  parade  incident  to  the  conclave,  yet  it  yielded  to  the  invita- 
tion of  the  multitude  and  gave  an  exhibition  drill.  Escorted  by  its 
Ohio  fraters,  Oriental  Commandery,  it  marched  to  a  suitable  parade 
ground  and  gave  an  exhibition  drill  which  was  viewed  by  a  greater 
audience  of  spectators  than  the  prize  drill,  and  the  next  day  the  Chicago 
newspapers,  with  a  unanimous  voice,  said  that  the  exhibition  drill  of 
the  Detroit  Commandery,  No.  1,  had  been  the  best  of  all.  The  result 
of  this  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  Chicago  people  and  of  spectators 
generally  as  to  the  proficiency  of  Michigan's  greatest  Commandery. 

The  next  triennial  conclave  was  held  in  San  Francisco  in  August, 
1883,  aud  this  *s  ^e  only  conclave  in  which  Detroit  Commandery  did 
not  take  part  as  a  Commandery.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan 
attended  and  as  representative  of  Michigan  had  a  place  in  the  line,  but 
old  Detroit  was  not  there,  although  it  had  a  large  individual  representa- 
tion, the  largest  of  any  section,  and  J.  E.  Saxton,  of  Detroit,  was  the 
Grand  Commander  of  the  state. 
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In  1886  the  triennial  conclave  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  and  Detroit 
Commandery,  86  strong,  under  Eminent  Commander  W.  G.  Seeley  and 
Captain  General  Robinson,  was  present.  The  lack  of  accommodation 
in  St.  Louis  was  painfully  apparent.  One  of  the  officers  was  assigned 
to  a  room  with  six  others,  in  which  there  was  a  single  bed,  and  Captain 
General  Robinson  found  himself  and  nine  others,  five  of  whom  weighed 
over  200  pounds  each,  assigned  to  a  7x9  room,  in  which  there  was  a 
three-quarter  bed.  Despite  all  these  annoyances  Detroit  again  sgored  a 
victory.  In  the  first  place  the  Grand  Encampment  adopted  Sir  Robin- 
son's tactics  as  the  tactics  of  the  Encampment. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  grand  parade  Eminent  Sir  Seeley  was 
too  ill  to  take  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  line  and  that  honor  devolved 
on  Sir  William  Livingstone.  Orders  for  march  had  been  given  on 
Wednesday  morning,  but  as  the  time  approached  for  the  procession  to 
start  a  terrific  rain  storm,  such  as  only  St.  Louis  and  the  south  can 
boast,  came  up.  By  some  mistake  Detroit  Commandery  was  not  noti- 
fied, as  were  some  of  the  others,  that  the  parade  was  cancelled.  Anx- 
iously the  Sir  Knights  of  Detroit,  looking  out  and  seeing  the  drenching 
rain,  asked  Sir  Robinson  if  they  would  march  that  day.  His  reply  was 
brief  and  to  the  point,  for  he  said,  "We  march." 

Every  door  and  window  along  the  whole  line  of  the  parade  was 
crowded  with  people.  Detroit's  position  in  the  line  of  march  was  at  some 
distance  from  the  hotel.  The  old  familiar  call  of  "fall  in"  was  heard 
and  the  four  platoons  of  Detroit  Commandery  arrayed  in  their  capes 
and  with  the  covers  on  their  chapeaus  marched  out  into  the  pouring 
rain  and  through  the  streets  to  their  place  of  starting.  No  other  one 
act  in  the  entire  events  of  the  conclave,  attracted  as  much  attention  as 
did  this  great  showing  of  discipline  by  Detroit  Commandery.  They 
were  not  carpet  knights,  but  ready  for  duty  at  any  time.  When  the 
members  of  the  Commandery  had  reached  their  place  in  line  a  mounted 
aide  galloped  up  and  told  Gen.  Robinson  of  the  order  being  cancelled, 
and  then  back  to  the  hotel  marched  the  Sir  Knights  with  the  rain  run- 
ning  in  rivulets  from  their  fingers  and  swords,  but  never  missing  a  step 
or  changing  from  the  perfect  distance  or  cadence  which  they  would  have 
maintained  had  the  day  been  cloudless  and  perfect  for  a  parade.  On 
this  visit  they  gave  a  friendly  exhibition  drill  against  De  Molay,  of 
Louisville,  Zion,  of  Minneapolis,  Louisville,  of  Louisville,  St.  Bernard  ^ 
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of  Chicago,  and  Jackson,  of  Jackson,  Mich.  There  never  was  a  doubt 
from  the  time  they  entered  into  the  competition  until  the  last  move- 
ment was  over  as  to  the  result.  The  victory  was  theirs  and  the  popular 
approval  with  them.  A  big  reception  was  given  in  honor  of  the  Com- 
mandery  and  every  newspaper  in  St.  Louis  accorded  to  Detroit  Com- 
mandery  the  right  of  pre-eminence. 

The  next  visit  of  Detroit  Commandery  to  a  triennial  conclave  was 
in  1889,  when  the  Grand  Encampment  met  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
There  was  no  prize  drill  on  this  occasion,  as  none  was  needed  to  demon- 
strate the  superiority  of  the  leading  Commandery  in  the  exemplification 
of  Knight  Templar  movements.  With  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Maybury  as 
Eminent  Commander,  the  Sir  Knights  left  Detroit  Oct.  6,  Saturday,  and 
went  to  Elmira,  where  they  disembarked  from  their  train  to  attend 
divine  service  under  the  escort  of  St.  Omer  Commandery,  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  In  the  party  there  were  one  hundred  and  two  Sir  Knights  and 
fifty  ladies.  Detroit  Commandery  on  this  pilgrimage  was  quartered  at 
the  National  hotel  and  was  the  most  observed  of  all  Commanderies  in 
the  great  parade.  Its  work  on  the  line  of  march  under  Captain  General 
Robinson  was  commented  upon  and  praised  by  every  newspaper  in  the 
country,  and  the  hundreds  of  army  officers  who  make  their  headquar- 
ters in  the  capital,  voiced  the  general  opinion  when  they  said  that  "No 
such  superbly  disciplined  body  of  men  ever  drilled  in  this  country." 

The  next  conclave  which  Detroit  Commandery  attended  was  in 
Denver,  Col.,  in  August,  1892,  and  here,  as  elsewhere,  they  carried  off 
the  palm  for  perfection  of  movement  and  discipline.  Their  headquar- 
ters in  Denver,  at  the  Brown  Palace  hotel,  was  thronged  from  the  time 
they  arrived  until  they  departed.  Their  maneuvers  along  the  line  of 
march  were  as  enthusiastically  cheered  as  was  their  work  upon  the  field 
and  drill  grounds  of  Dayton,  Cleveland,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Chicago,  and  when  they  left  the  Silver  City  not  a  whit  of  their  glory 
was  diminished,  not  a  scintilla  of  their  eminence  had  been  lost  and  not 
a  question  as  to  their  worthiness  to  head  the  Templar  Knights  of 
America  could  be  considered. 

The  following  is  the  roll  of  honor  of  commanders;  those  who  served 
as  Eminent  Commanders,  with  their  term  of  office;  E.  Smith  Lee,  1851-53; 
Col.  John  B.  Grayson,  1854;  John  Gilbert,  1855-56;  Nathaniel  P.  Jacobs, 
1857;  Wm.  Barkley,  1858-59;  D.  B.  Nichols,  1860-61;  Garra  B.  Noble 
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(P.  G.  C),  1862-63-64;  Thomas  H.  Armstrong,  1865-66;  A.  G.  Hib- 
bard,  1867;  John  A.  Barns,  1868-69-70-71;  Ellery  I.  Garfield,  1872;  John 
P.  Fiske,  1873-4;  Jesse  E.  Saxton,  1875-82;  Richard  Rowland,  1881; 
Wm.  C.  Maybury,  1883-89;  James  Findlater,  1885;  W.  G.  Seeley,  1886 
-87;  S.  B.  Dixon,  1888;  William  Livingstone,  Jr.,  1890;  W.  E.  Robin- 
son, 1891;  C.  A.  Warren,  1892;  Joseph  Mayworm,  1893-94;  Arba  M. 
Seymour,  1895. 

The  most  recent  distinction  which  Detroit  Commandery  attained 
came  on  its  pilgrimage  to  Washington,  when,  for  the  first  time  in  Tem- 
plar history,  it  flanked,  on  either  side,  its  own  beautiful  black  and  white 
banner  with  the  silken  folds  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  This  was  during 
Hon.  Wm.  C.  Maybury's  term  as  Eminent  Commander,  and  he  gave  a 
reason  for  it  afterward.  He  said:  "It  was  the  graceful  and  proper 
thing  to  do.  Before  this  time  Commanderies  had  always  carried  only 
their  own  flag,  but  the  custom  that  we  then  set  has  been  generally  fol- 
lowed, until  to-day  the  flag  of  the  Union  floats  over  the  plumes  of  the 
majority  of  the  marching  Knights.  What  could  be  more  fitting?  It  is 
as  it  should  be.  The  true  Sir  Knight  is  loyal  to  the  country  in  which 
he  makes  his  home,  and  should  carry  side  by  side  with  the  banner  of 
the  order  he  loves  the  flag  of  the  country  he  loves.' ' 

The  reason  for  carrying  two  national  flags  is  obvious;  the  first 
principle  of  Templar  formation  is  in  column  of  threes,  and  to  have  the 
commandery  banner  in  the  center  file  and  a  flag  on  one  side  would 
unbalance  the  line. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  triumphant  victor}'  of  Detroit  Commandery, 
No.  1.  "Old  Detroit,"  as  it  is  lovingly  called  by  the  f raters  all  over  the 
country. 

For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  they  have  been  beyond  competition 
and  the  verdict  of  approval  which  they  have  won  will  not  be  lightly 
laid  aside  or  given  up  without  a  struggle  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which 
Templarism  is  enlisted. 
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No  Knight  Templar  is  more  worthy  of  a  permanent  place  in  the 
masonic  history  of  Michigan  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  no  one  has 
done  more  to  embelish  and  adorn  Templar  Masonry  than  he,  and  with 
its  history  in  Michigan  his  name  will  be  intimately  associated  for  many 
years  to  come. 

Like  many  of  those  who  have  made  Michigan  famous,  he  sprang 
from  the  Empire  State,  being  born  in  Binghamton,  May  25,  1837. 
About  a  year  after,  his  parents  removed  to  Michigan,  and  a  year  later 
to  Detroit,  and  Michigan  and  Detroit  may  therefore  justly  claim  him 
in  youth,  manhood,  and  matured  age.  He  sought  and  obtained  his 
general  education  in  the  public  schools;  early  turned  his  attention  to 
the  science  and  work  of  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  successively  elected 
city  surveyor  from  1862  to  1873.  This  was  his  chosen  vocation,  but 
the  knowledge  it  gave  him  of  city  thoroughfares,  of  the  opening  and 
laying  out  of  streets,  of  the  need  of  municipal  improvements,  and  the 
coming  use  of  wood  and  asphalt,  naturally  led  a  man  of  growing  ambi- 
tion to  attempt  a  wider  field,  and  he  eventually  became  one  of  the  city's 
principal  paving  contractors.  He  had  hardly  become  proficient  as  a 
civil  engineer  when  rumors  of  war,  and  apprehensions  of  civil  strife 
drew  his  attention  to  military  affairs;  and  1859  found  him  a  member  of  the 
Detroit  Light  Guard,  which  afterwards  became  Company  A,  First  Reg- 
iment Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  as  First  Sergeant;  served 
with  his  regiment  at  Washington  and  Alexandria,  was  promoted  to 
Sergeant  Major,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  three  months 
enlistment,  returned  to  his  home. 

Considerations  of  a  personal  and  family  nature  prevented  him  from 
taking,  in  the  field,  a  further  active  part  in  defense  of  his  country,  but 
the  short  service  had  evidently  aroused  a  military  spirit,  and  awakened 
an  interest  in  military  functions  which  never  deserted  him. 
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Retaining  his  connection  with  the  home  section  of  the  Light  Guard, 
he  became,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  its  Second  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant. It  was  not,  however,  until  the  re-organization  of  the  State 
Militia  in  1881  that  he  was  able  to  make  his  influence  felt  throughout 
the  state.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Colonel  First 
Battalion  Michigan  National  Guard.  On  July  23rd,  1885,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  colonelcy  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  on  October  1st,  1890, 
made  Brigadier  General.  Continued  and  increasing  illness  compelled 
him  to  resign  his  stars  on  October  28th,  1892,  just  four  years  prior  to 
his  death. 

The  life  of  General  Robinson  may  be  viewed  in  his  relation  of  citi- 
zen, and  a  soldier  in  war  and  peace.  Certain  qualities  were  part  of  his 
nature.  It  is  not  easy  to  separate  and  credit  them  to  particular  spheres 
of  activity.  He  was  systematic  and  thorough;  nothing  that  he  consent- 
ed to  undertake  was  so  insignificant  as  not  to  warrant  a  diligent  and 
painstaking  performance.  This  trait  naturally  fostered  a  solidity  of 
character.    People  trusted  him  because  his  work  justified  confidence. 

His  successive  elections  to  the  office  of  surveyor  show  that  his  pub- 
lic labors  were  not  only  acceptable  to  the  municipal  authorities,  but 
were  approved  by  his  own  political  party,  and  the  municipal  voters. 

When  he  was  called  to  the  head  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  he  util- 
ized his  authority  to  insist  that  all,  while  on  duty,  should  become  sol- 
diers in  fact.  Dress  parade  had  its  place,  the  pleasure  of  the  associa- 
tion was  not  disparaged,  but  it  was  his  aim  and  ambition  to  perfect  them 
in  drill,  and  to  enforce  a  willing  obedience  to  discipline;  and  these  he 
accomplished  and  pushed  to  perfection,  never  before  attained. 

But  it  is  his  career  as  a  Knight  Templar  that  more  particularly 
concerns  us,  and  which  intensely  impressed  itself  upon  the  people  with- 
in and  without  the  masonic  fraternity. 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Union  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No. 
3,  December  4th,  1864;  He  was  exalted  in  Peninsular  Chapter,  No.  16, 
R.  A.  M.  January  20,  1869.  Knighted  in  Detroit  Commandery  May 
21,  1866,  and  received  the  32nd  degree  in  Michigan  Sovereign  Consis- 
tory A.  A.  S.  Rite,  March  10th,  1880.  He  was  chosen  Captain  General 
of  Detroit  Commandery,  March  1,  1872;  later  became  Grand  Captain 
General  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  honorary  member  of  Damascus 
Commrndery,  and  when,  yielding  to  the  irresistible  onward  progress  of 
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disease,  he  laid  aside  active  duties  with  his  Commandery,  he  was  with 
unanimous  voice  made  Honorary  Captain  General  for  life. 

His  election  as  Captain  General  of  Detroit  Commandery  in  1872 
has  been  noted.  No  better  choice  could  have  been  made,  and  nothing 
within  its  gift  could  have  better  satisfied  him.  In  succeeding  years  he 
persistently  refused  to  entertain  the  thought  of  surrendering  this  office, 
either  in  the  subordinate  or  Grand  Commandery,  with  a  view  to  the 
bestowment  of  what  others  regarded  as  higher  honors.  For  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  order,  its  working  degrees,  its  ritual,  its  forms  and  cere- 
monies, he  had  the  usual  reverence;  but  its  quasi-military  aspect  at  once 
arrested  and  absorbed  his  thought.  Here  was  a  field  not  yet  accorded 
him  in  his  military  association.  He  was  only  a  Lieutenant.  As  re- 
spects this  view  of  the  Commandery,  he  felt  that  he  was  in  supreme 
command.  Visions  of  future  proficiency,  and  possibility  of  attainment 
were  as  real  to  him  as  when  they  became  indisputable  facts  of  the  actual 
present.  He  needed  the  aid  of  no  surgeon's  certificate  or  bodily  ex- 
amination. He  saw  before  him  business  men,  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood, with  no  physical  blemish,  with  no  lack  of  energy  or  interest, 
eager  to  fall  in  and  reveal  a  latent  power  in  Detroit  Commandery  that 
would  make  it  illustrious.  The  witnesses  of  its  triumphant  success 
are  not  few,  or  within  the  limits  of  a  single  state.  The  trophies  of  its 
victories  are  treasured  up  in  the  traditions  of  nearly  all  of  the  most 
important  cities  of  the  Union.  The  marvelous  discipline  and  perfect 
tactical  display  at  the  grand  gatherings  of  the  order  have  stirred  to 
delight  the  thronged  streets,  and  have  won  the  supreme  applause, 
while  sister  Commanderies,  with  knightly  courtesy,  have  gladly  awarded 
it  the  supreme  mastery.  To  this  phase  of  commandery  life  he  gave  a 
new  and  much  needed  impulse.  He  has  estabiished  for  it  a  conspicuous 
place.  Theory  and  practice  alike  commanded  his  best  thought.  He 
originated  new  movements  and  devised  new  methods  of  formation. 
Traces  of  his  genius  are  to  be  found  in  the  improved  discipline  and 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  Order.  The  story  of  his  accomplishment  will  be 
the  theme  of  many  a  knightly  group  that  lingers  at  the  Temple.  Suc- 
ceeding generations  cannot  escape  the  touch  of  its  lasting  impress;  and 
with  it  all,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  put  in  enduring  form 
the  might  of  his  achievement,  in  stamping  with  its  approval,  and  adopt- 
ing as  its  guide,  Robinson's  Tactics  and  Templar  Manual. 
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For  a  considerable  time  the  work  of  his  commandery  and  regiment 
was  on  parallel  lines.  There  was,  however,  no  conflict  of  loyalty.  He 
had  the  discrimination  to  perceive  what  was  due  to  each,  and  to 
each  he  accorded  its  due  in  full  measure.  The  remarkable  success  of 
each  was  due  to  his  self  reliance,  his  enormous  will  power,  and  his  un- 
tiring devotion.  These  traits  are  illustrated  in  his  weakness  as  in  his 
strength.  He  fought  disease  with  as  terrible  a  struggle,  and  apparent 
confidence  as  though  it  were  a  common  antagonist.  He  thus  saved  him- 
self to  loved  ones  many  years  beyond  human  expectation.  In  his  in- 
describable and  unremitting  suffering  which  appealed  so  pitifully  to  the 
helplessness  of  his  friends,  he  exhibited  the  same  fortitude  and  patience 
that  made  possible  the  success  of  his  life. 

In  enforcing  those  qualities  which  gave  him  the  mastery  over  men, 
he  was  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  others,  and  never  wanting  in  evi- 
dence of  a  kind  and  tender  heart.  Though  much  attached  to  his  regi- 
ment, he  was  drawn  into  far  closer  relations  with  his  commandery. 
Men  who  now  measure  their  years  as  Sir  Knights  by  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  built  up  about  him  a  strong  wall  of  support,  and  laid 
the  foundation  in  a  deep  and  abiding  personal  affection.  In  recent 
years  it  was  their  wont  to  frequently  gather  at  his  bedside.  At  the 
peaceful  and  benificent  hour  of  Christmas,  while  the  angels  were  sing- 
ing the  advent  of  the  new-born  King,  they  brought  to  him  their  gifts  of 
flowers,  and  tried  as  best  they  might  to  have  him  forget  the  torturing 
pain  in  the  comforting  assurance  of  their  anxious  care  and  devotion. 
They  are  not  without  their  reward.  They  found  a  quick  response  in 
the  heart  of  their  enfeebled  brother,  as  they  made  glad  the  passing  hour. 
They  are  lovingly  known  as  the  Old  Guard.  By  them  his  memory  will 
ever  be  cherished  and  revered.  He  died  at  Detroit,  October  28,  1897, 
after  nine  years  of  battle  with  disease  and  suffering. 

The  record  of  Sir  Knight  Robinson  is  well  attested  by  the  various 
organizations  that  were  quick  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect.  It  is 
also  evidenced  by  the  exuberance  of  floral  offerings,  that  in  every  shape 
and  form,  and  embracing  every  artistic  feature  suggestive  of  affectionate 
regard,  were  laid  close  to  the  mortal  remains,  and  buried  from  view  the 
casket  which  enclosed  them.  Thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens  looked 
on  respectfully  and  tenderly,  as  the  funeral  cortege  made  its  way  to  the 
ivy-lined  and  covered  spot  of  his  last  repose.    A  detail  of  mounted 
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police  led  the  procession;  close  on  its  trail,  with  music  fit  for  the  solemn 
hour,  followed  the  Fourth  Regiment,  bereft  of  their  first  Commander. 
The  veteran  corps  of  the  Light  Guard  completed  the  division.  Next  in 
order  was  the  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  with  the  Ann  Arbor 
Commandery,  who  had  come  from  a  sister  city  to  do  him  honor;  fol- 
lowed by  Windsor's  Preceptory  of  Knights  Templar,  who  had  resolved 
that  the  line  which  separates  two  great  nationalities  was  forgotten  in 
the  great  brotherhood  of  Templar  Masonry.  Damascus  Commandery 
shared  the  grief  and  formed  tlie  van  of  the  Mother  Commandery,  as  the 
latter  with  measured  step  and  burdened  heart,  guarding  the  funeral  car, 
and  escorting  the  personally  afflicted  and  bereaved,  moved  to  the  place 
of  burial.  At  the  grave  each  and  all,  as  was  their  several  custom,  signi- 
fied their  last  token  of  respect  and  affection,  and  the  earthly  scene  was 
over. 
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Zion  Lodge,  No.  i,  First  warrant  issued  April  27, 1764,  by  George 
Harison,  Provincial  Grand  Master,  New  York.  Second  warrant,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1794,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  Third  warrant  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  September  3,  1806.  First  Michigan  war- 
rant at  the  organization  of  the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  1826;  now  work- 
ing under  warrant  issued  at  the  organization  of  the  present  Grand 
Lodge  in  1844.    *Present  membership  six  hundred  and  twenty. 

Detroit  Lodge,  No.  2,  warrant  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  September  5,1821.  Number  of  members  at  organization, 
sixteen.  Present  charter  issued  at  formation  of  present  Grand  Lodge 
in  1844.    Present  membership  five  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Oakland  Lodge,  No.  3,  held  at  Pontiac  and  Auburn,  in  Oakland 
county.  Warrant  granted  by  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  May  7,  1822. 
Became  a  constituent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  at  its  organiza- 
tion in  1826,  and  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  in  1844.  Charter  revoked 
by  Grand  Lodge  in  1847. 

Union  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No.  3,  Detroit;  dispensation 
granted  by  Grand  Master  Backus,  November  14,  185 1,  to  ten  petitioners. 
Given  charter  at  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  number  three, 
in  place  of  Oakland,  No.  3,  which  had  become  extinct.  Was  the  fifty- 
ninth  lodge  organized  in  Michigan.  Present  membership  five  hundred 
and  ninety-three. 

Menomanie  Lodge,  No.  4,  Green  Bay,  (now  Wisconsin),  dispen- 
sation granted  by  Martin  Hoffman,  Grand  Master,  New  York,  to  fifteen 
petitioners,  June  12,  1824.    Lodge  discontinued  in  1830. 

(*Note.  The  present  membership  of  the  lodges  given  in  this  summary,  is  their 
membership  at  the  close  of  the  year  1897.) 
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St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge,  No.  4,  Niles,  organized  under  dispensa- 
tion from  the  Deputy  Graud  Master  of  New  York,  June  8,  1842.  Be- 
came a  constituent  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  when  it 
was  organized  in  1844,  and  was  numbered  five,  but  afterwards  given 
number  four  in  place  of  the  extinct  lodge  bearing  that  number.  Present 
membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

Monroe  Lodge,  No.  5,  organized  at  Monroe  under  warrant  granted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  December  21,  1824,  to  ten  petitioners. 
Became  a  member  of  the  first  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  and  went  out 
of  existence  in  1829. 

Rochester  Lodge,  No.  5,  originally  started  as  Stony  Creek  Lodge, 
by  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lewis  Cass,  January  9,  1828.  Af- 
terwards removed  to  Rochester.  The  only  Michigan  lodge  that  con- 
tinued work  during  the  twelve  years  following  1829.  Present  member- 
ship seventy-two. 

Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  6,  Ann  Arbor,  organized,  under  dispensa- 
tion issued  by  Grand  Master  Lewis  Cass,  January  16,  1827.  Became 
extinct  in  1829. 

Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  6,  Mt  Clemens,  sprang  into  existence  May 
31,  1841.  Was  leader  in  the  movement  to  organize  the  1841  Grand 
Lodge,  and  at  the  dissolution  thereof  in  1844,  became  a  member  of  the 
present  Grand  Lodge.    Surrendered  its  charter  May  6,  1857. 

Mt.  Clemens  Lodge,  No.  6,  dispensation  granted  September  3,  1857, 
by  Grand  Master  Levi  Cook.  When  chartered  was  given  the  number 
of  the  former  lodge  in  that  place.  Present  membership  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one.  Prominent  members,  Robert  P.  Eldridge,  Secretary  of 
State  under  Governor  Barry,  Harlehigh  Carter,  Chief  Justice  of  Arizona 
under  President  Johnson,  George  W.  Robertson,  Grand  Lecturer,  J.  B. 
Eldridge,  legislator  and  circuit  judge. 

Napoleon  Lodge,  No.  7,  Brooklyn,  organized  under  dispensation 
granted  by  Leonard  Weed,  Deputy  and  Acting  Grand  Master,  October 
5,  1841.  •  Became  a  member  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  at  its  organiza- 
tion. Charter  revoked  September  17,  1846,  for  failure  to  pay  Grand 
Lodge  dues. 

Washington  Lodge,  No.  7,  Tekonsha,  organized  in  1854  under 
dispensation  granted  on  February  27th  of  that  year,  by  Grand  Master 
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George  W.  Peck,  to  seven  petitioners.  Was  the  eightieth  lodge  orga- 
nized in  Michigan,  and  was  numbered  seven  in  place  of  the  extinct  one 
bearing  that  number.    Present  membership  forty-three. 

St.  Johns  Lodge,  No.  8,  Jackson,  organized  in  1842  as  Jackson 
Lodge,  No.  8,  by  dispensation  from  Leonard  Weed.  Name  afterwards 
changed.  Had  a  rather  precarious  existence  for  about  five  years  and 
surrendered  its  charter  February  11,  1847. 

Trenton  Lodge,  No.  8,  dispensation  granted  in  1854  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter George  W.  Peck;  chartered  the  following  January  as  number  eight, 
that  number  having  been  vacant  for  a  number  of  years.  Present  mem- 
bership seventy-three. 

Evergreen  Lodge,  No.  9,  St.  Clair,  organized  in  1844  under  dis- 
pensation from  Grand  Master  John  Mullett,  while  presiding  over  the 
second  Grand  Lodge.  Its  charter  was  arrested  in  1887  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter R.  C.  Hatheway  but  was  restored  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.    Present*  membership  eighty-four. 

Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  10,  St.  Joseph,  organized  under  dispensa- 
tion granted  by  the  Grand  Master  in  Indiana,  February  12,  1844.  Trans- 
ferred its  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  in  1845,  and  be- 
came extinct  two  years  later. 

Dowagiac  Lodge,  No.  10,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  W.  Peck,  May  6.  1854,  to  seven  petitioners  and  was  numbered 
ten  on  receiving  its  charter,  although  more  than  eighty  lodges  were 
chartered  at  prior  dates.    Present  membership  fifty. 

Pine  Grove  Lodge,  No.  11,  Port  Huron,  organized  in  1845,  under 
dispensation  from  Grand  Master  John  Mullett;  chartered  in  1847; 
present  membership  two  hundred  and  thirty-one.  Among  prominent 
members  were  E.  W.  Harris,  Circuit  Judge  and  Omer  D.  Conger,  U.  S. 
Senator. 

Battle  Creek  Lodge,  No.  12,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Ebenezer  Hall,  May  1,  1846,  to  fifteen  petitioners  residing,  in  Cal- 
houn county  to  open  a  lodge,  no  location  named.  Chartered  in  January 
1847.    Present  membership  two  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  13,  Ypsilanti,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Ebenezer  Hall,  to  eight  petitioners  in  Washtenaw  county  to 
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open  a  lodge,  location  not  named;  date  of  dispensation  May  10,  1846; 
charter  granted  the  following  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two. 

Olive  Branch  Lodge,  No.  14,  Albion,  organized  in  1846,  under  dis- 
pensation given  by  Grand  Master  Ebenezer  Hall.  Charter  surrendered 
March  31,  1853. 

Murat  Lodge,  No.  14,  Albion,  fifteen  petitioners  given  a  dispensa- 
tion by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  March  24,  1853,  and  on  re- 
ceiving charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  were  given  the  number  sixty- 
four,  but  afterwards  changed  to  number  fourteen.  Present  membership 
one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Oriental  Lodge,  No.  15,  Ann  Arbor,  dispensation  granted  Dec.  18, 
1846,  by  Grand  Master  Ebeuezer  Hall.  Charter  revoked  January  16, 
1858. 

Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  16,  Jones ville,  dispensation  granted  in  1847 
by  Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  chartered  in  January  following.  Pres- 
ent membership  one  hundred  and  two.  Prominent  member,  George  C. 
Munro,  Grand  Master. 

Jackson  Lodge,  No.  17,  dispensation  by  Grand  Master  E.  Smith 
Lee,  dated  February  17th,  1847;  chartered  January,  1848.  Twelve  char- 
ter members.    Present  membership  two  hundred  ninety-seven. 

Tyre  Lodge,  No.  18,  Coldwater,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  March  18,  1847,  to  n^ne  charter  members.  Pres- 
ent membership  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine.    Owns  hall  valued  at  eight 


DAVID  BOVEE.  THOS.  A.  HILTON.         C.  A.  CONOVER.V  ✓     JOHN  W.  BURK. 

FOUR  PAST  MASTERS  OF  TYRE  LODGE  No.  18. 
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thousand  dollars.  R.  Allen  Hall  and  J.  S.  Conover,  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders, are  members.    Lodge  celebrated  semi-centennial  in  1897. 

Adrian  Lodge,  No.  19,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  E.  Smith 
Lee,  dated  July  10,  1847;  thirty-six  members  when  charter  was  issued 
in  January,  1848.  Present  membership  three  hundred  and  four.  Prom- 
inent members,  William  L.  Greenly,  Grand  Master  and  Governor  of 
Michigan;  John  W.  Finch,  Grand  Master  and  Grand  High  Priest;  Wil- 
liam E.  Jewett,  Grand  Commander. 

Marshall  Lodge,  No.  20,  dispensation  from  E.  Smith  Lee,  dated 
October  1,  1847;  charter  surrendered  in  1854. 

St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  20,  Marshall,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  George  W.  Peck,  March  11,  1854  to  eleven  petitioners.  Num- 
ber of  members  at  close  of  first  year,  fifty.  Present  membership  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two. 

Pontiac  Lodge,  No.  21,  dispensation  granted  November  12,  1847  by 
Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  to  eleven  petitioners.  Membership  when 
charter  was  granted  in  January,  1848,  nineteen.  Present  membership 
two  hundred  and  seven. 

Kalamazoo  Lodge,  No.  22,  organized  in  1848  under  dispensation 
granted  by  Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee  to  seven  petitioners;  date  of 
dispensation  February  10,  1848.  Membership  at  close  of  that  year, 
twenty.    Present  membership  three  hundred  twenty-nine. 
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Genesee  Lodge,  No.  23,  Flint,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  E. 
Smith  Lee,  dated  February  23,  1848;  charter  surrendered  in  1854. 

Flint  Lodge,  No.  23;  dispensation  granted  in  1855  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter George  W.  Peck.  Membership  at  the  close  of  that  year,  thirty-seven; 
present  membership  two  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  24,  Centerville,  dispensation  granted  in 
1848  by  Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  fifteen  members  at  close  of  that 
year.  Present  membership  eighty-six.  Prominent  members,  S.  C. 
Coffinberry,  Grand  Master  and  Grand  High  Priest;  J.  Eastman  Johnson, 
Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  R.  A.  M.;  Thomas  G.  Greene,  M. 
I.  Grand  Master  R.  &  S.  M. 

Paw  Paw  Lodge,  No.  25,  dispensation  grant  by  Grand  Master  E. 
Smith  Lee,  May  6th,  1848.  Number  of  members  at  close  of  that  year, 
twelve.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  nine. 

Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  26,  Hudson,  dispensation  granted  in 
1848  by  Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee;  seventeen  members  at  close  of 
that  year.    Charter  surrender  November  7,  1859. 

Maxson  Lodge,  No.  26,  Hudson,  dispensation  granted  by  Deputy 
Grand  Master  William  L.  Greenly,  November  17,  1859;  forty-four  mem- 
bers at  close  of  year.    Charter  surrendered  in  1880. 

Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  26,  Hudson,  organized  from  the  consolidation 
of  Maxson  Lodge,  No.  26  and  Warren  Lodge,  No.  147,  both  of  that 
place,  under  name  of  Hudson  Lodge,  No.  26,  name  afterwards  changed 
to  Lebanon  Lodge.  Present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
Occupies  fine  masonic  temple  valued  at  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Monroe  Lodge,  No.  27,  dispensation  granted  in  June,  1848,  by 
Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  to  eleven  petitioners;  fifteen  members  at 
the  close  of  that  year.  Present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  28,  Union  City,  dispensation  granted  in  1848  by 
Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee.  Seventeen  members  at  close  of  that  year. 
Present  membership  seventy-seven. 

Humanity  Lodge,  No.  29,  Homer,  dispensation  granted  in  1848  by 
Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee;  membership  at  close  of  that  year,  twenty. 
Present  membership  ninety-three. 
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Concord  Lodge,  No.  30,  dispensation  granted  in  1848  by  Grand 
Master  E.  Smith  Lee;  membership  at  close  of  that  year,  thirteen. 
Present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

Portland  Lodge,  No.  31,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  E. 
Smith  Lee  to  seven  petitioners,  December  27th,  1848;  membership  at 
close  of  1849,  twenty-two.  Present  membership  one  hundred  and 
eighteen.  Twice  burned  out,  in  1885  and  again  in  1895;  prominent 
member,  William  H.  White  received  degrees  in  1849;  George  Hill, 
Grand  High  Priest  R.  A.  M. 

Fidelity  Lodge,  No.  32,  Hillsdale,  dispensation  granted  in  1848  by 
Grand  Master  E.  Smith  Lee,  under  name  of  Hillsdale  Lodge,  changed 
to  Fidelity  in  1852.  Membership  when  charter  was  granted  January 
1849,  seventeen;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  forty-three. 

Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33,  dispensation  granted  in  1848  by  Grand 
Master  E.  Smith  Lee;  number  of  members  at  close  of  that  year,  fifty- 
three.    Present  membership  two  hundred  fifty-five. 

Grand  River  Lodge,  No.  34,  Grand  Rapids,  dispensation  granted 
in  1849  by  Grand  Master  Jeremiah  Moors;  fifty-seven  members  at  close 
of  that  year.  Present  membership  six  hundred  and  eight.  Fifth  larg- 
est lodge  in  the  United  States.  Grand  Masters  John  W.  Champlin 
and  William  Dunham  members  of  this  lodge. 

Siloam  Lodge,  No.  35,  Constantine,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Jeremiah  Moors  in  1849.  Membership  at  close  of  that  year, 
ninety-six.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Ionia  Lodge,  No.  36,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Jeremiah 
Moors,  June  7th,  1849,  to  seven  petitioners;  twenty-eight  members  at 
close  of  that  year.    Present  membership  one  hundred  seventy-four. 

Lyons  Lodge,  No.  37,  organized  under  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Jeremiah  Moors,  dated,  June  28th,  1849.  Sixteen  members  at 
the  close  of  that  year.    Present  membership  eighty-six. 

Howell  Lodge,  No.  38,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Jeremiah  Moors,  November  10th,  1849,  to  seven  petitioners;  sixteen 
members  at  close  of  that  year.  Present  membership  one  hundred  forty- 
one. 

Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  39,  Berrien  Springs,  organized  Novem- 
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ber  28,  1849,  un<ier  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Jeremiah  Moors, 
with  ten  charter  members.  Present  membership  fifty.  Owns  Hall 
worth  one  thousand  dollars. 

Franklin  Lodge,  No.  40,  Litchfield,  organized  with  eight  charter 
members  under  dispensation  granted  by  Jeremiah  Moors,  June  13th, 
1849.    Present  membership  thirty-six. 

Romeo  Lodge,  No.  41,  organized  with  seven  charter  members 
under  dispensation  given  by  Grand  Master  Jeremiah  Moors,  July  5, 
1849.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Brighton  Lodge,  No.  42,  organized  under  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Jeremiah  Moors,  dated  September  3,  1849;  dispensation  con- 
tinued the  second  year;  membership  January,  1850,  when  charter  was 
granted,  seventeen.    Charter  revoked  January  13,  1859. 

Fentonville  Lodge,  No.  43,  first  dispensation  given  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Jeremiah  Moors,  to  fifteen  petitioners  Oct.  20,  1849;  new  dispensa- 
tion given  February  20,  1850;  chartered  185 1;  charter  surrendered  in 
1858. 

Birmingham  Lodge,  No.  44,  fifteen  petitioners  received  a  dispensa- 
tion from  Grand  Master  Jeremiah  Moors,  June  11,  1850;  at  the  close  of 
that  year  the  membership  was  twenty-four.  Present  membership  one 
hundred  and  forty-five.  Owns  hall  worth  $2,000.  Hugh  McCurdy 
initiated  here.    Has  had  one  Grand  Master,  Alanson  Partridge. 

Clinton  Lodge,  No.  45,  DeWitt,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  January  10,  1858,  to  ten  petitioners;  charter 
forfeited  in  1855  and  revoked  by  Grand  Lodge  for  failing  to  make  re- 
turns for  two  successive  years. 

Acacia  Lodge,  No.  45,  Pontiac,  dispensation  granted  December  22, 
1854,  by  Grand  Master  George  W.  Peck;  charter  surrendered  January 
16,  1858. 

Orion  Lodge,  No.  46,  dispensation  granted  to  ten  petitioners  Jan- 
uary 10,  185 1,  by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus;  membership  at  close 
of  that  year,  twenty-seven.    Present  membership  forty-six. 

Plymouth  Rock  Lodge,  No.  47,  Plymouth,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  January  15,  185 1,  to  seven  petitioners 
at  Northville,  for  Northville  Lodge,  No.  47;  removed  to  Plymouth  and 
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named  changed  to  Plymouth  Rock,  January,  1859.  Membership  at 
close  of  first  year  fifteen.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Austin  Lodge,  No.  48,  Davisburg,  organized  in  1851  in  Springfield, 
Oakland  County,  under  name  of  Groveland  Lodge,  by  dispensation  of 
Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  given  in  March  of  that  year;  removed 
to  Austin  in  1855;  name  changed  to  Austin  Lodge;  removed  to  Davis- 
burg in  1878.    Present  membership  thirty-nine. 

Meridian  Sun  Lodge,  No.  49,  Sturgis,  dispensation  granted  to  ten 
petitioners  March  12,  185 1,  by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus;  mem- 
bership at  close  of  first  year,  eighteen.  Present  membership  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve. 

Michigan  Lodge,  No.  50,  Jackson,  charter  granted  by  Grand  Lodge 
without  previous  dispensation,  January  15,  1852;  membership  at  close 
of  first  year,  twenty-two.  Present  membership  three  hundred  thirty- 
three.  Prominent  members,  Michael  Shoemaker,  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  High  Priest;  John  L.  Mitchell,  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand 
Commander;  Thomas  H.  Williams,  Grand  Commander;  Albert  Stiles, 
Grand  Commander. 

Almont  Lodge,  No.  51,  organized  in  1851  under  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  dated  July  22,  of  that  year,  to  seven 
petitioners.    Present  membership  sixty-seven. 

Hastings  Lodge,  No.  52,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Henry 
T.  Backus,  dated  June  17th,  1852,  authorizing  eleven  petitioners  to  form 
lodge;  membership  fourteen  at  the  end  of  first  year.  Present  member- 
ship two  hundred  and  twelve. 

Atlas  Lodge,  No.  53,  Goodrich,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Henry  T.  Backus  in  1852;  charter  granted  in  1853  an<*  arrested 
in  1855. 

Lapeer  Lodge,  No.  54,  organized  under  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Henry  T.  Backus  in  1852;  membership  at  close  of  that  year, 
twelve.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Backus  Lodge,  No.  55,  Cassopolis,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus  dated  July  5,  1852;  seven  charter  members;  fifteen 
members  at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
five. 
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Occidental  Lodge,  No.  56,  St.  Joseph,  dispensation  dated  July  7, 
1852,  issued  by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus  to  eleven  petitioners. 
Present  membership  eighty-nine. 

Three  Rivers  Lodge,  No.  57,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus,  dated  October  4,  1852;  seven  charter  members. 
Present  membership  one  hundred  forty-one. 

Port  Huron  Lodge,  No.  58,  dispensation  granted  February  4th, 
1852,  by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  to  nine  petitioners;  member- 
ship at  the  close  of  that  year,  twenty-two.  Present  membership  two 
hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Had  two  Grand  Masters,  William  T.  Mitchell 
and  James  Bradley. 

Climax  Lodge,  No.  59,  dispensation  granted  October  4,  1852  by 
Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus  to  eight  petitioners;  dispensation  con- 
tinued the  second  year,  at  close  of  which  membership  was  eighteen. 
Present  membership  seventy-one. 

Cedar  Lodge,  No.  60,  Clarkston,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus,  dated  January  3, 1853;  nine  charter  members.  Present 
membership  sixty-three. 

Lexington  Lodge,  No.  61,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus,  January  31,  1853,  to  seven  petitioners;  twenty-nine 
members  at  the  close  of  first  year.  Present  membership  one  hundred 
and  eight. 

Sam  Ward  Lodge,  No.  62,  Marine  City,  Grand  Master  Henry  T. 
Backus  granted  dispensation  January  20.  1853,  to  nine  petitioners;  at 
close  of  that  year  the  lodge  had  twenty-two  members.  Present  mem- 
bership one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Eaton  Rapids  Lodge,  No.  63,  dispensation  by  Grand  Master  Henry 
T.  Backus  dated  February  18,  1853;  eight  charter  members;  had  twenty- 
two  names  on  roll  at  close  of  first  year.  Present  membership  one 
hundred  and  forty-one. 

Macomb  Lodge,  No.  64,  Davis,  dispensation  granted  to  eleven 
petitioners  on  April  22nd,  1853;  by  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus. 
Present  membership  sixty-one. 

Washtenaw  Lodge,  No.  65,  Dexter,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Henry  T.  Backus  dated  May  18,  1853,  to  seven  petitioners;  at  close 
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of  that  year  membership  was  sixteen.    Present  membership  fifty-three. 

Capital  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No.  66,  Lansing,  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus  dated  June  30,  1853;  thirteen 
charter  members;  present  membership  two  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Ontonagon  Lodge,  No.  67,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus;  April  13,  1853;  eight  charter  members;  chartered  in 
1854;  present  membership  sixty-six.  First  lodge  organized  in  the 
upper  peninsula. 

Buchanan  Lodge,  No.  68,  organized  in  1853  under  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Henry  T.  Backus,  dated  August  16th  of  that  year;  nine 
charter  members.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Tecumseh  Lodge,  No.  69,  charter  granted  by  Grand  Lodge  January 
12,  1854,  without  previous  dispensation;  present  membership  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-six.  Owns  fine  hall  valued  at  $3,500.  "Father  Blan- 
chard"  was  a  member  of  this  lodge. 

Mason  Lodge,  No.  70,  granted  a  charter  without  previous  dispen- 
sation January  12,  1854;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three. 

Mackinac  Lodge,  No.  71,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus  June  20,  1853;  charter  revoked  in  1862. 

Elmira  Lodge,  No.  72.  Sault  Ste  Marie,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  George  W.  Peck  in  1854;  membership  at  close  of  that  year, 
twenty-eight;  charter  granted  January  11,  1855,  and  revoked  January 
16,  1858. 

Colon  Lodge,  No.  73,  charter  granted  without  previous  dispensa- 
tion January  n,  1855;  membership  at  close  of  first  year,  twenty.  Pres- 
ent membership  eighty-three. 

Dundee  Lodge,  No.  74,  charter  granted  by  Grand  Lodge  January 
11,  1855,  without  previous  dispensation.  Present  membership  ninety- 
nine. 

Utica  Lodge,  No.  75,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  George 
W.  Peck,  April  30,  1855;  members  at  close  of  that  year,  thirty-one. 
Present  membership  forty-five. 

Livingston  Lodge,  No.  76,  Pinckney,  dispensation  granted  by 
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Grand  Master  George  W.  Peck,  June  21,  1855  to  eight  petitioners;  char- 
tered the  following  January;  charter  surrendered  January  29,  1886;  re- 
stored January  27,  1892.    Present  membership  fifty- six. 

Saginaw  Lodge,  No.  77,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Geo.  W.  Peck,  June  4,  1855;  seven  charter  members;  at  the  end  of  that 
year,  thirty-five  names  were  upon  the  roll.  Present  membership  three 
hundred  and  forty.  Owns  part  interest  in  elegant  Saginaw  Masonic 
Temple;  William  L.  Webber,  Grand  Master  and  Grand  High  Priest, 
one  of  the  prominent  members. 

Otsego  Lodge,  No.  78,  organized  in  1855  under  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Peck,  dated  October  30  of  that  year,  to  seven  petitioners; 
seventeen  members  at  close  of  the  year.  Present  membership  ninety- 
two. 

Germania  Lodge,  No.  79,  Saginaw,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  George  W.  Peck,  in  1854,  under  the  name  of  "Germania  at  the 
Burning  Bush."  Fifteen  names  on  roll  at  close  of  1855.  Present  mem- 
bership seventy-seven. 

Byron  Lodge,  No.  80,  organized  under  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  George  W.  Peck,  March  2,  1855,  with  seven  charter  mem- 
bers.   Present  membership  sixty-seven. 

Owosso  Lodge,  No.  81,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  W.  Peck,  April  17,  1855,  to  seven  petitioners;  twenty-three 
names  on  roll  at  close  of  that  year.  Present  membership  two  hundred 
and  twenty-six. 

Lake  St.  Clair,  No.  82,  New  Baltimore,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  George  W.  Peck,  June  10,  1855,  lodge  to  be  located  at 
Ashleyville;  eleven  charter  members;  charter  revoked  January  8,  1886. 

Bellevue  Lodge,  No.  83,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Henry  T.  Backus,  March  19,  1853  and  continued  in  force  two  years  by 
Grand  Lodge;  twenty-four  members  when  charter  was  granted  in  1855. 
Present  membership  ninety-eight. 

Oxford  Lodge,  No.  84,  charter  granted  by  Grand  Lodge  at  session 
of  1856  without  previous  dispensation.  Twenty-nine  members  at  close 
of  first  year.    Present  membership  eighty-seven. 

Ann  Arbor  Lodge,  No.  85  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
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George  C.  Munro,  March  ist,  1856;  twenty  charter  members;  charter 
arrested  February  8,  1869. 

Valley  City  Lodge,  No.  86,  Grand  Rapids,  dispensation  granted 
November  18,  1856,  by  Grand  Master  George  C.  Munro,  to  twenty 
charter  members,  one  of  whom  was  William  P.  Inues.  Present  mem- 
bership four  hundred  and  thirty-six.  Grand  Master  Edwin  L.  Bowring 
one  of  the  leading  members. 

Anchor  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No.  87,  Kalamazoo,  charter 
granted  by  Grand  Lodge  January  14,  1857,  without  previous  dispensa- 
tion. Charter  surrendered  January  1892,  restored  in  1859;  surrendered 
again  September  10,  1876,  again  restored  January  25,  1888.  Present 
membership  one  hundred  and  twelve. 

Butler  Lodge,  No.  88,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  W.  Peck,  July  21,  1855,  to  seven  petitioners.  Dispensation 
continued  second  year  before  charter  was  issued;  membership  at  close 
of  1855  twenty-one.    Present  membership  twenty-one. 

Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  89,  Belleville,  dispensation  issued  in  accordance 
with  resolution  of  Grand  Lodge,  by  Grand  Master  George  C.  Munro, 
and  dated  February  19,  1856;  eight  charter  members;  at  close  of  that 
year  had  twenty-eight  names  upon  the  roll.  Present  membership  one 
hundred  and  fourteen.    Owns  building  worth  two  thousand  dollars. 

Lowell  Lodge,  No.  90,  organized  in  1856  under  dispensation  granted 
by  Grand  Master  George  C.  Munro,  bearing  date  March  31,  of  that 
year;  thirteen  charter  members.  Present  membership  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one. 

Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  91,  Detroit,  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
January  15,  1857  without  previous  dispensation;  membership  at  close 
of  that  year,  twenty-one.    Present  membership  five  hundred  and  nine. 

Prairie  Lodge,  No.  92,  Galesburg,  dispensation  given  by  Grand 
Master  George  C.  Munro,  dated  January  11,  1856,  to  eight  petitioners; 
thirty  members  at  close  of  the  year.  Present  membership  one  hundred 
and  seven.  Owns  two  story  brick  building  worth  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Star  Lodge,  No.  93,  Osseo,  granted  a  charter  direct  from  Grand 
Lodge  January  15,  1857,  to  be  located  at  Jefferson,  Hillsdale  County; 
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post-office  afterwards  changed  to  Osseo.  Present  membership  ninety- 
two.    Owns  hall  worth  fourteen  hundred  dollars. 

Charity  Lodge,  No.  94,  Detroit,  granted  charter  direct  from  Grand 
Lodge  without  previous  dispensation,  January  15,  '57;  charter  re- 
voked by  Grand  Lodge  January  11,  '78. 

Moriah  Lodge,  U.  D.,  Saginaw  City  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Levi  Cook,  January  17,  '57  and  surrendered  before  the  close 
of  the  year. 

Morenci  Lodge,  No.  95,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  January  17,  '57,  under  name  of  Jeremiah  Moors  Lodge,  to 
twelve  charter  members;  name  changed  to  Morenci  Lodge,  in  '68. 
Present  membership  ninety-one. 

Greenville  Lodge,  No.  96,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  February  10,  '57,  to  nine  petitioners;  membership  at  close 
of  that  year,  thirty-two.    Present  membership  two  hundred  and  twelve. 

Niles  Lodge,  No.  97,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  Levi 
Cook,  March  18,  '57,  with  nine  charter  members.  Charter  surren- 
dered in  '84  to  consolidate  with  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge,  No.  4. 

Waterford  Lodge,  No.  98,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  March  27,  '57,  to  ten  petitioners;  sixteen  members  at  close 
of  first  year.    Present  membership  twenty-nine. 

Decatur  Lodge,  No.  99,  organized  in  '57  under  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Levi  Cook,  bearing  April  18  of  that  year;  twelve  charter 
members,  one  of  whom  was  Henry  Chamberlain,  afterwards  Grand  Mas- 
ter.   Present  membership  thirty-three. 

Oakwood  Lodge,  No.  100,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  May  18,  '57;  nine  charter  members;  lodge  room  destroyed 
by  cyclone  in  '96;  rebuilt  in  '97.    Present  membership  thirty-one. 

Marquette  Lodge,  No.  101,  dispensation  issued  August  22,  '57,  by 
Grand  Master  Levi  Cook  to  ten  petitioners;  membership  at  close  of  that 
year  eighteen.    Present  membership  one  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

Blanchard  Lodge,  No.  102,  Petersburg,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  M.  Fenton,  March  25,  '58;  eighteen  members 
at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership  fifty-four. 
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Greenly  Lodge,  No.  103  Adrian,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Levi  Cook,  November  5,  '57;  consolidated  with  Adrian  Lodge, 
No.  19,  June  18,  '86. 

White  Pigeon  Lodge,  No.  104,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  November  27,  '57,  to  nineteen  charter  members,  one  of 
whom  was  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  afterwards  Grand  Master;  present  mem- 
bership seventy-eight. 

St.  Johns  Lodge,  No.  105,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  November  23,  '57,  to  seven  charter  members;  one  of  whom 
was  Hiram  C.  Hodge  who  was  Senior  Grand  Warden  two  years  later; 
present  membership  two  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

St.  Peters  Lodge,  No.  106,  Edwardsburg,  charter  issued  direct  from 
Grand  Lodge  without  previous  dispensation,  January  14,  '58;  fifteen 
members  at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership  forty-five. 

Eureka  Lodge,  No.  107,  Monroe,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  with- 
out previous  dispensation,  January  14,  '58;  thirty  members  at  close 
of  that  year;  consolidated  with  Monroe  Lodge,  No.  27,  February  1,  '92. 

Rockland  Lodge,  No.  108,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Fenton  November  6,  '57,  to  fifteen  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship forty-five. 

Fentonville  Lodge,  No.  109,  Fenton,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  M.  Fenton,  January  15,  '58,  to  fourteen  charter  members; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Hiram  Lodge,  No.  no,  Flat  Rock,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  M.  Fenton,  March  15,  '58,  to  seven  petitioners,  twenty- 
eight  members  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-three. 

Allegan  Lodge,  No.  in,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  M.  Fenton,  July  24,  '58,  to  seven  petitioners;  sixteen  mem- 
bers at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. 

Wayne  Lodge,  No.  112,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
M.  Fenton,  July  14,  '58,  to  eleven  charter  members;  twenty-four  mem- 
bers at  the  close  of  the  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
ten. 

Hamilton  Lodge,  No.  113,  Moscow,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
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ter  William  M.  Fenton,  August  16,  '58,  to  eight  charter  members; 
seventeen  members  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  eighty- 
five. 

Blissfield  Lodge,  No.  114,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  without 
previous  dispensation,  January  13,  1859;  twenty-five  members  at  close 
of  first  year.    Present  membership  seventy-four. 

Corunna  Lodge,  No.  115,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  without 
previous  dispensation,  January  13,  1859;  membership  at  close  of  first 
year  thirty-four.    Present  membership  eighty-six. 

Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  116,  Grass  Lake,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  M.  Fenton,  November  12,  1858,  to  eleven  petitioners; 
dispensation  continued  second  year.  Present  membership  one  hundred 
and  four. 

Reading  Lodge,  No.  117,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Levi  Cook,  April  8,  1857  and  continued  by  Grand  Lodge  the  second 
year;  eleven  charter  members.  Present  membership  one  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Schoolcraft  Lodge,  No.  118,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
J.  Adams  Allen,  February  11,  1859;  twenty-four  members  at  close  of 
first  year.    Present  membership  seventy-three. 

Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  119,  Lawrence,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  J.  Adams  Allen,  March  5,  1859;  at  close  of  year  had  twenty-two 
members;  present  membership  seventy-six.  Among  prominent  mem- 
bers have  been  John  F.  Barrows,  Grand  High  Priest  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Geo.  A.  Cross,  M.  I.  Grand  Master  R.  and  S.  M.; 

Charlotte  Lodge,  No.  120,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  J. 
Adams  Allen,  dated  May  14,  '59,  to  ten  petitioners,  one  of  whom  was 
E.  S.  Lacey,  afterwards  United  States  Controller  of  Currency;  present 
membership  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  F.  A.  Hooker,  Justice  Su- 
preme Court  Michigan;  D.  B.  Ainger,  Adjutant  General  of  Michigan 
and  post-master  at  Washington,  D.  C;  P.  T.  VanZile,  U.  S.  District  At- 
torney for  Utah,  E.  S.  Lacy,  Controller  U.  S.  A.  have  been  among  its 
prominent  members. 

Commerce  Lodge,  No.  121,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 


534 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


J.  Adams  Allen,  October  27,  '59,  to  eight  charter  members;  present 
membership  forty-seven.    Owns  hall  worth  five  hundred  dollars. 

Ottawa  Lodge,  No.  122,  Coopers ville,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  J.  Adams  Allen,  May  13,  '59,  to  seven  petitioners;  lodge 
located  at  Eastmanville;  location  changed  to  Coopersville  afterwards. 
Present  membership  seventy-eight. 

Ithaca  Lodge,  No.  123,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  without  previous 
dispensation  January  11,  '6o;  seventeen  names  on  roll  at  close  of  that 
year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 

Eagle  Lodge,  No.  124,  Burr  Oak,  dispensation  granted  by  vote  of 
Grand  Lodge  January  11,  '60;  thirty-four  members  at  close  of  first  year; 
present  membership,  sixty-four. 

Fairfield  Lodge,  No.  125,  dispensation  granted  by  vote  of  Grand 
Lodge  January  11,  ,60;  twenty-six  names  on  roll  at  close  of  first  year; 
present  membership  seventy-three. 

Forest  Lodge,  No.  126,  Capac,  dispensation  granted  February  20, 
'6o,  by  Grand  Master  William  L.  Greenly,  to  seven  petitioners;  mem- 
bership at  close  of  first  year  fifteen;  present  membership  fifty-one. 

Ovid  Lodge,  No.  127,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  L.  Greenly  in  '6o;  nineteen  members  at  close  of  first  year; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  seven. 

Ypsilanti  Lodge,  No.  128,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
L.  Greenly  to  fourteen  charter  members,  dated  July  27,  '6o;  present 
membership  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Bay  City  Lodge,  No.  129,  eight  charter  members  received  dispen- 
sation from  Grand  Master  William  L.  Greenly,  September  12,  '6o; 
present  membership  three  hundred  and  thirty.  See  cut  of  Temple, 
page  415,  volume  1. 

Stockbridge  Lodge,  No.  130,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  L.  Greenly,  dated  January  13,  '60,  to  nine  petitioners  and  con- 
tinued in  force  by  Grand  Lodge  the  second  year  when  membership  was 
twenty-five.  Present  membership  seventy-eight.  Owns  hall  worth 
one  thousand  dollars. 
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MASONIC  HALL,  STOCKBRIDGE. 

Newaygo  Lodge,  No,  131,  dispensation  issued  by  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Francis  Darrow,  dated  June  30,  '61,  to  eight  petitioners;  at  the 
close  of  first  year  there  were  thirty-seven  names  enrolled.  Present 
membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Linden  Lodge,  No.  132,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Horace  S.  Roberts,  February  10,  '61,  to  nine  petitioners;  thirty-five 
names  enrolled  at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  seventy- 
one. 

Saline  Lodge,  No.  133,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Horace  S. 
Roberts,  March  21,  '61,  to  seven  petitioners;  twenty-seven  names  en- 
rolled at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-four. 

Holly  Lodge,  No.  134,  dispensation  from  Francis  Darrow,  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  dated  June  30,  '6i,  to  nine  charter  members;  twenty-four 
names  enrolled  at  close  of  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
forty-two. 

Quincy  Lodge,  No.  135,  Hancock,  dispensation  issued  April  5,  '6i, 
to  ten  petitioners,  by  Grand  Master  Horace  S.  Roberts;  twenty  mem- 
bers at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership,  one  hundred  and  nine. 

Pokagon  Lodge,  No.  136,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Horace 
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S.  Roberts,  dated  February  14,  '6i,  to  twelve  charter  members;  present 
membership  fifty-one. 

Mendon  Lodge,  No.  137,  ten  petitioners  received  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Horace  S.  Roberts,  bearing  date  March  6,  '61;  fifteen 
names  on  roll  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  sixty-six. 

Port  Hope  Lodge,  No.  138,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Fran- 
cis Darrow,  dated  February  25,  '62,  to  seven  petitioners;  fourteen  mem- 
bers at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  seventy-three. 

Grand  Haven  Lodge,  No.  139,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Francis  Darrow,  dated  May  21,  '62,  to  twelve  charter  members;  twenty- 
three  names  enrolled  at  close  of  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  eight. 

Muskegon  Lodge,  No.  140,  nine  petitioners  received  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Francis  Darrow,  July  25,  '62;  at  the  end  of  that 
year  had  twenty-six  members  enrolled;  present  membership  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two.  Grand  Master  Geo.  E.  Dowling  was  initiated  in 
this  lodge  in  '64. 

Mystic  Lodge,  No,  141,  Bronson,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Francis  Darrow,  October  15,  '62,  to  nine  charter  members;  had  sixteen 
names  enrolled  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  seventy-one. 

Memphis  Lodge,  No.  142,  dispensation  granted  by  Francis  Darrow, 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  August  1,  76i,  to  eight  petitioners  and  continued 
in  force  for  the  next  two  years  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Present  member- 
ship one  hundred  and  one. 

Harmony  Lodge,  No.  143,  Armada,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  July  23,  '63,  authorizing  seven  petitioners 
to  open  lodge  at  Burke's  Corners;  at  end  of  first  year  had  twenty-five 
names  enrolled;  present  membership  eighty-two. 

Russell  Lodge,  No.  144,  Lambertville,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  February  26,  '63,  to  seven  charter 
members;  at  the  end  of  first  year  had  twenty-four  names  enrolled;  pres- 
ent membership  forty-five.  Owns  building  worth  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Maple  Rapids  Lodge,  No.  145,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter J.  Eastman  Johnson,  October  15,  '63;  seventeen  names  enrolled  at 
close  of  that  year;  present  membership,  eighty-three. 
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Boston  Lodge,  No.  146,  Saranac,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
J.  Eastman  Johnson,  July  10,  '63,  to  ten  charter  members,  which  was  in- 
creased to  twenty-one  at  close  of  year;  present  membership  forty-three. 

Warren  Lodge,  No.  147,  Hudson,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
J.  Eastman  Johnson,  September  12,  '63,  to  seven  petitioners;  charter 
surrendered  January  26,  '81,  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  with  Leb- 
anon Lodge,  No.  26. 

Manchester  Lodge,  No.  148,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Francis  Darrow,  November  29, '62,  to  ten  petitioners  and  continued  in 
force  the  second  year  by  Grand  Lodge,  at  which  time  there  were  forty- 
two  names  enrolled;  present  membership  seventy-four.  Grand  Com- 
mander William  G.  Doty  was  a  member  of  this  lodge. 

United  Lodge,  No.  149,  Cooper,  seven  petitioners  received  dispen- 
sation from  Grand  Master  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  October  15,  '63;  present 
membership  seventy-five.  Owns  building  and  lot  worth  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Dryden  Lodge,  No.  150,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Master  J. 
Eastman  Johnson,  October  16,  '63,  to  ten  charter  members;  present 
membership  sixty-nine. 

Farmington  Lodge,  No.  151,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  J. 
Eastman  Johnson,  dated  October  15,  '63,  to  eight  petitioners;  present 
membership  eighty-four. 

Redford  Lodge,  No.  152,  Grand  Master  J.  Eastman  Johnson  gave 
a  dispensation  for  this  lodge  October  15,  '63,  to  twelve  charter  members; 
present  membership  sixty-nine. 

Williamston  Lodge,  No.  153,  dispensation  granted  February  19,  '64, 
by  Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore,  to  nine  charter  members,  which  num- 
ber was  increased  to  thirty  during  the  year;  present  membership  ninety- 
four. 

Saginaw  Valley  Lodge,  No.  154,  dispensation  granted  February  6, 
'64,  by  Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore;  membership  at  the  close  of  that 
year  twenty-five;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

Salina  Lodge,  No.  155,  Saginaw,  dispensation  by  Grand  Master 
Lovell  Moore,  dated  February  15,  '64,  authorizing  ten  petitioners  to 
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open  lodge  at  Salina,  now  a  part  of  Saginaw;  at  the  end  of  first  year  had 
forty  names  on  roll;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

Olive  Lodge,  No.  156,  Chelsea,  dispensation  issued  March  9,  '64, 
by  Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore  and  the  end  of  the  year  found  thirty- 
seven  members  enrolled;  present  membership  eighty-seven. 

Addison  Lodge,  No.  157,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lovell 
Moore  to  twenty  charter  members,  granted  March  28,  '64;  present  mem- 
bership forty-eight. 

Star  of  the  Lake  Lodge,  No.  158,  South  Haven,  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore  to  eight  petitioners,  dated  April  12,  '64; 
first  return  at  the  end  of  that  year  shows  twenty-eight  members;  present 
membership  one  hundred  forty-two.  Burned  out  in  '91.  Owns  hall 
worth  three  thousand  dollars. 

Golden  Rule  Lodge,  No.  1 59,  Ann  Arbor,  thirteen  petitioners  re- 
ceived dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore,  dated  August  17, 
'64,  and  at  close  of  year  had  increased  numbers  to  twenty-two;  present 
membership  two  hundred  and  eighteen.    See  views  page  34.  volume  2. 

Dansville  Lodge,  No.  160,  nineteen  charter  members  were  granted 
dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lovell  Moore,  July  3,  '64;  twenty-six 
names  enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  first  year;  present  membership  seventy- 
three. 

North  Newburg  Lodge,  No.  161,  Durand,  dispensation  by  Grand 
Master  Lovell  Moore,  dated  June  13,  '64,  authorizing  seventeen  peti- 
tioners to  form  and  open  a  lodge  at  North  Newburg;  location  changed 
to  Durand  March  21,  '90;  present  membership  sixty-nine. 

Coloma  Lodge,  No.  162,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lovell 
Moore,  dated  July  27,  '64,  to  eight  charter  members;  nineteen  names 
enrolled  at  the  end  of  that  year;  present  membership  thirty-five. 

Vassar  Lodge,  No.  163,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Lovell  Moore,  August  18,  '64;  ten  members  at  organization  and  twenty 
at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Fowlerville  Lodge,  No.  164,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Lovell 
Moore,  dated  October  11,  '64,  to  eight  petitioners;  present  membership 
ninety-nine. 
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Milford  Lodge,  No.  165,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Master 
Lovell  Moore,  December  22,  '64,  to  eight  petitioners;  present  member- 
ship one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Mt.  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  166,  Quincy,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Lovell  Moore,  dated  December  21,  '64,  to  thirteen  petitioners; 
present  membership  ninety. 

Tracy  Lodge,  No.  167,  Deerfield,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Lovell  Moore,  December  28,  '64,  to  thirteen  charter  members; 
present  membership  forty-three. 

Temple  Lodge,  No.  168,  Adrian,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  with- 
out previous  dispensation,  January  12,  '65;  number  of  members  at  close 
of  that  year  thirty-seven;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  nine. 

Brooklyn  Lodge,  No.  169,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge,  January  12, 
'65,  without  previous  dispensation  and  reported  fifty-nine  members  at 
close  of  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
Owns  two  story  building,  worth,  with  furniture,  about  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Wyandotte  Lodge,  No.  170,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  T.  Mitchell,  January  13,  '65,  to  fifteen  charter  members; 
had  thirty-four  members  enrolled  at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  mem- 
bership one  hundred  and  four. 

Big  Rapids  Lodge,  No.  171,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  T.  Mitchell,  granted  January  26,  '65,  to  nine  charter  members, 
one  of  whom  was  Charlie  Gay,  afterwards  Grand  High  Priest.  Present 
membership  two  hundred  and  nineteen.  Had  among  members,  W. 
Irving  Latimer,  Grand  High  Priest  and  C.  P.  Bigelow,  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

Dearborn  Lodge,  No.  172,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Mitchell, 
granted  March  10,  '65,  to  eleven  petitioners,  which  number  was  in- 
creased to  thirty-three  at  the  close  of  the  year;  present  membership 
fifty-four. 

Evening  Star  Lodge,  No.  173,  Medina,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  dated  April  29,  '65;  eight  charter  mem- 
bers, which  were  increased  to  thirty-six  at  the  close  of  the  year;  present 
membership  fifty-seven. 
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Genesee  Lodge,  No.  174,  Flint,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  T.  Mitchell,  dated  May  25,  '65;  eight  charter  members;  in- 
creased to  twenty  during  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five.  Has  furnished  two  Grand  Masters,  George  H.  Du- 
rand  and  John  J.  Carton. 

Clinton  Lodge,  No.  175,  twenty-three  charter  members  received  a 
dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  July  20,  '65; 
thirty-three  members  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  ninety- 
nine,  among  them  David  Woodward,  Past  M.  I.  Grand  Master  R.  & 
S.  M. 

Hillsdale  Lodge,  No.  176,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
T.  Mitchell,  granted  July  20,  '65,  to  eight  petitioners;  fourteen  names 
enrolled  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven. 

Croton  Lodge,  No.  177,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
T.  Mitchell,  dated  September  22,  '65,  to  nine  petitioners;  charter  re- 
voked by  Grand  Lodge  January  26,  '8i. 

Tuscan  Lodge,  No.  178,  Hubbardston,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  April  29,  '65,  to  twelve  charter 
members;  twenty-eight  members  enrolled  at  close  of  the  year.  Present 
membership  fifty. 

Grand  Ledge  Lodge,  No.  179,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  T.  Mitchell,  November  3,  '65;  eleven  charter  members,  increased 
to  fifteen  before  close  of  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
fourteen;  was  burned  out  December  3,  '76,  losing  everything. 

Pilgrim  Lodge,  No.  180,  Fremont,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  T.  Mitchell,  July  20,  '65,  to  ten  charter  members;  present 
membership  ninety-two.    See  views  of  hall,  page  129  volume  2. 

Orangeville  Lodge,  No.  181,  dispensation  granted  October  20,  '65, 
by  Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  to  nine  petitioners.  Present 
membership  thirty-two. 

Lovell  Moore  Lodge,  No.  182,  Muskegon,  chartered  direct  from 
Grand  Lodge,  January  11,  '66,  without  previous  dispensation;  had 
thirty-three  names  enrolled  at  the  end  of  first  year.  Present  member- 
ship one  hundred  and  ninety-four. 
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Parma  Lodge,  No.  183,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  January  11,  '66, 
without  previous  dispensation;  had  forty-five  members  at  close  of  first 
year;  present  membership  sixty-seven. 

Palmyra  Lodge,  No.  184,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge,  January  11, 
'66,  without  previous  dispensation;  had  twenty-seven  members  at  close 
of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-six. 

Pleasant  Lake,  No.  185,  Henrietta,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  with- 
out previous  dispensation,  January  11,  '66,  and  had  twenty-nine  mem- 
bers at  the  end  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-seven. 

North ville  Lodge,  No.  186,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  January  11, 
'66,  without  previous  dispensation;  had  forty-four  members  at  the  close 
of  the  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-six. 
Owns  hall  worth  five  thousand  dollars. 

Richmond  Lodge,  No.  187,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Wil- 
liam T.  Mitchell,  February  21,  '65,  to  eleven  charter  members  to  open 
lodge  at  Beeke's  Corners;  dispensation  continued  the  second  year  by 
Grand  Lodge;  charter  revoked  by  Grand  Lodge  January  27,  '86;  re- 
stored January  28,  '91 ;  present  membership  seventy-nine. 

St.  Louis  Lodge,  No.  188,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
T.  Mitchell,  to  twelve  charter  members,  dated  July  22,  '55,  and  con- 
tinued in  force  by  Grand  Lodge  the  second  year;  present  membership 
one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Adams  Lodge,  No.  189,  North  Adams,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  April  29,  '65;  fourteen  charter 
members;  thirty  members  enrolled  at  close  of  first  year;  present  mem- 
bership seventy-seven. 

Portsmouth  Lodge,  No.  190,  Bay  City,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  T.  Mitchell,  to  eight  charter  members,  dated  November 
3,  '65,  and  continued  in  force  by  Grand  Lodge  the  second  year;  present 
membership  one  hundred  ninety-five. 

Unity  Lodge,  No.  191,  Holland,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
S.  C.  Coflinberry,  to  eleven  petitioners,  dated  February  5,  '66;  twenty- 
eight  names  enrolled  at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  membership 
eighty-five. 

Summit  Lodge,  No.  192,  Buchanan,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
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ter  S.  C.  Coffinberry,  issued  March  5,  '66,  to  twelve  charter  members; 
consolidated  with  Buchanan  Lodge,  No,  68,  in  '84. 

Dutcher  Lodge,  No.  193,  Douglas,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  dated  March  26,  '66,  to  ten  petitioners;  thirty-one  names 
enrolled  at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-three. 

Chesaning  Lodge,  No.  194,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, dated  April  18,  '66  to  nine  petitioners;  twenty-three  members  en- 
rolled at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  sixty. 

Delta  Lodge,  No.  195,  Escanaba,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  issued  May  2,  '66,  to  seven  petitioners;  membership  in- 
creased to  thirty-three  in  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine. 

Grattan  Lodge,  No.  196,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, dated  April  24,  '66;  thirteen  charter  members;  thirty  enrolled  at 
close  of  first  year;  present  membership  ninety-eight.  Owns  hall  worth 
one  thousand  dollars. 

Onondaga  Lodge,  No.  197,  eight  petitioners  received  dispensation 
for  this  lodge  from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  under  date  of  April  10, 
'66;  twenty  members  at  close  of  first  year.  Present  membership  one 
hundred  and  one. 

Montague  Lodge,  No.  198,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, dated  May  22,  '66,  to  ten  charter  members,  one  of  whom  was 
George  E.  Dowling,  afterwards  Grand  Master;  present  membership 
fifty-nine. 

Alpena  Lodge,  No.  199,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, July  25,  '66,  to  sixteen  charter  members;  thirty-one  names  en- 
rolled at  the  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
forty-five.  Owns  part  interest  in  masonic  block  valued  at  eight  thousand 
dollars;  George  L.  Maltz,  once  State  Treasurer,  a  member. 

Oceana  Lodge,  No.  200,  Pentwater,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  dated  August  10,  '66,  to  eleven  petitioners;  thirty-three 
names  enrolled  at  the  end  of  first  year;  present  membership  eighty- 
seven. 

Algonac  Lodge,  No.  201,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, September  17,  '66,  to  ten  charter  members;  charter  revoked 
January  26,  '8i. 
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Negaunee  Lodge,  No.  202,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  June  23,  '66,  to  eleven  petitioners;  membership  at  close  of 
first  year  twenty-one;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  seven. 

Palo  Lodge,  No.  203,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry,  September  15,  '66,  to  eleven  petitioners;  membership  increased  to 
twenty-four  during  that  year;  present  membership  thirty-three. 

Coffinberry  Lodge,  No.  204,  Bangor,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  September  19,  '66,  and  lodge  named  in  his  honor;  eight 
charter  members;  present  membership  eighty. 

Vienna  Lodge,  No.  205,  Clio,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  October  3,  '66;  ten  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship sixty-four. 

Park  Lodge,  No.  206,  Moorepark,  dispensarion  granted  October  20, 
'66,  by  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  authorizing  eleven  petitioners  to  form 
and  open  lodge  at  Parkville,  location  changed  to  Moorepark,  January 
18,  '85;  present  membership  nineteen. 

Bedford  Lodge,  No.  207,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, dated  November  3,  '66;  eight  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship thirty-three. 

Brady  Lodge,  No.  208,  Vicksburg,  dispensation  granted  November 
7,  '66,  by  Grand  Master  Coffinberry;  eight  charter  members;  present 
membership  eighty-one. 

Liberty  Lodge,  No.  209,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, December  13,  '66;  thirteen  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship seventy-two.    Lodge  owns  the  building  which  it  occupies. 

Hadley  Lodge,  No.  210,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  December  5,  '66,  to  eight  charter  members;  in  one  year 
membership  was  thirty;  present  membership  fifty-six. 

Hartland  Lodge,  No.  211,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, October  2,  '66,  to  eleven  charter  members;  charter  surrendered 
December  18,  '88. 

Leslie  Lodge,  No.  212,  dispensation  granted  May  30,  '66,  by  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry,  to  eight  charter  members;  number  increased  to  fifty 
during  that  year;  present  membership  ninety-four. 
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Cedar  Springs  Lodge,  No.  213,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted 
dispensation  October  12,  '66,  to  eight  petitioners;  eleven  more  members 
added  before  close  of  year;  present  membership  ninety-six. 

Peninsular  Lodge,  No.  214,  Dowagiac,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry 
granted  dispensation  October  30,  '66,  to  ten  petitioners;  present  mem- 
bership one  hundred  and  one. 

Cato  Lodge,  No.  215,  Minden  City,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry 
granted  dispensation  September  27,  '66,  to  eight  petitioners;  present 
membership  sixty-one. 

Lawton  Lodge,  No.  216,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, April  16,  '66,  to  eight  petitioners,  which  number  was  increased 
to  seventeen  during  the  year;  present  membership  seventy-four. 

Richland  Lodge,  No.  217,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffiin- 
berry,  dated  February  16,  '66,  to  eleven  petitioners;  at  the  close  of  that 
year  membership  had  increased  to  thirty-five;  present  membership  fifty- 
two. 

Houghton  Lodge,  No.  218,  dispensation  from  Thomas  U.  Flanner, 
District  Deputy  for  the  Upper  Peninsula,  February  1,  '66,  to  twenty- 
three  petitioners  to  organize  a  Lodge  in  the  Village  of  Houghton;  at 
the  end  of  the  year  Lodge  had  forty-five  members;  present  membership 
one  hundred  and  one. 

Cass  Lodge,  No.  219,  Port  Austin,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  October  2,  '66,  to  nine  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership fifty-six.  Lodge  owns  hall  worth  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  See 
engraving  on  page  32. 

Athens  Lodge,  No.  220,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, May  12,  '66,  to  ten  charter  members;  present  membership  eighty- 
four.  Lodge  was  burned  out  in  '83;  rebuilt  and  now  owns  hall  worth 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Bloomingdale  Lodge,  No.  221,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted 
dispensation  to  ten  petitioners,  April  28,  '66;  present  membership 
eighty-one;  burned  out  in  '68  and  again  in  '8i;  owns  hall  worth  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

Traverse  City  Lodge,  No.  222,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  in  '66  and  continued  by  Grand  Lodge  to  the  next  year,  when 
the  membership  was  forty-five;  has  an  elegant  hall  shown  on  another  page 
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in  this  work;  present  membership  two  hundred  and  thirty.  See  views  on 
page  213. 

Flushing  Lodge,  No.  223,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  August  1,  '66,  to  ten  petitioners  and  continued  in  force  by 
Grand  Lodge  the  second  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine. 

James  Fen  ton  Lodge,  No.  224,  Wayland,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry,  February  18,  '67,  to  eight  charter  members,  which 
was  increased  to  fifty-two  during  the  year;  present  membership  fifty-one. 
Burned  out  in  '82;  now  owns  hall  worth  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Augusta  Lodge,  No.  225,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, March  20,  '67;  at  the  end  of  that  year  had  thirty-one  members; 
charter  revoked  by  Grand  Lodge  January  26,  '86. 

Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  226,  Caro,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry,  in  '67,  to  twelve  charter  members;  number  in- 
creased to  forty  during  that  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  eight. 

Volinia  Lodge,  No.  227,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry 
in  '67,  to  nine  petitioners;  fourteen  members  at  the  close  of  that  year; 
present  membership  forty-eight. 

Manistee  Lodge,  No.  228,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  March  18,  '67,  to  eight  petitioners;  membership  increased 
to  thirty-nine  during  the  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  eighty,  among  them  Allen  McKee,  P.  M.  I.  Grand  Master,  R.  and 
S.  M.,  William  Wente,  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Treasurer,  E.  D. 
Wheeler,  Grand  Commander. 

Lisbon  Lodge,  No.  229,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry in  '67,  to  eight  charter  members,  which  number  was  increased  to 
thirty-four  during  that  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

Laingsburg  Lodge,  No.  230,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Cof- 
finberry to  eight  petitioners  in  '67;  twenty  members  at  close  of  that 
year;  present  membership  sixty-four. 

Middleville  Lodge,  No.  231,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  gave  dis- 
pensation to  nine  petitioners  in  '67,  and  at  close  of  that  year,  when  char- 
ter was  granted,  lodge  had  twenty-nine  members;  present  membership 
one  hundred  and  two. 
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Vermontville  Lodge,  No.  232,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  June  1,  '67,  to  ten  charter  members,  which  number  was 
increased  to  thirty-four  during  that  year;  present  membership  eighty- 
three. 

Salathiel  Lodge,  No.  233,  Keeler,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry  in  '67;  charter  granted  in  '68,  and  revoked  by  Grand  Lodge 
January  23,  '88. 

Spring  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  September  25,  '67,  to  eleven  charter  members;  six  more 
added  during  the  year;  present  membership  seventy. 

Plainwell  Lodge,  No.  235,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, September  9,  '67,  twelve  members  at  organization;  twenty-one  at 
close  of  first  year;  present  membership  eighty-one. 

Davison  Lodge,  No.  236,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry in  '67,  to  eight  charter  members,  which  number  was  increased  to 
seventeen  during  the  year;  present  membership  seventy-nine. 

Sanilac  Lodge,  No.  237,  Port  Sanilac,  fourteen  charter  members 
when  dispensation  was  granted  in  '67  by  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  and 
twenty-one  at  close  of  that  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and 
eight.    Lodge  owns  hall  worth  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Elsie  Lodge,  No.  238,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry 
in  '67;  ten  charter  members;  present  membership  eighty-six.  Lodge 
owns  hall  worth  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Three  Oaks  Lodge,  No.  239,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry  in  '67,  to  nine  petitioners;  Henry  Chamberlain,  afterwards 
Grand  Master,  being  first  Worshipful  Master;  present  membership 
fifty-nine. 

Oriental  Lodge,  No.  240,  Detroit,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry  in  '67;  chartered  in  January  '68  and  had  fifty-two  members 
at  close  of  that  year;  one  of  whom  was  James  McMillan,  present  U.  S. 
Senator;  Governor  John  J.  Bagley  was  also  a  member  of  this  lodge; 
present  membership  three  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  241,  St.  Johns,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry  in  '67;  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  January  '68;  con- 
solidated with  St.  Johns  Lodge,  No.  105  in  '84. 
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Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  241,  Detroit,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  William  P.  Innes,  September  7,  '92,  to  forty  three  petitioners, 
one  of  whom  was  Frank  T.  Lodge,  now  Deputy  Grand  Master.  Char- 
tered by  Grand  Lodge  in  January  '94  and  numbered  241  in  place  of 
the  former  Lodge  of  same  number  in  St.  John;  present  membership  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Keweenaw  Lodge,  No.  242,  Central  Mine,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry  in  '67,  lodge  to  be  located  at  Eagle  Harbor;  location 
changed  to  Eagle  River  in  '84  and  to  Central  Mine  in  1887;  present 
membership  forty-four. 

Au  Sable  Lodge,  No.  243,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry,  to  eight  petitioners,  in  '67;  twenty-two  members  at  close  of  that 
year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Alma  Lodge,  No.  244,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry, 
January  10,  '68  to  fifteen  petitioners,  present  membership  eighty-nine, 
one  of  whom  is  William  S.  Turck,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Camden  Lodge,  No.  245,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  January  9,  '68,  to  ten  petitioners;  membership  at  the  close 
of  that  year  thirty-two;  has  been  burned  out  twice  and  twice  rebuilt; 
now  owns  nice  hall  worth  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  present  mem- 
bership seventy-five. 

Rockford  Lodge,  No.  246,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  January  10,  '68,  to  fifteen  petitieners,  which  number  was 
increased  to  forty-eight  during  the  first  year;  among  its  prominent 
members  is  Neal  McMillan,  one  of  the  present  grand  officers,  and  U.  S. 
Consul  at  Sarnia,  Ontario;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Brighton  Lodge,  No.  247,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted  dis- 
pensation February  1,  '69,  to  ten  petitioners,  which  number  increased 
to  twenty-six  during  the  year;  present  membership  forty-nine. 

Berlin  Lodge,  No.  248,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  Cof- 
finberry, February  21,  '68,  to  seventeen  charter  members,  which  num- 
ber was  increased  to  thirty-one  during  the  year;  present  membership 
forty-three. 

Gaines  Lodge,  No.  249,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted  dispen- 
sation to  this  Lodge  February  27,  '68,  with  nine  charter  members,  one 
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of  whom  was  Bela  Cogshall,  afterwards  Grand  Lecturer;  charter  grant- 
ed by  Grand  Lodge  the  following  January  and  revoked  January  23,  '78. 

Stanton  Star  Lodge,  No.  250,  Stanton,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Coffinberry,  March  31,  '68,  to  nine  petitioners;  twenty-nine  mem- 
bers at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  seventy-three. 

Wigton  Lodge,  No.  251,  Hart,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted 
dispensation  May  1,  '68,  to  seventeen  petitioners;  twenty-five  members 
enrolled  at  end  of  first  year;  present  membership  ninety-five. 

Okemos  Lodge,  No.  252,  fourteen  petitioners  received  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  dated  May  4,  '68;  twenty-two  members 
at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-three;  lodge  owns  build- 
ing worth  one  thousand  dollars. 

Allen  Lodge,  No.  253,  Grand  Master  Coffinberry  granted  dispensa- 
tion August  7,  '68,  to  twenty-nine  petitioners,  which  was  increased  to 
forty-three  during  that  year;  present  membership  forty-seven. 

Wakeshma  Lodge,  No.  254,  Fulton,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Coffinberry,  September  1,  '67,  to  ten  petitioners;  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers enrolled  at  close  of  the  year;  present  membership  forty-eight. 
Owns  building  worth  one  thousand  dollars. 
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Nashville  Lodge,  No.  255,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  November  10,  '68,  to  eleven  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership ninety-six;  lodge  owns  hall  worth  two  thousand  dollars. 

Wenona  Lodge,  No.  256,  West  Bay  City,  organized  under  dispen- 
sation from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  dated  November  10,  '68,  with  ten 
charter  members;  present  membership  two  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Sumner  Lodge,  No.  257,  Elm  Hall,  organized  under  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Coffinberry,  dated  May  2,  '67,  with  nine  charter 
members,  and  dispensation  continued  in  force  second  year,  when  mem- 
bership had  reached  twenty-four;  present  membership  twenty-five. 

Bridgeport  Lodge,  No.  258,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Coffin- 
berry, September  11, '68,  to  eleven  petitioners  and  continued  in  force 
second  year,  when  charter  was  granted  and  membership  was  eighteen; 
charter  surrendered  August  2,  '93,  and  restored  by  Grand  Lodge  Jan- 
uary 25,  '93;  present  membership  forty. 

Apollo  Lodge  U.  D.,  Bridgeport,  granted  dispensation  by  Grand 
Master  William  P.  Innes,  September  1,  '92;  dispensation  surrendered 
January  24,  '93. 

Cambria  Lodge,  No.  259,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Coffinberry,  December  4,  '68,  being  the  last  of  the  sixty-eight  dispensa- 
tions granted  by  him;  fourteen  charter  members,  among  whom  was 
S.  L.  Dart,  the  first  Master  and  afterwards  Grand  Commander  K.  T. 
Present  membership  sixty-eight. 

Coldwater  Lodge,  No.  260,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
A.  T.  Metcalf,  February  10,  '69,  to  twelve  charter  members;  forty-one 
names  enrolled  at  close  of  first  year;  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Grand  Com- 
mander, Grand  Secretary  and  Masonic  Historian  received  masonic  light 
in  this  lodge;  consolidated  with  Tyre  Lodge,  No.  18,  in  '88. 

Covenant  Lodge,  No.  261,  North  Lansing,  dispensation  granted 
March  9,  '69,  by  Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  to  ten  charter  members; 
consolidated  with  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33,  in  '86. 

Fraternity  Lodge,  No.  262,  Ann  Arbor,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  March  22,  '69,  to  thirteen  petitioners;  forty-four 
members  at  close  of  first  year,  present  membership  two  hundred  and 
eighteen.    See  views  on  page  34. 
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Schiller  Lodge,  No.  263,  Detroit,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  April  13,  '69,  to  nine  charter  members,  who  were 
authorized  by  Grand  Lodge  to  work  in  German  language;  membership 
increased  to  twenty  during  the  first  year;  present  membership  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four. 

East  Bay  Lodge,  No.  264,  Acme,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Metcalf  in  '69,  to  eight  petitioners;  present  membership  twenty-seven. 

Sutton's  Bay  Lodge,  No.  265,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter A.  T.  Metcalf,  May  17,  '69,  authorizing  ten  petitioners  to  form  and 
open  lodge  at  Newport;  removed  to  Sutton's  Bay  and  name  changed  to 
Sutton's  Bay  Lodge,  January  27,  '86;  present  membership  forty-seven. 

Leonard  Lodge,  No.  266,  Waldron,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  June  4,  '69,  authorizing  ten  petitioners  to  orga- 
nize lodge  at  Ransom  Centre,  afterwards  changed  to  Waldron;  seventeen 
members  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-four. 

Olivet  Lodge,  No.  267,  dispensation  granted  June  4,  '69,  by  Grand 
Master  A.  T.  Metcalf;  seventeen  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship eighty-eight. 

Mattawan  Lodge,  No.  268,  dispensation  granted  July  22,  '69,  by 
Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  to  fifteen  petitioners;  twenty-four  names 
enrolled  at  close  of  year;  present  membership  seventy-three. 

Menominee  Lodge,  No.  269,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  A.  T. 
Metcalf,  dated  August  9,  '69,  to  eight  petitioners;  membership  doubled 
that  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  ninety-three;  among  its 
prominent  members  have  been  William  H.  Phillips,  Grand  Master,  and 
S.  M.  Stevenson,  member  of  congress. 

Crystal  Lodge,  No.  270,  Frankfort,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter A.  T.  Metcalf,  dated  July  25,  '69,  to  fifteen  charter  members,  which 
number  was  increased  to  twenty  during  the  year;  present  membership 
eighty-four;  lodge  burned  out  in  '84  and  again  in  '93. 

Calumet  Lodge,  No.  271,  dispensation  granted  August  2,  '69,  by 
Thomas  N.  Lee,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  to  twenty-two  charter 
members;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  forty-two. 
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DeWitt  Lodge,  No.  272,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
A.  T.  Metcalf,  September  14,  '69,  to  twenty  charter  members,  which 
number  was  increased  to  thirty-four  during  the  year;  present  member- 
ship forty-eight. 

Centre  Lodge,  No.  273,  Midland,  dispensation  granted  November 
19,  '69,  by  Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf;  twenty-one  charter  members; 
present  membership  one  hundred. 

Baldwin  Lodge,  No.  274,  East  Tawas,  seventeen  petitioners  re- 
ceived dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Metcalf,  dated  December  1,  '69, 
to  open  a  lodge  at  East  Tawas;  during  first  year  membership  increased 
to  thirty-two;  present  membership  sixty-five. 

Elk  Rapids  Lodge,  No.  275,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Metcalf,  February  19,  '70,  to  eight  petitioners;  twenty-three  names 
enrolled  at  the  end  of  first  year;  present  membership  fifty-two. 

Humboldt  Lodge,  No.  276,  Grand  Rapids,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  in  '70;  authorized  by  Grand  Lodge  to  work 
in  German  language;  lodge  had  twenty-nine  names  enrolled  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  charter  surrendered  June  9,  '81. 

Northern  Star  Lodge,  No.  271,  Union ville,  dispensation  granted 
February  4,  '70,  by  Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  to  eight  charter  mem- 
bers, which  number  was  increased  to  nineteen  during  the  year;  present 
membership  fifty-nine. 

Clayton  Lodge,  No.  278,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Metcalf  in  '70,  and  membership  at  close  of  that  year  forty-six;  present 
membership  thirty-nine. 

Vernon  Lodge,  No.  279,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Metcalf, 
January  14,  '70;  fourteen  charter  members;  twenty-nine  members  at 
close  of  first  year;  present  membership  sixty. 

Ada  Lodge,  No.  280,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  Met- 
calf, April  12,  '70,  to  eleven  petitioners;  membership  just  doubled  in  the 
first  year;  present  membership  eighty-six. 

Pomona  Lodge,  No.  281,  St.  Joseph,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
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Master  Metcalf,  April  i,  '70,  to  nine  petitioners;  present  membership 
one  hundred  and  twelve. 

Charlevoix  Lodge,  No.  282,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Metcalf,  May  12,  '70;  ten  charter  members;  increased  to  nineteen 
during  the  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  nine. 

Cheboygan  Lodge,  No.  283,  thirteen  petitioners  received  dispensa- 
tion from  Grand  Master  Metcalf,  dated  June  4,  '70,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  had  increased  to  twenty-six;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  six. 

Springport  Lodge,  No.  284,  nine  petitioners  received  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Metcalf,  dated  June  19,  '70,  authorizing  them  to 
open  lodge  at  Oyers'  Corners,  Springport  township,  Jackson  County;  at 
the  end  of  that  year  had  seventeen  names  enrolled;  present  membership 
eighty-seven. 

Mt.  Gilead  Lodge,  No.  285,  Crystal,  eight  petitioners  were  granted 
dispensation  by  Grand  Master  Metcalf,  July  20,  '70,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  year  that  lodge  had  twenty-two  members.  Present  membership 
thirty. 

Washtenong  Lodge,  No.  286,  Ionia,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Metcalf,  July  23,  '70,  to  eight  petitioners;  charter  revoked  by 
Grand  Lodge  January  27,  '86. 

Bailey  Lodge,  No.  287,  Breedsville,  fourteen  petitioners  received 
dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Metcalf,  dated  September  22,  '70;  pres- 
ent membership  thirty-five;  burned  out  in  '84;  owns  building  worth  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Salt  River  Lodge,  No.  288,  Shepherd,  Grand  Master  Metcalf  gave 
dispensation  September  29,  '70,  to  fifteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  forty-eight. 

Benona  Lodge,  No.  289,  Shelby,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Metcalf,  September  29,  '70,  to  eight  petitioners;  present  mem-  > 
bership  eighty-three. 

Vandalia  Lodge,  No.  290,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  A.  T. 
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Metcalf,  dated  October  25,  '70;  fifteen  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership eighty-seven. 

Marcellus  Lodge,  No.  291,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Metcalf,  October  26,  '70,  to  fourteen  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship one  hundred  and  two. 

Alcona,  No.  292,  Harris ville,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  without 
previous  dispensation,  January  13,  '71;  had  eighteen  members  at  close 
of  first  year;  present  membership  seventy  one.  Owns  hall  worth  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars. 

Hanover  Lodge,  No.  293,  Horton,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  Jan- 
uary 13,  '71,  without  previous  dispensation;  had  twenty-seven  names 
enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  first  year;  present  membership  eighty. 

Marshall  Lodge,  No.  294,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  January  13, 
'71,  without  previous  dispensation;  consolidated  with  St.  Albans  Lodge, 
No.  20  in  '79. 

Attica  Lodge,  No.  295,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  A. 
T.  Metcalf,  February  23,  '70,  to  fourteen  petitioners  and  continued  in 
force  second  year  by  Grand  Lodge,  when  charter  was  granted;  present 
membership  thirty-nine. 

Bradley  Lodge,  No.  296,  dispensation  granted  January  14,  '71,  by 
Grand  Master  John  W.  Champlin,  in  accordance  with  vote  of  Grand 
Lodge;  eight  charter  members;  twenty-two  names  enrolled  at  the  close 
of  first  year;  present  membership  thirty-eight. 

Kilwinning  Lodge,  No.  297,  Detroit,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  John  W.  Champlin,  February  18,  '71,  to  thirteen  petitioners; 
had  thirty-eight  enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  first  year;  present  member- 
ship two  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Lake  Shore  Lodge,  No.  298,  Benton  Harbor,  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  John  W.  Champlin,  dated  April  5,  '71,  to  thirteen  peti- 
tioners, which  number  was  increased  to  twenty-one  during  that  year; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
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Pere  Marquette  Lodge,  No.  299,  Ludington,  fourteen  petitioners  re- 
ceived dispensation  from  Grand  Master  John  W.  Champlin,  dated  April 
12,  '71;  at  the  end  of  first  year  had  twenty-seven  members  enrolled; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Champlin  Lodge,  No.  300,  Newport,  named  in  honor  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter John  W.  Champlin,  who  gave  dispensation  April  18,  '71,  to  thirteen 
petitioners;  charter  revoked  by  Grand  Lodge,  January  24,  '93. 

Napoleon  Lodge,  No.  301,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Champ- 
lin, dated  May  3,  '71,  to  eight  charter  members,  which  number  was  in- 
creased to  thirty-five  during  the  first  year;  present  membership  forty- 
four. 

Tawas  City  Lodge,  No.  302,  nine  petitioners  received  dispensation 
from  Grand  Master  Champlin,  dated  June  8,  '71,  and  were  given  charter 
the  following  January,  when  lodge  had  sixteen  members;  present  mem- 
bership sixty-two. 

Ancient  Landmark,  No.  303,  Saginaw,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  Champlin,  June  19,  '71,  to  fourteen  charter  members;  at 
close  of  year  had  thirty-three  names  enrolled;  present  membership  two 
hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Woodland  Lodge,  No.  304,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Champ- 
lin, dated  August  1,  '71,  to  nine  petitioners;  present  membership  forty- 
four. 

Wabon  Lodge,  No.  305,  Mount  Pleasant,  twelve  petitioners  were 
given  dispensation  by  Grand  Master  Champlin,  August  4,  '71;  present 
membership  one  hundred  and  one. 

Carson  Lodge,  No.  306,  Carson  City,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Champlin,  dated  October  27,  '71;  fourteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  forty-three. 

P.  S.  Pullen  Lodge,  No.  307,  Dorr,  Grand  Master  Champlin  grant- 
ed dispensation  January  11,  '72,  to  thirteen  charter  members  and  at  the 
end  of  that  year  lodge  had  forty-one  names  enrolled;  present  member- 
ship twenty-eight. 
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Henry  Chamberlain  Lodge,  No.  308,  Watervliet,  named  in  honor 
of  Grand  Master  Henry  Chamberlain,  who  granted  dispensation  May 
16,  '72,  to  twelve  petitioners;  present  membership  forty-four. 

Florida  Lodge,  No.  309,  Hartford,  twenty  petitioners  received  dis- 
pensation from  Grand  Master  Henry  Chamberlain,  bearing  date  August 
15,  '72;  present  membership  seventy-four. 

Whitehall  Lodge,  No.  310,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Henry  Chamberlain,  September  9,  '72;  eleven  charter  members;  present 
membership  eighty-one. 

Hersey  Lodge,  No.  311,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Chamber- 
lain, dated  February  8,  '72,  to  nine  charter  members;  had  twenty-nine 
enrolled  at  the  end  of  the  first  year;  present  membership  thirty-three. 

North  Branch  Lodge,  No.  312,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Henry  Chamberlain,  dated  December  4,  '72;  nine  charter  members;  dis- 
pensation continued  one  year  by  Grand  Lodge,  at  which  time  twenty- 
four  names  were  enrolled;  present  membership  seventy-two. 

St.  Charles  Lodge,  No.  313,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy,  January  31,  '73,  to  twelve  petitioners;  at  the  end  of 
the  year  had  thirty  members;  present  membership,  thirty-five. 

Ishpeming  Lodge,  No.  314,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy,  February  25,  '73;  fourteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  one  hundred  and  one. 

Joppa  Lodge,  No.  315,  Bay  City,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Hugh  McCurdy,  March  2i»  '73,  to  twenty- seven  charter  mem- 
bers; had  thirty-two  members  at  the  close  of  the  year;  present  member- 
ship two  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Brockway  Lodge,  No.  316,  Yale,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Hugh  McCurdy,  April  19,  '73,  to  ten  petitioners  to  open  lodge 
at  Brockway  Centre;  name  of  location  afterwards  changed  to  Yale; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Tyler  Lodge,  No.  317,  Cass  City,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy  to  nine  petitioners,  dated  June  19,  '73;  at  end  of  the 
year  had  thirteen  members;  present  membership  eighty-seven. 
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Greenbush  Lodge,  No.  318,  Eureka,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Hugh  McCurdy,  June  23,  '73,  to  eight  petitioners;  number  in- 
creased to  fifteen  during  that  year;  present  membership  forty-nine. 

South  Lyon  Lodge,  No.  319,  Grand  Master  Hugh  McCurdy  granted 
dispensation  June  26,  '73;  eleven  charter  members;  increased  to  seven- 
teen during  the  year;  present  membership  thirty-nine. 

Evart  Lodge,  No.  320,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Master  Hugh 
McCurdy,  June  28,  '73,  to  fifteen  petitioners;  present  membership  sev- 
enty-two. 

Barry  Lodge,  No.  321,  Hastings,  dispensation  issued  by  Grand 
Master  Hugh  McCurdy,  January  2,  '74,  and  continued  in  force  second 
year,  at  which  time  membership  was  twenty;  consolidated  with  Hastings 
Lodge,  No.  52  in  '90. 

Crescent  Lodge,  No.  322,  Grandville,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Hugh  McCurdy,  January  9,  '74,  to  ten  charter  members  to  open 
a  lodge  at  Jenisonville,  under  name  of  Jenisonville  Lodge;  dispensation 
continued  in  force  second  year  by  Grand  Lodge,  at  which  time  member- 
ship was  twenty-nine;  name  changed  to  Crescent  and  location  to  Grand- 
ville January  28,  '85;  present  membership  forty-nine. 

Milan  Lodge,  No.  323,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  Hugh 
McCurdy,  January  29,  '74,  to  twelve  petitioners;  twenty  members  at 
close  of  first  year;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  seven. 

Pearl  Lake  Lodge,  No.  324,  Sheridan,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  L.  Webber,  April  11,  '74;  twelve  charter  mem- 
bers; had  twenty  members  at  close  of  first  year;  present  membership 
thirty-one. 

Hudson  Lodge,  No.  325,  Gobleville,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  William  L.  Webber,  June  16,  '74,  authorizing  twenty-one  peti- 
tioners to  form  and  open  Lodge  at  Pine  Grove  Mills;  location  changed 
to  Gobleville  January  28,  '91;  present  membership  fifty-nine. 

Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  326,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Hugh  McCurdy,  January  28,  '74,  to  ten  petitioners;  at  end  of  first  year 
membership  was  twenty;  charter  surrendered  in  '95  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidating  with  Onondaga  Lodge,  No.  197. 
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Kalanio  Lodge,  No.  327,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
L.  Webber,  dated  June  30,  '74,  to  nine  petitioners  and  continued  in  force 
by  Grand  Lodge  the  second  year,  at  which  time  lodge  had  twenty-five 
members;  present  membership  thirty-three. 

Saugatuck  Lodge,  No.  328,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Wil- 
liam L.  Webber,  September  30,  '74;  sixteen  charter  members;  dispensa- 
tion continued  in  force  the  second  year,  when  charter  was  granted  with 
twenty-eight  members;  present  membership  forty-four. 

Howard  City  Lodge,  No.  329,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Wil- 
liam L.  Webber,  dated  November  16,  '74,  to  thirteen  petitioners;  dispen- 
sation continued  the  second  year  when  lodge  had  twenty-eight  members; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Lakeview  Lodge,  No.  330,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  L.  Webber,  December  2,  '74,  and  continued  in  force  by  Grand 
Lodge  during  the  next  year;  eight  charter  members;  charter  revoked 
January  28,  1885. 

Clam  Lake  Lodge,  No.  331,  Cadillac,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  L.  Webber,  dated  December  29,  '74,  and  continued  in 
force  the  next  year;  fifteen  charter  members;  had  thirty  members  when 
charter  was  granted  in  January,  '75;  present  membership  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six. 

Kalkaska  Lodge,  No.  332,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  H.  Durand,  May  31,  '75,  to  ten  petitioners,  to  which  number 
three  were  added  during  the  year;  present  membership  sixty-eight. 

Burlington  Lodge,  No.  333,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
George  H.  Durand,  dated  May  31,  '75,  to  ten  petitioners,  with  George 
H.  Greene  as  first  Master;  twenty-eight  members  at  close  of  first  year 
when  charter  was  granted;  present  membership  thirty-two. 

Sparta  Lodge,  No.  334,  '75,  Grand  Master  George  H.  Durand 
granted  dispensation  for  this  lodge  with  ten  charter  members,  which 
number  was  increased  to  twenty-six  during  that  year;  present  membership 
eighty-one. 

Corning  Lodge,  No,  335,  Farwell,  ten  petitioners  received  dispensa- 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


56i 


tion  from  Grand  Master  George  H.  Durand,  bearing  date  May  31,  '75; 
at  close  of  that  year  lodge  had  twenty-one  members;  present  member- 
ship sixty-six. 

Orleans  Lodge,  No.  336,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  George 
H.  Durand,  dated  June  24,  '75,  to  nine  petitioners;  number  increased  to 
thirteen  during  the  first  year;  charter  surrendered  February  18,  '96. 

Monterey  Lodge,  No.  337,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  George 
H.  Durand,  July  19,  '75,  to  eleven  petitioners;  at  close  of  that  year 
when  charter  was  granted  lodge  had  fifteen  members;  charter  revoked 
by  Grand  Lodge  January  23,  '84. 

Friendship,  No.  33S,  Three  Rivers,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge 
without  previous  dispensation  January  26;  '76,  and  had  forty  members 
at  close  of  first  year;  consolidated  with  Three  Rivers  Lodge,  No.  57,  in 
1884. 

Ortonville  Lodge,  No.  339,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  H.  Durand,  October  27,  '75,  and  continued  in  force  by  Grand 
Lodge  during  the  next  year,  when  lodge  had  seventeen  members; 
present  membership  forty-eight. 

Portage  Lodge,  No.  340,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Matthew  H.  Maynard,  May  22,  '76,  to  eight  petitioners;  had  eighteen 
members  when  charter  was  granted  the  next  January;  present  mem- 
bership forty-six. 

Imlay  City  Lodge,  No.  341,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Matthew  H.  Maynard,  August  26,  '76;  when  charter  was  issued  the  fol- 
lowing January  had  nineteen  members;  present  membership  fifty-three. 

Doric  Lodge,  No.  342,  Grand  Rapids,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Maynard,  dated  August  16,  '76;  lodge  had  thirty-eight  members 
when  charter  was  granted  the  following  January;  originally  located  on 
west  side  of  city  but  now  meets  in  the  elegant  Masonic  Temple  with  all 
other  masonic  bodies  in  Grand  Rapids;  present  membership  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three. 

Marlette  Lodge,  No.  343,  was  granted  dispensation  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Maynard,  September  4,  '76,  and  had  twelve  names  enrolled  when 


562 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


charter  was  granted  the  following  January;  present  membership  ninety- 
six. 

Durand  Lodge,  No.  344,  Petoskey,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Maynard,  September  18,  '76;  twenty-four  charter  members;  lodge 
named  in  honor  of  Past  Grand  Master  Durand;  present  membership  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Hickory  Lodge,  No.  345,  Hickory  Corners,  dispensation  granted 
by  Grand  Master  George  H.  Durand,  in  '75  and  continued  through  the 
next  year  by  the  Grand  Lodge;  twenty  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership twenty-three. 

Hesperia  Lodge,  No.  346,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  George 
H.  Durand,  October  27,  '75,  to  nine  petitioners;  dispensation  continued 
second  year  when  charter  was  granted  and  membership  was  nineteen. 
Present  membership  forty-two. 

Man  ton  Lodge,  No.  347,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  Dunham,  May  26,  '77  to  twelve  petitioners;  present  member- 
ship forty-two. 

Apollo  Lodge,  No.  348,  Saginaw,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  Dunham,  to  nine  petitioners,  bearing  date  June  4,  '77;  consoli- 
dated with  Saginaw  Valley  Lodge,  No.  154,  April  2,  '89. 

Greenleaf  Lodge,  No.  349,  California;  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  Dunham,  June  4,  '77,  to  ten  charter  members; 
present  membership  seventy.  Lodge  owns  hall  worth  five  hundred  dol- 
lars and  is  preparing  to  remove  and  build  larger  and  better  one. 

Perry  Lodge,  No.  350,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  John 
W.  Finch,  April  24,  '78,  to  eight  petitioners;  two  more  members  added 
that  year;  present  membership  thirty-nine. 

Reed  City  Lodge,  No.  351,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  John 
W.  Finch,  dated  November  9,  '78,  to  ten  petitioners;  charter  granted  at 
close  of  second  year  when  membership  was  twenty-one;  charter  revoked 
by  Grand  Lodge  January  22,  '82. 

Cyrene  Lodge,  No.  352,  Vanderbilt,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  John  W.  Finch,  January  29,  '79,  in  accordance  with  vote  of 
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Grand  Lodge,  and  to  be  located  at  Berryville;  ten  charter  members;  lo- 
cation changed  to  Vanderbilt  January  23,  '84;  present  membership  forty- 
eight. 

Elk  Lodge,  No.  353,  Peck,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Daniel  Striker,  September  25,  '79,  to  twelve  charter  members,  which 
number  was  increased  to  twenty-three  during  the  year;  present  mem- 
bership sixty. 

North  Star  Lodge,  No.  354,  Torch  Lake,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  John  W.  Finch,  October  1,  '78,  to  eleven  petitioners  and 
continued  in  force  during  the  following  year,  when  charter  was  granted 
and  membership  was  nineteen;  present  membership  fifty-eight. 

Belding  Lodge,  No.  355,  twenty  petitioners  were  given  dispensation 
by  Grand  Master  Daniel  Striker,  December  30,  '79,  which  dispensation 
was  continued  in  force  during  the  year  '80,  when  a  charter  was  granted; 
present  membership  ninety-seven. 

Grayling  Lodge,  No.  356,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  O.  L. 
Spaulding,  dated  February  4,  '8i,  to  nine  petitioners;  present  member- 
ship seventy-seven. 

Palestine  Lodge,  No.  357,  Detroit,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge  with- 
out previous  dispensation,  January  26,  '81,  with  thirty-six  charter  mem- 
bers, which  number  was  increased  to  fifty-two  during  the  year;  meets 
with  the  other  Detroit  bodies  in  the  elegant  new  Masonic  Temple. 
Present  membership  four  hundred  and  ninety. 

Bethel  Lodge,  No.  358,  Sault  Ste  Marie,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  O.  L.  Spaulding,  dated  June  25,  '81^0  twelve  charter  members; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

Wacousta  Lodge,  No.  359,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Alanson 
Partridge,  dated  January  28,  '82,  to  twenty-two  charter  members,  issued 
in  accordance  with  vote  of  Grand  Lodge  directing  the  same;  present 
membership  thirty-seven. 

Edmore  Lodge,  No.  360,  eight  petitioners  were  granted  dispensa- 
tion by  Grand  Master  Alanson  Partridge,  February  27,  '82,  and  given 
charter  the  following  January,  at  which  time  there  were  thirty-five  mem- 
bers enrolled;  present  membership  sixty-four. 
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Huron  Lodge,  No.  361,  Sand  Beach,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Partridge,  dated  March  11,  '82,  authorizing  eleven  petitioners  to 
form  and  open  lodge  at  Sand  Beach;  twenty-five  names  enrolled  at  close 
of  first  year;  present  membership  ninety-six. 

Quinnesec  Lodge,  No.  362,  Norway,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Alauson  Partridge,  April  20,  '82,  to  eleven  petitioners  to  form 
and  open  lodge  at  Quinnesec;  one  of  the  petitioners  being  William  H. 
Phillips,  afterwards  Grand  Master;  location  changed  to  Norway  Jan- 
uary 26;  '87;  present  membership  seventy-four. 

Reed  City  Lodge,  No.  363,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Alanson  Partridge,  April  9,  '82;  twenty-five  charter  members;  Lou  B. 
Winsor,  afterward  Grand  Master  and  Grand  High  Priest,  was  first 
Senior  Warden;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  nineteen, 

Roscommon  Lodge,  No.  364,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Alanson  Partridge,  August  15,  '82,  to  eleven  charter  members;  number 
increased  to  twenty  by  close  of  year;  present  membership  sixty-four. 

Verona  Lodge,  No.  365,  Bad  Axe,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  O.  L.  Spaulding,  in  '8i;  Hall  and  effects  destroyed  by  fire  in 
September  of  that  year  and  dispensation  surrendered;  second  dispensa- 
tion granted  by  Grand  Master  Alanson  Partridge,  September  23,  '82; 
third  dispensation  by  Grand  Master  Charles  Fitz  Roy  Bellows,  January 
24,  '83,  to  ten  charter  members;  lodge  first  located  in  Verona,  afterward 
moved  to  Bad  Axe;  present  membership  eighty-nine. 

Gaylord  Lodge,  No.  366,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  to  that  effect  by  Grand 
Lodge,  January  24,  '83;  nine  petitioners;  present  membership  sixty- 
eight. 

Potterville  Lodge,  No.  367,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Alauson  Partridge,  to  eight  petitioners,  November  18,  '82,  and  second 
dispensation  by  Grand  Master  Bellows,  January  14,  '83;  present  mem- 
bership forty-four.  Burned  out  in  '93;  owns  hall  worth  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Caseville  Lodge,  No.  368,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  C.  F. 
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R.  Bellows,  dated  September  7,  '83,  to  twelve  charter  members;  present 
membership  forty-three. 

St.  Ignace  Lodge,  No.  369,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  June  12,  '83,  to  eight  petitioners  and  continued  in 
force  the  next  year  by  Grand  Lodge;  present  membership  eighty-five. 

Luther  Lodge,  No.  370,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  C.  F.  R. 
Bellows,  dated  November  19,  '83,  to  twelve  charter  members  and  con- 
tinued in  force  the  following  year  by  Grand  Lodge;  present  member- 
ship sixty-one. 

Lakeside  Lodge,  No.  371,  Manistique,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  Arthur  M.  Clark,  February  7,  '84,  to  ten  petitioners; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  ten. 

Sherman  Lodge,  No.  372,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Arthur 
M.  Clark,  dated  February  7,  '84,  to  thirteen  petitioners;  present  mem- 
bership seventy-two. 

John  Duncan  Lodge,  No.  373,  Lake  Linden,  dispensation  from 
Grand  Master  Arthur  M.  Clark,  granted  February  7,  '84,  to  twenty-four 
charter  members;  present  membership  seventy-eight. 

Fort  Gratiot  Lodge,  No.  374,  Port  Huron,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  Arthur  M.  Clark,  February  11,  '84,  to  eight  petitioners; 
present  membership  one  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Mancelona  Lodge,  No.  375,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Arthur 
M.  Clark,  February  7,  '84,  to  ten  petitioners;  present  membership  sixty- 
four. 

West  Branch  Lodge,  No.  376,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  March  1,  '84,  to  seventeen  charter  members;  present 
membership  eighty-three. 

Omer  Lodge,  No.  377,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  May  7,  '84,  to  nine  petitioners;  present  membership 
fifty-five.    Owns  building  worth  three  thousand  dollars. 

Harbor  Springs  Lodge,  No.  378,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Arthur  M.  Clark,  dated  July  18,  '84,  to  sixteen  charter  members;  pres- 
ent membership  fifty-three. 


566 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


Mystic  Lodge,  No.  379,  East  Jordan,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 
ter Arthur  M.  Clark,  dated  August  2,  '84,  to  twelve  charter  members; 
to  open  lodge  at  South  Arm;  removed  to  East  Jordan  January  27,  '86; 
present  membership  sixty-three. 

Ivanhoe  Lodge,  No.  380,  Lakeview,  chartered  by  Grand  Lodge 
January  28,  '85,  to  take  place  of  Lakeview  Lodge,  No.  330,  whose  char- 
ter was  surrendered;  present  membership,  seventy-two;  was  burned  out 
August  3,  '94. 

Hugh  McCurdy,  No.  381,  New  Lothrop,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Arthur  M.  Clark,  granted  December  8,  '84,  and  continued  in 
force  the  next  year  by  Grand  Lodge;  twelve  charter  members;  present 
membership  thirty-nine. 

Bancroft  Lodge,  No.  382,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  James 
H.  Farnum,  dated  March  18,  '85;  fourteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  seventy-six. 

Cedar  Valley  Lodge,  No.  383,  Dushville,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  Michael  Shoemaker,  July  7,  '86;  nine  charter  members;  present 
membership  twenty-nine. 

Ubly  Lodge,  No.  384,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Michael  Shoemaker,  April  20,  '86;  eight  petitioners;  present  member- 
ship forty. 

Crystal  Falls  Lodge,  No.  385,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Mi- 
chael Shoemaker,  dated  April  20,  '86,  to  fourteen  charter  members  and 
continued  in  force  by  Grand  Lodge  the  following  year;  present  member- 
ship sixty-eight. 

Hopper  Lodge,  No.  386,  Alpena,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
Rufus  C.  Hatheway,  granted  February  9,  '87;  eight  charter  members; 
present  membership  seventy-eight. 

R.  C.  Hatheway  Lodge,  No.  387,  Caledonia,  named  in  honor  of 
Grand  Master  R.  C.  Hatheway,  who  gave  dispensation  June  20,  '87; 
twelve  charter  members;  present  membership  ninety-seven. 

Iron  Mountain  Lodge,  No.  388,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
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R.  C.  Hatheway,  July  28,  '87;  twenty-nine  charter  members;  present 
membership  seventy-four.  1 

Ironwood  Lodge,  No.  389,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
R.  C.  Hatheway,  August  17,  '87;  eleven  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership eighty. 

Bessemer  Lodge,  No.  390,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
R.  C.  Hatheway,  August  19,  '87;  twelve  charter  members;  present 
membership  fifty-six. 

Boyne  City  Lodge,  No.  391,  dispensation  first  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Spaulding,  in  '8i;  renewed  by  Grand  Master  Partridge,  January 
28,  '82,  in  accordance  with  vote  of  Grand  Lodge;  dispensation  held  in 
abeyance  by  Grand  Master  one  year  later  for  further  investigation  and 
lodge  room  destroyed  by  fire  in  '83;  charter  granted  in  '88;  eighteen 
charter  members;  present  membership  forty. 

Marion  Lodge,  No.  392,  Downington,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  B.  Wilson,  dated  March  8,  '88;  twelve  charter  members; 
present  membership  forty-seven. 

Custer  Lodge,  No.  393,  Sanilac  Centre,  dispensation  from  Grand 
Master  William  B.  Wilson,  dated  April  18,  '88;  sixteen  charter  mem- 
bers; present  membership  seventy-four. 

Mayville  Lodge,  No.  394,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  B.  Wilson,  November  7,  '88  and  continued  in  force  the  follow- 
ing year  by  Grand  Lodge;  twenty  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship sixty-two. 

Lake  Odessa  Lodge,  No.  395,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  B.  Wilson,  December  10,  '88  and  continued  the  next  year 
by  Grand  Lodge;  eleven  charter  members;  present  membership  sixty. 

Gladstone  Lodge,  No.  396,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
W.  Irving  Babcock,  September  24,  '89;  nineteen  charter  members; 
present  membership  eighty-eight. 

Gladwin  Lodge,  No.  397,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  W. 
Irving  Babcock,  dated  June  24,  '89;  ten  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership forty-five. 
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Bellaire  Lodge,  No.  398,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  W.  Irv- 
ing Babcock,  dated  October  25,  '89,  and  continued  in  force  the  succeed- 
ing year  by  vote  of  Grand  Lodge;  ten  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership fifty-seven. 

Ashley  Lodge,  No.  399,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
John  S.  Cross,  March  29,  '90;  eight  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship thirty-two. 

McMillan  Lodge,  No.  400,  Newberry,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  John  S.  Cross,  May  13,  '90;  eleven  charter  members; 
present  membership  forty-three. 

Otisville  Lodge,  No.  401,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  John  Q. 
Look,  dated  January  30,  '91;  nine  charter  members;  present  membership 
forty. 

Pinconning  Lodge,  No.  402,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
John  Q.  Look,  April  27,  '91;  eight  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship forty-three. 

Charity  Lodge,  No.  403,  Elmira,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
John  Q.  Look,  July  24,  '91  and  continued  through  the  succeeding  year  by 
Grand  Lodge;  eleven  charter  members;  present  membership  twenty-three. 

John  Q.  Look,  No.  404,  Clare,  named  in  honor  of  Grand  Master 
John  Q.  Look,  who  gave  dispensation  November  27,  '91,  the  same  being 
continued  through  the  succeeding  year  by  vote  of  Grand  Lodge;  eleven 
charter  members;  present  membership  eighty-five. 

Pewamo  Lodge,  No.  405,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
William  P.  Innes,  June  1,  '92;  fifteen  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership twenty-three. 

Breckenridge  Lodge,  No.  406,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master 
William  P.  Innes,  September  8,  '92;  fourteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  fifty-one. 

Finch  Lodge,  No.  407,  Onsted,  named  in  honor  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter John  W.  Finch;  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master  William  P. 
Innes,  January  6,  '93  and  continued  through  the  next  year  by  vote  of 
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Grand  Lodge;  fourteen  charter  members;  present  membership  forty- 
seven. 

Lake  City  Lodge,  No.  408,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
George  E.  Dowling,  January  30,  '93;  ten  charter  members;  present 
membership  forty-four. 

Brown  City  Lodge,  No.  409,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Geo. 
E.  Dowling,  dated  April.  7,  '93;  twelve  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership forty. 

York  Lodge,  No.  410,  Grand  Rapids,  dispensation  granted  by 
Grand  Master  William  H.  Phillips,  September  13,  '94;  fourteen  charter 
members;  present  membership  one  hundred  and  ten. 

Merrill  Lodge,  No.  411,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  William 
H.  Phillips,  granted  October  26,  '94  and  continued  through  the  next 
year  by  vote  of  Grand  Lodge;  ten  charter  members;  present  member- 
ship forty-two. 

Mulliken  Lodge,  No.  412,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Edwin  L.  Bowring,  February  1,  '95;  twenty-three  charter  members; 
present  membership  fifty-four. 

Metamora  Lodge,  No.  413,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  Edwin 
L.  Bowring,  February  1,  '95;  ten  charter  members;  present  membership 
thirty-six. 

Bowring  Lodge,  No.  414,  Standish,  named  in  honor  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter E.  L.  Bowring,  who  granted  dispensation  May  16,  '95;  eight  charter 
members;  present  membership  thirty-four. 

Damascus  Lodge,  No.  415,  Fennville,  dispensation  by  Graud  Mas- 
ter Edwin  L.  Bowring,  October  26,  '95  and  continued  through  the  fol- 
lowing year  by  vote  of  Grand  Lodge;  fifteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  thirty. 

Bear  Lake  Lodge,  No.  416,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand  Master 
John  J.  Carton,  February  15,  '96;  ten  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership thirty-three. 

Friendship  Lodge,  No.  417,  Detroit,  dispensation  from  Grand  Mas- 


57° 


FREEMASONRY  IN  MICHIGAN. 


ter  John  J.  Carton,  April  28,  '96;  chartered  one  year  later;  present  mem- 
bership forty-six. 

Lewiston  Lodge,  No.  418,  dispensation  from  Grand  Master  John  J. 
Carton,  Jjily  13,  .'96;  sixteen  charter  members;  present  membership 
forty-three. 

A.  T.  Metcalf  Lodge,  No.  419,  Battle  Creek,  named  in  honor  of 
Past  Grand  Master  A.  T.  Metcalf,  who  was  named  as  first  Master;  dis- 
pensation from  Grand  Master  John  J.  Carton,  August  31,  '96;  present 
membership  thirty-nine. 

Winsor  Lodge,  No.  420,  Pigeon,  dispensation  granted  by  Grand 
Master  Lou  B.  Winsor,  March  2,  '97;  fifteen  charter  members;  present 
membership  seventeen. 

Sherwood  Lodge,  No.  421;  dispensation  granted  August  16,  '97,  by 
Grand  Master  Lou  B.  Winsor;  fifteen  charter  members;  present  mem- 
bership twenty-four. 
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A  comprehensive  history  of  MICHIGAN  MASONRY,  from  its  earliest  in- 
troduction in  1764  down  to  the  semi-centennial  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  in 
1895,  with  an  introductory  chapter  compiled  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  giving 
a  brief  account  of  early  Masonry  in  England  and  the  American  colonies. 

It  will  contain  over  ONE  THOUSAND  LARGE  PAGES,  profusely  illus, 
trated,  with  an  account  of  all  important  Masonic  events  in  Michigan  for  over  a 
century. 

A  full  history  of  the  early  Lodges  and  their  work,  with  numerous  engrav- 
ings of  buildings  and  scenes  of  historic  interest.  Reproduction  of  valuable  historic 
documents  and  early  records. 

The  early  pioneers  in  Michigan  Masonry.  Portraits  and  biographies  of  all 
the  Grand  Masters  and  other  distinguished  craftsmen. 

Early  Michigan  Lodges.  The  First  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Morgan  Excitement. 
Political  Anti-Masonry.  Second  Grand  Lodge  and  its  Work 

Reconstruction.        The  present  Grand  Lodge.  - 
Royal  Arch  Masonry. 
Templar  Masonry.  Scottish  Rite  Masonry. 

Etc.,      Etc.,  Etc. 

NO  MASONIC  LIBRARY  COMPLETE   WITHOUT  IT. 


PLAN  OF  PUBLICATION. 
Freemasonry    in  Michigan  will  be  published  in  forty  parts  of  twenty- 
four  and  thirty-two  pages  each,  and  furnished  to  subscribers  only  at  twenty-five 
cents  per  part. 

All  subscriptions  must  be  for  the  entire  work  and  the  parts  will  be  delivered 
one  or  more  at  a  time,  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

Two  or  three  good  agents  wanted  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  this  work. 
Liberal  terms. 

J.  S.  CONOVER,  Publisher, 

Coldwater.  Mich. 
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